MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, August 5, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, August 5, 2019 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Brian Thul, Zona Graves and James Zinnel.
Mayor Elbert thanked the people of the community, Council members and staff who participated in shining up private and municipal properties for the team representing the Iowa Department of Economic Development on their “Mystery Visitor” tour conducted in Whittemore on July 31.  Efforts paid off and the City received an excellent review.  They were very impressed by the clean appearance of the town.
Downtown commercial property owner Brian Thul was in attendance and announced to the Mayor and Council a new business will be locating its office inside Thul One Business Center, that being “Rocky’s Stables”, operated by Zona Graves on the Thul Ranch at 2107 35th Avenue outside Whittemore.  Zona Graves then spoke that she will be boarding horses for owners and also will be offering trail riding for all ages.  An Open House and Coffee along with a ribbon cutting ceremony for “Rocky’s Stables” will be held on Friday, September 6, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. at 405 Broad Street and an introductory Barn Dance at Rocky’s Stables will be held on the Thul Ranch on Saturday, September 7 starting at 6:30 p.m.  The public is invited to attend both activities!
There were no other members of the community in attendance during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting. 
The minutes of the July 1, 2019 regular meeting and the July 23, 2019 Special Council Meeting were approved as published in the July 11, 2019 and August 1, 2019 editions of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of July, 2019 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $20696.39; Electric $56458.59; Electric System Improvements Project: $27.56; Gas $24715.63; Water $13725.50; Sewer Rental $3126.40; Solid Waste $4918.71; Payroll $30569.32; Equipment $2472.36; Special Account $312.12; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $101.60; Road Use Tax $5202.66; Customer Deposit $300.00; Debt Service $80.16; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $3.27; Library Renovations Savings $0.30; Library Regular $89.21; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.36.  Total July 2019 Receipts:  $162,805.14.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $48786.19; Electric $35647.01; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $23103.05; Water $8764.80; Sewer Rental $2362.62; Solid Waste $3775.36; Payroll $30252.52; Equipment $2472.36; Special Account $1181.52; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $75000.00; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $none; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $6973.79; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $125.00.  Total July 2019 Disbursements:  $238,444.22.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to accept the July, 2019 Clerk-Treasurer Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Introduced at this time was Resolution No. 2019-28; a Resolution Approving July 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of $113,410.92.    Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept Resolution No. 2019-28 as it applies to regular transfers for the month of July, 2019.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, monthly service fee and natural gas purchased $16441.86; Total (all) Employee Wages $19097.05; Card Services, charges for Swimming Pool and Library $589.57; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $860.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Water excise tax $645.00; IRS, Form #941 second quarter $385.64; Treasurer, State of Iowa, 2nd quarter use tax $1196.00; Liberty National, Payroll life insurance premium $65.10; gWorks, digital meter reading computer software program down payment $875.00; Kmart, miscellaneous materials at Library $49.16; American Test Center, test/inspection of HyRanger $450.00; Baker & Taylor, books and DVDs $386.97; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, copy machine at Library $91.86; Lenovo Financial, payment on computers at Library $130.08; Guideposts, books $35.88; MicroMarketing, audio books $183.46; The Library Store, office materials $80.18; Cengage Learning, large print books $60.72; Sandy Long, Library expense reimbursements $351.86; Counsel Office, copies at Library $14.47; State Library of Iowa, FY20 Statewide Database Package Subscription and Bridges E-Book Subscription Platform Fees $116.24; Iowa Library Association, conference registration $215.00; Animal Tales, subscription renewal $19.97; Food Network Magazine, subscription renewal $9.99; Presto-X, monthly pest control $75.00; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., Update on-line LOIS  $35.00; Recreation Supply Co., pool chemicals $31.55; Community Lumber Supply, repair wooden cover over bleachers at Swimming Pool $295.56; Fareway, Swimming Pool fundraiser supplies $521.43; Kossuth County Emergency Management, civil defense dues $378.00; Emagine, website updates $18.75; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., weed killer $127.33; North Iowa Lumber & Design, painting supplies $15.44; and North Iowa Area Council of Governments, FY20 membership dues $393.12. 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, July power purchased $32388.63; DGR Engineering, (electric) rate study follow-up $315.00; Brown Supply Co., (natural gas) tracer wire $246.60; Iowa Department of Natural Resources, NPDES Annual Fee $210.00; Hach Company, chemicals at Water Plant $183.58; Mangold Environmental Testing Inc., water testing fees $39.00; Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Annual Water Supply Fee $59.02; Albion Labs, UPS postage fees for water samples $10.67; Brown Supply Co., water distribution supplies $2321.28;Vessco Inc., materials at Water Plant $352.47; Knipp Plumbing Services, water plant repairs $345.84; Ahlers Cooney, P.C., rewrite water plant notes to allow for lower loan interest rates $2477.06; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1404.41; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, Street Sweeper repairs $91.35; MaxYield Cooperative, July fuel charges (all vehicles) $991.40; Aramark Uniform Services, rugs, mops and uniforms $357.82; Northwest Communications, phone, internet & fax bills $295.52; Iowa One Call, locates $4.50; gWorks, down payment for digital meter reading (computer) software program $875.00; Creative Stitches, city worker tshirts $59.25; Border States, regular and underground (electric) distribution and miscellaneous materials $16426.46; KCEDC, County-Wide Breakfast registration fees $80.00; Schmitt Hardware, monthly statement including new air compressor at Light Plant $1323.57; Shamrock Recycling, July recyclables processing fee $108.36; West Bend Journal, July publications $291.62; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, transfer (natural gas) odorant into holding tank $590.00; Spencer Office Supplies, City Hall office supplies including new calculator and battery backup unit $487.84; City of Whittemore, utilities $5319.14; and City of Whittemore, (total) petty cash expenses $197.34.   Supt. Zinnel answered any questions presented by Council.  There being no further discussion, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve payment for above-listed bills and any other regular bills that come in immediately following the meeting.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
The below-listed applications for “Builder’s Permits” were presented:


Whittemore Housing:  92 Prairie Street.  Remove/replace gutters on northeast apartment building.


Andrea Thompson:  315 Broad Street.  Replace existing overhead garage door with same sized unit.


Chris Botto:  211 Fifth Street.  Replace existing concrete (front) entrance steps with wooden steps.  


Don Long:  714 Kossuth Street.  Bring in an 8x12 (steel exterior) storage shed with a rock floor.  Position on north side of 26x88 building (west end).


Roger Hentges Rental:  507 Fifth Street.  Reshingle roofs of house and garage.

Deemed acceptable by Supt. Zinnel, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve the five (5) applications for Builder’s Permits as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

At this time the Council assessed remarks made by Iowa Department of Economic Authority personnel during their July 31, 2019 “Mystery Visitor” tour of Whittemore.  Overall, their report reflected very well on Whittemore.  The community was deemed as “high performance” and citizens “over achievers”.  The obvious was pointed out though, that being vacant buildings/businesses on Broad Street.  Jim Thompson and Kris Patrick of IDEA then talked about various incentive programs for business and community economic development.  Everyone in attendance during the public meeting is excited for the opportunities to come!
Council received a report from Clayton Energy Corp., regarding “Forward Priced Natural Gas” that Bill Lindley has secured for the City of Whittemore for the 2019-20 heating season.  
Resolution No. 2019-29 was introduced; a Resolution Accepting Agreed Upon Procedures Between the City of Whittemore and T.P. Anderson Company, P.C. for FY2018-19 Annual Examination.  The City is in the second year of a three-year contract with T. P. Anderson Company of Humboldt to perform the City’s annual examination as required by Iowa Code.  This resolution accepts the agreed upon procedures, the same as last year plus any newly implemented conditions of the law.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept Resolution No. 2019-29 as presented.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-29 duly adopted.

Due to the Labor Day holiday being on the first month of September, the next regular meeting is now scheduled to be held on Wednesday, September 4, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  
The August 2019 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.

There were no City Committee reports.
The Clerk was asked to send letters to several residents issues such as regarding unkempt properties, keeping animals on the leash when outdoors, and disturbing the peace with late-night music.
Councilman Schneider noted the City needs to start giving alleyways serious attention.  Supt. Zinnel stated they will begin filling potholes, but at this time believes we need to contact L&G Excavating to grade the roads back to original specifications.  
Supt. Zinnel also reported newly hired municipal employee Dru Zimmerman is working out very well and he is a great addition to the roster.  He will need to work several months to get acquainted with schedules and practices before being able to perform weekend “on call” tasks.
Considered were cost prices for equipment and tools being sold by Bruce Helleseth Construction, who is going out of business later this year; employees to put together a needs list for concrete work, etc. before making any purchases.
A brief discussion regarding an employee’s current wage followed; no action was taken at this time as the topic was not an agenda item.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the August 5, 2019 regular meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

