MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, September 3, 2026 – 6:00 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 3, 2026 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent: none.  Others in attendance included Laurie & Dean Dahlhauser, Lisa Lohman and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Laurie & Dean Dahlhauser, who own the property at 215 Fifth Street asked to be present to discuss the new building being constructed on the vacant lot at 214 Fourth Street and expressed how they feel it is going to restrict the flow of water that, in the past, has been a problem and result of a heavy rainfall.  The Dahlhausers, along with a former owner of the house at 214 Fourth Street before it was lost due to fire in November, 2024, (Marcia Wilsey) state they were denied requests in the past to build a two-car garage unless they did tiling at 215 Fifth Street and to bring in dirt at 214 Fourth Street to help prevent water from coming into the basement.  Laurie Dahlhauser also reported neighbors are upset with what she calls the commercial machine shed.  Supt. Zinnel, owner of the new structure,  explained the dirt work was completed by L&G of Whittemore and that the new building should cause no problems as far as making the flooding worse, should it ever happen again.  He believes that the new building, in fact, will help push the water along faster as it won’t be able to expand as wide as it used to.
Mayor Elbert explained the new structure is in full compliance with the Whittemore Building Code referencing height, width, length, set-backs, etc.  Once the new building is completed, it will be a nice improvement to the community. The Dahlhausers complained their son, Nolan, who lives in the home they own at 215 Fifth Street can no longer watch the sun rise due to the new building now in place.  Councilman Johnson commented and feels we are lucky to have young people who are willing to live here, build here and stay here.  After further comments and discussion, the matter ended and no action was taken as none is required.
Lisa Lohman of 602 Palo Alto Street was in attendance to summarize with the Mayor and Council  her application to enclose her family’s property with a fence, and Council then turned to and reviewed the agenda item “Building Permit Applications” as submitted:

Sid Simonson:  105 Fourth Street.  Replace one window with unit of same size; reshingle roof and garage; replace siding (excluding peaks).  All work related to May 17, 2026 storm and subsequent damages.


Lisa Lohman:  602 Palo Alto Street.  Privacy fence:  22’ front yard; 20’ rear yard; 115’ and 28’ side yards.  This application VOIDS application submitted to the Council on August 3, 2026.


Nancy Johnson:  614 Fourth Street.  Concrete pad in backyard of house; composite (material) deck off back door.  

Lisa Lohman explained she fully understands what the application is requiring in that she must stay off the side-yard property lines by a minimum of 3’ and off the alley right-of-way by a minimum of 6ft.  She stated she does not want to hire a surveyor and believes their new fence, as described in her application, will meet all requirements and set-backs of the Whittemore Building Code.  Council and staff suggested she maybe stay back another foot or so from her design, just to be on the safe side.  She also commented that her neighbors to the north understand her plan and that they are ok with it.  Simonson suggested she get their agreement in writing or an informal statement expressing their approval, for future reference if necessary.
After further review, motion was made by Kollasch and seconded by Walker to approve all applications for Builder’s Permits, as submitted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There being no additions or corrections, the minutes of the August 3, 2026 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the Thursday, August 13, 2026 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for August, 2026 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $11614.18; Electric $74012.79; Gas $11189.10; Water $12308.81; Sewer Rental $9505.03; Solid Waste $4808.93; Payroll $25073.02; Equipment $3266.83; Special Account $884.96; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $100.52; Road Use Tax $6226.28; Customer Deposit $750.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1.07; Library Regular $none; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $1.80; Swimming Pool Savings $2.59; and Community Food Box $20.21.  Total August, 2026 Receipts:  $159,766.09.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $15986.78; Electric $73400.04; Gas $14300.27; PEFA Gas $3268.20; Water $17656.66; Sewer Rental $5320.87; Solid Waste $6840.08; Payroll $24160.51; Equipment $3266.83; Special Account $209.14; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $350.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $none; Library Regular $5728.62; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none; Swimming Pool Savings $none; and Community Food Box $71.53.  Total August, 2026 Disbursements:  $170,559.53.   

Introduction was then made of Resolution No. 2026-20;  a Resolution Approving August, 2026 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of $43,951.38.   Motion was made by Kollasch and seconded by Walker to accept the August, 2026 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Report and Resolution No. 2026-20 as it applies to regular transfers for the month of August, 2026.  Roll was called and vote was as follows,  AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Kollasch.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2026-20 duly adopted.

The following claims were made or submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee, and natural gas purchased (total all) $7747.55; PEFA, Inc., natural gas purchased $3268.20; Total (all) Employee Wages $14435.50; Sandy Long, contract labor $528.75; Card Services, purchases at Library $128.40; Treasurer of Iowa, July taxes $2189.20; Resale Power Group of Iowa, July power purchased $54195.96; Advantage Administrator, August cafeteria plan withholdings $220.00; Auriana Adamson, reimbursement for ILA Membership and Conference expenses $526.64; Aureon, Library annual fee $338.00; Big Soo Terminal, salt at water plant $5895.98; Bomgaars, trash pump repairs $87.82; Center Point Large Print, books $98.28; City of Spencer, June and August landfill fees $2088.68; City of Whittemore, August city utilities $3890.60; City of Whittemore, August petty cash expenses $246.00; Consumer Reports, 1 yr subscription renewal $39.00; Dave Koppen Construction, purchase of used dumpster $650.00; Dru Zimmerman, semi-annual cell phone reimbursement $90.00; Ferguson Waterworks, LLC, water pressure meter $575.20; Foundation Analytical, testing $130.00; Great Americal Financial, City Hall copier leasing $68.25; and Ingram Library Services, books $314.71. 
Also, Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, annual Business District Natural Gas Leak Survey $1257.65; James Zinnel, semi-annual cell phone reimbursement $90.00; A2Z Broadcasting, LLC, August “Career Starters” advertising (Library Director and Deputy City Clerk) $400.00; Kossuth County Treasurer, FY27 drainage taxes $612.86; L&G Inc., August statement $6179.38; NEW Cooperative, August statement $829.10; NW Comm, August statement (all services) $185.58; Nyemaster Goode, PC; legal services $245.00; Overdrive Inc., Bridges on-line books & magazines renewal (Library) $444.13; Sandy Long, reimbursement for Library supplies $60.73; Shamrock Recycling, August recyclables processing fee $123.74; Spencer Office Supplies, August statement $234.50; Supplies N’More, 3,500 utility bill envelopes $671.31; The Paradigm Alliance, semi-annual publishing requirements $1000.00; Van-Hof Trucking, freight charges for salt at water plant $789.35; Vestis, August rugs, mops & uniforms $552.15; Wells Fargo Financial, Library copier leasing $122.37; West Bend Journal, August publications $776.92; Aureon, August (3) computer anti-virus protection plan $90.00; Thompson Drainage, storm sewer repair $661.50; Hawkins Inc., chemicals at water plant $202.36; and Maureen Elbert, reimbursement for cost of items purchased for Community Food Box $188.79.
Supt. Zinnel explained to the Council that the residents at 101 Fifth Street have again contacted the State of Iowa regarding their low water pressure issues and after agreeing at the July 1, 2026 regular Council meeting to allow municipal workers to install a pressure-measuring tool inside their home, they have been reluctant to allow such action since the City first contacted them on August 18, asking if Zinnel and Zimmerman could come down and install the unit.  At this time the meter remains with the City and an in-person meeting with a State official is scheduled to take place here in Whittemore on Tuesday, September 15, in an attempt to mediate the situation and get the low water pressure issue resolved once and for all.
Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed bills for payment, along with any other regular/routine claims received between the meeting date and the 10th of the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no general applications for employment.  Council then reviewed four applications received for the full-time Deputy City Clerk position.  After discussion, the Clerk was instructed to contact three of the four applicants to set up interviews during the next regular meeting.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Supt. Zinnel had no new updates regarding the Iowa Department of Natural Resource mandates for the Whittemore Municipal Utilities Wastewater Treatment Plant and Sanitary Sewer System.

Council was able to review the upcoming FY2027 Street Repairs and Phase 1 of the Fourth Street Improvement Plan that is set to begin the week of September 14.  “Patch” work is estimated to cost approximately $6,380.00 this year, along with Phase 1 (of 3 total), “Fourth Street Improvements” estimated to cost $59,837.50.  As the City of Whittemore has budgeted a total of $90,000.00 be spent in FY2027 for street repairs/improvements, the balance to be used for patch repairs on Fifth Street north of the railroad tracks.  All work to be competed by Blacktop Service Co. of Humboldt. Council and municipal workers request the traffic’s cooperation throughout this process.

Upon motions by Johnson and Walker, and by unanimous AYE vote of the Council, the renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion for the property at 601 Broad Street were approved.  Current licenses are set to expire on November 11, 2026.

Upon motions by Simonson and Kollasch, and by unanimous AYE vote of the Council, Dr. Rebecca Walker was reappointed to a five-year term of service on the Board of Adjustment.  Other members of said Board include Dean Dahlhauser, Ben Eischen, Jared Carlson and Dave Koppen.

Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to re-appoint Nancy Johnson to a three-year term as Whittemore representative and commissioner on the North Iowa Regional Housing Authority Board.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Kollasch; NAYS, none.  Motion carried.   Her appointment to be effective immediately and upon her acceptance of the position.
Due to a conflict in scheduling, the date for the next regular Council meeting was set for Tuesday, October 6, 2026 starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

The September, 2026 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Supt. Zinnel reported Legacy will be in Whittemore after Labor Day to start the Iowa Utilities Commission’s mandated electric distribution repairs and upgrades.
Clerk Farrell discussed with the Council:

· Several parties have asked about putting signage supporting the Ryker Stone Family and their fight against Leigh Syndrome in the street right-of-way; Council was ok with it as long as the people posting the signs have the property owner’s permission to do so.

· Problems continue with people dropping off junk and other illegal items at the branch pile.  Council noted should this continue, investigative action will take place and when the perpetrators are identified they will be charged accordingly.

· The west and south entrance signs welcoming people to “Whittemore” are getting to be in poor condition; Council not willing to replace them just yet and wonder if the project could be paid for with part of the proceeds from the upcoming 2028 Sesquicentennial celebration.  Setting the date for the event will be part of the agenda during the October 26 “Betterment Committee” meeting starting at 6:30 p.m. at the Legion Hall.  Everyone is invited to attend.

Farrell also announced the period for the Fall Grant Cycle of the Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa is now open until 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 15.  Non-profit organizations and government entities are invited to apply.  

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the Thursday, September 3, 2026 regular meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.

/s/ Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

