MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, October 7, 2019 – 6:30 p.m.
The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, October 7, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Councilpersons Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent: none.   Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Joe Muller of Farm & Home Services, Brian Thul, Zona Graves, Jim Schmitt, Pete DeBoom, Andi Thompson, Jon Garcia and James Zinnel.  The meeting was opened with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Joe Muller of Farm & Home Services was in attendance to begin discussing health and dental insurance renewal for eligible full-time municipal employees. The City’s current Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield plan is being eliminated and Mr. Muller suggested the Council look into the next comparable Wellmark plan, which presents a higher deductible.  Further discussion will be forthcoming at the November meeting, as the policy is renewable on or before November 15.  The Council thanked Joe Muller for his information.

At this time Mayor Elbert called for those in attendance to give their five minute remarks regarding agenda item ORDINANCE NO. 198 – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A VACANT BUILDING PERMIT AND INSPECTION PROCESS.  Brian Thul, Zona Graves, Jim Schmitt and Pete DeBoom all spoke against the Council’s intent to create such a municipal law.  A letter of protest against the issue was read from Bill and Cathie Richter, owners of the now-vacant Whittemore Frozen Food Center at 410 Broad Street.  Brian Thul stated he wants help from the City in promoting his vacant retail storefronts, not government intervention penalizing him for not having tenants.  Council members then stated the ordinance is not designed to cause problems for building owners, but serves as a means of protecting the downtown business area from becoming buildings with permanent blank windows or long-term storage facilities.  The Mayor apologized to the business owners in attendance for any misinterpretation of the ordinance, and thanked everyone for taking the time to attend this meeting.
Council declared no action be taken on ORDINANCE NO. 198 – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A VACANT BUILDING PERMIT AND INSPECTION PROCESS for the City of Whittemore at this time; moving forward the Council will continue to review the document and keep it on the agenda for future consideration.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the September 4, 2019 Regular meeting were approved as published in the September 19, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for September, 2019 were presented.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $10352.00; Electric $61625.48; Electric System Improvements Project $29.53; Gas $26340.46; Water $12752.30;  Sewer Rental $3012.43; Solid Waste $4622.97; Payroll $22423.30; Equipment $3199.34; Special Account $5357.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $1.74; Road Use Tax $7241.44; Customer Deposit $2050.00; Debt Service $232.22; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2.45; Library Renovations Savings $0.32; Library Regular $164.27; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $60.37. Total Receipts and Transfers for the month:  $159,472.94.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for September, 2019:  General $21665.41; Electric $77878.39; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $30371.36; Water $38043.01; Sewer Rental $5477.15; Solid Waste $4056.29; Payroll $25059.78; Equipment $3199.34; Special Account $5357.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $6599.31; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements and Transfers for the month:  $217,707.36.  
Clerk Farrell answered questions related to the reports as presented.  Resolution No. 2019-39 was then introduced; a Resolution Approving the September 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers.  Total inter-fund transfers made by staff, routine or budgeted, amounted to $86,119.76.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any additional routine bills received in a timely manner after the Council meeting, and Resolution No. 2019-39.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried; the bills to be paid were accepted and Resolution No. 2019-39; a Resolution Approving the September, 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers, was declared duly adopted.

Mayor Elbert drew attention to bubbling of the new paint on the water tower; Supt. Zinnel to contact K&W Coatings, LLC with regard to the problem as the City of Whittemore paid the company $26,100.00 in September of this year for cleaning and painting work completed in August, 2019.
The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $6991.72; Total (all) Employee Wages $11807.90;  Total Mayor & Council salaries for meetings attended, (3rd quarter 2019) $687.40; Card Services, purchases at Library $119.41; Helleseth Construction, tools/forms for City concrete work $3933.05; PEFA/Clayton Energy, August natural gas $4637.60; Farmers State Bank, wire fee $21.00; DGR Engineering, professional services $800.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1211.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Water excise tax $649.00; Advantage Administrators, September cafeteria plan withholding $180.00; Liberty National, insurance $86.80; Baker & Taylor, books $767.96; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, copy machine rent $91.86; Lenovo Financial Services, payment on five desktop computers $130.08; Gale/Cengage, large print books $60.72; The Library Store, office supplies $199.66; Sandy Long, reimbursement (DVDs, supplies, meeting expenses, etc.) $78.29; Kathy J. Wilson, program speaker fee $240.00; Reminisce, subscription renewal $25.98; Presto-X, monthly pest control $75.00; Emagine, website updating and annual hosting fee $203.45; Grass Masters, treatment for emerald ash borer (19 trees) $3280.30; Central Iowa Distributing, marking paint $252.70; Community Lumber, silicone $4.99; Iowa Economic Development Authority, July 31, 2019 downtown tour/evaluation $300.00; MSC Industrial Supply, shop materials $134.48; and Mid-American Research Chemical, break-a-way oil $260.22.  
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29419.17; Border States Electric, inventory $3034.52; American Public Gas Association, 2020 APGA membership dues $445.00; Northern Municipal Distributor’s Group, L&R fund assessment/dues $1481.10; Dru Zimmerman, mileage reimbursement $112.00; Brown Supply, valve box top/lids $126.00; PEFA/Clayton Energy, September natural gas $4358.70; Central Iowa Televising, clean/televise storm sewers $5720.00; Mission Communications, sewer plant service package $347.40; DMACC, wastewater training for J Garcia $500.00; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $956.91; Albion Labs, water samples postage $10.65; Iowa DNR, 2020 Annual Water Use $95.00; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; MaxYield Cooperative, September fuel statement $763.47; Bonnstetter Auto Body, new tires for 2007 pickup and routine maintenance/service $768.37; Productivity Plus, Case Loader, service call & repairs $1237.37; Elliott Equipment, 2019 Freightliner Diesel Garbage Truck $155625.00; Tom Eischen Sales, chain saw cable $39.80; KEMCO Tires, change out Street Sweeper tires $530.00; Liberty National, insurance $86.80; Aramark Uniform Service, rugs/mops/uniforms $564.81; Northwest Communications, September services $295.52; City of Whittemore, September utilities $2335.94; E-Pride Office, supplies at City Hall $101.97; Iowa One Call, locates $22.50; Creative Stitches, municipal employees safety green sweatshirts $95.25; Mangold Testing, routine/required water samples testing $276.00; K-Mart, cleaning and office supplies $41.89; Counsel Office, copies at Library and City Hall $130.98; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, September safety classes, Natural Gas Boot Camp and OQ training (D Zimmerman) $1975.30 (total); Drake Specialized Service, refund of customer deposit after final bill $325.86; Card Services, total September charges at Library, meeting/lodging expenses and grand opening plant $636.80; BARCO, signage $318.72; Schmitt Hardware, September statement $139.49; L&G Inc., September services $2444.36; Wentzel’s True Value, tools $25.98; Van Wert, new electric and natural gas meters $24418.28; Iowa Utilities Board, electric and natural gas Iowa Energy Center ET AL assessments $1194.00; Jon Garcia, mileage reimbursement $124.25; West Bend Journal, September publications $785.83; and City of Whittemore September petty cash expenses totaling $537.37.
After review of the bills, motions was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims and all other regular bills for the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Builder’s Permit application was submitted for Council consideration:


Thul Haus & Plaza:  413 Broad Street.  Apply copper (siding) to front of building at 413 Broad Street.
Upon motions by Lancaster and Johnson, and unanimous vote of the Council, the application for a Builder’s Permit was approved.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Canadian Pacific Railway Lease #3405902 was reviewed and annual rental fees discussed.  A portion of the natural gas regulator station in the alley to the west of the light plant sits on railroad property, as does other equipment related to the City’s former generator inside the light plant.  The natural gas regulator is permanent, and paying annual rent to the railroad is unavoidably our responsibility.  For the past several years the annual fee has been $30.00, but at this time the Canadian Pacific Railroad minimum base rate has been set at $105.00 for the initial term of one (1) year.  The new agreement “shall have no fixed expiration date but shall continue in effect until terminated”.  The base rate shall be subjected to review and shall be increased each year during the term on the anniversary of the effective date (November 1) by three percent (3%).   
Resolution No. 2019-40 was then introduced; a Resolution Accepting CP Railway Lease #3405902 Rent Adjustment Effective November 1, 2019.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to accept Resolution No. 2019-40 as presented.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-40 duly adopted.

An updated “2019 Stored Gas” report from Clayton Energy was also reviewed.

Council reviewed a “Request for Funding” letter from Kossuth County Economic Development Corp for the 2020 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees.  As the breakfast is held annually in Whittemore and the occasion brings 150+ people into the community the morning of the event, motion was made Walker and seconded by Lancaster to pledge $750.00 toward the KCEDC 2020 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the annual electronic renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion for their property at 601 Broad Street.  Current licenses are set to expire on November 11, 2019.  Upon unanimous vote, motion carried and the Clerk was instructed to submit Local Authority APPROVAL of the application.

Council reviewed the “Downtown Walk Around Whittemore, Iowa” summary of observations and recommendations given to the City of Whittemore by Jim Thompson, Downtown Economic Development Specialist with the Iowa Department of Economic Authority and Kris Patrick, Executive Director of “Main Street Fort Dodge” following their Mystery Visitor Tour of the community on July 31, 2019.  Copies of the document are available at City Hall and the Library for anyone interested in reading the two-page report.
The October, 2019 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was examined.  Whittemore Halloween Trick’r Treating will be held in conjunction with a downtown “Truck ‘r Treat” from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on October 31, 2019.  Houses wishing to host the ghosts and goblins should leave their porch light “on”!  If your home is not on a well-traversed path and you would like to participate in the trunk ‘r treat portion of the evening, you are more than welcome to join in the festivities along Broad Street.  
Councilman Schneider reported the smell of natural gas coming out of Albion Labs when the plant’s exhaust fans kick on; Supt. Zinnel to investigate the situation.

Councilperson Walker suggested putting a copy of the Snow Emergency Ordinance in the next utility bill mailing; the Clerk’s Office to comply.

Councilman Johnson had several concerns regarding electric wires and poles; Supt. Zinnel and the municipal employees to remedy situations that warrant upgrading, repair or replacement.  

Mayor Elbert suggests contacting Fairbanks-Morse for junking out the 10-cylinder generator at the Light Plant. 

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.  Special mention was made of the next regular Whittemore Community Betterment Club meeting which will be held on Tuesday, October 22 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Legion Hall.  The public, especially the younger generation, is welcome to attend!
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the October 7, 2019 regular meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

