MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 4, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, September 4, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Schneider, Walker, and Lancaster.  Absent:  Johnson.   Others in attendance included Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no members of the community present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.  

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 5, 2019 regular meeting were approved as published in the August 15, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2019 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $6735.23; Electric $69813.70; Electric System Improvements Project:  $32.48; Gas $23279.48; Water $12632.00; Sewer Rental $3020.71; Solid Waste $4514.04; Payroll $33267.31; Equipment $2743.74; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $1.90; Road Use Tax $7282.94; Customer Deposit $750.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2.69; Library Renovations Savings $0.35; Library Regular $311.72; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.42. Total August, 2019 Receipts:  $164,451.03.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $24682.88; Electric $56310.06; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $20807.09; Water $11529.68; Sewer Rental $3523.54; Solid Waste $4608.40; Payroll $32084.07; Equipment $2743.74; Special Account $78.97; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $100.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $7080.59; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total August 2019 Disbursements $163,449.02.   Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept the August, 2019 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $15147.72; Total (all) Employee Wages $20075.84; Card Services, July credit card statement/charges at Swimming Pool, Library and utility departments (total) $304.98; Farmers State Bank, patron NSF charges $32.10; Treasurer, State of Iowa, June sales taxes $1123.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, June Water excise tax $672.00; Advantage Administrators, July cafeteria plan withholding $225.00; BSN Sports, supplies at Swimming Pool $55.99; Brown Supply Co., dump truck repair materials $82.00; Grace Menke, Pool contract labor (teach swimming lessons) $78.00; Counsel Office, copies $29.24; Baker & Taylor, DVDs and books $561.30; Des Moines Register, (daily) newspaper subscription renewal $384.03; State Library of Iowa, FY Bridges E-Book Subscription Content Fee $314.60; Sandy Long, reimbursement for DVDs purchased $17.11; Cengage Learning, large print books $60.72; MicroMarketing, audio book $35.00; US Bank Equipment Finance, copier lease $91.86; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; Laura K. Keyes, “The Hershey Chocolate Company” speaker fees $320.00; Bugs N’Stuff, pest control $180.00; Degen Extinguisher & Repair, annual fire extinguisher inspection $35.00; Lenovo Financial Services, computer payments $260.06; K-Mart, Library supplies $32.49; Card Services, office supplies and books $119.41; A+ Tree Service, tree stump removal $400.00; Carrico Aquatic Resources, chemicals at Pool $288.95; Presto-X, monthly pest control $75.00; Emagine, update website $37.50; Border States Electric, distribution/inventory $6,404.84; West Bend Municipal Utilities, poles $1,091.27; State Fire Marshal, FY20 fuel tank registration $20.00; IAMU, electric distribution materials at new Locker & employee (natural gas) Boot Camp $6,160.13; and Power Line Supply, distribution safety gloves $51.50. 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased (August) $32,826.24; Koons Gas Measurement, replacement meter $2,758.03; Hach Co., chemicals at Water Plant $32.78; K&W Coatings LLC, water tower exterior cleaning and painting $26,100.00; Hawkins Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $300.00; Mangold Environmental Testing Inc., wastewater testing $49.00; Pitchers, reimburse “Pitchers” for expenses incurred from Jetter Clean to clean sewer where problem existed due to Avena Company boring thru their sanitary sewer line $706.47; Fowler Repair, new stove at Legion Hall (for which City has already been reimbursed 100%) $5300.00;  Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1,097.49; McPeak Trenching Inc., boring underground service lines $15,044.00; L&G Inc., August services rendered  $4,874.47; Aramark Uniform Service, August rugs, mops and uniforms $453.06; Van Wert Inc., new digital meter upgrades (electric only $14,250.00), radio charger and/software $19,308.15; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1261.87; Shamrock Recycling, Inc., recyclables processing fee $108.36; Spencer Office Supplies, office supplies at City Hall $384.88; Supplies N’More, office envelopes and time cards $433.87; Northwest Communications, all communication services $295.52; West Bend Journal, August publications $322.54; MaxYield Cooperative, August fuel and (1) drum of hydraulic oil $1886.70;  Howard Mueller, gas budget refund after final bill $43.66; Brown Supply Co., materials for new Gas and Water service lines $5,150.52; Mid-American Research Chemical, weed killer chemical $2,334.75; Wentzel’s True Value, July statement $209.95; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., chain saw repair/oil $88.17; Schmitt Hardware, August statement R&M at Pool and Community Center, and work done at Pitchers due to Avena Company boring thru Sanitary sewer line $1,348.52; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,961.83; and City of Whittemore, (total) August petty cash expenses $353.43.
Supt. Zinnel and Clerk Farrell answered questions related to the bills as presented.  Resolution No. 2019-30 was then introduced; a Resolution Approving the August 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers.  Total inter-fund transfers made by staff, routine or budgeted, amounted to $73,489.21.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any additional routine bills received in a timely manner after the Council meeting, and Resolution No. 2019-30.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried; the bills to be paid were accepted and Resolution No. 2019-30; a Resolution Approving the August, 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers, was declared duly adopted.
The following Building Permit Applications were presented:


Randy Roeber:  410 Fourth Street.  Paving east side of building; adding paving to north approach and walk-in door.


Brennen Albertson & Irene Fitzgerald:  608 Broad Street.  Install a chain link fence from garage to shed to house.


Tom Illg:  206 210 Street.  Construct a 12x16 addition to south side of home, connecting to existing room.  

Discussion followed regarding a request by Randy Roeber to move the tornado siren from its present location near his (shop) property at 410 Fourth Street.  The Council agreed there is no need for the City to move the siren, but invites Mr. Roeber to attend the next regular meeting to be heard with regards to his concerns.
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve the three applications for Builder’s Permits as submitted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Resolution No. 2019-31; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 City Street Financial Report for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Schneider and Lancaster and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2019-31 was declared adopted.

Review followed of a Hedging Agreement by and between the Public Energy Facilities Authority and the City of Whittemore as presented by Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corporation regarding natural gas.  This agreement has been in the works for years and is finally coming to fruition for participating clients of Clayton Energy Corporation.  Mr. Lindley reports the purpose of this hedging agreement is to have the ability to convert the PEFA (Public Energy Facilities Authority) natural gas, which is currently priced at the monthly index rate, to a fixed price as we prepare for current and all future winter heating seasons.  

Resolution No. 2019-32; a Resolution Approving the Hedging Agreement By and Between Public Energy Facilities Authority and the City of Whittemore was introduced.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve Resolution No. 2019-32 and also to retain for the City’s use toward infrastructure, any discounts awarded to the City of Whittemore.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-32 duly adopted.

An updated “2019 Stored Gas” report from Clayton Energy was also reviewed.

There followed several resolutions and actions taken as follows with regard to the upcoming 2019 Owner-Occupied Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Program:

Resolution No. 2019-33; a Resolution Accepting the Iowa Economic Development Authority Community Development Block Grant Program Contract for the 2019 CDBG Housing Sustainability Award (19-HSG-024) in an Amount Not to Exceed $250,400.  By accepting said resolution, the State of Iowa will release the Owner Occupied Housing Rehabilitation grant funds to Mr. Steve Wendt, Community Development Planner with North Iowa Area Council of Government for the City of Whittemore.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept Resolution No. 2019-33.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT: Johnson.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-33 duly adopted.

Resolution No. 2019-34; a Resolution Adopting an “Equal Opportunity Policy” Relating to Community Development Block Grant Award(s) was presented.  Upon review, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2019-34 as stated.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and the document was duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2019-35; a Resolution Adopting a “Code of Conduct for the City of Whittemore” Relating to Community Development Block Grant Award(s) was introduced.  Upon review, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to adopt Resolution No. 2019-35 as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and the document was duly adopted.

Resolution No. 2019-36; a Resolution Adopting a “Procurement Policy for City of Whittemore” Relating to Community Development Block Grant Award(s) was presented.  Upon review, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to adopted Resolution No. 2019-36 as stated.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and the document was duly adopted.

Lastly, with regard to the CDBG Housing Sustainability Award, was Resolution No. 2019-37; a Resolution Adopting the “Affirmative Fair Housing Policy” for the City of Whittemore was introduced.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to adopt Resolution No. 2019-37 as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and the document was duly adopted.

The final resolution for the evening was considered, that being Resolution No. 2019-38; a Resolution Adopting the American Public Gas Association Agreement for Mutual Aid.  This resolution allows for members of the American Public Gas Association to perform specific services on an emergency or non-routine basis and in connection therewith, to make available such equipment, facilities, properties, and other resources as may be requested from each other.  The City of Whittemore is currently a  member of APGA.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2019-38 as presented.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-38 duly adopted.
Supt. Zinnel and the Council reviewed a price quote from Carrico Aquatic Resources Inc. for a robotic cleaner to use at the Whittemore Swimming Pool.  Total cost for such a machine would be $10,000.00.  Between man hours involved in the daily sweeping/cleaning and water treatment/chemicals saved, it would take approximately 2.5 years to recoup the investment expense.  Upon further discussion, the Council is very interested in purchasing such a robotic cleaner and has elected to wait until December, 2019 before making a final decision on the matter.  
At this time the Council considered implementing an ordinance to establish a “Vacant Building Permit” and  inspection process with regard to structures located in the downtown business district.  The concept was highly recommended to the Council by Jim Thompson of the Iowa Department of Economic Authority during his “Mystery Visitor” tour to Whittemore on July 31, and such action prevents vacant (Broad Street) store fronts from becoming permanent storage areas, thereby being turned into long-term housing for junk or other materials not needed or used on a regular basis.
Also included in the ordinance would be a “Registration” statement which allows an owner 30 days from the date the building becomes vacant to file the form.  Cost is free for the initial filing and six months following.  If after six months the building continues to remain vacant, an inspection of the building is made and a fee will be charged (determined by Council).  Each subsequent one-year period vacancy will trigger a re-inspection and fee.  The owner is responsible for all exterior and interior conditions of the building, as well as lot maintenance.  Failing to properly maintain the vacant building could result in increased renewal fees.

Upon further consideration, Clerk Farrell was asked to prepare an ordinance relating to vacant buildings and related permits for consideration during the October, 2019 regular meeting.  

There followed a discussion regarding the 10-cylinder generator at the Whittemore Light Plant.  This has been an on-going agenda item for the past several years and at this time, municipal workers are not 100% sure the 10-cylinder would last for more than an hour (if that) if we were to suffer a city-wide power outage.  Thankfully this has not been a problem since the 2015-16 electric system upgrades were made and the city is (now) being serviced by Corn Belt Power Cooperative.
Supt. Zinnel reminded the Council that the 10-cylinder generator at the Light Plant, in its present state, has not been started and run for over three years. Before that time if it was up and operating and allowed to run longer than 45 minutes, it overheated and had to be shut down.  A few years back the City received a minimum cost repair estimate of $275,000+ to try and fix the 10-cylinder generator, with no guarantees being made it would work for any extended period of time if or after the repairs were attempted. Without having to spend an extreme amount of money to make the necessary repairs, the City can no longer guarantee its residents of uninterrupted service.  

Should the Council decide to act and take the 10-cylinder generator out of service, the City would be required to purchase a generator for use at the municipal water plant and a generator for use at the sewer plant to provide such essential services to patrons in the event of a city-wide power outage.  Individuals would need to consider purchasing power systems for their own personal use; portable backup generators are sold locally and smaller units are affordable for the average household.  
After further consideration, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider, for the City of Whittemore to formally declare the 10-cylinder generator at the Light Plant deactivated and to retire the unit from use from this day forward.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.  Supt. Zinnel to further investigate the purchase of generating units for the Water Plant and Sewer Plant.  City Hall staff to compose a flyer for inclusion in upcoming utility bills announcing and notifying all utility patrons of the Council’s decision to deactivate the 10-cylinder unit.  If individual households make the decision to acquire residential generators for uninterrupted electric service, the property owner will be doing so at their own expense.  Commercial and industrial customers will also be responsible for notifying management of the Council’s decision regarding the provision of emergency-only electrical service.
The date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Monday, October 7, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.
The September 2019 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.

There were no City Committee reports to be heard.

Supt. Zinnel gave a report on the following items:

· Per an estimate from L&G Inc., it will cost approximately $500 to repair each alley in need throughout the community.  Council approved the idea of doing one alley, the worst first, to get an actual cost before proceeding any further.

· It will cost approximately $4,400 for one set of forms and used cement tools the municipal employees would like to acquire for future use in storm sewer repair and other concrete work.  Council approved the purchase from Helleseth Construction for such items.
· A new vendor, MCS Industrial Supply Company with a Whittemore account representative, is now being used to purchase miscellaneous nuts, bolts, etc. for inventory that are sometimes not available or cannot be acquired at the local hardware store.

· The Council considered a quote for spray sealing the work bay in the Maintenance Shed; a second estimate for foam insulation from an area contractor to be considered during the October regular meeting.

· The 2007 Chevy pickup is in need of new tires; Council urged trying a local business first for the tires.

· Central Iowa Televising was in town last week to clean three storm sewer lines, and now every catch basin in the community should be taking water.
· The City will be putting the retired street sweeper and the soon-to-be-replaced Garbage truck on a municipal “on-line For Sale” site in the near future.

Clerk Farrell reported:
· “Metzger Outdoors” of Algona is interested in possibly renting the Whittemore Community Center for youth archery students to hold two or three practice sessions and then to possibly host archery tournaments.  Council set a youth archery rental rate as follows:  $50.00 total for two or three practices and $35.00 per tournament.

· Several notices to abate nuisances were sent out in August via certified mail to citizens living inside the city limits; a response to comply with the requests has been received from all involved parties.

· The Council prefers that “J&J Custom Meats”, the new business at 706 Broad Street, obtain a mail box at the Post Office as a permanent address versus erecting an outdoor box along County Blacktop B-40, as suggested to the patron by Whittemore Rural Carrier Dave Waldschmidt.

The City’s recently purchased brand new garbage truck should be delivered in mid-September.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 4, 2019 Regular meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

