MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, July 1, 2026 – 6:00 p.m.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert on Wednesday, July 1, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street. Present were Council members Simonson, Johnson, Walker, and Kollasch.   Members absent:  Schneider.  Others in attendance:  Steve & Lisa Goodman, Jordan Allen-Walker and James Zinnel.
Steve and Lisa Goodman, who live at 101 Fifth Street, were in attendance to talk with the Mayor, Council and staff about their home’s low water pressure issue when the swimming pool is filling at the start of the season and throughout the summer months while in operation.  After further discussion the parties mutually agreed to install whatever sort of meter is available to monitor the water pressure to this property while the swimming pool is still open and then after it closes.  It was also agreed upon by the Goodmans that if the monitoring meter doesn’t provide any answers that the City will be allowed to dig up their lawn in an attempt to find the problem in the line or water service.  Supt. Zinnel reminded everyone in attendance that the City’s responsibility always stops at the (water) meter; any problems with service inside of the house are that of the homeowner. 
The evergreen trees on the north side of the home at 101 Fifth Street were also considered.  As they are starting to die out, become unsightly and continue to be a nuisance during county and local snow removal efforts in the winter, all parties agreed the City would cut down the trees as soon as possible.   When Mr. Goodman inquired about putting up some sort of fence on the north side of his house, Council responded he needs to apply for a permit.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 3, 2026 regular meeting were approved as published in the June 18, 2026 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for June, 2026 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $118,404.68; Electric $46697.93; Gas $8428.34; Water $1227.27; Sewer Rental $9370.28; Solid Waste $4885.44; Payroll $37616.01; Equipment $2930.08; Special Account $161.64; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $3.57; Road Use Tax $5923.75; Customer Deposit $575.00; Debt Service $50.99; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2.73; Library Regular $72852.22; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $0.96; Swimming Pool Savings $1.61; and Little Food Pantry $1125.00.   Total June, 2026 Receipts: $321,307.50.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $94816.46; Electric $42909.59; Gas $112176.00 (includes $100,000 transfer to General Fund) and PEFA Natural Gas $243.68; Water $9870.94; Sewer Rental $35637.95; Solid Waste $3795.06; Payroll $37381.07; Equipment $2930.08; Special Account $283.89; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $1916.43; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $12902.22 (transfer to General “Library” Fund); Library Regular $7936.77; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; Swimming Pool Savings $none; and Little Food Pantry $none.  Total June, 2026 Disbursements $362,690.14.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept the June, 2026 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports along with Resolution No. 2026-17 a Resolution Approving the June 202 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $240,495.30.  Roll was called; vote was all AYES; motion carried, and Resolution No. 2026-17 duly adopted. 

The following claims were presented for payment:  Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation charges, natural gas purchased and monthly service fee (all total) $6490.08; PEFA Inc., natural gas purchased $243.68; Total (all) Employee Wages $21851.26; Mayor & (all) Council Members, 2nd qtr. 2026 meetings attended (total) $818.35; Tyler Sullivan, June 6 Program at Library $200.00; Card Services, Inc., March/April/May credit card charges at Swimming Pool, Library, continuing education (all totaling) $2647.61; Jennifer Thilges, May cleaning at Community Center $120.00; City of Whittemore, FY26 budget transfer from Natural Gas to General Fund $100,000.00; Whittemore Public Library, FY26 budget transfer from General to Library Fund $59950.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, May Sales, LOST, Water Excise and Use taxes $2495.06; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32500.91; Iowa Finance Authority, Sewer Project note payment $28289.26; Advantage Administrators, June cafeteria plan withholding $220.00; Farmers State Bank, charge for patron ISF check $16.05; Tyler Sullivan, book $40.00; Ingram Library Services, books $18.00; Center Point Large Print, books $98.28; Armstrong Public Library, book $20.00; City of Nevada, (14) large print books $13.00; Kossuth County Library Association, FY27 dues $25.00; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, FY27 Beacon Annual Support $1237.00; Wells Fargo Financial, copier leasing $122.37; Adobe Inc., monthly Acrobat-Pro software $19.99; Great America Financial, City Hall copier leasing $68.25; Visual Edge IT, City Hall copier clicks $50.88; Spencer Office Supplies, supplies at City Hall, Swimming Pool and Community Center $234.17; Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office, FY2027 Contract for Law Enforcement services $2000.00; Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation, FY2027 Annual Community commitment $2016.00; Iowa League of Cities, FY2027 membership dues $611.00; NW Iowa League of Cities, FY27 membership dues $25.00; Christina Morey, reimbursement (McKenzie Morey) lifeguard training/certification $165.00; Linda K. Farrell, reimbursement (lifeguard suits/trunks purchased on Amazon) $124.62; Bomgaars, pool repair & maintenance materials $130.62; Jill Nelson, reimbursement (Harper Nelson) lifeguard training certification $350.00; Joy Metzger, reimbursement for stocking Community Food Box $110.80; Shamrock Recycling Inc., June recyclables fee $123.74; NEW Co-Op, June fuel statement $1198.36; Northland Auto & Marine, three (3) new lifeguard stand chairs/seats at Swimming Pool $1287.15; River City Fencing Co., May 17 storm-damaged fencing repairs at Swimming Pool $3472.91; Carrico Aquatic Resources, chemicals & testing materials at Swimming Pool $8759.89; D&J Service LLC, cut down/grind stump of ash tree by concession stand; May 17 storm clean-up trees around town $1200.00; DGR Electric, electric rate survey $1296.00; West Bend Municipal Utilities, assist with May 17, 2026 storm damage repairs $5657.63; Maguire Iron Inc., interior inspection of water tower (holding tank) $1850.00; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $541.03; James Schuller, refund of customer deposit after utility account paid in full $400.00; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., mower blade & filter $80.54; Iowa One Call, locates $36.10; Foundation Analytical Labs, pool, water and wastewater testing $200.00; NW Comm, (all) landline telephone, FAX & internet services $501.50; North Iowa Area Council of Governments, 2026 Codification update $800.00; City of Whittemore, (all) utilities $2956.39; City of Whittemore, June petty cash expenses $373.00; 
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Kollasch to approve for payment the bills presented during this meeting along with any other regular bills received and due on/before July 10, 2026.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were presented for Council consideration:

Cody Kampen for Wendal Metzger:  201 Fourth Street.  Remove old and replace with new, shingles on roof of house and garage at 201 Fourth Street.  Also, replacing with new, the gutters on the house.


Whittemore Car Wash % Deb Kollasch:  322 Railroad Street.  Replace May 17, 2026 storm damaged over-head doors at Whittemore Car Wash building.


Deb Kollasch:  302 Kossuth Street.  Apply a pitched roof over south porch; also, close off (upstairs, south) door.  Replace with new, all windows and doors and apply new vinyl siding.


Stevi Degner:  121 Fourth Street.  Build a chain-link fence from SE corner of garage, 10’ east then 28’ south, then back west to where the fence will meet with the house.


Richard Thilges:  116 Fourth Street.  Replace overhead back garage door.


Steve & Lisa Goodman:  101 Fifth Street.  Patch & seal with asphalt, the driveway on property at 101 Fifth Street.


Wayne Fuerstenau:  615 Sixth Street.  Reshingle roof of house (replacing with new, the gutters) and garage (no gutters).


Bill & Holly Simonson:  506 Third Street.  Replace shutters on house (with new units, make size… 2 east windows and 1 south window).


Dennis & Pam Kollasch:  709 Fourth Street.  Adding to patio on east side of house, a concrete area approximately 250 sq ft; work by Jake Galligan.

When asked by Council, Supt. Zinnel confirmed that these permits meet City requirements and Code as submitted.  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the permits as presented. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
An application for summer employment from Elijah Cox, Emmetsburg, for lifeguarding at the Whittemore Swimming Pool was reviewed and the Clerk instructed to pass along to Pool managers.
There followed a request/application for “Street Closure” of the 100 block of Fifth Street (in proximity to the Swimming Pool) by Oliver’s Light Foundation for Saturday, August 8, 2026 from approximately 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in order to hold the second annual “Doggie Dip & Concession Fundraiser”.  As the Whittemore Swimming Pool will close for the 2026 season (due to lack of staff) on Friday, August 7, this should not present a problem for year-end shut down of the facility. Upon motions by Kollasch and Simonson and a unanimous AYE vote of Council in attendance, motion carried.  All events for the Fundraiser will be open to the public and everyone is invited to attend the special occasion which will include food and fun for all ages.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Zinnel reported municipal staff and engineering consultants continue to monitor and test the waters of Lotts Creek as it pertains to discharge, etc. and the City of Whittemore.

Documentation of Natural Gas Confirmations regarding Whittemore Municipal Utilities the “Forward Pricing Five Year PEFA Program” 2026-2031 and “Forward Pricing Three Year PEFA Program” 2026-2029 by Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corporation were reviewed.  Mr. Lindley reported the five (5) year price for the period November 1, 2026 and ending on March 31. 2031 is $5.0160 and the three (3) year price for the period November 1, 2026 and ending on March 31, 2029 is $4.8900.

Council then reviewed a letter from the City of Spencer regarding “Solid Waste Service Contract” for the period January 1 to June 30, 2027.  Their correspondence announced a 2% increase in fees for that period; Clerk Farrell was instructed to review current Whittemore garbage rates for possible consideration of an increase during the August or September, 2026 meeting(s).
As there was no bid or proposal for FY27 street repair projects from Humboldt Blacktop Service, Council tabled this agenda item for discussion at a later date.
Resolution No. 2026-18 was then introduced; a Resolution Modifying Public Meeting Notice Requirements (Iowa House File 2490 “Open Records and Open Meetings Laws”). This new law, implemented by State government, was adopted in May 2026 and declares all meetings related to public services (City, Library, WFD, EMS, etc.) are now required to name/identify by resolution “where” such entities will post meeting agenda(s) for said gatherings.  After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to name the agenda posting site for all meetings of the Whittemore City Council as the “West Entrance Door of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street, Whittemore, Iowa”.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  Simonson, AYE; Johnson, AYE; Walker, AYE; and Kollasch, AYE.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2026-18 duly adopted.

Monday, August 3, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. was the date, time and place set for the next regular meeting of the Whittemore City Council. 
The July, 2026 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.

There were no City Committee Reports.

Councilwoman Kollasch brought forward a discussion regarding damaged trees and an ash tree planted in the public alley to the east of her property (which will be the city’s responsibility to take down).  Supt. Zinnel also discussed other storm-damaged trees in the parking throughout the community.  Councilman Simonson volunteered to assess Zinnel’s list of trees and report back to City Hall with his findings.  City will also need to somehow take down the large cottonwood tree on the north end of First Street; dirt washing away in that same vicinity is not the City’s responsibility nor with they do anything with the area.
During or after large amounts of rain, citizens are urged to assist municipal personnel with cleaning storm sewer intakes (to the best of their ability) in front of their properties.  Leaves and sticks accumulate as the water moves toward the drain where these materials tend to sit and cause a build-up; if you could assist in removing the gunk from that site, your assistance would be greatly appreciated by everyone!
For the “Ryker Stone Benefit Fundraiser” on Saturday, July 18, being held at the Whittemore Community Center, Councilwoman Walker was asked to seek permission from the Council to allow approximately twenty (20) full-size semis trucks and trailers to park on the street surrounding the block for the entertainment of those in attendance.  After consideration, Council denied permission for parking on the street of such units, with the reason being lack of parking for public attending the event and ¾ of the block is also off the established truck route.  A “semi parade” (drive-by) would be allowed, but no such parking of heavy equipment (semi-truck & trailer) will be permitted that evening. 
Supt. Zinnel reported the interior of the water tower has been inspected; there are a few coating issues and two screens that will need to be addressed.

Clerk Farrell reported she has been in contact with personnel related to production, directing and actors in the movie, “A Silent Night in Algona” that was partially filmed in Whittemore in 2022.  They are looking for sponsorship and support in making a Part 2 to the Algona POW Camp related film, to now be set in the time period of fall/Christmas, 1968.  Council further considered the concept and would like to participate in the project should they choose to film or work in Whittemore again.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed; officials are reminded to make their reservations with the Clerk (if they are able to attend) for the upcoming Kossuth Area Economic Development Corporation’s “2026 County-Wide Breakfast” to be held at St. Michael’s Parish Center in Whittemore on Wednesday, August 5 from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Due to the absence of Councilman Schneider, the Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION to discuss or set FY2027 wages for municipal employees.  Council will either try to set a Special Meeting to accomplish this agenda item yet this month or move it to the next regular meeting.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 1, 2026 regular meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

/s/ Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

WBJ 07-16-2026

