MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, May 6, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

This meeting was opened with the recitation of the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, May 6, 2019 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Walker, Lancaster and Johnson (arriving at 6:45 p.m.).   Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Matt Muller, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during this portion of the meeting.

Matt Muller of Farm & Home Services was in attendance to conduct a review of the 2019-20 Business Insurance package up for renewal.  It was noted the new premium of $65,801 is down slightly from last year’s initial cost; renewal rates for employee Life, AD&D, Dependent Life and Short Term Disability (benefit) insurance will remain the same and are guaranteed until June 1, 2020.  Muller also reported the City is current with all insurance industry suggested coverages for municipalities.  The Council thanked Matt Muller for his presentation.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 3, 2019 Regular Council Meeting were approved as published in the April 18, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal. 

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of April, 2019 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $68947.79; Electric $60214.84; Electric System Improvement Project $28.53; Gas $62872.47; Water $13022.18; Sewer Rental $2990.67; Solid Waste $4968.37; Payroll $16907.32; Equipment $4626.19; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $101.62; Road Use Tax $2742.99; Customer Deposit $450.00; Debt Service $1461.31; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $501.50; Library Renovations Savings $0.31; Library Regular $8096.58; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.37. Total Receipts:  $247995.36.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $17554.19; Electric $38062.81; Electric System Improvement Project $none; Gas $32185.53; Water $8248.67; Sewer Rental $3659.52; Solid Waste $3905.36; Payroll $16617.35; Equipment $4626.19; Special Account $-2061.26; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $5762.52; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements:  $128560.88.  
The Council also reviewed  a letter the Mayor received from the State Revolving Fund informing the City that the SRF Program has reduced its interest rate on all new 20-year SRF loans from 3.00% to 1.75% due to the growth in the program and careful financial management.  The lower interest is offered to all SRF loans that are at least 10 years old.  For the City of Whittemore, these qualified loans are the General Obligation and Revenue Bonds issued in 2008 for construction of the new Water Plant.  Office staff has been in touch with the project’s bonding counsel, and representatives of the Ahlers Cooney PC law firm in Des Moines are working on the necessary paperwork that needs to be filed to take advantage of this interest rate reduction.  As stated in the letter, for the remaining term of the SRF loans, the interest rate reduction will save the City of Whittemore a total of $19,612 in interest payments.  Estimated cost for said legal services is less than $1,200.  Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s April, 2019 Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:  

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $26787.57; Total (all) Employee Wages $9217.87; Farm & Home Insurance, mechanical and cyber coverage premiums $3216.00; State of Iowa, March sales taxes $1490.00; State of Iowa, March Water excise tax $652.00; US Treasury, 1st Quarter 941 $385.61; State of Iowa, 1st Quarter use taxes $170.00; Baker & Taylor, books $476.62; Center Point, large print books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, copier leasing $91.87; Gale/Cengage, large print books $60.72; Lenovo Financial Services, Library payment on computers $130.08; Sandy Long, reimbursement for Library materials $57.56; Guidepost, book $17.94; Joy Metzger, mileage reimbursement $118.65; Micro Marketing, audio books $62.49; Counsel, copies $20.35; Outdoor Life, subscription renewal $24.97; The Pioneer Woman, subscription renewal $18.00; Presto, monthly pest control $75.00; Outdoor Recreation, full bucket seat swing $324.00; Helleseth Construction, Fifth Street intake repair/replace ($1,440) and Swimming Pool concrete repair work ($4182.32); Kossuth Abstract & Title, lien report $140.00; Algona Rec Department, WSI class registration/materials $175.00; Bomgaars, April statement $82.96; Randy Mueller, thatching/mowing/lawn cleanup at Noah’s Park $425.00; Carrico Aquatic Resources, testing kits at Pool $260.19; Mid-American Research, striping paint $767.00; Creative Stitches, 2019 Little League caps/tshirts $1365.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $26989.80; Border States Electric, distribution materials $910.77; NW Communications, remote call for service on Light Plant computer $143.75; and Iowa Utilities Board, assessment charges $5.30.  

Also, Bankers Trust, Electric Revenue Capital Loan Note payment $110401.25; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Natural Gas OQ training $1750.00; Kossuth Regional Health Center, random drug testing $55.00; CJ Cooper, random drug testing analysis $35.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing fees $168.00; Brown Supply, storm grate $200.00; Central Iowa Televising, storm/sanitary sewer televising and cleaning $28520.00; Van Hof Trucking, salt freight $525.44; Albion Labs, UPS postage $12.30; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1042.81; Farmers State Bank, Case loader payment $1097.49; Arnold Motor, vehicle maintenance $265.58; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, Dump Truck and Street Sweeper repairs $1890.94; MaxYield Cooperative, monthly fuel charges $701.35; Aramark Uniform Services, April services $355.18; Northwest Communications, monthly communications fees (all locations)  $325.37; City of Whittemore, monthly utilities $3980.66; Farm & Home Services, 2019-20 Business Protection package $69017.00; Counsel Office Supply, copies at City Hall and Library $301.11; West Bend Journal, April publications $301.11; Card Services, April charges $186.14; E-Pride Office, April statement $131.93; Iowa Finance Authority, Water Plant project loan payments $34792.50; Schmitt Hardware, April statement including a new air compressor at Light Plant $891.45; L&G Inc., April statement $468.59; Treasurer, State of Iowa, April sales & local option taxes $1417.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, April water excise tax $652.00; and City of Whittemore, April petty cash expenses $302.10.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve for payment, the above-listed claims.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following Builder’s Permit applications were presented for consideration:


Jennifer Nelson:  414 Kossuth Street.  Make and apply a wooden garage door for existing structure.


Adolph “Ernie” Kurtz:  513 Third Street.  Replace driveway and all existing sidewalks (property line to property line).


Jennifer Niebuhr:  305 Broad Street.  Repair and shingle roof of shed attached to west side of garage and move entrance door from the south side to the north side of same structure.

Upon motions by Schneider and Walker and a unanimous vote of the Council, the three Builder’s Permits were approved as presented.  There followed a discussion of property clean-up and possible means of incentives or government grants for local owners to improve their homes, yards and surroundings.  No action was taken on the topic at this time.
An application from Alexandra Hoover for employment as a lifeguard at the Swimming Pool this season was noted and office staff was asked to refer the information to the facility’s 2019 manager for this individual’s hiring.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.
Council then considered a proposal from Van Wert Inc. for Itron Meter Reading Equipment and all-new electric, gas and water meters for the distribution system of Whittemore Municipal Utilities.  The bid for the Centron Radio system is quoted at $126,745 plus $240.00 annually for a meter reading app.  The price does not include new plumbing of the water meters.  The clerk reviewed with the Council that $130,000 has been included in the 2020 fiscal year budget (July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020) for such an expense.  Council asked staff to investigate the life expectancy of the new meters and to talk with other communities who have invested in Itron regarding any pros or cons of this electronic system.  Action on this agenda item was tabled until the regular June meeting.
The 2019 street repairs were discussed and the “Order of Importance” list from 2018 was reviewed.  Two major issues and several patches were made last year before the allotted $100,000 was used; Council decided to resume the check-off list where they left off. With $100,000 in the 2019-20 fiscal year budget to be spent for improvements, office staff to contact Bob Wagner of Humboldt Blacktop Service with this year’s projects, including new areas designated as “patch work only”.

Upon motions by Simonson and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the Street Closing Permit Application for the second annual “Whittemore Rocks! Ribfest” event to be held on Saturday, May 25, 2019 was approved as submitted.  Whittemore Community Betterment Club is hosting the Memorial Day contest all day Saturday in the 400 block of Broad Street.
Upon motions by Johnson and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual (electronic) renewal application for a Class “C” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved.  Current license at this premise expires on Sunday, July 10, 2019.

At this time Resolution No. 2019-17 was introduced; a Resolution Adopting an IAMU Model for Whittemore Municipal Utilities Natural Gas System “Operating and Maintenance Plan”.  The new plan includes changes mandated by State and Federal regulatory commissions for all municipalities handling natural gas.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2019-17.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-17 duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2019-18 was also presented; a Resolution Adopting an IAMU Model for Whittemore Municipal Utilities Natural Gas System “Emergency Plan & Procedures”.  Again, changes are mandated by State and Federal regulatory commissions.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to adopt the updated Natural Gas System “Emergency Plan & Procedures” manual as presented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-18 duly adopted.

Clerk Farrell announced there could possibly be a need to amend the current 2019 Fiscal Year budget; if so, notice will be published in a timely manner announcing the Council’s intent to amend, and that a Public Hearing for such action will be held to coincide with the next regular meeting.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were announced.  It will be held on Monday, June 3, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  If necessary, this meeting will also serve as the Public Hearing for the 2018-19 Fiscal Year Budget Amendment.
The upcoming, very busy, May 2019 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.
Mayor Elbert and Councilman Johnson stated they would like to meet with municipal personnel regarding structured maintenance and upkeep schedules of the recently acquired Street Sweeper and the brand-new Garbage Truck once the machines arrive in Whittemore.
Officials then discussed property upkeep within the city limits and also the on-going, unkempt situation of the grounds at 2109 20 Avenue.  As the rural property, located one mile directly north of Whittemore, is a gateway to our community, Council instructed staff to send a letter to our district Supervisor requesting County support and initiative to clean up said area.  As the property stands right now, the 2109 20 Avenue grounds give an impoverished representation of the city of Whittemore.
Supt. Zinnel reported on several items:

· A quote from KGM Inc. to annually test the large industrial gas meters in our system is $1,000 per meter.  Council approved the action.

· Central Iowa Televising has been in town and cleared/opened catch basins of the storm sewers except the one at Fifth and Clay, which will need to be dug up and repaired. There are also two areas in the business alley where the sanitary sewer line has partially collapsed and these will also need to be repaired (all City expenses). 
Pictures of residential and small commercial customer connections in the 400 block of the sanitary sewer, as it runs through the south business alley, show heavy sludge build-up that could eventually become a problem.  City staff was directed to compose letters to potentially affected property owners connected to the line, giving them advance warning that problems might develop and to make them aware that any cost for cleaning or repair of the lines would be their own expense.
Also noted by CIT, there  is no storm sewer piping that runs north/south along Sixth Street; the Sixth Street Water Main Replacement Project will not affect this service.

· With the purchase of a different Street Sweeper unit, the City does not want to have it all scratched up after the first pass around the community and Council hereby reminds everyone it is the homeowners responsibility to keep all trees in the parking boulevard trimmed up for a clearance of 10’ off  the street and a 10’ clearance off the sidewalks.  
A claim by the City of Whittemore and also one made by the City of West Bend has been submitted Casey Peterson’s insurance company for damages and problems caused to the electric distribution system on the east side of homes in the 100 block of Fourth Street following a farming accident on April 24, 2019.  Both entities have been reimbursed for their costs associated with the incident.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the May 6, 2019 regular meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

