MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, January 5, 2026 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, January 5, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Stuart Simonson, Rodney Johnson, Karla Walker, Pamela Kollasch and Tim Schneider via conference call.  Others in attendance were WFD Fire Chief Eric Goodman, Superintendent of Utilities James Zinnel, and Jordan (Allen) Walker.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Whittemore Fire Department Chief Eric Goodman gave a positive report of the past 12-18 months for the local rescue services: 
On the fire department side:  New reporting software went into use on January 1st this year, which will allow for more accurate and instant statistical availability of calls & response information for the department.  WFD is looking to update the attack truck, which is used mainly for grass and field fires.  Approximately $20,000 was spent this past year to re-tin the valleys of the roof on the station.  Goodman also stated that when adding new firemen to the force, it costs $5,000 to outfit one individual with fire-fighting gear.  Current WFD roster consists of 22 certified fire fighters.   
On the ambulance side: Whittemore EMS is lucky to be able to have a paramedic living in the community who rides with the local rescue service, although Whittemore EMS is rated as a “basic” level service. Current EMT roster contains seven (7) EMT-Bs, two (2) RN Exempt personnel, and one (1) Paramedic (EMS).  Whittemore is blessed to have such dedicated individuals! Due to a high frequency of calls, the local ambulance service now charges $150.00 for lift-assists.  Goodman stated Whittemore has a great working relationship with the County EMS and that the joint service is the best thing to ever happen to Kossuth County EMS.  Proudly noted by Goodman and expressed to the Council was an incident during a recent State Inspection where the inspector observed and commented about how clean the town of Whittemore is kept, along with the WFD station and equipment. This is a compliment to everyone!  

Chief Goodman thanked the Mayor and Council, along with the public, for continued support of WFD and EMS.  At this time the departments are planning to cut back on spending in order to build the coffers.  The Mayor and Council appreciated the annual report.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the December 1, 2025 regular meeting were approved as published in the December 11, 2025 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month December, 2025 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $18750.20; Electric $56561.54; Natural Gas $23028.28; Water $14008.97; Sewer Rental $10565.65; Solid Waste $5492.26; Payroll $28797.48; Equipment $1058.91; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $513.00; Road Use Tax $4709.11; Customer Deposit $1050.00; Debt Service $118.36; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2.48; Library Regular $1640.18; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings Account $0.93; and Swimming Pool Savings $1.56.  Total Receipts for December, 2025: $166,356.23.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month: General $18700.97; Electric $45709.86; Natural Gas (including PEFA gas purchased) $28720.34; Water $12371.84; Sewer Rental $9022.17; Solid Waste $4285.19; Payroll $30995.69; Equipment $1058.91; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Regular $19395.26; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none.  Total Disbursement for December 2025: $170,317.55.  The Clerk noted the Whittemore Public Library has been approved to receive a $6,000 grant from Kossuth County Community Foundation to assist with the cost of new air conditioning and furnace units in the local facility.  After questions regarding disbursements were answered and a final review was completed, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to accept the December, 2025 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2026-01; a Resolution Approving the December 2025 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $85,142.18. Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Resolution No. 2026-01 was duly adopted.

The following claims were presented for payment:  
Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas reservations charges, December service fee, and natural gas purchased totaling $11189.41; PEFA Inc., natural gas purchased $6208.80; Total (all) employee wages $13559.32; Mayor and Council Members, 4th quarter 2025 meetings attended $556.41; Iowa Finance Authority, interest payment on Sewer Improvement Project loan $4289.26; NEW Cooperative, (November) fuel statement $724.68; Card Services, monthly statement for purchases/continuing education $805.17 (total); Treasurer, State of Iowa, November Sales, LOST & Use taxes $1663.47 and Water Excises Taxes $665.55; Liberty National, insurance $242.92; Advantage Administration, December cafeteria plan withholdings $220.00; Farmers State Bank, ACH processing fee $5.00; Wells Fargo Equipment, Library copier leasing & copies $118.77; Center Point Large Print, books $159.70; Wood Magazine, 1 yr subscription renewal $29.99; Algona Publishing, 1 yr subscription renewal $63.00; Spillville Public Library, books $4.00; Villisca Public Library, book $12.00; Country Farmhouse Magazine, 1 yr subscription renewal $15.00; Card Services, books & supplies at Library $212.79; The Library Store, books $128.88; Presto-X, monthly pest control $123.50; Shamrock Training Services, BLS recertifications for four firemen $131.40; 154i, LLC, website update $30.00; Algona Publishing, ads in support of US Veterans & 4-H $110.00; Bomgaars, shop supplies $93.97; IMT Insurance, annual surety bond $100.00; and Irby Co., street lights/bulbs $1979.50; 
Also, Hawkins Co., chemicals at Water Plant $268.81; IAMU, Natural Gas annual regulator station inspection & Business District Leak Survey $1058.30; Omni-Site, 1 yr alarm subscription at Sewer Plant $285.11; Mid-American Research, sewer solvent $4608.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees (3 months) $2654.73; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $120.14; The Retrofit Co., electronics recycling $295.00; Freightliner Truck Center, repairs on Garbage Truck, including towing charges (DEF) $2277.54; BARCO Municipal Products, snow plow tire chains $597.16; Tom Eischen Sales, snow blower purchased for municipal use $2099.00; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, snow plow truck repairs $2606.08 and street sweeper repairs $157.50; Vestis, December rugs/mops/uniforms $1005.96 (2 months); NW Comm, (all) monthly telephone, FAX & internet fees $416.12; City of Whittemore, utilities $6636.5; Foundation Analytical, water/drinking water/lagoon samples testing $100.00; Spencer Office Supplies, December statement $83.18; Visual Edge IT, City Hall copies $34.93; Great American Financial, City Hall copier leasing $64.20; L&G Inc., December statement $2293.31; NEW Cooperative, (December) fuel statement and annual LP Gas tank rental at Sewer Plant $1610.14 (total); and City of Whittemore, December (total) petty cash expenses $265.63.  Motion was then made by Kollasch and seconded by Simonson to approve the bills presented, along with any other regular statements received before January 10.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for Builder’s Permits submitted at this meeting..  The Council reviewed and reiterated the policies adopted by Resolution No. 2025-02 in February, 2025 whereby the “Whittemore Building Code REQUIRES any new structure be placed on a lot a minimum of 6’ off the alley right-of-way and a minimum of 3’ off side yards.  Failure to meet these specifications and all other regulations listed in the City Code will result in a sizeable fine to the owner and/or a requirement to move or redesign the structure to abide by Whittemore Building Code.  It is the property owner’s responsibility to ensure the structure is placed on the lot as described in the application.  Any deviation requires a new Building Permit Application.”  Supt. Zinnel also stated municipal workers no longer locate property lines; it is the property owner’s responsibility and expense to have lot lines established and plat pins set by a professional surveyor.
Council reviewed three applications for employment, they being from the following individuals for listed positions:


Rena R. Hansen:  518 Second Street, Whittemore.  Applying for the position of Deputy City Clerk.


Holly Simonson:  506 Third Street, Whittemore.  Applying for the position of Librarian.


Jordan (Allen) Walker:  2205-20 Avenue, Whittemore.  Applying for the (full-time) Deputy City Clerk/Librarian position.

No action was taken on the open position with the City of Whittemore at this time; the Clerk was instructed to run the Looking to Hire ad in the West Bend Journal for another week all applications will be reviewed at the February, 2026 Regular Council meeting.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects ordered.

Supt. Zinnel had nothing new to report from the Iowa DNR or the Wastewater Treatment Plant & Sanitary Sewer System Improvement Project (SEH) engineer, Rustin Lingbeek.  When asked what we can expect or plan for in the new fiscal year, Mr. Lingbeek stated “nothing” at this time.  We need to wait for the IDNR to establish their requirements before any decisions or plans can be made or anticipated for further progress or improvements at our sewer plant.
Resolution No. 2026-02; A Resolution Adopting Revised and Updated “IAMU Operator Qualification (OQ) Plan Revision 1.1 (01/2026)” for Whittemore Municipal Utilities was then introduced.  Per requirement of the Iowa Utilities Commission for our submission to the Bureau Chief of the Pipeline Safety & Engineering Bureau in Des Moines.  The Operator Qualification (OQ) Plan is guidance and laws pertaining to natural gas and its operation by municipalities.  After further review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2026-02; A Resolution Adopting Revised and Updated “IAMU Operator Qualification (OQ) Plan Revision 1.1 (01/2026)” for Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  Simonson, AYE; Schneider, AYE; Johnson, AYE; Walker, AYE; and Kollasch, AYE.  NAYS, none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2026-02 was duly adopted.
Supt. Zinnel reported Central Iowa Televising (CIT) was in town for a short period of time in November to work on County-owned Drainage Tile No. 40 as it runs parallel to Kossuth Street here in Whittemore.  Zinnel didn’t think CIT workers probably accomplished much with regard to tile cleaning as they weren’t in town long enough to do so.  Regarding the November 7, 2025 Whittemore City Council’s letter to the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors requesting a response of their intentions for repairing and cleaning of said county-owned tile, no such answer has been forthcoming from the County officials; Mayor Elbert to personally contact the Board of Supervisor Chairman, Carter Nath, regarding the issue.  
Upon review of application, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to approve renewal of a Class C Liquor license, a Sunday Sale Privilege and an Outdoor Service Area  by T & S Ventures, Inc., DBA “Pitchers” for the one-year period February 5, 2026 through February 4, 2027.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The process of issuing or renewing all license permits with the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division is electronically completed via the ABD website.

Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Kollasch that the Council approve an application for a “One-Day/Temporary Transfer” of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion, State of Iowa, Class “C” liquor license to the Whittemore Community Center at 605 Fourth Street for use on Saturday, January 31, 2026 for the North Central Iowa Moving Veteran’s Forward Annual “21-Gun Salute Bingo Fundraiser event.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Council then discussed plans for another year of conservative spending and any new large and/or unusual expenditures to be included in the 2026-2027 Fiscal Year budget for the City of Whittemore.  Unusual or out of the ordinary items/projected costs to be built into the new budget include but are not limited to: exploring options for eventual replacement of the City’s current dump truck for use in the Streets and Trees departments($100,000); single water service upgrade or replacement ($10,000); and street repairs/patching ($100,000).  Supt. Zinnel was also asked to contact Bob Wagner at Blacktop Service to work up an estimate to repair Fourth Street north of the railroad tracks, possibly doing the work in sections over the next several (three or four) years.  Concrete resurfacing of this stretch of roadway was also considered.  The Clerk and Council will continue to work with FY2026-27 budget figures throughout the upcoming months.

The date, time and place for the next Regular Council Meeting was set for Wednesday, February 4, 2026 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.

The January, 2026 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  

There were no “City Committee Reports”. 

Mayor Elbert brought forward a discussion of properties in Whittemore that are starting to be piled up with junked or extra vehicles, piles of garbage, and other unsightly messes.  The Clerk was instructed to send a Nuisance Abatement Notice to the property owner at 414 Kossuth Street regarding the disabled vehicle being kept inside the city limits. 

Employees expressed their thanks for the Christmas Bonuses extended to them by the Mayor & Council this past holiday season.  The Clerk reported the Little League Concession Stand will again be operated by the Whittemore Warrior’s 4-H Club in 2026.  Projects eligible for the Don J. Whittemore Endowment Fund grant cycle were discussed; decision to have the Community Center south side bathroom renovation project be submitted for Endowment Committee consideration.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the January 5, 2026 regular meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
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