MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, November 4, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, November 4, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Rick Murphy, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

Mayor Elbert welcomed Rick Murphy who was in attendance to observe.  Murphy is a candidate for Mayor of Algona in the upcoming November 5 City Election.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Although there were no representatives of Farm & Home Services in attendance, Council reviewed renewal options in an effort to finalize the 2020 employee health and dental insurance coverage before the November 15 deadline to do so.  As the employee’s current plan, CompleteBlue2800 HMO, will expire on December 1, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to select Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield CompleteBlue 4000 for eligible full-time employees as the plan is comparable to the current coverage, but with higher deductibles.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the October 7, 2019 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the October 17, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of October, 2019 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $69603.38; Electric $57530.44; Electric System Improvement Project $30.52; Gas $27294.77; Water $12711.74; Sewer Rental $3044.56; Solid Waste $4919.01; Payroll $21925.01; Equipment $160071.50; Special Account $235.58;  Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $95.00; Road Use Tax $6264.69; Customer Deposit $1150.00; Debt Service $1192.98; Special Assessment $0.00; Library Improvement Savings $3002.53; Library Renovations Savings $0.33; Library Regular $7817.86; Community Enhancement $0.00; and Little League Savings $0.38.  Total Receipts and Transfers for the month: $376895.28.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $16686.04; Electric $46419.01; Electric System Improvement Project $21530.00; Gas $39201.01; Water $4713.56; Sewer Rental $9674.30; Solid Waste $158602.13; Payroll $25994.19; Equipment $160071.50; Special Account $192.75; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $1500.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $6599.55; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements and Transfers for the month: $491184.04.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to accept the October, 2019 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Resolution No. 2019-41 was then introduced; a Resolution Approving  October, 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of 372444.75.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2019-41.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-41 duly adopted.
The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $9883.24; US Bank, September 2019 (PEFA) hedge/long-term stored gas purchased $4358.70; Total Employee Wages $12103.11; CP Railway, annual rent $105.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, September Sales & LOST taxes $1138.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, September Water Excise Tax $686.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, 3rd qtr Use Taxes $917.00; Liberty National, insurance $86.80; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, meeting registration fees $1060.30; Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Water/Wastewater testing fee (J Garcia) $30.00; Dearborn National, insurance $222.00; Baker & Taylor, books and audio books $575.68; Center Point, large print books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, Library copier leasing $91.86; Lenovo Financial Services, Library computers $130.08; Gale/Cengage, large print books $136.08; Baker & Taylor, DVDs $72.41; Slash Point Sales, internet security/anti-virus at Library $54.95; K-Mart, Library supplies $36.03; Counsel Office, Library copies $11.44; Animal Tales, subscription renewal $34.94; Sandy Long, reimbursement of Library expenses including a tabletop podium (in memory of Donna J. Muller) $414.59; Presto-X, monthly pest control $75.00; Emmetsburg Little League, 2019 participation fees $625.00; Bomgaars, October materials $43.37; Municipal Supply Co., DeWalt drill kit $633.25; Central Iowa Distributing, municipal supplies/materials $186.00; NW Communications, service call for R-Mail program $84.00; Farm & Home Services, Clerk-Treasurer’s Bond $100.00; and Wentzel’s True Value, municipal supplies/materials $83.57.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $31880.37; UMB Trust Operations, interest on Electric Revenue Capital Loan Note $39381.25; Itron, electric meter setup to remove and endpoints $960.00; T&R Electric, single-phase pole mount repair $915.00; Jackie Rosario, refund of customer deposit $225.00; Albion Labs, UPS postage for water sample $21.34; Hawkins, water plant chemicals $209.40; Emagine, website update $18.75; L&G Inc., October services $1075.00; Paradigm Alliance, 2019 Fall (natural gas)  program mailings $750.00; Sensit Technologies, gas sniffer repairs $265.92; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; The Retrofit Co., tv/electronics recycling $653.55; Bennett Sanitation, roll-off dumpsters at 203 Kossuth Street $1460.30; Farmers State Bank, Case Loader payment $1097.49; Elliott Co., two gutter brooms for street sweeper $361.19; Bonnstetter Auto Body, pickup service $49.38; Liberty National, insurance $86.80; Aramark Uniform Service, October $371.39; NW Communications, October services $295.70; City of Whittemore, utilities $2666.91; E-Pride, office supplies $36.75; Iowa One Call, locates $16.20; Iowa Utilities Board, direct assessment charges $688.00; Brown Supply, inventory $683.66; IAMU, natural gas distribution work ($4796.98) and workshop registration fees $4971.98; Maintenance Consultants of Central Iowa, meters for replacement project $68,400.00; Border States Electric, materials for meter replacement project $2298.48; Choice Printing, office forms $107.40; Linda Farrell, (water testing) cooler reimbursement $29.95; g-Works, 2020 Annual License fees for utilities program, etc. $2920.61; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $385.43; City of Spencer, October landfill fees $1105.88; Treasurer, State of Iowa, October Sales & LOST $1088.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, October Water Excise Tax $653.00; West Bend Journal, October publications $295.41; Big Soo Terminal, bulk salt at Water Plant $3963.88; MaxYield Coop, October statement $873.60; and Iowa Finance Authority, interest on bonds for Water Plant project $2642.50..  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any other regular bills that came in after the meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were presented for consideration:

Stuart Simonson:  419 Broad Street.  Remove window north end and replace with sliding glass door and put on a 6’ deck; also, replace windows south end of building.


Stuart Simonson:  421 Broad Street.  Replace all windows; remove old deck and put 6’ deck back on; new siding and steps.


Jake Galligan:  306 Kossuth Street.  Tear down the 20x20 lean-to shed at north end of lot, then attach a shop (36x32) and garage (36x22) to north side of house and a deck on west side of house. 

Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed applications and that Builder’s Permits be issued.  Motion carried by unanimous “AYE” vote.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Council considered a correspondence from Kossuth County Engineer Doug Miller concerning 2020 Road Department resurfacing plans for a portion of County Blacktop B-40.  Kossuth County plans on resurfacing B-40 (aka 210th Street) between Highway 15 and Seventh Street as it enters Whittemore from the west.  At this time approximately 43% of the project (1,950 ft) is located inside the city limits of Whittemore.  The county would like the City to contribute toward the cost of resurfacing the 1,950 ft, but as County Engineer Miller did not have a price quote available for Council consideration, no action was taken on the request and the issue was tabled until such a time as the cost estimate becomes available.
Resolution No. 2019-42; a Resolution Adopting an Agreement known as a “Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU) for Kossuth County EMS to Utilize the Whittemore Community Center as a Shelter in the Event of a Major Disaster in Kossuth County was reviewed.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2019-42, thereby allowing Kossuth County EMS to use the Whittemore Community Center in any manner they deem necessary in the event of a major disaster in Kossuth County.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-42 duly adopted.

An updated “2019 Stored Gas” report from Clayton Energy was also reviewed.
An application for a Class B Native Wine Permit (WBN) and Sunday Sales Privileges from J&J Custom Meats, LLC, Joseph Harren, Owner, was presented.  The new locker plans on selling native (Iowa) wine as part of their daily business operations.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the application as presented and to move forward with the electronic application process.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Two bids to spray foam/insulate the shop area of the City Maintenance Shed were considered.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to accept the lower bid, that by Spray Seal, Wayne Clegg, owner, in the total amount of $7,050.00.  Motion carried by unanimous AYE vote of the Council members in attendance.
The Clerks explained that in late September a lightening strike took out all three security cameras that are mounted in the downtown business district.  Insurance is in the process of making payment for the damages, but “like/kind/quality” cameras to replace what was there before are no longer available for purchase; many improvements have been made since they were installed back in August, 2014.  Nalltronics of Corwith were contacted for a price quote and better-resolution cameras with vivid color pictures in lower light conditions are estimated to cost $3,367.29. As the cameras in their present location have served their purpose in several instances and cases of criminal activity in Whittemore, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to purchase three new, replacement cameras for the downtown business district from Nalltronics for the estimated (total) cost of $3367.29.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Council read a correspondence from the owner of “Can Do Redemption Center” in Livermore, Iowa, who is reaching out to surrounding towns and organizations offering to conduct a can redemption program with the City or other civic groups in Whittemore.  Council felt the idea was good in theory, but in reality, no one could determine a location where such an outdoor collection bin could be set in Whittemore that wouldn’t become an eye sore within the community or that wasn’t located on private property.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to decline the “Can Do Redemption Center” offer to conduct business in Whittemore.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Council then set Monday, December 2, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for the next regular meeting.

The November, 2019 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  The Whittemore Warrior’s 4-H Club sponsored “Kid’s Costume Party” held at the Community Center on October 26 was well attended and the group is to be commended for the excellent work and the event they continue to sponsor for children ages 0-12!

There were no City Committee reports.

As the 10-cylinder generator at the Light Plant is no longer in service, discussion followed regarding removal of equipment related to its operation; Supt. Zinnel to continue seeking means of clearing the area inside and outside the municipal building.

Supt. Zinnel reported:

· the snowplows and winter equipment are ready for operation.

· the strands of holiday lights that outline the upper portion of the Broad Street buildings will be checked before Thanksgiving.  
· A natural gas inspector from the Iowa Utilities Board was in Whittemore on October 29 and everything is in order.

· The starter on the Street Sweeper needed to be replaced and is currently being worked on by Whittemore Truck & Trailer.

The Clerk reported auditors from TP Anderson & Co. will be at City Hall on November 18 & 19 to conduct the required FY2018-19 annual exam.

Due to a recent incident, the City is now requiring owners to sign a “Property Line Locating Disclaimer” whenever employees are asked to define property lines within the city limits.
Replacement of all electric and natural gas meters for patrons of Whittemore Municipal Utilities is underway.  The individuals hired to replace all Whittemore water meters will begin work in the community on November 13th.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.  A “Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting” at J&J Custom Meats will be held on Friday, December 6 during their open house beginning at 9:30 a.m. The public is invited to attend this special event!

Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to enter into CLOSED SESSION at 7:35 p.m.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to return to OPEN SESSION at 7:55 p.m.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Results of the CLOSED SESSION were announced as follows:

· Council voted to purchase the residential property at 203 Kossuth Street for the safety and betterment of the community of Whittemore.
· The family of Joe and Mary Straub have donated their father’s law office property at 417 Broad Street to the City of Whittemore in order to help remediate and revitalize the downtown business district, and the Council thanks each Straub family member for their generosity and forward-thinking action.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 4, 2019 regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

