MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, August 3, 2020– 6:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert on Monday, August 3, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Each person in attendance was required to wear a facial mask as protection against the COVID-19 virus and the inability to maintain the required 6’ social distancing at gatherings as set forth by the CDC and State of Iowa.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Jordan Lee, Rustin Lingbeek, Chris Diggins and James Zinnel.
Jordan Lee was in attendance to apologize to the Mayor, Council and citizens of Whittemore for his lack of good judgement and participation in the irresponsible act of disturbing the peace and marking the roads with vehicle tire burnouts on Fourth, Third and Washington Streets in Whittemore during the early morning hours of August 2.  City officials accepted his apology and thanked him for attending the meeting. The Clerk reported the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office continues to investigate the incident which originated following a party at 704 Fourth Street.
At 6:30 p.m. Mayor Elbert opened a Public Hearing on the “Proposal to Adopt the Whittemore Code of Ordinances 2020”.  Notice of such was published in the July 25, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal.  Council reviewed the suggested updates to the code (made by Chris Diggins of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments office during their May 4, 2020 regular meeting). There being no citizens present to be heard for or against the proposal, Mayor Elbert closed the Public Hearing at 6:40 p.m.
As a means of finalizing the Council’s decision to update the current (2017) edition of the Whittemore Code of Ordinances, ORDINANCE NO. 199 was introduced;  AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE WHITTEMORE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES 2020.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 199.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster..  NAYS:  none. Motion carried.

It was moved by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 199.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 199.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 199 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication in the August 13, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Mayor and Council then met with Rustin Lingbeek of SEH Engineering in Mason City and Chris Diggins of North Iowa Area Council of Governments for a preliminary discussion regarding the ammonia nitrogen and E.coli compliance schedule and other DNR concerns at the Whittemore Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant. Mr. Lingbeek reported the SEH Engineering firm submitted a required letter of proposal on behalf of the City of Whittemore for our sewer plant regarding a chloride compliance strategy, which was required by the DNR before the July 1, 2020 deadline. More target dates are on the horizons for additional work necessary to comply with Iowa DNR requirements for ammonia nitrogen and E.coli compliance. Another issue touched upon was the need for the City of Whittemore to reduce its I&I (inflow and infiltration) to the Sewer Plant.  A “Household Sump Pump Inspection Program” was suggested, along with camera-ing the remaining storm sewers in the system that have not yet been investigated.  
Chris Diggins of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments in Mason City discussed financial options for the work described above.  Low-interest loans are available thru the State Revolving Fund along with Community Development Block Grants, USDA funding, or bonding for the project.  We first need to commit to an engineering firm and then determine the amount of work that needs to be accomplished with a Planning/Design Phase.

The Mayor thanked Mr. Lingbeek and Mr. Diggins for attending the meeting.  After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to hire Rustin Lingbeek and SEH Engineering of Mason City as engineer and firm for a potential Whittemore Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant project and system update.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  We will continue to work with Chris Diggins of NIACOG as financial advisor of the same.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the July 6, 2020 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the July 16, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for July, 2020 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $31545.27; Electric $58241.39; Electric System Improvements Project: $3.05; Gas $17545.79; Water $13522.02; Sewer Rental $3564.49; Solid Waste $5286.29; Payroll $32794.89; Equipment $1478.68; Special Account $257.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $0.65; Road Use Tax $8473.68; Customer Deposit $525.00; Debt Service $15.88; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1.07; Library Renovations Savings $0.11; Library Regular $638.00; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.19.  Total July 2020 Receipts:  $173,898.77.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $44996.08; Electric $37724.10; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $32749.33; Water $5097.70; Sewer Rental $2063.83; Solid Waste $3251.81; Payroll $31522.91; Equipment $1478.68; Special Account $257.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $250.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $none; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $6699.20; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total July 2020 Disbursements:  $166,090.96.   Introduction was then made of Resolution No. 2020-21; a Resolution Approving July 2020 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of $74,457.17.    Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to accept the July, 2020 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Report and Resolution No. 2020-21 as it applies to regular transfers for the month of July, 2020.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-21 duly adopted.
The following claims were presented for payment: 
Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee, PEFA gas, and natural gas purchased (total all) $15372.24; Total (all) Employee Wages $20405.44; Glen’s Green Thumb, trees $127.98; Michael Adams, refund $200.00; Shamrock Recycling (June), recyclables processing fee $113.27; Gilman Services, contractor payment on Housing Rehab project $8980.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, June Sales Taxes $1035.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, June Water Excise Tax $742.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, 2nd quarter Use Taxes $1742.00; Dearborn National, insurance $395.85; Liberty National, insurance $108.50; Baker & Taylor, books $417.29; US Bank Equipment, copier rent $91.86; Lenovo, computer payment $130.08; Annie’s, book $20.99; Counsel Office, copies at Library $2.11; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; Cengage Learning/Gale, books $60.72; The Book Farm Inc., children’s books $14.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $123.94; Rec Supply Co., chemicals at Pool, $73.01; Fastenal Company, work safety glasses $40.31; Terry’s Welding Inc., weld on Pool diving board $312.50; Carrico Aquatic Resources, Pool chemicals and shipping costs $1659.73; NIACOG, membership dues and Housing Rehab Program #4 Draw $898.16; Kossuth County Emergency Management, civil defense dues $378.00; DGR Engineering, electric rate study follow-up $540.00; and D & D Services Inc., remove 10-cyl and 6-cyl generators along with the cooling towers from Light Plant $2,000.00; 
Also, Hawkins Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $305.50; Knipp Plumbing Service, annual backflow testing at Water Plant $190.00; Iowa DNR, annual NPDES Wastewater Operational Permit fee $210.00; James Zinnel, mileage $48.30; Border States. Gas distribution materials $270.20; Van Wert Company, gas meters and ERT installation $2910.50; CJ Cooper, (3) random drug testing $105.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing $140.00; CIT Sewer Solutions, storm sewer heavy cleaning $2162.00; Farmers State Bank, loan payment on Case loader $1097.49; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., mower blade $18.99; Aramark Uniform Services, first aid kit, rugs, mops and uniforms $516.10; Northwest Communications, monthly services $425.35; Spencer Office Supplies, office supplies $102.33; Iowa One Call, locates $6.30; Farm & Home Services, insurance update $420.00; Brown Supply Co., gas distribution and streets $1305.40; Itron, annual meters software contract $1008.00; Buscher Bros. Corp., three-phase generator for emergency use at Water Plant $19275.00; Iowa DNR, annual Water Supply Fee for FY2021 $58.93; Northwest Communications, antivirus program for computers $84.00; City of Spencer, July landfill fees $1120.78; Satern Builders, Housing Rehab project close-out/final payment $6740.00 (amount reimbursed by State IEDA); R&J Williams Inc., Housing Rehab project initial payment $12357.00 (amount reimbursed by State IEDA); Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $35047.11; Blacktop Service Company, FY2020-21 street repairs $99515.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $3367.15; and City of Whittemore, July (total) petty cash expenses $199.06.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed claims and any other regular bills received after the meeting and prior to the 10th of the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for a Builder’s Permit were submitted for Council consideration:

Mrs. Wilbur Knecht:  113 Palo Alto Street.  Replace east/west sidewalk from car driveway west to Second Street corner.  Also, replace sidewalk from front door leading out to east/west sidewalk.  


Whittemore Housing:  91 Prairie Street.  Replace siding and windows in the northwest building of the Whittemore Housing complex at 91 Prairie Street.


Bryan & Joanne Meyer:  704 Sixth Street.  Replace with new, siding and gutters on house/garage at 704 Sixth Street.
Discussion followed regarding a request by Jerome Knecht to cut the curb at the west end of the property at 113 Palo Alto Street to make the corner sidewalk handicap accessible.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the applications as presented, allowing the property owners at 113 Palo Alto Street permission to eliminate the southeast corner curb to install a handicap accessible sidewalk, at their expense. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

A “Demolition Permit Application” was presented at this time; a request by Andy Struecker of 206 Fifth Street to tear down the house structure (only) at 210 Fifth Street.  As the house is uninhabitable, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve the application.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES; Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Resolution No. 2020-22 was introduced; a Resolution Accepting Agreed Upon Procedures Between the City of Whittemore and T.P. Anderson Company, P.C. for FY2019-20 Annual Examination.  The City is in the final year of a three-year contract with T. P. Anderson Company of Humboldt to perform the City’s annual examination as required by Iowa Code.  This resolution accepts the agreed upon procedures, the same as last year plus any newly implemented conditions of the law.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2020-22.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-22 duly adopted.
Council then reviewed a new application for an Iowa Retail Permit to sell cigarette/tobacco/nicotine/vapor products by T&S Enterprise Corp. at Three Doors Down Liquor, 417 Broad Street, Whittemore. Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the application for the period August 3, 2020 thru June 30, 2021. Roll was called and vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The annual renewal fee is $75.00 and is payable to the City of Whittemore.
Due to the Labor Day holiday falling on the first Monday in September, the next regular monthly meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2020 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  At that time we will social distance throughout the office; face masks will be optional.  Council then scheduled a Public Hearing on the “Status of Funded Activities” with regard to the current Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program underway in Whittemore to coincide with the next regular monthly meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 8. Notice of such will be published in a timely manner in an upcoming edition of the West Bend Journal.

It was announced the Whittemore Swimming Pool would close for the 2020 season on Friday, August 14, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

A calendar of upcoming “August” events was recognized, including the American Legion’s Annual Chicken & Sweet Corn supper with Bossie Bingo to be held on Saturday, August 15 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Legion Hall.  Auxiliary members will also be serving Ice Cream Sundaes for a free-will donation during this event.

There were no City Committee reports.

The street vandalism and disturbance of the peace incident that resulted from a party at 704 Fourth Street was discussed.  All city officials feel this is unacceptable behavior in our community and they intend to pursue the perpetrators of the crime to the highest degree of the law.  The Sheriff’s Office’s is investigating and the city attorney to be called with the intent to prosecute the known individuals involved.

Councilwoman Lancaster announced she has purchased a second home in Eugene, Oregon and will be spending part of her time out there (with family who live in the area) throughout the coming years and winter months.  Whittemore will remain her permanent address.  The Mayor and Council feel we can continue to conduct city business with her as was accomplished by all members during initial months of COVID-19 or email, namely via telephone conference.  

City staff and legal representatives continue to work toward cleaning up unkempt properties within the community. 
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the August 3, 2020 regular meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.


/s/  Linda K. Farrell, City Clerk
