MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 – 6:30 p.m.

This meeting was opened with the recitation of the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa met in Special Session on Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street, Whittemore, Iowa with Mayor Pro Tem Simonson presiding in the absence of Mayor Elbert.   Council members present Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  Schneider. Others in attendance for a portion of the meeting included Joe Harren.
There was no one in attendance to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

At 6:30 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Simonson opened the PUBLIC HEARING concerning the proposed sale of City property at 706 Broad Street.  Notification of such hearing was published in the July 11, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.   There being no additional persons in attendance to be heard for or against said action, Mayor Pro Tem Simonson declared the PUBLIC HEARING concerning the proposed sale of City property at 706 Broad Street closed at 6:38 p.m.  Joe Harren was in attendance to give a brief update on the project known as “J&J Custom Meats”, a brand-new meat processing plant that is being built at 706 Broad Street.  He reported the flooring has been poured and water/sewer utilities are hooked up.  The contractors hope to start pouring the walls this week, and they are planning on being open for business by mid- to late-October, if everything continues on schedule.  Mr. Harren also wished to thank the Council in person for their decision to convert the overhead electric to underground service.  
Resolution No. 2019-25; a Resolution Approving the Sale of City Property at 706 Broad Street to Joe and Joann Harren for the Cost the City has Invested, which Constitutes Economic Development for the City of Whittemore was introduced.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve the resolution as presented.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Resolution No. 2019-25 was declared adopted.

The following applications for employment at the Whittemore Swimming Pool were reviewed and placed on file:


Name/Address



Position


Cearra Crosser, Algona


Lifeguard


Cora Ricke, Algona


Lifeguard


Aliyah Buscher, Algona


Lifeguard

Council was reminded the annual Swimming Pool Fundraiser will be held on Friday, July 26.

At this time Resolution No. 2019-26; a Resolution Accepting a Contract for the Third Party Meter Reader Interface Software and Related Services Program by gWorks (Programming) of Omaha, NE was introduced.  The contract is for installation/activation of computer software for the new digital meter reading system the City is purchasing from Van Wert Inc.  Total cost to gWorks is $1,750.00 plus an annual feel of approximately $350.00 for license and support.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to accept Resolution No. 2019-26; a Resolution Accepting a Contract for the Third Party Meter Reading Interface Software and Related Service Program by gWorks (Programming) of Omaha, NE.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Resolution No. 2019-26 was declared adopted. 

Resolution No. 2019-27; a Resolution Adopting the Kossuth County Multi-Jurisdictional Local Mitigation Plan was presented.  Kossuth County EMA Coordinator David Penton has asked the City of Whittemore to approve the new Multi-Jurisdictional Local Mitigation Plan which allows the County and the City to be eligible for FEMA grants.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to accept Resolution No. 2019-27, a Resolution Adopting the Kossuth County Multi-Jurisdictional Local Mitigation Plan.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Resolution No. 2019-27 was declared adopted.
Councilman Johnson expressed his opinions on recent voted-upon decisions by the Council.  He also believes the gazebo over the bleachers at the Swimming Pool needs attention.
Councilwoman Lancaster stated the Swimming Pool is clean and seems to be operating in a well-disciplined manner. 

Clerk Farrell spoke briefly about the upcoming Iowa Department of Economic Authority “Mystery Visitor” tour of Whittemore to be conducted on Wednesday, July 31, 2019.  Once the IDEA team has finished their evaluation and composed their opinions, a summarized Power Point presentation will be made at the Whittemore Fire Station beginning at 5:45 that same evening.  This session is open to the public and any interested parties are invited and encouraged to attend.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Pro Tem Simonson declared the July 23, 2019 Special meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

