MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, March 2, 2020 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 2, 2020 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Blair Redenius, Jennifer Harrington, Janice Morey, David Phillips, Matt Koppen, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Mayor Elbert opened the Public Hearing on the proposed 2020-21 Fiscal Year Budget estimates at 6:30 p.m

Blair Redenius of the Algona Rotary Club and Jennifer Harrington, a representative of “Bike Ride Across Kossuth”, were in attendance to give a short presentation about the upcoming June 13 event that will pass through Whittemore.  Mr. Redenius explained there will be two routes (a short and a long) to this year’s bike ride and with West Bend’s annual “Mindy’s Miles” not renewing in 2020, BRAK felt it would be a perfect opportunity to include Whittemore and West Bend in their annual bike marathon.  Proceeds from the ride are used to purchase bicycles for area youth.  After further discussion, the Mayor and Council thanked the BRAK representatives for their report and stated we look forward to welcoming the 2020 cyclists to Whittemore on June 13!
At 6:40 P.M. Mayor Elbert closed the FY2020-21 Budget Public Hearing.  No citizens present spoke for or against the budget estimates as published in the February 2, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve Resolution No. 2020-06, a Resolution adopting the FY 2020-2021 budget, as proposed, in the amount of $2,739,353 “Total Revenues and Other Sources” and $2,806,713 “Total Expenditures and Transfers Out”, with an estimated total tax levy per $1,000 valuation on regular property at $14.50948 and an estimated tax levy per $1,000 valuation on agricultural land at $3.00375.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-06 and the FY2021 city budget duly adopted.

Mayor Elbert opened the Public Hearing concerning the Proposed Sale of City-Owned Property at 203 Kossuth Street at 6:45 p.m.  Notice of said hearing was published in the February 20, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal.  The proposed sale is in the best interest and public safety of the community and is being sold to a suitable buyer, Matthew Koppen, in exchange for tearing down and clearing the two-story house from the property and properly filling in the basement with dirt, in a timely manner, with all related costs being at his own expense.  
There being no corrections or additions, the  minutes of the February 3, 2020 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the February 13, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for February, 2020  were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $3886.88; Electric $58011.23; Electric System Improvements Project $23.61; Gas $66988.37; Water $14379.16; Sewer Rental $4915.12; Solid Waste $5733.13; Payroll $17747.19; Equipment $2579.71; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $61.97; Road Use Tax $6217.90; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $34.93; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $71.97; Library Renovations Savings $0.33; Library Regular $400.84; Community Enhancement $none and Little League Savings $0.39. Total Receipts:  $181,115.05.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $14,387.89; Electric $38329.44; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $22622.71; PE
FA Natural Gas $9820.03; Water $22256.03; Sewer Rental $3482.56; Solid Waste $7072.70; Payroll $16930.90; Equipment $2579.71; Special Account $702.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $5542.54; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements $143726.83.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to accept the February, 2020 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2020-09; a Resolution Approving February, 2020 Regular Monthly Transfers.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
At 6:55 p.m. Mayor Elbert closed the second Public Hearing of the evening, the hearing concerning the proposed sale of city-owned property at 203 Kossuth Street in Whittemore.  No citizens present spoke for or against the sale as proposed.  Resolution No. 2020-07; a Resolution Approving the Sale of Property at 203 Kossuth Street, Whittemore was introduced.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to proceed with the sale to the designated suitable buyer, Matthew Koppen, in exchange for his work to tear down and properly dispose of the remnants of the house and basement, at his own expense, that are currently standing on the property.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-07 duly adopted.

Promptly at 7:00 p.m. Mayor Elbert opened the third and final Public Hearing of this month’s meeting, a Public Hearing concerning the Proposed Sale of City-Owned Property at 417 Broad Street in Whittemore.  Notice of said hearing was published in the February 20, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal.  The proposed sale of said property promotes economic development and reinvestment in the community, and is being sold to suitable buyers, T. J. Ricklefs and Shane Zwiefel of T&S Ventures, Inc. for the legal costs the City of Whittemore has invested as a result of a donation of the property to the City of Whittemore by the Joseph J. and Mary Straub Family.  
The following claims were then presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $16752.74; PEFA Natural Gas $9820.03; Total (all) Employee Wages $9574.96; Liberty National, insurance $86.80; Border States Electric, distribution $514.82; Baker & Taylor, books & audio DVDs $574.02; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, February copy machine rent $91.86; Lenovo Financial Services, payment on desk computers $130.08; Gale Cengage, large print books $60.72; Sandy Long, reimbursement $49.99; Counsel Office, copies at Library $16.80; Outdoor Life Magazine, subscription renewal $24.97; Country Living, subscription renewal $17.09; School Life, supplies $61.70; Presto-X, pest control $79.00; Iowa Parks & Rec, Zinnel CPO CEUs $155.00 and Zimmerman CPO registration  $300.00; Bomgaars, floor jack $187.98; Cook’s Scrap Iron, welding supplies $75.70; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $26255.01; Border States Electric, inventory and safety equipment $468.10; and Van Wert Inc., electric demand meters $695.50.

Also, Van Hof Trucking, bulk salt freight charges $506.11; Big Soo, bulk salt at Water Plant $3878.60; Hawkins, Water Plant chemicals $363.60; Hach, Water Plant chemicals $241.24; Quality Pump, repair pump at sewer plant $840.28; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $637.36; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; Farm & Home Insurance, premium on Garbage truck $1887.00; Arnold Motor Co., fuel filter $7.99; Tom Eischen Sales, trailer rim and chainsaw supplies $251.95; Bonnstetter Auto Body, trailer and 2003 pickup work/repairs $1230.49; Aramark Uniform, February services $348.02; Northwest Communications, monthly communication services $228.96; City of Whittemore, utilities $5543.25;E-Pride Office, supplies at City Hall $50.39; Mangold Environmental, routine testing $104.00; gWorks, meter reading software/installation $875.00; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, membership dues $3372.00; Brown Supply Co., distribution & miscellaneous $178.80; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $226.16; CNH Capital, loader relay plug $21.25; Treasurer, State of Iowa, February water excise tax $799.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, February sales taxes $1543.00; US Bank Equipment, March copy machine rent $91.86; and West Bend Journal, February publications $650.69.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve the above listed claims for payment, along with any other regular bills due that come in this month after the meeting date.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
At 7:08 p.m. Mayor Elbert closed the Public Hearing concerning the Proposed Sale of City-Owned Property at 417 Broad Street.  No citizens present spoke for or against the sale as proposed. Resolution No. 2020-08 was then introduced; a Resolution Approving the Sale of Property at 417 Broad Street in Whittemore.   Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to proceed with the sale to the designated suitable buyers, T. J. Ricklefs and Shane Zwiefel of T&S Ventures, Inc., for the legal costs the City of Whittemore has invested as a result of a donation of the property at 417 Broad Street to the City by the Joseph J. and Mary Straub Family.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-08 duly adopted.  
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were presented:

Harriet K’s B&B:  701 Fourth Street.  New siding, windows and eaves.  New garage overhead door.


Adolph & Ann Kurtz:  513 Third Street.  Installation of basement drainage system with outputs of sump pumps into back yard.

Supt. Zinnel stated there should be no problems with the applications as long as the work is completed as indicated.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the applications as presented and that Builder’s Permits be extended to the parties applying.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There was one application for employment, that from Lyubka Bruellman of Rolfe for 2020 Swimming Pool Manager.  The application was placed on file for future reference.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

As the mortgage for the 2012 Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Project at 615 Second Street has been successfully paid off in a timely manner, motion was made by Schneider and Johnson to approve a “Release of Real Estate Mortgage” document to clear the record for said property owner.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Renewal of the contract between Shamrock Recycling Inc. and the City of Whittemore for recyclables processing was considered.  The City has been paying $108.36 per month since February 1, 2016 and the four year contract currently in place has expired.  Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling Inc. presented a new four year contract effective January 1, 2020 at a rate of $113.24 per month for recyclables processing service.  Previous contract figured out to $0.215 per capita; proposed contract would be at a rate of $0.22 per capita.  The City is satisfied with the service provided by Shamrock Recycling, Inc. and municipal workers report the five-bin unit owned by the City that is delivered to Emmetsburg twice per week is always full to overflowing with recyclable materials. 
Resolution No. 2020-10 was then introduced; a Resolution Adopting a Four-Year Recyclables Processing Contract between Shamrock Recycling and the City of Whittemore.  As proposed, the new rate will be assessed to the City at $113.24 per month.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2020-10 thereby accepting the four-year recyclables processing contract between Shamrock Recycling and the City of Whittemore.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-10 duly adopted.
A status report from Clayton Energy Corporation regarding natural gas “Storage Volume Withdrawal” for the current winter heating season was presented at this time. As of February 21, approximately 29% of the City’s pre-paid stored gas remains in inventory to be disbursed by April 1, 2020.  During this portion of the meeting Supt. Zinnel conducted the semi-annual Natural Gas emergency training of City officials and operating personnel/staff for Whittemore Municipal Utilities.
Next on the agenda was the consideration of a proposal from Site Services Inc. to remove asbestos from the Whittemore Municipal Power Plant.   A bid from Wayne Clegg of Site Services Inc., Algona, in the total amount of $10,700.00 for removal and disposal of asbestos found in the intake and exhaust system near the 10 cylinder generator and also in pipe above the ceiling associated with the 6 cylinder generator was reviewed.  In order to keep D&D Services in operating order with their work schedule to cut apart and remove all the steel and iron associated with the decommissioned generators,  Resolution No. 2020-11; a Resolution Adopting a Proposal from Site Services Inc. for Asbestos Removal at the Light Plant was introduced.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to accept the Site Services Inc. proposal in the total amount of $10,700.00.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-11 duly adopted.
Final resolution of the evening was presented.  Resolution No. 2020-12; a Resolution Approving an Application at 714 Kossuth Street for Tax Abatement under the City of Whittemore’s Urban Revitalization Plan was introduced.  Owners of the property are applying for a residential tax abatement for property improvements.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2020-12; a resolution approving said application.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-12 duly adopted.

Deputy City Clerk Andi Thompson gave a report on the 2020 Little League program.  Sign-up is underway with deadline to do so is set for Friday, March 6, after which time the registered players will be grouped together by age to form Whittemore youth baseball and softball teams for the upcoming season.
At this time the Council reviewed two applications for employment to manage the Whittemore Swimming Pool in 2020.  Taking into consideration all factors (qualifications/certifications/date of application, etc.), motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to appoint Megan Besch, a three-year past employee of the Pool, to the position of “Manager” for the 2020 season.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  No other action was taken regarding the Swimming Pool during this meeting. 

As is standard for scheduling of the April meeting and due to the annual assembly of members of the Whittemore Gun Club gathering on the first Monday in April (with the week also being observed as Holy Week), the date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, April 7, 2020 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  

The March, 2020 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was considered.  

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Supt. Zinnel reported the City has kept its purchasing of concrete forms for catch basins to just one set, limited manpower being the deciding factor at this time.
Zinnel also spoke to the Council about the City’s recent need to repair/replace one of the pumps at the Sewer Plant.  Cost to do so:  $5,472.33 per quote from Quality Pump & Control of Mason City.  The need to have the pump fixed and running is greater this time of the year due to anticipated spring weather bringing warmer temperatures and snow melt, which requires all three pumps being in operating order at the same time.

Clerk Farrell reported the recently dismissed municipal employee has filed for unemployment insurance benefits and the City is appealing the action.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 2, 2020 regular meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.



/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

.  

