MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, June 3, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, June 3, 2019 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  None.   Also in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting were Andy Thilges, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

After calling the meeting to order, Mayor Elbert, Council members and staff in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

At 6:30 p.m. Mayor Elbert opened the PUBLIC HEARING for amendment of the FY2018-19 budget. Notice of the intent to amend was published in the May 23, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.

Andy Thilges was in attendance to discuss a letter that Council directed be sent to Kossuth County Supervisor Galen Casey concerning the unkempt appearance of his property at 2109 20 Avenue, one mile north of town, as the location serves as a gateway to Whittemore.  Following a discussion with the Mayor and Council, Thilges stated he will get the property cleaned up when he has time.

At 6:45 p.m. Mayor Elbert declared the PUBLIC HEARING to amend the FY2018-19 budget closed.  There were no citizens present to be heard for or against said action.  Resolution No. 2019-19; a Resolution Amending the Current Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2019 was then introduced. The City is amending the budget due to larger than anticipated snow removal costs, Swimming Pool repairs and maintenance, and repairs to the street sweeper and garbage truck.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to amend the FY2018-19 city budget as proposed.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-19 duly adopted.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 30, 2019, Special Council Meeting and the May 5, 2019 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the May 9, 2019 and May 15, 2019 editions of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of May, 2019 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $17450.98; Electric $57654.38; Electric System Improvement Projects $31.49; Gas $38445.47; Water $12431.51; Sewer Rental $3161.16; Solid Waste $4581.19; Payroll $23734.05; Equipment $11377.66; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $101.80; Road Use Tax $6076.09; Customer Deposit $850.00; Debt Service $262.63; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1.73; Library Renovations Savings $0.34; Library Regular $1069.30; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.41. Total Receipts/Income for May, 2019 is $177,292.51.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $60288.98; Electric $158010.32; Electric System Improvement Projects $none; Gas $21993.84; Water $43499.39; Sewer Rental $33666.83; Solid Waste $8471.15; Payroll $23634.84; Equipment $11377.66; Special Account $100.15; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $39000.00; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $3542.50; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $8706.23; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements/Expenses for May, 2019 are $412,291.89.  
Introduced at this time was Resolution No. 2019-22; a Resolution Approving May 2019 Regular Monthly Transfers.  Such a resolution is now required by Iowa Administrative Rule which approves all inter-fund municipal transfers made by staff, routine or budgeted.  
Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports and Resolution No. 2019-22 for the month of May, 2019.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $14980.81; Total (all) Employee Wages $13732.07; Jim Muller, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $307.76; Office of State Auditor, FY2018 exam $175.00; Elliott Equipment Co., 1997 Street Sweeper purchased $39000.00; Main Street Checks, checking account deposit slips $92.72; Treasurer, State of Iowa, April sales taxes $1417.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, April Water excise tax $652.00; Baker & Taylor, books $653.69; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, copy machine leasing $91.87; Lenovo Financial Services, payment on computers at Library $130.08; Sandy Long, reimbursement $32.33; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $28.70; Guidepost, book $17.94; MicroMarketing, audio books $56.98; Counsel Office, copies $17.24; Jester Puppets, Library Summer Reading Program entertainment on June 18 $350.00; Presto-X, pest control $75.00; A-1Portables, porta-pots for Memorial Day weekend activities $470.00; Algona Publishing, Whittemore EMS appreciation sponsor ad $33.00; Electronic Specialties, inspect tornado siren $190.00; Iowa Parks & Recreation, Zinnel CPO continuing ed $150.00; K-Mart, cleaning supplies at Pool $54.57; Carrico Aquatic Resources, chemicals at Pool $5003.00; Rec Supply, maintenance items at Pool $580.08; Bomgaars, monthly supplies $82.59; Linda Farrell, reimbursement $18.14; Mid-American Chemical Research, pool paint $2458.23; Central Iowa Distributing, weed spray and tools $377.20; and Amber Embrock, reimbursement for lifeguard training $160.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $25955.84; The Paradigm Alliance, required Natural Gas Public Awareness mailings $750.00; DGR Engineering, FY20 electric rate/fees/charges study $1155.00; T&R Electric, distribution expenses including single-phase padmount $11295.00; Iowa Rural Water Association, membership dues $150.00; Albion, UPS water samples postage $10.70; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $351.42; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1286.73; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; Arnold Motor, wash fluid and lights $8.17; Tom Eischen Sales, chainsaw oil $4.07; Aramark Uniform Service, monthly services $441.49; Northwest Communications, monthly telephone and tech services $325.37; City of Whittemore, utilities $2859.83; E-Pride Office, supplies at City Hall, Light Plant and Swimming Pool shelving $281.70; Supplies N’More, US flag and utility bill envelopes $461.31; Creative Stitches, municipal worker safety-green tshirts and Little League tshirts $353.10; Iowa One Call, locates $20.90; Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Zinnel certificate renewals $120.00; Marvin Johnson, reimbursement for CDL-B testing fees $56.00;  Border States Electric, distribution materials and meter testing $1425.93; Fastenal, tools $299.58; Norma Buscherfeld, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $197.61; Mrs. Ralph Koppen Estate, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $383.90; West Bend Journal, May publications $571.59; Treasurer, State of Iowa, May sales taxes $1106.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, May Water excise tax $687.00; and City of Whittemore May petty cash expenses $356.38.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to approve for payment, the above-listed claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were considered:


Eric Goodman:  507 Seventh Street.  Apply new gutters and downspouts.


Wayne Fuerstenau:  615 Sixth Street.  Replace existing wooden fence with new materials.


400 Rustic Station:  400 Broad Street.  Remove existing overhead garage doors and replace with stationary wall due to water seeping into building.  Will replace two (2) to begin with and maybe all three (3).  Also, caulk repairs on roof caps.


Mark Bonnstetter:  614 Kossuth Street.  Install a sump pump system by Midwest Basement Systems around perimeter of house, to drain at curb on Kossuth Street.  Request curb to be cut.


Wendal & Nichole Metzger:  201 Fourth Street.  On the south property line, pour a rock pad (east and west), approximately 9’ in length, to serve as a parking area for their boat during the summer (water recreation) months.  This area would be at the southwest corner of their front lawn property.   (Council gave special consideration and majority approval to this permit application on 5-17-19.)

Dennis Alexander:  314 Kossuth Street.  Pour a concrete floor inside existing garage (18x22) and install a full concrete driveway (18x19) to curb (+7’).  Remove existing double garage doors and convert to one (1) single door (7x12).


Pitchers:  409-411 Broad Street.  Repair rubber roof (patch areas) over Pitchers at 409-411 Broad Street.


Jake Galligan:  306 Kossuth Street.  Reside house; replace all windows and apply new eaves/gutters/soffit.  


Bob Mergen:  509 Second Street.  Build a small privacy fence by their firepit, staying 3’ off property line.  Will start at house and go east (only).  They will call 8-1-1 for a concrete pad to be poured.

Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the submitted applications as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Next reviewed were applications for employment:


Name/Address



Position



Megan Bronk, rural Algona

Pool (Returning) Lifeguard



Emory Miller, Algona


Pool (New) Lifeguard



Dru Zimmerman, Whittemore

General Laborer

Council discussed resuming the standard of having three (3) full-time municipal employees.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to pursue the addition of a third full-time person to the public utilities and over-all general City maintenance staff.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Clerk was instructed to advertise said open position in the June 13, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The delinquent accounts were evaluated.

The Mayor and Council considered a correspondence entitled “Notice of Hearing on Proposed Repairs of Open Ditch Joint Drainage District No. PAK 1” from the Palo Alto County Auditor and the Kossuth County Auditor that was postmarked May 15, 2019.  The City, along with many local residents, received the letter announcing Kossuth and Palo Alto counties intentions to re-establish/dredge PAK 1 “Open Ditch”, aka Lotts Creek, and assess the outlet fees to property owners accordingly.  Discussing the pros and cons of the project, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to have office staff contact City Attorney Ryan Buske for his legal opinion regarding the City’s options and rights to file a letter of objection to the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors intentions and the feasibility of such repairs, plus annexation of designated areas of Whittemore into the drainage district.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
Council reviewed the current electric rates and concur with Blair Metzger, P.E. of DGR Engineering, Rock Rapids, that no adjustments of electric charges or fees are necessary at this time for Fiscal Year 2020.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to leave all electric service rates the same as named in Ordinance No. 196, originally adopted in July, 2018.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following Resolutions regard amending the $580,000 Water Revenue Capital Loan Note and the $100,000 General Obligation Capital Loan Note, both with the Iowa Finance Authority, for the 2008 Water Plant Project that were entered into as of January 14, 2019.  During the May, 2019 regular meeting City Council approved the SRF Program offer to reduce its interest rate on all new 20-year SRF loans from 3.00% to 1.75% due to the growth in the program and careful financial management.  The lower interest is offered to all SRF loans that are at least 10 years old, and the interest rate reduction will save the City of Whittemore a total of $19,612 in interest payments for the remaining term of the loans.  

Resolution No. 2019-20; a Resolution Approving and Authorizing Amendment to Loan and Disbursement Agreement by and between the City of Whittemore and the Iowa Finance Authority, and Authorizing and Providing for the Reissuance of the $100,000 General Obligation Capital Loan Note, Series 2008 was introduced.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve and authorize Resolution No. 2019-20 as presented.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Lancaster, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-20 duly adopted.

Then followed Resolution No. 2019-21; a Resolution Approving and Authorizing Amendment to Loan and Disbursement Agreement by and between the City of Whittemore and the Iowa Finance Authority, and Authorizing and Providing for the Reissuance of the $580,000 Water Revenue Capital Loan Note, Series 2008.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to approve and authorize Resolution No. 2019-21 as presented.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Lancaster, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-21 duly adopted.

As action on this agenda item was tabled from May 6, 2019, Council continued consideration of a proposal from Van Wert Inc. for Itron meter reading equipment and all-new electric, gas and water meters for the distribution system of Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  The bid for the Centron Radio system was quoted at $126,745 plus $240.00 annually for a meter reading app.  The price does not include new plumbing of the water meters.  The clerk reviewed with the Council that $130,000 has been included in the 2020 fiscal year budget (July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020) for such an expense.  Supt. Zinnel reported he spoke with three communities who all are current users of the Itron system, and they all spoke highly of the equipment noting a minimum 20 year warranty is applicable on all (new) service meters.  Van Wert personnel will install the gas and water meters while the City would be responsible for installation of the electric meters.  The price quote does not include (electric) demand meters and meters for some of the larger commercial and/or industrial services.
As the water meter inventory is low at this time, Council realizes the need to make the change and to also update the meter reading system.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept the proposal from Van Wert Inc. for Itron meter reading equipment and the Centron Radio system for the price of $126,745 plus $240.00 for an annual update of the meter reading app.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

A FY2019-20 street repair proposal by Blacktop Service Co. was discussed.  Bob Wagner of the firm prepared an estimate for all the jobs municipal employees and officials deemed necessary in order of importance; Blacktop Service’s total repair cost was projected to be $162,793.70.  As the City has only set aside $100,000 for FY20 street repair use, Councilman Simonson volunteered to review all named job descriptions and compose a revised list of priorities, thereby deleting repair costs that can be put off for another year and bringing the FY20 project in under or at the budget allowance of $100,000.  Council agreed to Simonson’s proposal to do the same.
Resolution No. 2019-22A was introduced; a Resolution Approving a Contract for Law Enforcement Services Between the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore for Fiscal Year 2019-20.  The City of Whittemore gratefully accepts the opportunity presented by the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office to provide law enforcement services in our community.  The contract will again renew for a $2,000 annual fee and the Sheriff’s Office shall be responsible for providing law enforcement services to the City of Whittemore.  Those services include, but are not limited to the following specific duties:  responding to all law enforcement calls in Whittemore and also providing routine sheriff’s patrol of the community.   Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2019-22A.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-22A duly adopted.

Council then considered a contract from Christopher A. Diggins, Local Assistance Director of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments, proposing the City of Whittemore enter into a five (5) year agreement for “Annual Updates to the Whittemore Code of Ordinances”.  Currently State Code requires municipalities update their codes every five years; Whittemore last updated in 2017 for a cost of $6,000.00.  At this time NIACOG is proposing doing update the local code for five years at $800.00 annually.  The update includes inserting newly passed City Ordinances, Model Code changes as proposed by NIACOG/IARC attorney, drafting copies for review, new copies of the updated Code, etc.  Each year at a specified date the Clerk’s Office would send NIACOG any new ordinances passed by the Council in the preceding year for insertion into the code.  NIACOG would also make any changes to the Code based on legislative changes recommended by legal counsel.  City Council would then make the final review, and once approved by ordinance (which requires a public hearing), NIACOG would draft the updates into the Code.  After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the proposal of annual updates to the code, thereby accepting the five-year contracted drafter by Chris Diggins and presented by NIACOG.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  City Hall staff to work with Mr. Diggins to develop an annual schedule to update the Whittemore City Code of Ordinances.
Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to approve one cigarette permit renewal application for the period July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020, that being by MaxYield Cooperative for “Whittemore Cenex”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The annual renewal fee is $75.00, has been paid by the entity to the City of Whittemore.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting was set for Monday, July 1, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The June, 2019 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  Mayor Elbert commented that Scott Amusements was very happy with the Monday and Tuesday, May 27 & 28 (Memorial Day) carnival turnout and they are in the process of having a contract prepared for a Whittemore appearance in 2020.
There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Exterior cleaning of the water tower was discussed and staff was asked to make arrangements to have it power washed this summer.  Painting of “City Hall” on the building at 315 Fourth Street should also be added to the work schedule.

Councilman Schneider spoke of the many compliments the community received from out-of-town visitors and Ribfest competitors over the Memorial Day holiday weekend.  

Clerk Farrell reported:

· A FEMA representative will be in Whittemore on June 11 to finalize the paperwork for reimbursement of March 17, 2019 flooding expenses incurred by the City.  Officials are waiting, too, to be contacted by Iowa Homeland Security regarding changes and waterway improvements to be made in the 200 block between Fourth and Fifth Street, possible changes/improvements along the west side of Seventh Street, and possible replacement or upgrading of the community’s tornado outdoor warning system.

· Whittemore will be one of four communities in Kossuth County to host a “Secret Visitor” from the Iowa Economic Development Corporation at the end of July or in early August.  This IEDC representative looks over the entire community and presents an unbiased review of the town.  The assessment will assist the City with pros and cons of our physical environment and the City and citizens can use the review as a tool to improve our community.

Council approved the Clerk’s and Superintendent’s suggestion to have the remainder of the City’s newly acquired property west of J & J’s Custom Meats surveyed in order to obtain a clear and accurate legal description of the ground.  Officials will also allow Eugene Kollasch to continue mowing said pasture area for grass hay.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

At 8:00 p.m. motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to enter into CLOSED SESSION to consider “Employee Wages for FY 2019-20”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  At 8:16 p.m. motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to return to OPEN SESSION.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Per motion by Schneider and second by Simonson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2019-23; a Resolution Setting Employee Wages for Fiscal Year 2019-20 was adopted and the following wages are to be paid to municipal employees and staff for the period July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020:  James Zinnel to receive $23.00 per hour with 80 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits; Jonathan Garcia to receive $17.00 per hour with 80 hours vacation and full-time employee benefits; Linda K. Farrell to receive $19.50 per hour with 160 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits; part-time employee Andi Thompson to receive $15.00 per hour with 30 hrs.  vacation; and all part-time/temporary employees to receive $10.00 per hour.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-23 duly adopted.  The FY2019-20 Library employee wages were set by Board of Directors during their May, 2019 regular meeting with final approval by Council. Those employees to be paid as follows:  Sandy Long to receive $18.25 per hour with vacation hours based on six month average and years of service; Joy Metzger to receive $14.25 per hour with vacation hours based on six month average and years of service; and Judy Erdman to receive $11.25 per hour with vacation hours based on six month average and years of service.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the June 3, 2019 regular meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
