MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday, April 7, 2020 – 6:30 P.M.

(Due to the COVID-19 virus pandemic and the federally mandated 10-person gathering limit with the minimum of 6’”social distancing” requirement, this month’s regular meeting of the Whittemore City Council was conducted on a “Teleconference (audio) call” basis.  Officials and the general public were invited to call 1-515-887-6000 and enter access code 38733 after 6:20 p.m. to join the meeting.  For the record, everyone calling into the meeting was asked to identify themselves.)

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to telephone conference order by Mayor Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 7, 2020 in the Chambers of City Hall.  In attendance per teleconference connection were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance (per same means) for all or a portion of the meeting included Andrea Thompson and James Zinnel.

The Pledge of Alliance was recited at the start of the meeting.

Per teleconference call log-in and a verbal request by Mayor Elbert, no citizens were present to be heard during the “Public Comments” segment of this meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the  minutes of the March 2, 2020 Regular Council meeting stand approved as published in the March 12, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for March, 2020  were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $9563.90; Electric $60231.04; Electric System Improvements Project $21.33; Gas $64148.80; Water $12653.82; Sewer Rental $3253.51; Solid Waste $4295.62; Payroll $17595.13; Equipment $5452.85; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $201.79; Road Use Tax $2554.78; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $12.02; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2.69; Library Renovations Savings $0.30; Library Regular $223.68; Community Enhancement $none and Little League Savings $0.35. Total Receipts: $180,273.93.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $14481.91; Electric $33790.64; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $21721.23; PEFA Natural Gas $8128.67; Water $9652.54; Sewer Rental $3789.54; Solid Waste $5636.93; Payroll $19940.45; Equipment $5452.85; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $4700.41; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements $127,352.49.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to accept the March, 2020 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2020-13: a Resolution Approving the March, 2020 Regular Monthly Transfers totaling $73,454.94.  Roll was called; vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:  Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $16823.39; Clayton Energy Corp., PEFA natural gas purchased $8128.67; Total wages (all employees) $8903.43; Mayor & Council total wages, 1st quarter 2020 $552.64; Contract labor at Library $80.00; Card Services, February credit card purchases at Library $138.99; MaxYield Cooperative, February fuel $806.68; Tom Eischen Sales, February services $251.95; Shamrock Recycling, February recyclables $113.24; Farmers State Bank, utility patron’s NSF processing fee $16.05; Advantage Administrators, February cafeteria plan withholdings $180.00; Liberty National, insurance $86.80; Annie’s, book $7.08; Aramark Uniforms, March services $223.54; Arnold Motor Supply, shop supplies $116.21; Baker & Taylor Books, books $203.06; Bomgaars, supplies $9.98; Bonnstetter Auto Body, pickup brake repairs and trailer tires $375.43; Brown Supply, water valves $190.02; Card Services, new (dual) phone at City Hall $80.24; City of Spencer, March landfill fees $972.69; City of Whittemore, utilities $4989.62; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $239.28; Collaborative Summer Library Program, supplies $38.10; Counsel Office, copies at Library and City Hall $123.45; Country, subscription renewal $30.00; Dru Zimmerman, mileage reimbursement $93.10; E-Pride Office Products, supplies $298.85; Ed Adams, customer deposit refund $300.00; and Energy Economics Inc., natural gas meters $200.70. 

Also, Farm & Home Services, commercial Cyber & Privacy Liability insurance plan $1,000.00; Farmers State Bank, Case Loader loan payment $1097.49; Gale/Cengage Learning, large-print books $60.72; gWorks, 2019 W-2 forms $83.19; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Gas OQ Training and quarterly Safety class dues $1156.20; Iowa Rural Water Association, membership dues $225.00; Janice Morey, customer deposit refund $300.00; Koons Gas Measurement, regulators/meters $1807.32; Kossuth County Treasurer, culvert in new driveway on (west) Broad Street $504.00; L&G Inc., tree work $40.00; Leah Jones, customer deposit refund $350.00; Lenovo Financial Services, Library computers payment $130.08; Mangold Environmental Testing, routine testing $121.50; MaxYield Cooperative, March fuel statement $618.71; Micro Marketing, audio books $68.75; Northern Municipal Distributors Group, assessment dues $2172.91; Northwest Communications, March services $392.38; Outdoor Life, subscription renewal $24.97; Partners in EMS Education & Consulting, Whittemore EMS training/continuing education $450.00; Presto-X, monthly pest control $79.00; Quality Pump & Control, sewer plant pump repair $6366.91; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29449.06; Sandy Long, reimbursement $40.64;  Shamrock Recycling Inc., March recyclables $133.24; Suzie Murphy, customer deposit refund $150.00; The Pioneer Woman, subscription renewal $20.00; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., chain saw repairs & service $342.40; Treasurer, State of Iowa, March water excise tax $663.00; US Bank Equipment, Library copy machine rent $183.72; Van Wert Inc., new electric meters $1951.17; West Bend Journal, March publications $345.94; Whittemore Fire & EMS, annual payment forward Fire Station $2,500.00; and Treasurer, State of Iowa, March sales taxes $1,536.00.  The Clerk and Superintendent answered Council’s question regarding bills to be paid; motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster too approve the list as presented, along with any routine bills that are received by the 10th of the month.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

The April, 2020  requests for Builder’s Permits included the following applications:

Brent Opheim.  519 Fifth Street.  Put an 8x8 addition on the southeast corn of the house.

	Jason Besch:  506 Sixth Street.  On east side of new garage, add a 14x22 (floating) concrete pad.  Also, attach a (matching color) steel lean-to to garage to cover the new concrete pad.

	Paschal Grehan:  108 Palo Alto Street.  Pour a 36x10 concrete pad on north side of new addition to house to unattached garage; also repair entrance to front driveway and also replace current (front) sidewalk of property.

Supt. Zinnel reported all applications (as submitted) comply with the City’s Building Code and he also stated he informed Paschal Grehan that if there is ever a gas line leak or need for line repair at his location, the property owner is responsible for any damage or replacement of cement. as the natural gas line runs under their newly proposed concrete pad. Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the three Building Permit applications listed above.  Roll was called; all AYES, motion carried.

One application for a Demolition Permit was considered:

	Matt Koppen:  203 Kossuth Street.  Remove house from property.

Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve Koppen’s Demolition Permit application.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

The following Applications for Employment were submitted, reviewed and placed on file for future reference:

	Name/Address				Position Applied For:
	Amber Embrock, Emmetsburg		(returning) Lifeguard
	Helen “Ella” Nelson, Whittemore		(returning) Lifeguard
	Aurora Peters, Whittemore		(returning) Lifeguard


Due to COVID-19 and the State’s moratorium on disconnects being extended until May 1, 2020, no action was taken on utility shut off of delinquent accounts at this time.

Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to endorse Mayor Daniel J. Elbert’s COVID-19 Emergency Proclamation as presented during tonight’s meeting.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  AYES; Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared the emergency proclamation enacted and enforceable by law.  The Clerk to publicize in the City’s official newspaper, the West Bend Journal and post on the lobby bulletin board at  the Whittemore Post Office.

A status report from Clayton Energy Corporation regarding natural gas “Storage Volume Withdrawal” for the current winter heating season was presented at this time. As of March 31, approximately 21% of the City’s pre-paid stored gas remains in inventory to be used in a timely manner.  Councilman Johnson inquired about the City’s natural gas service fee and how it affects the month-to-month billing rate; he was invited to review the records in order to obtain a better understanding of  the (monthly) rate-determination process.

Supt. Zinnel gave a brief teleconference report on the status of the Swimming Pool for the upcoming season.  At this time all such facilities are “on hold” due to the COVID-19 virus and we are waiting for a decision and word from the CDC, State and County health officials as to when it will be safe for the citizens of Iowa to return to business as usual.  Following a brief discussion, the Council approved the concept of going ahead and ordering chemicals for treatment of the swimming pool water this summer in order to be ahead of those who don’t, with their actions thereby creating a desperate need for chemicals at start-up time.  If a decision by State  health officials renders the Swimming Pool season be shortened or cancelled for the year (with their decisions being related to COVID-19), the chemicals we order in 2020 can be held over for use in 2021.

Next on the agenda was an appointment to the Board of Adjustment.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to reappoint Dean Dahlhauser to another five-year term of service on the Board of Adjustment.  Roll was called; vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Other individuals on the local Board of Adjustment include David Koppen, Ben Eischen, Sondra Johnson and Dr. Rebecca Walker.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting was set for Monday, May 4, 2020 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  If the COVID-19 virus and state mandates for “6’ social distancing” are still in place, the Mayor and Council will again meet in the same fashion by which this meeting was conducted, namely teleconference calling.

All April, 2020 “Calendar of Events” activities previously scheduled to be held in Whittemore, including the traditional Easter Egg Hunts, have been cancelled due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Councilperson Walker inquired about formulating the City’s plan for fixing streets this summer.  The Clerk reported there will be $100,000 in the new FY2021 budget (available after July 1, 2020) for street repairs and patching.  Supt. Zinnel is looking to purchase a loader bucket full of cold patch from Blacktop Service Co. to fill a few of the more serious potholes until such a time as the repair crews can come to town. Once conditions of the country improve, we will be in contact with Bob Wagner of Humboldt Blacktop Service to develop a strategy for the best use of the new budget’s funds set aside for street repairs.

A brief discussion followed regarding City plans to work with FEMA to design a means of controlling heavy rains flooding of home basements in the 200 block between Fourth and Fifth Streets; the Clerk reported the concept is slow in developing as other disasters and problems have plugged FEMA offices and resources.  Municipal workers were directed to go ahead and get the drains opened at the west (stub) end of Clay Street as this action will help with any heavy rain flooding in the back yards of properties along Seventh Street.

Supt. Zinnel reported Wayne Clegg’s “Site Services Inc.” of Algona will be begin the process of removing asbestos from the Light Plant on Monday, April 13.

Mayor Elbert thanked the municipal employees and City Hall staff for their dedication to the safety and well-being of the community during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Council considered a request by the City of LuVerne to rent the City of Whittemore’s street sweeper for their use a couple times a year, as needed.  Under written advisement against such action by agents of Farm & Home Insurance Services, it was decided the City could not allow a rental agreement (as proposed) to take place.  In turn, City staff were asked to contact the City of LuVerne representative that the Whittemore Council would gift them the City’s former street sweeper (as is), which has not been sitting idle since July 2019 when our new unit arrived in Whittemore.  

The City of Whittemore has been notified by Kossuth County Community Foundation it has received a $2,500 grant for our “Gazebo at Noah’s Park” project!

There was no upcoming meetings schedule to be reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the first-ever “teleconference call” style meeting of the Whittemore City Council on April 7, 2020 adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk


















	











