MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 1, 2025 – 6:30 P.M..
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at the start of the meeting.  

The “Oath of Office” was recited by Daniel J. Elbert, Mayor; Stuart Simonson, Council; and Karla Walker, Council; who were re-elected to each serve a four (4) year term of office at the November 4, 2025 City & School Election.    Also delivering the “Oath of Office” was Pamela Kollasch who was appointed during the November 3, 2025 Regular Meeting to fill the unexpired term of Councilwoman Rebecca “Becky” Lancaster, who resigned effective October 1, 2025.  Pam Kollasch’s term will expire on December 31, 2027.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was then called order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, December 1, 2025 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Members in attendance were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Kollasch.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance included Supt. James Zinnel.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Mayor Elbert welcomed the newest Council member, Pam Kollasch, and thanked her for accepting the appointment and for her willingness to serve the citizens of Whittemore.  Elbert also thanked municipal workers and all others who assisted in moving the 10+” of snow received this past Thanksgiving weekend.  It was a rough introduction to the winter of 2025-26!

As there were no corrections or additions, the minutes of the November 3, 2025 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the November 13, 2025 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for November, 2025 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $30880.69; Electric $66639.94; Gas $14014.81; Water $12737.15; Sewer Rental $9728.86; Solid Waste $5011.33; Payroll $23690.57; Equipment $1437.54; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $313.26; Road Use Tax $5049.34; Customer Deposit $500.00; Debt Service $333.74; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2.31; Library Regular $31.50; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $1.03; and Swimming Pool Savings $1.72. Total November 2025 Receipts:  $170,431.11.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $13243.98; Electric $73647.20; Gas $23987.94; PEFA Gas $6758.08; Water $18602.78; Sewer Rental $14073.42; Solid Waste $5763.68; Payroll $22940.03; Equipment $1437.54; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $87.50; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $none; Library Regular $5323.83; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none.  Total November 2025 Disbursements:  $185,923.30.
Introduction was then made of Resolution No. 2025-25;  a Resolution Approving the November 2025 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of $35,434.82.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to accept the November, 2025 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Report and Resolution No. 2025-25 as it applies to regular transfers for the month of November, 2025.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Kollasch.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2025-25 duly adopted.

The following claims were presented for payment:  Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, monthly service fee and natural gas purchased $6737.47; PEFA Inc., natural gas purchased $6758.08; Total (all) Employee Wages $13445.21; Farmers State Bank, November ACH processing fee $5.00; Kemco Tire, flat repair $75.00; NEW Cooperative, October statement $1270.46; Iowa Finance Authority, interest (water plant General Obligation) $87.50; Iowa Finance Authority, interest (water plant Revenue Bond) $875.00; Card Services, October credit card $147.27; Treasurer, State of Iowa, November sales, WET, LOST and Use taxes $1977.76; UMB, Inc., interest (electric system Revenue Bond) $23590.00; Advantage Administrators, November cafeteria plan withholdings $220.00; Wells Fargo Equipment, copier leasing at Library $111.58; Center Point Large Print, books $98.28; In-Fisherman, 2-yr subscription renewal $40.99; Sandy Long, books $115.99; Hanigan Writing Service, speaker fee and books $243.00; Author Jean Morken, book $18.00; Micro Marketing, books $51.19; Schmitt Hardware, new furnace and air conditioning installations $12460.60; Presto-X, monthly pest control $123.50; Lichter’s Garage Door Service, Pool chemical shed new garage door $1839.40; Kossuth County Auditor, November 3, 2025 City & School Board election expenses $734.47; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $36780.90; Irby, electric inventory $584.22; Quality Pump, on-site work at Water Plant due to lightning strike $1027.50; Iowa Rural Water, membership renewal $2254.00; Jetco, Inc., work on softeners at Water Plant due to lightning strike $2254.00; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $369.00; Bergman Plumbing, parts/labor to replace backflow $1046.12; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, natural gas annual regulator station inspection and business district leak survey $1058.30; and Omni Site, inspection/repair at Sewer Plant $537.10; 
Also, Shamrock Recycling, November recycling $120.14; Bonnstetter Auto Body, new battery & service 2007 pickup $334.23; Vestis, November rugs/mops/uniforms/first aid $500.48; NW Comm, all communication services $416.12; City of Whittemore, utilities $3479.98; Foundation Analytical Laboratory, water & wastewater testing $507.00; Spencer Office Supplies, November statement $36.70; Great American Financial, copier leasing at City Hall $64.20; L&G Inc., November statement including water main break and work on two gas mains $3777.50; Continental Research,, utility marking paint $1343.98; TP Anderson, preliminary & field work for FYE2025 audit $2525.00; Aureon, annual NCN website-related hosting fee $141.48; Iowa Utilities Commission, electric & natural gas direct assessments $2113.50; West Bend Journal, November publications $666.53; Dakota Supply Group, natural gas & water department inventory materials $1552.43; Card Services, November credit card including continuing education water/wastewater meeting expenses for J Zinnel and Open Meetings & Law registration fee for newly appointed Councilwoman Pam Kollasch, total all $340.84; and City of Whittemore, November petty cash expenses $423.02.  Upon review and after questions were answered, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims, along with any other regular/routine bills received before the 10th of December.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following Building Permit Application was submitted for Council consideration:

Dustin Brown:  711 Fourth Street.  Want to change (my) exterior doors, both the front and garage door.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Kollasch to approve the Building Permit Application by Dustin Brown as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for employment.

A list of delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Zinnel briefly provided a continued discussion regarding IDNR mandates for Whittemore Municipal Utilities Wastewater Treatment and Sanitary Sewer System.  He reported the Central Iowa Televising bid in the approximate amount of $77,000 is to “line”, not clean the sewer line in Kossuth Street that runs parallel to the County’s drainage tile No. 40 here in Whittemore.  The new CIT salesman misunderstood the City’s request for a cleaning bid and that he will get the correct information to us in the near future.  Project engineer Rustin Lingbeek, who has been assisting the City with state requirements from the start to present, is attempting to get the IDNR to give us more guidance on what to do next with the current sewer plant.  Testing levels have improved somewhat from when we started analyzing back in the spring of 2023, but still not enough to pass future expectations.  The Council believes we need to become more proactive in seeking grant funding but that we also need to determine first what needs to be done next; it is the City’s intention to stay in front of IDNR expectations, if at all possible.

Council then reviewed and discussed the City of Whittemore letter mailed to the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors % Carter Nath, Chairman, on November 7, 2025, regarding County District No. 40 drainage tile as it runs parallel to Kossuth Street here in Whittemore.  As of this December 1, 2025, city staff or officials have received no written or verbal response from the County Board of Supervisors, and the Clerk was asked to keep the topic on the City’s meeting agendas until such time that a reply has been received.
Resolution No. 2025-25 was then introduced; a Resolution Approving the City’s Annual K-PACEDC “County-Wide Breakfast” Speaker Fee Commitment for Fiscal Year 2025-2026..  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to contribute $750.00 to K-PACEDC to be used toward the speaker’s fee, thereby approving Resolution No. 2025-25 as stated.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Kollasch.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

The upcoming December, 2025 Community “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting was set for Monday, January 5, 2026, starting at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 315 Fourth Street.

Councilperson Walker reported on the Library Board’s continued search for a Director to replace Sandy Long who wants to retire.  The Board suggested possibly combining the soon-to-be-vacant Deputy City Clerk position and the Whittemore Library’s Director positions, thereby making employment by the City a “full-time” position (with benefits) in combining the two jobs.  The Clerk and Library Director to compose the Help Wanted ad to put into circulation where necessary.
Councilman Johnson reported the Whittemore Fire Department is asking permission of the Council to purchase for the unit, a snowblower for use at the station to move snow away from the building, doors, etc. where the City’s larger equipment is unable to operate due to size.  Estimated cost from Eischen Sales is approximately $2.900 for a Toro walk-behind snow blower.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to give permission to WFD for said purchase, with the stipulation being that the new blower is stored only at the new Fire Station and that is available if municipal employees are in such a need to use at City Hall or other city-owned properties.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Supt. Zinnel spoke about the growing need to reshingle the roof of the municipal Water Plant.  After further discussion, Zinnel was asked to put together a general list of requirements expected for the job, including a breakdown for types of shingles in an effort to keep the bidding process uniform and equal.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Following a brief discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to award the municipal workers, City Hall office employees, and the Library staff members an annual Christmas bonus.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Kollasch.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  It was noted that the Library bonus amounts are determined by the Library Board of Directors.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the December 1, 2025 regular meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
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