MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 3, 2025 – 6:00 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Pro-Temp Simonson in the absence of Mayor Elbert at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 3, 2025 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent: none.  Others in attendance included Steve & Lisa Goodman, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Steve and Lisa Goodman were in attendance to discuss the water service to their home at 101 Fifth Street.  The Goodman’s report they experience low to no water pressure whenever the Swimming Pool is being filled for the season and throughout the summer months, but Zinnel also stated they have had low pressure in the “off-season” at the Pool (example: in March)..  Supt. Zinnel and the Goodman’s shared pressure (testing) results and discussed what each party thinks the problem(s) may be.  At this time they are very happy with the water pressure they are experiencing, which is 40# inside the home (as measured by Steve Goodman) and they do not want to try and correct the issue at this time.
After further discussion, the Goodman’s were asked if they would give their permission to dig up the water connection in their yard the next time low pressure occurs (if weather/ground conditions permit the work) as a first attempt to determine the cause of the problem.  Steve and Lisa Goodman both responded “yes” and the City thanked them for their permission and cooperation.  Supt. Zinnel stated at the beginning of this portion of the meeting that their water pressure issue could very well be caused by filling the swimming pool, but the City hasn’t been given the opportunity to investigate the problem while it is happening.  The Goodman’s complimented Supt. Zinnel for his attempts to solve the problem; the Mayor Pro-Temp and Council then thanked the Goodman’s for taking the time to attend tonight’s meeting as a means of working together to solve the dilemma.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 4, 2025 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the August 14, 2025 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for August, 2025 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $12052.12; Electric $96644.35; Gas $12418.62; Water $13137.68; Sewer Rental $9956.66; Solid Waste $5066.63; Payroll $36953.75; Equipment $1815.84; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $192.99; Road Use Tax $4853.07; Customer Deposit $700.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1.83; Library Regular $163.25; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $600.93; and Swimming Pool Savings $10,000.69.  Total August, 2025 Receipts:  $204,615.73.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $63407.70; Electric $57207.64; Gas $13131.24; PEFA Gas $3562.89; Water $35481.68; Sewer Rental $7923.30; Solid Waste $5043.25; Payroll $36002.66; Equipment $1815.84; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $65,000.00; Customer Deposit $1900.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $none; Library Regular $6836.85; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; and Swimming Pool Savings $none.  Total August, 2025 Disbursements:  $297,370.37.   

Introduction was then made of Resolution No. 2025-20;  a Resolution Approving August, 2025 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of $144,227.08.   Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to accept the August, 2025 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Report and Resolution No. 2025-20 as it applies to regular transfers for the month of August, 2025.  Roll was called and vote was as follows,  AYES: Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Pro-Temp declared Resolution No. 2025-20 duly adopted.

The following claims were made or submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee, and natural gas purchased (total all) $6737.47; PEFA, Inc., natural gas purchased $3562.89; Total (all) Employee Wages $23121.87; Lynsie Wallace, Library contract labor $102.00; KCEDC, County-Wide Breakfast meeting expense $60.00; 154i, website update $30.00; West Bend Journal, July publications $352.79; Cook’s Scrap Iron, (2) bollards $323.79; Schmitt Hardware, Water Plant repairs after lightning strike $1770.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, July Sales, Use, LOST and WET taxes $3190.24; Card Services, Water Plant repair after lightning strike $578.88; Iowa DNR, Annual Supply Fee $54.03; Farmers State Bank, ISF & Stop Payment service charges $32.10; Advantage Administrators, August cafeteria plan withholding $275.00; Wells Fargo Equipment, Library copy machine leasing $111.58; Center Point Large Print, books $98.28; Baker & Taylor, books $218.56; DEMCO, laminating & label supplies at Library $182.60; Micro Marketing, children’s books $152.62; Tall Girl Publications, books $83.00; Glen’s Green Thumb, Library landscaping $750.95 (paid for by anonymous donation); Card Services; Library toner cartridge $67.99; Presto-X, monthly pest control $150.00; Ben Eischen, (up to ½ of) Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) treatment $150..00; Gary Erdman, EAB reimbursement $60.00; Rodney Johnson, EAB reimbursement $108.00; North Iowa Area Council of Governments, FY26 membership dues $506.94; Kossuth County Environmental Health, 2025 Class A Swimming Pool Inspection $243.00; Carrico Aquatic Resources, Pool chemicals $438.72; Spencer Office Supply, City Hall office supplies $15.55; Mid-American Chemical Research, safety/cleaning products $715.57; Jaelyn McCullough, Lifeguard Training Course reimbursement $215.00; and Kossuth County Treasurer, FY26 drainage assessment $496.55. 
Also, DGR Engineering, annual electric rate study $1680.00; RPGI, August power purchased $50,663.96; Linda K. Farrell, reimbursement for cost of required Electric Lineman’s Handbook (14th Edition) $63.06, Hawkins, Water Plant chemicals $426.06; Automatic Systems Co., parts/labor for repairs at Water Plant after lightning strike $4026.13; Murphy Farm Services, Water Plant generator inspection/parts/repair after lightning strike $3574.37; Andrea Thompson, mileage reimbursement $56.00; KRHC, random drug testing (DZ) $25.00; Mike Elbert, mileage reimbursement $56.00; City of Spencer, August landfill fees $756.87; Shamrock Recycling, August recyclables processing fee $120.14; KC Nielsen, Street Sweeper repairs $1983.64; American Test Center, Hy-Ranger/bucket truck annual inspection $475.00; NEW Cooperative, August fuel statement $824.39; Vestis, August rugs, mops & uniforms $625.00; NW Comm, monthly telephone/fax/internet fees $468.06; City of Whittemore, August utilities $4210.31; Foundation Analytical, water/swimming pool/lagoon samples testing $681.10; Bomgaars, weed killer chemical, mower blade $30.98; Degan Extinguisher & Repair, annual inspection of (10) fire extinguishers $259.50; Great American Financial, City Hall copier leasing $64.20; City of Whittemore, August petty cash (total) expenses $349.60; and West Bend Journal, August publications $380.00.
Upon review of the bills presented, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to approve for payment, along with any other regular claims received before September 10, 2025.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for a Builder’s Permit were considered:


Deb Kollasch:  322 Railroad Street.  Replace the overhead (west) door of shed north of the Car Wash at 322 Railroad Street with unit of same size.


Pete DeBoom:  407 Broad Street.  Replace steel roof of entire building, changing over to a rubber roof at 407 Broad Street.


Erin Forry:  708 Sixth Street.  Re-Roofing with shingles, house only at 708 Sixth Street


Stuart Simonson:  501 First Street.  Replace 4’x25’ section of garage floor. Replace one basement window with a vinyl unit.  Repair foundation where needed.


Stuart Simonson:  517 Second Street.  Pour 36’x15’ concrete driveway to garage; replace two south basement windows with vinyl units; fix eave and downspout that are missing; install storm door to west entrance; install three screens on west porch; replace old boards with new on east deck and add steps to patio; replace three overhead garage doors with new units.


Stuart Simonson:  215 Broad Street.  Replace four basement windows with new vinyl units; patch foundation where needed.


Stuart Simonson:  305 Broad Street.  Replace four sections of sidewalk north of garage by curb (4’x20’); pour a 9’x16’ concrete patio on southwest corner of house with 6’x4’ concrete sidewalk; patch cracks in basement foundation; build steps to house on southwest corner.


Don Long:  714 Kossuth Street.  Install a temporary fence enclosing horse pasture to within 6’ of Seventh Street alley on west side of houses.
Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept the applications as submitted and approve Builder’s Permits be issued.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Supt. Zinnel reported the City and Rustin Lingbeek of SEH Engineering continue to work on a Water Hardness Study; we were also notified by the IDNR that the City’s ammonia levels were over the limit twice and our response to them is that we will continue to work aggressively toward resolving the sludge issue at the lagoon.  He noted the sludge is too strong to be land applied.  After further discussion, staff was asked to seek legal opinion or counsel from an environmental attorney who can possibly pursue some sort of retribution or restitution (to the City of Whittemore) that might be available from Balchem/AI Processors, major contributors to the lagoon problems.  
Due to citizens continuing to blow grass clippings or raking tree leaves into the curb, which causes clogged storm sewers and backed up water, Council reviewed suggested wordage from Chris Diggins at the North Iowa Area Council of Governments for code modification as a means to make such actions illegal within the city limits of Whittemore.  A fine structure was also established making such transgressions punishable as follows:  1st Offense $50.00; 2nd Offense $100.00; 3rd Offense $200.00; additional faults would be deemed “Municipal Infractions” and charges would range between $500.00 and $750.00 per incident.  Official adoption of the Amendment to Title III, Chapter 1, Section 5 (3-1-5) “Streets” of the City Code of Whittemore will take place during the next regular Council meeting in October.
Upon motions by Lancaster and Walker, and by unanimous AYE vote of members present, Council approved Resolution No. 2025; a Resolution required by Iowa Utilities Commission Updating Whittemore Municipal Utilities “Inspection & Maintenance Plan” for FY2025-26.

Upon motions by Johnson and Schneider, and by unanimous AYE vote of the Council, the renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion for the property at 601 Broad Street were approved.  Current licenses are set to expire on November 11, 2025.

Upon motions by Walker and Johnson, and by a unanimous AYE vote of officials present, Dean Dahlhauser was re-appointed to a five-year term of service on the Planning & Zoning Commission with the City of Whittemore.

The date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting were set for Monday, October 6, 2025 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.

The upcoming Community Events for “September, 2025” were reviewed.

There were no City Committee Reports to be heard.

Mayor Pro-Temp Simonson regretfully accepted the written resignation of Councilwoman Rebecca “Becky” Lancaster, which will become effective at the end of the day on Tuesday, September 30, 2025.  The Council and staff thank her for her dedicated service to the community of Whittemore over the past 15 years.  Under Iowa Code the Council has sixty days (60) to appoint to fill the vacancy and is required to publish notice to that effect.  

After further discussion, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to instruct the City Clerk to publish a “Notice of Vacancy & Intent to Appoint” in the West Bend Journal in a timely manner expressing the Council’s intent to fill the vacancy by appointment during the next regular Council meeting to be held on Monday, October 6, 2025.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
Councilman Johnson would like to see the overhead lights installed yet this fall at the ball diamond at Noah’s Park.  Clerk to find a volunteer with a lift to supply aerial support for the project.

Supt. Zinnel reported on the following:

· Gave Council an estimate from D&J Tree Service to cut down two large trees at 704 Fourth Street; the current owner has given his permission for the City to do the work as the trees hinder overhead electric service lines and the approximate cost of $7,500, which is much cheaper than if the lines went down in a storm and the distribution system had to be repaired after such a catastrophe.  Council approved the quote.
· Iowa Utilities Commission conducted an inspection on August 27 and Zinnel reports there are approximately four (4) to six (6) crossarms that need to be replaced; when the City conducted such work recently it resulted in power being off for approximately 4.5 hours as only two employees were able to do the work.  Council approved Zinnel’s request to hire out the work yet to be accomplished, paying a crew to do the work on an hourly basis.

· AT&T will be removing existing equipment and replacing with new, their cellular antennas located on top of the Whittemore water tower.

Deputy City Clerk Andrea Thompson informed the Council she will be turning 65 years of age in January, 2026 and it is her intent to retire after her birthday on the 17th of that month.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Pro-Temp Simonson declared the September 3, 2025 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
/s/ Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

