MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 2, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, December 2, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider and Karla Walker.  Members Absent:  Rodney Johnson and Becky Lancaster. Others in attendance included Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the November 4, 2019 regular Council meeting, as published in the November 14, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal, were approved as submitted.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2019 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $23273.58; Electric $58231.94; Electric System Improvement Project $29.15; Gas $46963.74; Water $12572.89; Sewer Rental $3082.04; Solid Waste $4358.17; Payroll $26694.61; Equipment $2381.66; Special Account $57.32;  Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $293.60; Road Use Tax $5528.78; Customer Deposit $575.00; Debt Service $469.09; Special Assessment $0.00; Library Improvement Savings $2.87; Library Renovations Savings $0.33; Library Regular $380.00; Community Enhancement $0.00; and Little League Savings $0.39.  Total Receipts and Transfers for the month: $184,900.16.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $22509.74; Electric $82300.53; Electric System Improvement Project $none; Gas $87755.78; Water $36797.41; Sewer Rental $3409.22; Solid Waste $6659.78; Payroll $25613.28; Equipment $2381.66; Special Account $150.39; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $225.00; Debt Service $245.00; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $7203.05; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements and Transfers for the month: $275,250.84.  The Clerk noted the larger-than-usual expenditures in the proprietary accounts are meter-related purchases.  After a complete review, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to accept the November, 2019 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2019-43; a Resolution Approving the November 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers as presented. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following bills were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation, service charges and natural gas purchased $24140.49; US Bank, PEFA Hedge Agreement Natural Gas Purchased $5479.25; Total Employee Wages $14732.16; Farm & Home Trust, purchase of property at 203 Kossuth Street for public safety and over-all betterment of the community $6909.70; Card Services, charges at Library and for Whittemore Betterment Committee (to be reimbursed) $93.07; Kossuth County Recorder, Warranty Deed recording fee at 203 Kossuth Street $17.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, October sales taxes $1088.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, October water excise tax $653.00; Advantage Administrators, November cafeteria plan withholdings $225.00; Liberty National, life insurance payroll deduction $108.50; Kossuth County Library Association, 2020 membership dues $25.00; Chad Lewis, program and books $390.00; Counsel, copies $28.02; Cengage Learning, large print books $60.72; Sandy Long, mileage/meeting reimbursement $89.60; The Learning Store, office supplies $83.14; Demco, office supplies $85.93; Magnolia Journal, subscription renewal $30.00; Our Iowa, subscription renewal $34.98; US Bank Equipment, copy machine monthly contract $91.86; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; Kmart, office and program supplies $45.69; Lenovo Financial Services, payment on computers $130.08; Baker & Taylor, books and audio books $829.05; Kossuth Co. Environmental Health, 2019 Pool inspection fee $270.00; Thompson Sewer & Drain, City Hall sewer cleaning $240.00; E-Pride Office Products, office supplies $50.49; Wentzel’s True Value, shop heaters $50.38; North Iowa Lumber & Design Inc., shop bay heating project $72.50; McMahon, Stowater, Lynch & Laddusaw, legal fees $380.00; Kossuth Co. Economic Development Corp., annual fee for virus protection $36.00; Presto-X, maintenance shed pest control $75.00; Border States Electric, LED street lamps $695.50; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32,809.36; Albion Labs, UPS postage for water samples $10.67; Hach Co., Water Plant chemicals $196.41; Van-Hof Trucking, salt trucking $517.24; Iowa Rural Water Association, 2020 membership dues $225.00; James Zinnel, mileage reimbursement $105.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing $198.50; Shamrock Recycling Inc., November recyclables processing fee $108.36; Productivity Plus, new radio for Case Loader $392.17; Bitz Small Engines, sander repair $41.55; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, street sweeper repairs $1,377.25; Hiway Truck Equipment, salt spreader chain for sander $340.53; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1,097.49; Aramark Uniform Service, November rugs, mops, uniforms and First Aid kit $338.20; Brown Supply Co., distribution materials $221.73; Nalltronics, (3) new security cameras to replace lightening damaged units $3,367.29; Bomgaars, Shop tools, November statement $521.81; Northwest Communications, monthly communications $297.48; Northwest Communications, (2) new computers & tech support at City Hall (per budget) $3,143.97; Buscher Bros Corp., Shop generator/compressor repair $340.20; .Bev Walker, repair starburst decoration $68.50; West Bend Journal, November publications $469.63; Hawkins Inc., Water Plant chemicals $320.70; Community Lumber Supply, jetting sewer line at City Hall $302.99; and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $328.36.
Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any other regular/routine bills received after this early-in-the-month meeting date..  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

One application for a Builder’s Permit was submitted for Council consideration:
Larry Johnson:
95 Palo Alto Street.  In the Spring 2020, construct a garage lean-to with sidewalks and concrete flooring.

No action was taken on the permit at this time; Superintendent Zinnel to investigate situation with overhead electric lines in relation to the proposed construction by Johnson. 
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

A report of stored,  PEFA hedged agreement and forward priced natural gas secured by Clayton Energy for the City of Whittemore for the 2019-20 heating season was reviewed by Council.  Mr. Lindley will be in Whittemore on Thursday, December 12, to answer any questions related to natural gas.

Supt. Zinnel reported on progress related to replacement of electric, natural gas and water meters for patrons of Whittemore Municipal Utilities; he reminded everyone that the homeowner is responsible for the cost to have a water shut-off valve installed or repaired inside the home.  Electric and water meters are moving forward as planned, however, a portion of the natural gas meters are original to the system and Brown Supply Co. does not have any replacement erts available for these old style meters.  At this time, if it turns out there are no replacement erts to fit our units, the City will be responsible for replacing the natural gas meters where applicable. 
As there was no new information from the County Engineer’s Office with regard to the Road Department’s 2020 plan to resurface a designated portion of County Blacktop B-40 that runs through the city limits of Whittemore, no action was taken on this agenda item.

Due to the absence of two Council members, no action was taken at this time regarding a price quote of $10,000 to purchase a robotic cleaner at the Swimming Pool.  
Council then reviewed terms and conditions discussed during the CLOSED SESSION portion of the November 4, 2019 regular meeting for disposing of the City’s  recently-acquired property at 203 Kossuth Street.  Matt Koppen has expressed strong interest in tearing down the two-story house located on the property and using the three-car garage as storage for pickups and/or enclosed business trailers.  He has also been given the list of terms and conditions imposed by the Council and agrees to the verbal stipulations.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to move forward with releasing the property at 203 Kossuth Street to Matt Koppen and having an attorney draw up the terms of the agreement.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Joe and Mary Straub Family have generously donated their father’s law firm office building at 417 Broad Street to the City of Whittemore.  Once all family members signatures  have been collected, the legal process will continue moving forward for the City’s final acquisition.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to continue working with TJ Ricklefs and his intentions for use of the building.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Motion was made by Walker and Schneider that the Council approve an application for a “One-Day/Temporary Transfer” of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion, State of Iowa, Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 18, 2020 for the 20th annual and final “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Due to the absence of Councilman Johnson who had requested the following item be put on this month’s agenda, the topic of a municipal employee clothing allowance was tabled for December and will be discussed in January, 2020.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to leave the 2020 Community Center Rental Rates the same as those assessed in 2019.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The 2020 rates to be as follows:
Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $100.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

 $250.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  

$30.00 minimum rental plus $3.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $35.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November 1 through March 31 annually):  $15.00 per person, per season

The December, 2019 Calendar of Events were reviewed and once again it will be a busy month of activities in Whittemore!

Council set Monday, January 6, 2020 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for the next regular meeting, the first of the new year and the first of the new decade.

There were no City Committee reports.

The Mayor and Council reiterated they continue to consider what is best for Broad Street business store fronts and they are reviewing options for vacant properties.  They continue to edit and simplify an ordinance that is not designed to cause problems for building owners, but which serves as a means of protecting the downtown business area from becoming buildings with permanent blank windows or long-term storage facilities.  Public notification will be given in advance prior to any action being taken on an ordinance to govern the downtown district, which is currently zoned B-2 “General Business”.

The Council continues to investigate grant and other financing options for water main replacement on Sixth Street.

The Clerk reported the state-required 2019 Fiscal Year exam by auditors from TP Anderson & Co. PC, was conducted on November 18 and 19.  A formal report will be reviewed when it becomes available.

The upcoming meetings schedule was presented.  Council was reminded of the “Ribbon Cutting” ceremony scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Friday, December 6, 2019 at the brand new facility known as J & J Custom Meats located at 706 Broad Street here in Whittemore.  
Following a brief discussion, the Mayor and Council awarded the municipal employees, City Hall office employees, and the Library staff members an annual Christmas bonus; the Library bonus amounts are determined by the Library Board of Directors.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the December 2, 2019 regular meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

