REGULAR MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, May 6, 2026 – 6:30 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at the start of the meeting.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 6, 2026 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Attending in person were Council members Stuart Simonson, Rod Johnson, Karla Walker, Pam Kollasch and via conference call, Tim Schneider.  Absent:  none.  Also in attendance were Ed Adams, Jordan Allen-Walker and James Zinnel.

Local resident Ed Adams was present to discuss his building permit application with city officials.  Council then brought forward the “Building Permit Applications” agenda item.  Mr. Adams noted he would like to repair a section of deteriorating concrete and timber bracing on the southeast side of his driveway at 613 Second Street.  Supt Zinnel and Municipal Employee Dru Zimmerman have both reviewed his request and they feel any owner of that property should be granted a permanent easement for the drive as it was constructed; if he (or any other owner) is made to comply with the City’s side-yard setback standards (minimum of 3 ft off property line), the double garage attached to the house will become unusable as a car or other vehicle will not be able to safely back out or turn around without dropping off the edge of the concrete.  
Building permit applications submitted for Council review in May, 2026 are listed below:


Ed Adams:  613 Second Street.  Replace existing (30’ on east end of driveway) concrete and bracing railroad tie wall with new concrete.


Bill & Holly Simonson:  506 Third Street.  Reshingle house and west side only of detached garage.


Dalton Reither:  709 Second Street.  Shingle west slope (only) of house due to wind damage.


Mike Buscherfeld:  614 Palo Alto Street.  Removal/replacement of all perimeter sidewalk.


Heather Botto:  211 Fifth Street.  Reshingle roof on house and unattached garage.

Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to APPROVE AS SUBMITTED, all of the above-listed Building Permit Applications.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 6, 2026 Special Council Meeting, the April 6, 2026 Regular Council Meeting and the April 20, 2026 Special Council Meeting were approved as published in the April 16, 2026 and April 30, 2026 editions of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for April, 2026  were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $83193.47; Electric $58770.10; Gas $50929.99; Water $12866.12; Sewer Rental $9363.62; Solid Waste $5266.81; Payroll $26219.53; Equipment $1336.14; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $1776.64; Road Use Tax $4879.14; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $1101.98; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $122.86; Library Regular $9774.24; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $1.06; and Swimming Pool Savings $1.78. Total Receipts for April, 2026: $265,660.80.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $15733.91; Electric $45885.74; Natural Gas $18224.46 and PEFA Natural Gas $3965.61; Water $15218.97 Sewer Rental $4433.32; Solid Waste $10752.21; Payroll $25471.77; Equipment $1336.14; Special Account $11494.96; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Regular $7333.18; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none.  Total Disbursements for April, 2026:  $159,850.27.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to accept the 
April, 2026 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2026-11: a Resolution Approving the April, 2026 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $127,856..93.  Roll was called; vote was all AYES; motion carried. 
The following claims were presented for payment:
Clayton Energy Corp., Total natural gas purchased, reservation charges, and monthly service fee $11735.93; PEFA natural gas purchased $3965.61; Total (all) employee wages $15397.22; Farmers State Bank, total extra charges $37.10; Treasurer, State of Iowa, March sales, LOST, Water Excise and Use taxes $2336.09; American Legion Post #425, Don J. Whittemore Endowment/NE Iowa Community Foundation 2026 grant award for “Freedom Rock” sidewalk project $2,200.00; Whittemore Community Center, Don J. Whittemore Endowment/NE Iowa Community Foundation 2026 grant award for south basement restroom renovation project $1,410.00; Whittemore Fire & EMS, Don J. Whittemore Endowment/NE Iowa Community Foundation 2026 grant award for new turn-out gear $4000.00; and Whittemore Public Library, Don J. Endowment/NE Iowa Community Foundation 2026 grant award for AC/Furnace replacement project $2000.00; City of Whittemore, Don J. Whittemore/NE Iowa Community Foundation 2026 grant award to Noah’s Park for inclusive swing project $1,000.00; Advantage Administrators, total April cafeteria plan withholdings $220.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, March power purchased $36151.82; Algona Machine & Supply, welding repairs to Street Sweeper $37.50; Bomgaars, April statement $303.79; Center Point Large Print, books $98.28; Chad Slagle Lawn Care, thatching/first mowing at Noah’s Park $675.00; City of Spencer, April landfill fees $1227.53; City of Whittemore, April utilities $4317.75; City of Whittemore, April petty cash expenses $326.96; Community Lumber Supply, Water Plant shingling project $3959.22; Dearborn Life Insurance, insurances $395.85; Demco Inc., supplies at Library $45.27; DGR Engineering, annual electric rates study $288.00; Farm & Home Services, FY2027 Business Insurance Package $87879.00; Foundation Analytical Laboratories, water and wastewater testing fees $571.75; and Great American Financial Services, City Hall copier leasing $68.25.

Also, Hach Company, Water Plant chemicals $387.62; Hawkins, Inc., Water Plant chemicals & new chlorine distribution system $969.06; Ingram Library Services, books $168.44; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, 2nd quarter safety training $442.00; Jennifer Thilges, April Community Center cleaning $120.00; A2Z Broadcasting, LLC, April “Career Starters” radio advertising $250.00; MicroMarketing Inc, books $435.12; Mid-American Research Chemicals, weed killer (streets & other City properties) $3668.50; Midwest Living Magazine, 2-yr subscription renewal $40.00; NEW Cooperative, April fuel statement including  55 gal drums of hydraulic and Super Lube transmission oils $3416.51; NW Comm, April communications services $420.12; Sandy Long, mileage reimbursement $41.30; Spencer Office Supplies, City Hall $547.47; The Pioneer Woman, 1-yr subscription renewal $24.00; Thompson Drainage, sanitary and storm sewer camera & jetting $1125.50; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., lawn mower maintenance $122.92; Ulrich Construction, LLC, Water Plant shingle replacement project $4660.00; Vestis, April rugs, mops & uniforms $668.08; Wells Fargo Financial, Library copier leasing $111.58; West Bend Journal, February, March & April publications $2511.82; Iowa Finance Authority. 2008 Water Plant loan payment (GO Bond principal & interest) $3112.50; Iowa Finance Authority, 2008 Water Plant loan payment (Revenue Bond principal & interest) $33125.00; UMB Bank NA, 2014 Electric System Improvements Project loan payment (Revenue Bond principal & interest) $103590.00; and UMB Bank, NA, filing/administrative fee for semi-annual Electric System Improvements Project loan payment $600.00.  After discussion of the claims, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the bills as presented, along with any other routine/regular bills received prior to the 10th of the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following Applications for Employment were submitted to the Council:
Name/Address




Position Applied For:

Helen “Ella” Nelson, Whittemore


Pool Manager (Start of season until after July 4)


Josey Saxton, Emmetsburg


(New) Lifeguard at Pool


Kayla Buscher, Algona



(Returning) Lifeguard at Pool

Per Council decision during the April 6, 2026 Regular meeting, City Staff and CPOs have named Helen “Ella” Nelson and Gracie Grandgenett, both of Whittemore, as Co-Managers at the Swimming Pool from the start of the season (Monday, June 1) thru Ella’s departure after the 4th of July.  For the remainder of the season, Gracie Grandgenett and Quinten Frambach will serve in the same capacity.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Kollasch that the applications be accepted and that managerial staff be appointed as stated.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.
Supt. Zinnel had nothing new to report regarding the IDNR mandates for Whittemore Municipal Utilities Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sanitary Sewer System.  The City continues to work with engineer Rustin Lingbeek of SEH Engineering in Mason City to comply with current and new requirements set forth by the Department of Natural Resources.

There followed a discussion regarding street repairs within the city limits of Whittemore.  Bob Wagner of Humboldt Blacktop Service has assessed the “patch” areas around the community and moving forward, is putting together a price quote, working with L&G of Whittemore, to address the work it will take to correct Fourth and Fifth Streets north of the railroad tracks.  Both will be major projects and will need to be accomplished in sections for affordability purposes.  The matter will again be addressed during the next regular meeting.

At this time Council gave consideration to proposed changes/updates/additions/deletions/corrections to the 2023 edition of the Whittemore City Code to update for 2026 and moving forward.  After further review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to agree to the proposed changes and approve recommendations by Chris Diggins, Local Assistance Planner at North Iowa Area Council of Governments, for the 2026 edition.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Kollasch.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  Also proposed was moving the start time of regular monthly meetings from 6:30 pm to 6:00 pm.  As this was not a May, 2026 agenda item, Council asked City Hall staff to add the topic to the next regular meeting agenda. 

No action was taken at this time to set a date for notice of publication in the West Bend Journal for a Codification Public Hearing.
The Clerk was asked to publish a reminder in the West Bend Journal and all other points of contact, reminding citizens there is a “Curfew for Minors” in Whittemore.

Upon motions by Walker and Kollasch, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual renewal application for a Class “B” Beer Permit (BC) by Whittemore Cenex was approved. Current license is set to expire on July 30, 2026.

Several upcoming regular Council meeting dates were scheduled to be held as follows:  Wednesday, June 3, 2026; Wednesday, July 1, 2026; Monday, August 3, 2026; and Wednesday, September 2, 2026.  These dates will also take into consideration summer schedules and Federal holidays.  All meetings will be held starting at 6:00 p.m. (unless otherwise noted) and in the Council Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.

The May, 2026 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Clerk Farrell thanked the Mayor and Council for their consideration in moving the regularly scheduled “first Monday” Council meeting this month to Wednesday, May 6, following the death and funeral of a relative last week.  Also, Maureen Elbert, Linda Farrell and anyone else interested would like to do some extra decorating, etc. in observance of our Nation’s 250th Anniversary.
Deputy City Clerk Jordan Allen-Walker reported the new employee hired to work part-time at the Library, Adrianna Adamson of West Bend, will begin her duties after school ends in mid-May.

Supt. Zinnel asked the Council’s permission to run scenarios related to (water) modeling and loop-feeding water service to residents in the 100 block between Fourth and Fifth Streets at the north end of Whittemore.  Council approved the concept and requests several different scenarios be put together, including cost estimates if available. Zinnel was also given permission to look into changing city code regarding natural gas interfacing and coating.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the Wednesday, May 6, 2026 meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

/s/ Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

