MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, July 1, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert on Monday, July 1, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Janice Morey and David Phillips, Joe Harren, Ben Kron and James Zinnel.

Everyone in attendance at the start of the meeting recited the “Pledge of Allegiance”.  

Janice Morey and David Phillips were present to discuss/report:  speeding traffic and cars not stopping for STOP signs; people blowing grass clippings into the street/curb; irresponsible use of the brush pile; and private property flood insurance is now available for purchase as she has done for her own home.  Council suggested anyone witnessing traffic violations should contact the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office as they serve as the community’s law enforcement agency.  Also, notice is posted on the digital sign outside City Hall and also on Local Cable Channel 907 requesting people not blow lawn clippings into the street, which in turn causes problems with storm sewers plugging up when it rains.  If misuse of the City’s brush pile continues, it will be closed.
Joe Harren was in attendance to discuss burying the electric service to his property at 706 Broad Street.  His new business, J & J’s Custom Meats, is being built at that location and he would like to have underground service to the facility; he also requested possibly splitting the cost of the endeavor with the City.  Supt. Zinnel stated he received the final cost estimate earlier in the afternoon and the total is calculated to be approximately $45,500 to provide such service.  Council will need to discuss Harren’s request to cost share before a final decision can be made.
Ben Kron discussed with the Council a letter he received from City Hall regarding trimming a tree on his property.  Supt. Zinnel stated he was sent the letter because of his request to have the City trim the tree (planted in the parking) as it is rubbing against his house.  Zinnel went on to state the City contacted staff at the North Iowa Area Council of Governments who composed the City’s current Code of Ordinances.  Chris Diggins of NIACOG stated the Code requires the property owners to keep a clearance of (minimum) 10’ off the street and 10’ above the sidewalk for any and all trees planted in the city parking.  Once any tree extends (vertically) past the inside of the sidewalk on any lot, the zone it covers enters into “private property” and is the full responsibility of the property owner.  The tree is still owned by the City, but is maintained by the property owner.  Council thanked Mr. Kron for attending the meeting.
There being no corrections or additions to the written word, the minutes of the June 3, 2019 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the June 13, 2019 editions of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2019 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $307336.70; Electric $46980.44; Electric System Improvement Projects $30.50; Gas $12750.02; Water $12265.11; Sewer Rental $3158.38; Solid Waste $4590.46; Payroll $29137.33; Equipment $3224.95; Special Account $232.28; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $101.76; Road Use Tax $5275.05; Customer Deposit $1000.00; Debt Service $59.90; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $5873.40; Library Renovations Savings $0.33; Library Regular $61068.26; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.40. Total Receipts/Income for June, 2019 is $493,090.27.  It was noted donations totaling $450.00 were made in June to be used toward the Playground; extra pea rock will be added to the ground surface this fall.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month of June, 2019:  General $94227.09; Electric $44439.90; Electric System Improvement Projects $none; Gas $315633.27; Water $3878.68; Sewer Rental $2549.92; Solid Waste $3750.59; Payroll $27207.89; Equipment $3224.95; Special Account $95.10; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $11379.91; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements/Expenses for June, 2019 are $506,387.30.  Supt. Zinnel reported the city’s brand new garbage truck could arrive in August.
Introduced at this time was Resolution No. 2019-24; a Resolution Approving June 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers in the total amount of $423,765.68.    Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2019-24 for the month of June, 2019.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $10063.19; Total (all) Employee Wages $15331.44; Total Mayor and Council wages (2nd quarter 2019) $713.22; Advantage Administrators, June cafeteria plan withholdings $180.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1106.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Water Excise Taxes $687.00; City of Whittemore, FY2019 budget transfers $300000.00; Whittemore Public Library, FY2019 budget transfer $60700.00; Card Services, credit card purchases at Swimming Pool and Library $695.87; MaxYield Coop, May fuel purchases $968.22; Baker & Taylor, books $243.50; Center Point, large print books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, Library copy machine leasing $91.86; Lenovo Financial Services, payment on desktop computers at Library $130.08; Guidepost, book $17.94; Micro Marketing, audio books $36.00; Gale/Cengage, large print books $60.72; Farm & Ranch Magazine, subscription renewal $29.98; Iowa History Magazine, subscription renewal $35.95; Country Woman Magazine, subscription renewal $29.98; Disney Movie Club, DVD $27.71; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, annual support fee $942.07; The Library Store, sidewalk letter board $242.86; Absolute Science Bubble Show Program, Summer Reading Program entertainment $350.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $85.97; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $29.94; Presto X, pest control $75.00; American Glass Co., repairs at Community Center $432.00; Grass Masters, tree treatment $107.25; Carrico Aquatic Resources, chemicals at Pool $1290.00; Kossuth Co. Clerk of Court, court costs (dropped case) $60.00; Iowa League of Cities, membership dues $526.00; Wentzel’s True Value, gauges $33.38; Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office, FY2020 law enforcement contract $2000.00; Megan Besch, reimbursement for Lifeguard Training fee $160.00; Sydney Hoover, reimbursement for Lifeguard Training fee $160.00; and Audra Hoover, reimbursement for Lifeguard Training fee $160.00. 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $27582.53, Border States Electric, inventory $727.02; DGR Engineering, rate study/follow up $1995.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $551.54; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; Schmitt Hardware, April-June statement $3704.63; Big Soo Terminal, salt at Water Plant $3801.48; West Bend Journal, publications 587.38; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing $84.00; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $304.80; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; Tom Eischen Sales, mower oil and chain saw repair $38.75; Trans Iowa Equipment, (old) street sweeper repairs $493.92; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, replace o-ring  (new sweeper; covered by warranty) $254.80; Jacob Durant, umpiring 5/6 boys (5 games) $125.00; Aramark Uniform Services, June services $357.82; Northwest Communications, monthly communication services $325.37; E-Pride Office Supply, City Hall office needs $79.80; Iowa One Call, locates $6.30; Albion Labs, UPS postage costs $23.33; Mid-American Research, wasp/hornet killer and insecticide $378.84; Koons Gas Measurement, distribution materials $1055.49; L&G Inc., June services $943.75; Blacktop Service, milling and asphalt work for FY20 $88925.30; Counsel Office, copies $184.41; Bomgaars, trees $217.90; KCEDC, County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees and FY20 per capita commitment $2715.60; and City of Whittemore, June petty cash expenses $323.19.  Supt. Zinnel was asked to seek a valuation of the old street sweeper.  Councilman Johnson noted that Blacktop Service needs to be made aware that manhole risers need to be lifted when they resurface city streets.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-mentioned claims, along with any other regular bills that come in for processing before July 10.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Building Permit applications were presented as follows:


St Michael’s Parish:  609-613 Third Street.  Remove existing sidewalk(s) from southwest corner of Parish Center north, past Church, and around the east side of Church.  Replace with 2,336 sq ft of concrete.  Also, 
install 10,800 sq ft concrete parking lot (60x180) on north side of Church.


Mark Lenz:  508 Seventh Street.  Install a brick patio in front (east side) of home.


Will & Katie Summers:  502 Kossuth Street.  Replace three (3) windows in house with units of same size.


Garden Properties Investments:  619 Sixth Street.  Reshingle house.


Dave Koppen:  514 Kossuth Street.  Move onto north side of lot, a 24’x32’ double garage (vinyl siding & steel soffits), staying 6’ off alley and 3’-6’ off east property line.  Concrete flooring.


Donald Long:  714 Kossuth Street.  Go underground with electrical service (questionable?); replace four (4) windows and three (3) doors; convert the existing three-season room into a four-season room; replace some exterior siding; interior work; add outside deck to south west side of house; remove one ash tree next to the deck.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the Building Permit applications as submitted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Supt. Zinnel reported he gave a blank application form to the resident at 505 Fourth Street to complete regarding his intention to construct a fence.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Zinnel reported it will be approximately three months yet before representatives of Van Wert, Inc. will be available to install new Itron meter reading equipment ordered for commercial and residential properties in Whittemore.
Zinnel also reported Central Iowa Televising personnel stated the sanitary sewer lines along Sixth Street are in good working order.  Cameraing indicates a lot of clear water coming into the system, and they suggest making an inspection of sump pumps in that area. The City also need to address lining the municipal’s side of the storm sewer in order to prevent I&I from occurring, before we approach the citizens to make any changes.

Two storm sewers, one in the 600 block of Fifth Street and one in the 400 block of Clay Street, are slow or have stopped taking water.  The City will need to schedule cameraing and cleaning again in those two areas in order to determine the problem(s).

It was announced by Clerk Farrell that the City is required to hold a Public Hearing and Special Meeting to complete selling of property at 706 Broad Street in Whittemore to Joe and Joann Harren for the purpose of economic development.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to set the Public Hearing and Special Meeting for said purpose on Tuesday, July 23, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street here in Whittemore.  Notice of such to be published in the July 11, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The date, time and place of the next regular monthly meeting were set for Monday, August 5, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at Whittemore City Hall.

The upcoming “Calendar of Events” for July was reviewed; the Kid’s Fishing Derby, postponed in June due to extreme heat, is rescheduled for Sunday, July 14, 2019.  It was also noted that the Whittemore Warriors 4-H Club will be painting one of the shelter houses at Siems Park on Sunday, July 21.
There were no City Committee reports.

The need to paint “City Hall” and “Fire Station” on the building at 315 Fourth Street was addressed; anyone wishing to volunteer to paint the brick area is asked to contact City Hall.  We would like to have the work accomplished before July 26.  Council decided to ask Kent Bonnstetter of Bonnstetter Auto Body to paint the above-ground fuel tank at the Light Plant.

Supt. Zinnel reported on the following:

· The HyRanger has been inspected and approved for use; small issues were noted.
· Gas meters at Albion Labs and MaxYield Cooperative grain dryer were proofed.

· The water tower is in the process of being cleaned; in doing so the paint is peeling off due to age.

Discussion followed regarding the immediate need to paint the tower, as it is still the original paint applied in 1993.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to have the cleaners from Elkader, Iowa also paint the structure once that portion of the work is completed.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The “Mystery Visitor” from the Iowa Department of Economic Authority will be in Whittemore sometime between July 29 and 31 to provide an objective over-view of the appearance and needs of the community.  The public is invited to spruce up their properties (mow, trim, paint, etc.) to make a good impression on the visitors!

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
At 7:45 p.m. motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to enter into CLOSED SESSION to review applications for the “Municipal Worker” position open with the City of Whittemore as advertised in the Thursday, June 13, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  At 8:15 p.m. motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to return to OPEN SESSION.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

It was announced that Dru Zimmerman of Whittemore will be offered the position for a starting wage of $18.00 with 40 hours paid vacation.  
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 1, 2019 Regular meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

