MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, February 3, 2020 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, February 3, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  Members Absent: Lancaster. Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included  included Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Jonathan Garcia.
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

At 6:30 P.M. Mayor Elbert opened a PUBLIC HEARING for the Proposed Maximum Property Tax Levy for Fiscal Year 2020-2021. As indicated in the “Notice of Public Hearing” published in the January 23, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal, the City of Whittemore intends to request $97,939 in Regular General Tax Levies, $44,200 in non-voted Other Permissible Levies for “Liability, Property & Self Insurance Costs” and $30,000 in Special Revenue Levies for “Other Employee Benefits”.  Total 384.15A Maximum Tax Levy is $171,579, an increase of one (1) percent.
Mayor Elbert declared the Proposed Maximum Property Tax Levy for FY2020-2021 Public Hearing closed at 6:40 p.m.  Resolution No. 2020-02 was introduced; a Resolution Approving FY2020-2021 Maximum Property Tax Dollars in the amount of $171,579.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approved Resolution No. 2020-02.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2020-02 duly adopted.

Council next reviewed the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 budget estimates which will include (but not limited to) itemized expenditures proposed by the Council of up to $100,000 for street repairs, $65,000 for a used 4WD or 3/4T pickup and snow blade; $22,000 for a generator at the Water Plant and $20,000 for a generator at the Sewer Plant (both considered essential public services); $5,000 for a robotic cleaner at the Swimming Pool; and $5,000 for a Gazebo in the green space at Noah’s Park. .  Following a report by the Clerk and discussion by the Council, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to set the estimated proposed tax levy for FY 2020-21 at $14.53521 per $1,000 valuation on regular property, which is up slightly from the rate of $14.45577 per $1,000 valuation (regular property) currently being assessed in Fiscal Year  2019-20 budget.  The taxable valuation of the community continues to gain strength and has been increased by the County Assessor to $12,122,667 (up from the previous rate of $12,022,139).  Roll call vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker..  NAYS:  none. ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.

The Council then set Monday, March 2, 2020 at 6:30 P.M. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a Public Hearing to be held for the proposed 2020-2021 Fiscal Year Budget.  Notice of same will be published in the February 20, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal. 

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the January 6, 2020 regular meeting were approved as published in the January 16, 2020 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month January, 2020 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $14395.89; Electric $59305.14; Electric System Improvement Projects $24.37; Natural Gas $61775.11; Water $11942.76; Sewer Rental $2818.76; Solid Waste $4364.60; Payroll $26295.16; Equipment $1742.15; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $146.94; Road Use Tax $6852.45; Customer Deposit $300.00; Debt Service $39.52; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $3.06; Library Renovations Savings $0.34; Library Regular $1517.93; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.40.  January 2020 Total Receipts:  $191,586.90.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month: General $30376.83; Electric $35563.97; Electric System Improvement Projects $none; Natural Gas $35840.12; Natural Gas “PEFA” $9012.78; Water $5339.05; Sewer Rental $4225.56; Solid Waste $4880.72; Payroll $25151.79; Equipment $1742.15; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $6206.03; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  January, 2020 Total Disbursements:  $158,596.32.  After review and questions addressed regarding disbursements, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to accept the January, 2020 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2020-03; a Resolution Approving the January, 2020 Regular Monthly Transfers as presented. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservations charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $24,685.09;  US Bank, PEFA-priced natural gas purchased $9012.78; Total (all) employee wages $14362.11; Spray Seal, maintenance shed work bay insulation $7498.00;  Treasurer, State of Iowa, December sales taxes $1578.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, December water excise tax $729.00; Advantage Administrators, January cafeteria plan withholdings $225.00; Dearborn National, insurance $529.05; Treasurer, State of Iowa, 4th quarter Use Taxes $3758.00; Baker & Taylor, books and audio books $524.02; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, Library copy machine rent $91.86; Lenovo Financial Services, Library desktop computers payment $130.08; Gale/Cengage, large print books $60.72; Sandy Long, reimbursement $10.27; Northwest Communications, three-year computer firewall protection $775.00; Counsel Office, copies at Library $13.76; In-Fisherman Magazine, renewal $36.00; Wood Magazine, renewal $29.99; Presto-X, pest control $79.00; Emagine, website update $18.75; Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Association, annual dues $50.00; and Wentzel’s True Value, ice grippers for boots $6.38. 

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $31929.89; Border States Electric, cap bushing $514.82; Brown Supply, ball curb stop $632.50; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1023.52; Waste Zero, 50 cases blue garbage bags $2733.20; Hi-Way Truck Equipment, 2-yd dumpster $645.00; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; CNH Capital Plus, blades for snow pusher $425.33; Aramark Uniforms Services, January services $364.05; Northwest Communications, monthly communication services $310.67; City of Whittemore, utilities $3857.32; E-Pride Office, supplies $198.75; Mangold Environmental Testing, water and wastewater testing $156.00; Schmitt Hardware, January statement $368.05; Van Wert, Inc., water meter installation; natural gas ERT installation and demand meters $21177.25 (total); Grass Masters, annual city property lawn care $1745.76; Treasurer, State of Iowa, January sales taxes $1330.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, January water excise tax $626.00;  MaxYield Cooperative, January statement $1056.89; West Bend Journal, January publications $499.19; Shamrock Recycling, January recyclables processing fee $108.36; T.P Anderson & Co., completion of FY19 annual exam $2,250.00; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $367.84.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the claims along with any other regular, monthly bills not listed.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no applications for Builder’s Permits.

One application for employment was considered:

From



Position


Megan Besch, Whittemore

2020 Pool Manager

The application from Besch was placed on file for future reference.  The clerk noted to the Council that the city is currently advertising for part-time summer help at the Swimming Pool in the West Bend Journal.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.
A status report from Clayton Energy Corporation regarding natural gas “Storage Volume Withdrawal” for the current winter heating season was presented at this time. As of January 31, approximately 57% of the City’s pre-paid stored gas remains in inventory.
Resolution No. 2020-04; a Resolution Approving an Application at 619 Sixth Street for Tax Abatement under the City of Whittemore’s Urban Revitalization Plan was introduced.  Owners of the property are applying for a residential tax abatement for property improvements.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2020-04.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried whereupon the Mayor declared the resolution duly adopted. Document submitted to Kossuth County Assessor’s Office for further action.
Resolution No. 2020-05; a Resolution Approving an Application at 706 Broad Street for Tax Abatement under the City of Whittemore’s Urban Revitalization Plan was reviewed.  Owners of the property are applying for a commercial tax abatement for property development and subsequent improvements.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2020-05.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Document submitted to Kossuth County Assessor’s Office for further action.
Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider that the Council approve an application for a “One-Day/Temporary Transfer” of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion, State of Iowa, Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, March 7, 2020 for an “Annual Banquet” sponsored by the Shrine of the Grotto of the Redemption of West Bend..  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Final discussion was held regarding city-owned properties at 203 Kossuth Street and 417 Broad Street.  Following Council decisions made during the December 2, 2019 regular meeting:

· City officials plan on turning the property at 203 Kossuth Street over to Matt Koppen whose intention is to tear down the uninhabitable house and clear the lot (100% his cost), then utilize the three-stall garage for trailer and small vehicle parking.  This action is described as improving public safety and well-being, thereby serving in the best interest of the community.

· City officials plan on supporting the intentions of TJ Ricklefs and Shane Zwiefel in their efforts to stimulate economic growth and reinvestment in the downtown business district with their development of two new business ventures at 417 Broad Street.  The building was graciously donated to the City of Whittemore by the Joe and Mary Straub family and the business plan proposed to the Council by T&S Ventures, Inc. is believed to be a direct response to wants expressed by the younger population of the town and is in the over-all best interest of the community,
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to set Monday, March 2, 2020 at 6:45 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a PUBLIC HEARING to dispose of the city-owned property at 203 Kossuth Street, Whittemore, and Monday, March 2, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a PUBLIC HEARING to dispose of the city-owned property at 417 Broad Street, Whittemore.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the February, 2020 Whittemore “Calendar of Events”.  It was noted the 30th Annual “All-You-Can-Eat Lenten Fish Fry”, sponsored by St. Michael’s Holy Name Society, will be held on Friday, February 28 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at St. Michael’s Parish Center.
Supt. Zinnel reported on the following:
· Tree trimming efforts have started and the crew will be focusing on Seventh Street in the very near future where it appears there are problems with branches brushing on the school bus.

· Mini-excavators seem to be cheaper to rent than buy for the small amount of work required from them by the municipal department.  Council agreed.

· D&D Services Inc. have started dismantling and removal of the two remaining, decommissioned Whittemore generators.  Municipal employees for the City of McGregor have also inquired about purchasing a piece or two from our engines for backup use in their Light Plant.
· John Buscher of Buscher Bros. of Algona has provided bids for purchase of DNR mandated back-up generators at the Water Plant ($20675.00) and Sewer Plant ($17005.00) as the 10-cylinder generator at the Light Plant has been decommissioned.  Prices do not include installation.  The Clerk reported these expenses will be incorporated into the FY21 budget.  Council suggested Supt. Zinnel contact Buscher Bros. to begin the purchasing process in order to take advantage of a $1,600 savings offered on the purchase of a 600amp automatic transfer switch required at the Water Plant. Payment for the total cost will be available after July 1, 2020.
Discussion followed after Zinnel requested the Council’s input regarding plowing streets when melting conditions exist.  Due to the problems that happen once refreeze occurs and melted snow has been allowed to sit on the streets, Council gave permission to municipal workers to put in overtime hours (if necessary) to remove melting snow from the streets when conditions are right to do so. 

The Clerk reported the 2019-20 Whittemore Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation program will be kicked off on Wednesday, March 4, with a “Contractor Open House” at City Hall beginning at 8:45 a.m. for introduction of the projects.  On Thursday, March 19 at 9:00 a.m. the process will continue with bid opening and possible letting of Phase I projects.
Blair Redenius of the Algona Rotary Club plans on attending the March 2, 2020 regular meeting to report on the upcoming BRAK (Bike Ride Across Kossuth) event which will be traveling through Whittemore in June.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to enter into CLOSED SESSION at 7:15  p.m. to discuss employee-related matters.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  At 7:45 p.m. Council returned to OPEN SESSION upon motions by Johnson and Walker and by unanimous vote of all members present.  As a result of the closed session portion of this meeting and his lack of cooperation in accepting the terms and conditions set forth by the Council, Jonathan Garcia was terminated from employment with the City of Whittemore.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the February 3, 2020 regular meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

