MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, November 3, 2025 – 6:30 P.M.

The meeting was opened with everyone in attendance standing and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, November 3, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance included Pam Kollasch, Allie Opheim, Megan Stone and James Zinnel.
No citizens were present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the October 6, 2025 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the October 17, 2024 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for October, 2025 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $92542.12; Electric $71064.05; Gas $16110.72; Water $12493.46; Sewer Rental $9692.07; Solid Waste $5364.89; Payroll $29078.23; Equipment $840.07; Special Account $77.30; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $217.35; Road Use Tax $4740.70; Customer Deposit $50.00; Debt Service $1235.53; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $6001.89; Library Regular $9061.07; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $1.06; and Swimming Pool Savings $101.76.  Total October 2025 Receipts: $258,672.27.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $12163.89; Electric $55542.71; Gas $13452.24; PEFA Gas $5687.75; Water $36131.13; Sewer Rental $9221.70; Solid Waste $9220.05; Payroll $28147.37; Equipment $840.07; Special Account $77.30; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $0.00; Customer Deposit $0.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $none; Library Regular $6744.23; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none. Total October 2025 Disbursements: $177,228.44.  Regular Checking Account balance on hand on October 31, 2025 was $28,513.77.

Supt. Zinnel reported now that the softeners at the water plant are up and operating correctly, the amount of bulk salt being used should lessen.  After review of expenses paid in October, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and affirming Resolution No, 2025-24; a Resolution Approving the October, 2025 transfers in the total amount of $110,251.60.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, monthly service fee and natural gas purchased $6737.47; PEFA, Inc., natural gas $5687.75; Total (all) employee wages $16551.43; Irby, electric inventory $6265.45; West Bend Journal, October publications $553.32; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Sales, Use, LOST and Water Excise Taxes $2362.99; Card Services, September/October credit card charges $598.97; Farmers State Bank, customer ISF charges $16.05; Dearborn National, insurance $395.85; Advantage Administrator, October cafeteria plan withholdings $275.00; Wells Fargo Equipment, Library copier leasing/copies $111.58; Center Point Large Print, books $191.91; Baler & Taylor, books $79.59; Micro Marketing, children’s books $44.65; Carnegie-Evans Public Library, book $10.00; Aureon, Watchguard subscription for (Library) computer $320.00; Wood Magazine, subscription renewal $29.99; Our Iowa Magazine, 1-yr subscription renewal $24.98; Sandy Long, reimbursement for meeting expenses/supplies $130.86; Presto-X, monthly pest control $123.50; Mid-American Research, shop supplies $174.00; Doors Inc., Community Center keys $28.00; and Algona Publishing. Firefighters salute ad $45.00.  
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $41225.33; West Bend Municipal Utilities, equipment & labor expense $1121.48; Quality Pump, lightning damage repair at Water Plant $2463.09; Algona Municipal Utilities, 10” repair clamp $385.00; Hach Chemicals, water plant chemicals $302.78; Westrum Leak Detection, two water line leak detections $750.00; CJ Cooper, annual administrative fee for random drug testing program $150.00; American Public Gas Association, annual membership dues $445.00; Koons Gas Measurement, inventory materials $2782.25; Central Iowa Televising, tree root cutting out of sewer lines $8035.12; Community Lumber, sewer line camera work and roto-rooter on Seventh Street $120.14; Kemna Auto, filter/oil change on 2024 GMC pickup $119.50; Vestis, October rugs/mops/uniforms $625.60; NW Comm, October communication services $416.12; City of Whittemore, utilities $2536.25; Foundation Analytical, (water/wastewater) testing fees $249.00; Spencer Office, supplies $369.91; Bomgaars, October purchases (natural gas & water services) $251.52; Great American Financial, copy machine leasing $64.20; L&G Inc., October statement includes water main leak repairs, sanitary sewer, natural gas work, alleys & streets $6650.66; Itron, annual utility meter reader walk-by program fee $1438.96; Supplies N’More, utility envelopes $706.65; Iowa One Call, locates $25.40; Dakota Supply Group, inventory $2728.27; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, quarterly safety training and natural gas distribution services $5,570.38; g-Works, annual subscription for utilities computer program $8400.00; and City of Whittemore, October (total) petty cash expenses $472.25.
Due to the early date of this month’s meeting, several regular monthly bills have not yet been received.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve the bills as listed, along with any other usual claims received for payment before November 10.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for Builders Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Stuart Simonson:  510 First Street.  Close two windows and wall air conditioner hole.  Replace all remaining windows with units of same size, also replacing a basement window.


Ron Waldera:  115 Fifth Street.  Replace shingles on roof of house (east side only) as a result of wind damage from storm in July, 2025.


EnRich LLC % Lee Kruse:  602 Broad Street.  Extend length and slope of ramp at Warehouse.

From October 6, 2025 meeting (second review or clarification by Supt. Zinnel requested):


Todd Isebrand:  Low-watt solar panels.  Supt. Zinnel can speak about his findings after talking with Todd.




No plans to hop on the grid; small panels to go on the roof of the garage and house


Enrich LLC % Lee Kruse:  Overhead door to be installed on west side of warehouse.  Approved by Supt. Zinnel after talking with Mr. Kruse.
Supt. Zinnel reported he has reviewed each of the application and found proposals to be acceptable.  He also spoke of the low-watt solar panels Mr. Isebrand plans to install at 314 Kossuth Street and that he has no intention of connecting to the electric grid.  Also, the overhead door installation and extending the ramp, both proposed by EnRich, LLC are at the warehouse of the facility and that there is room and availability to accomplish both requests.  Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve all applications as proposed and that Builder’s Permits be approved, per each description.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for employment.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Zinnel reported the City and Engineer Rustin Lingbeek continue to comply with requests by the Iowa DNR regarding mandates and reports affiliated with the Whittemore Municipal Utilities Wastewater Treatment project.

Upon motions by Simonson and Schneider, and by unanimous AYE vote of the Council, the following rates and charges were set for the Whittemore Community Center for 2026: 
2026 Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.

$150.00 per event

2026 Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event:

$250.00 per day, plus $100.00 deposit
- Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage -
2026 Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc):

$30.00 minimum rental plus $3.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):

$35.00 per event

2026 Winter Walkers (Nov thru Mar):  $30.00 per person, per season
Next on the agenda Council reviewed the vacancy created by the October 1, 2025 resignation of Becky Lancaster.  Pam Kollasch, Allie Opheim and Megan Stone introduced themselves for consideration of an appointment.  After further discussion, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to appoint Pam Kollasch to fill the term for the Council vacancy (through December 31, 2027); said seat will be on the next City Election for public vote in November, 2027.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, Simonson AYE; Schneider AYE; Johnson AYE; and Walker AYE.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and appointment of Pam Kollasch to fill the Lancaster seat vacancy is considered filled upon Kollasch’s recitation of the Oath of Office.  Also noted was the new Iowa law enacted in July, 2025 that requires all newly elected and appointed public officials to complete a 1.5-2.0 hr. (on-line) training course regarding “Iowa Open Meetings & Open Records Law (HF706).  Clerk Farrell to line up said registration for Kollasch at her convenience within 90 days of her taking office.

The date, time and place for the next regular meeting was scheduled for Monday, December 1, 2025 starting at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street here in Whittemore.

The upcoming “Community Events” for November, 2025 were reviewed.

Councilperson Walker reported the Whittemore Public Library continues its search for a new Library Director; very little interest has been expressed toward application for the position.  Consideration was given to sharing the position with another area director or having to cut back open hours if another qualified individual isn’t found; no action was taken on the matter at this time as it is ultimately the Library Board of Trustees decision to make.
The alley in the 500 block between Third and Fourth Streets was briefly discussed.  All residents should be aware that the alley will be cleared of snow this winter in accordance with the engineer’s measurements as plotted during this past summer’s survey to establish the City’s correct right-of-way.

Councilman Simonson announced he will be celebrating his 75th Birthday on Saturday, November 8, with an OPEN HOUSE being held at the American Legion Hall here in Whittemore.  The public is invited to attend; 5:00 pm pork loin meal followed by 7:00 pm musical entertainment.

The Clerk was instructed to compose a letter to the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors regarding their non-payment of a claim to Visu-Sewer for the work they have accomplished to date to clean out County Drainage Tile No. 40 as it runs along Kossuth Street from west to east in Whittemore.  Visu-Sewer has no intention of finishing the work until they are paid for their work so far, and this is a detriment and hinderance to the people of Whittemore.  This is the third consecutive year our citizens have had to deal with flooding issues directly related to and as a result of the County’s tile being plugged by tree roots and other flow-blocking issues.  The Whittemore City Council strongly urges the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors to take care of the problem or local officials will consider taking legal action against elected county representatives.

Clerk Farrell was also asked to send a “Nuisance Abatement Order” to the property owner at 105 Prairie Street, directing him to clean up the garbage bags and unkempt lawn area by 12:00 noon on Friday, November 7, or city workers will accomplish the task and he will be charged him with a Municipal Infraction.

The Mayor, Council and citizens of Whittemore thank Steier Ag for their donation of a “Food Box” to soon be conveniently erected outside the Whittemore Public Library.  The box will be free to participants and will help provide free food staples to people in town in need of such help.  Donations can be made to the box directly or taken into the entrance of the Library.  Joy Metzger and Maureen Elbert are in charge of stocking or purchasing for the Whittemore unit.  The Food Box was provided in connection with the Kossuth County Public Health Department.  No registration or other qualifications paperwork is required for anyone wishing to use the box.  
Supt. Zinnel has been in contact with Maguire Iron out of Sioux Falls, SD about inspection and exterior cleaning of the Whittemore water tower.  No work has been scheduled at this time.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 3, 2025 Regular meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m

/s/ Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
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