MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 – 6:30 p.m.

This meeting was opened with the recitation of the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa met in Special Session on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street, Whittemore, Iowa with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Schneider, Walker, Lancaster and Johnson (arriving at 7:10 p.m.).  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Jonathan Garcia.
There were no members of the community present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Supt. Zinnel reported that he, along with Dennis Lane and Brian Goodman, drove to Elliott Equipment Co. in Grimes, Iowa on April 18, 2019 to look at used (possible) replacement units for the City’s current Street Sweeper and Garbage truck.  Due to all the problems the 1991 Elgin Whirlwind vacuum diesel Street Sweeper gave us last fall and again this spring, there is a great need to find something better for use in Whittemore.  The current sweeper was purchased thru Eddy-Walker Equipment from the City of Garner in July 2004 for $24,500.  Zinnel was able to drive and see in operation, a used 1997 Ford Diesel Street Sweeper that Cory of Elliott Equipment has to offer for $39,000.  The Superintendent believes it is a nice unit and that it would do a very good job for Whittemore as it is exactly what we are looking for.
Also taken into consideration by the group during their visit to Grimes were several used garbage trucks for sale by Elliott Equipment. It is Supt. Zinnel’s feeling that there wasn’t anything on the Elliott used lot that the City of Whittemore would be interested in owning.  In  talking with other such equipment dealers, a used garbage truck is what we own now, and the chances of finding a “good” (used) unit do not exist as that type of vehicle, traded in by cities or individuals in the garbage collection business, is driven and operated eight hours a day, five days a week, 365 days a year.  There’s just no such thing as a “good” used Garbage truck.  Our current unit, a 1994 Crane Carrier with Leach Packer, was purchased for the City in 2011 from Warmington Custom Blast of Faribault, MN for $20,000; we have had one problem after another with it, and we have spent thousands of dollars annually for repairs to keep it running.  At this point it is no longer a reliable unit and does not meet the City’s on-going solid waste collection needs. 
The Council then reviewed three price quotes for replacement Garbage truck options from Elliott Equipment for the City of Whittemore:  One used unit, a 2006 diesel, was available for $57,000.00; the first of two brand-new units, a 2019 International diesel, was $142,875.00; and the second of the two brand-new units, a 2019 Freightliner diesel, was listed at $148,125.00.  Neither of the new units includes a cheater axle, which would be required by the City of Whittemore.  Such a feature would add an additional $5,000 to the price tag.
There followed a discussion of purchasing “used” versus “new” for Garbage trucks, and then of the two new, which would better suit the needs of the City?  It is felt by all that a new unit will last the City of Whittemore 20+ years with the hours we would put on it.  Whittemore currently uses the garbage truck each week on Tuesdays, and the crew also runs a dumpster and limited commercial collection route on Fridays.  A Freightliner has a re-buildable engine should there ever be a need and availability of parts is easily accessible, whereby an International engine is not re-buildable and would need to be totally replaced and parts would need to be ordered with wait time being days versus hours.
Upon due consideration, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to make the following purchases (in a timely manner) from Elliott Equipment Co. of Grimes, Iowa:


#1: One (Used) 1997 Ford CFC800 Diesel Johnston Model 605 Vacuum Street Sweeper for $39,000.00.  Immediate funding available for purchase in the FY2019 (current) budget.  Use currently-owned 1991 Elgin Whirlwind as a trade-in or scrap iron, depending on dealer choice.  With this purchase, the City will forego replacement of one of the municipal pickups.  

#2:  One (New) 2019 Freightliner M2 Detroit Diesel Garbage Truck for $148,125.00 plus costs associated with the add-on expense and requirement of a cheater axle.  Use currently-owned 1994 Crane Carrier as a trade-in or scrap iron, depending on dealer choice.  Partial funding available for purchase in the FY2020 budget (after 7-1-19).
Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT (at the time vote was called):  Johnson.  Motion carried and Supt. Zinnel was asked to contact Cory of Elliott Equipment with the Council’s decisions.  

Council then considered hosting a “Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day” in Whittemore in 2019.  Northern Plains Landfill of Spencer has contacted City Hall again seeking permission to bring their (manned) disposal trailer over on Thursday, July 24, in order to collect such items as oil-based paint, insecticides, paint thinner, weed killers, fertilizer, aerosol cans, household batteries, fluorescent light bulbs and ballasts, rat poison, kerosene, antifreeze, and any other chemicals considered to be hazardous and are not allowed or accepted at the landfill.  No charges will be assessed to citizens of the area, nor the City of Whittemore, but commercial businesses are required to make an appointment for the day as they are charged for the contributions to the event; they would pay the City of Spencer directly.  
As the event held in 2018 for the same purpose was deemed a success and there is no cost to the City of Whittemore or its citizens, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to again host a “Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day” in Whittemore on Thursday, July 24, 2019.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following Builder Permit applications were submitted for Council review:


Liz Erdman:  615 Second Street.  Install a 7’ privacy fence on north property line (east and west).


Nancy Muller & Paschal Grehan:  108 Palo Alto Street.  Remove existing screened-in porch and construct a 22x13 addition to north side of garage, aligning with east side of garage to the north.  Proposed floor plan submitted with application.

Due to the close proximity of the concrete driveway being what it is at 613 Second Street and the noise factor the situation presents to the residents living at 615 Second Street, Council agreed to grant a variance to allow a minimum 7’ fence to be built directly on the (north) property line at 615 Second Street.  Also, Supt. Zinnel stated the new owners of the property at 108 Palo Alto Street are aware they are required (at their expense) to move the natural gas line that currently runs under the concreted screened-in porch in order to build their proposed addition, and that new construction must align with the present garage thereby not infringing upon the alley set-back any more than already exists.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed applications, as presented, and that Builder’s Permits be issued to the property owners.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Council reviewed a written request by Northwest Communications for additional use of the building at 315-321 Fourth Street (City Hall and former Fire Station).  The local service provider would like to run conduit across the ceiling of the former Fire Department truck bays and through the former meeting room in the back of Council Chambers in order to provide better TV cable service to the north part of town.  Seeing no conflict with the appeal by NW Communications, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to approve the request.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

City Hall staff was asked to follow-up on the nuisance abatement notices sent to owners for properties containing junked or abandoned vehicles.
Supt. Zinnel stated the paint has arrived and municipal workers will be striping parking spaces throughout the business district and at local churches when time and weather allow.  Also, we are entering a very busy spring/summer schedule.  The 2019 Pool Manager, Nate Walker, has been doing an excellent job cleaning and prepping the facility for opening, and Marv Johnson is testing/driving to obtain his CDL for use with the City, but  maybe now is the time to start considering and discussing the possibility of hiring a third full-time municipal worker for the City’s employee roster.    
Councilman Simonson brought forward a discussion concerning two what-seem-to-be vicious dogs being kept within the community; Sheriff Kollasch to be contacted regarding further action.

Clerk Farrell reported a physical therapy patient and her worker would like to continue using the Community Center for learning to walk again; the woman has been using the facility thru the recent winter months, but the “Indoor Walking” season ended effective April 1.  Council sees no problem with using the Community Center for said purpose (at no extra charge) and wishes the local resident good luck in her recovery.

At 7:05 pm  motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to enter into CLOSED SESSION to conduct the annual municipal employee reviews/evaluations.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Employees available for tonight’s session included Andrea “Andi” Thompson, Jon Garcia, James Zinnel and Linda K. Farrell.

Upon motions by Simonson and Walker, and by unanimous vote of the Council, officials returned to OPEN SESSION at approximately 8:20 p.m.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the April 30, 2019 Special Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

