MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, April 3, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 3, 2019 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  Schneider.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Eric Goodman, David Penton, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.
There were no local citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Mayor Elbert opened the Public Hearing on the proposed 2019-20 Fiscal Year Budget estimates at 6:30 p.m. 

The Council then met with Kossuth County Emergency Management Director David Penton to discuss a Hazard Mitigation Grant Program by the State of Iowa for declared counties who are now eligible to receive relief funding as part of a Presidential Disaster Declaration (DR-4421-IA) on March 23, 2019, which is a result of severe storms and flooding that occurred in our State earlier this spring.  Mr. Penton explained if an application for assistance from Whittemore is approved, FEMA’s share of total eligible costs would be 75% of a proposed project, the State of Iowa would be responsible for 10%, and our local share of the expenses would be 15%.  Many options were discussed for the area prone to flooding in the 200 block between Fifth and Fourth Streets, and also along the west edge of Whittemore at Seventh Street.  It was the Council’s decision to move forward with gathering information and price quotes required of the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, with the intention of submitting such paperwork to the appropriate authorities in a timely manner (to be filed within the 90 day period after the declaration date).  The Mayor and Council thanked David Penton for all of his hard work and rescue efforts during the March 16-17 flooding crisis, and the subsequent sandbagging efforts in Whittemore.
Eric Goodman represented the St. Michael’s 5K Fun Run/Walk Committee and was present to discuss the proposed route and submit a “Street Closing Permit Application” for the event to be held on Saturday, May 25, 2019.  As this year’s proposed route is the same as that used in 2017 and 2018, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve the application for a “Street Closing Permit”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 
Fire Chief Eric Goodman then gave an annual update and report on the condition of the Whittemore Fire Department and Ambulance Service.  
Mayor Elbert declared the FY2019-2020 fiscal budget “Public Hearing” closed at 7:15 p.m.  The public hearing tonight replaces any actions taken during the March 4, 2019 regular Council meeting for the same purpose.  When notice of the March 4 Public Hearing was published in the February 21, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal, Clerk Farrell inadvertently emailed the FY2018-19 budget figures to the newspaper.  The error was detected by Kossuth County Auditor Amber Garman, and per instruction by Iowa Department of Management personnel and a written request being submitted to State officials seeking an extension to file the budget, on March 21, 2019 the correct 2019-20 fiscal year budget estimates were published in the West Bend Journal for consideration during this evening’s Budget Public Hearing.  Clerk Farrell reported our request to the State of Iowa to extend the budget filing deadline for the City of Whittemore was granted, and the new filing date (deadline) is hereby named as April 5, 2019.  
There being no citizens present to be heard for or against the budget estimates as published in the March 21, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to deem VOID Resolution No. 2019-07 that accepted the budget figures incorrectly submitted and published on February 21, 2019 .  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  
Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2019-12, a Resolution adopting the FY 2019-2020 budget, as proposed and published in the March 21, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal and  in the amount of $2,493,146 “Total Revenues and Other Sources” and $2,779,280  “Total Expenditures and Transfers Out”, with an estimated total tax levy per $1,000 valuation on regular property at $14.45577 and an estimated tax levy per $1,000 valuation on agricultural land at $3.00375.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-12 and the FY2020 city budget duly adopted.
A “Street Closing Permit Application” by Ron and Kimberly Kollasch, DBA “400 Rustic Station” was presented.  The business is planning to host the third annual “Memorial Day Live Band Street Dance” on Saturday evening, May 25 from approximately 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. in the 400 block of Broad Street, in the area of the street just outside “Pitchers” and where the Second Annual Whittemore Rocks! “Ribfest” is planned to be held earlier that same day.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve the application as submitted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the March 4, 2019 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the March 14, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for March, 2019  were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $11369.20; Electric $59158.33; Electric System Improvements Project $27.54; Gas $69286.96; Water $12856.47; Sewer Rental $3238.34; Solid Waste $4249.34; Payroll $22061.25; Equipment $4989.27; Special Account $187.44; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $111.54; Road Use Tax $4438.63; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $27.17; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $482.96; Library Renovations Savings $1.49; Library Regular $1133.00; Community Enhancement $none and Little League Savings $1.79. Total Receipts:  $193,625.72.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $23823.02; Electric $35207.83; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $30704.40; Water $5584.40; Sewer Rental $5751.99; Solid Waste $3415.82; Payroll $23760.54; Equipment $4989.27; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $6789.17; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements $140,083.76.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to accept the March, 2019 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following bills were submitted for payment:
Clayton Energy Corp., reservations charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $26148.53; Total (all) employee wages $15694.20; Treasurer, State of Iowa, February sales taxes $1577.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, February Water excise tax $678.00; Baker & Taylor, books $812.65; Center Point Books, large-print books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, copy machine leasing $85.85; Gale/Cengage, large print books $60.72; Lenovo Financial Services, desk top computers payment $130.08; Sandy Long, reimbursement for materials purchased for Library $152.14; DEMCO, office supplies $12.08; Guidepost, book $17.94; K-Mart, program expenses $35.26; MicroMarketing, audio books $8.50; The Library Store, office supplies $76.79; Presto-X, pest control $75.00; Emagine, website update $37.50; Iowa Department of Public Health, pool registration fee $35.00; L & G Inc., March services $3332.50; Spencer Office, supplies at City Hall $23.17; Northwest Communications, remote technical services $258.75; Electronic Specialties, siren service call $95.00; and Linda K. Farrell, March 17 sandbagging efforts food expense reimbursement $63.16.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32431.69; Border States Electric, distribution & inventory materials $1880.83; KGM Koons Gas Measurement, battery $92.70; Quality Pump, clean/grease pumps $715.00; Albion, UPS postage $45.68; Brown Supply, repair part $48.50; Hawkins, chemicals $250.74; Shamrock Recycling, processing fees $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1068.98; Farmers State Bank, Case loader payment $1097.49; Tom Eischen Sales, trash pump repairs $178.99; Kemco Tires, used tire $61.64; West Bend Red Power, Loader part $189.15; Aramark Uniform Services, March rugs, mops, uniforms & first aid kit $350.30; Northwest Communications, March communication services $325.73; City of Whittemore, utilities $5350.22; Farm & Home Services, cyber policy & machinery policy renewals $7570.13; Counsel Office Supply, Library and City Hall copy clicks $152.73; James Zinnel, cell phone semi-annual reimbursement $90.00; Jon Garcia, cell phone semi-annual reimbursement $90.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, March sales taxes $1490.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, March Water excise tax $652.00; Iowa Parks & Recreation Association, Jon Garcia, CPO continuing ed class registration fee & manual $295.00; West Bend Journal, March publications $423.63; Big Soo Terminal, bulk salt at Water Plant $3886.80; Mangold Environmental Testing, routine testing $39.00; MaxYield Cooperative, March statement $882.92; and City of Whittemore, March petty cash expenses $391.45.

Clerk Farrell announced the snow removal efforts and subsequent flooding issues that occurred within the City between March 12 and 21 cost the City an estimated $10,522; number does not include wear/tear/fuel on equipment.
Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications were submitted for “Builder’s Permits”:

Chris Ellis:  203 Fifth Street.  Replace storm door and entry door on the front (west) side of house; replace storm door on the east side of house; replace entry door and add storm door on the south side of the garage; replace storm window on the east side of the garage.


Ron Waldera:  115 Fifth Street.  Remove two existing storage sheds from property; install a pre-fab 12x20 steel storage shed on east side of property, approximately 10’ off alley; construct a third stall on south side of existing double garage.


Marcia Wilsey:  214 Fourth Street.  Black chain link or plastic vinyl wooden (4’) fence for dog, west of south corner of house to connect with south corner of back garage; gate to connect walk-way between house and garage.


Chad Meyer:  513 Seventh Street.  Construction of steps on east end of house.  Approximately 8’x8’x8’x12’.  Also, construct a patio on same area made of paver block and rock.

Joe & Joann Harren:  706 Broad Street.  Construct a 60’x70’ (east/west to north/south) wood structure to serve as a commercial building with steel siding and roof, located 100’ from east property line and approximately 45’ south property line.

Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the applications as submitted and that “Builder’s Permits” be issued.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Absent:  Schneider.  Motion carried.
Council reviewed an application for employment from Sydney Hoover of Whittemore to work as a returning lifeguard at the Swimming Pool this summer; application to be processed later in the meeting.
The delinquent accounts were considered; the Clerk made note that cities were notified on April 1 that “consistent with the Governor’s proclamations of disaster emergencies, the Iowa Utilities Board will extend the period covered by the winter moratorium from April 1, 2019 to May 13, 2019” for all counties in the State of Iowa.

Next were items pertaining to the CDBG Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Grant Application the City of Whittemore is working with NIACOG to present to the IEDA prior to the April 26, 2019 submission deadline:


Resolution No. 2019-13; a Resolution Adopting a City of Whittemore Temporary Relocation Policy.  In some rehab projects, the homeowner may be temporarily relocated out of his/her home during the interior paint disturbance activity portion of their project.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2019-13.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.


Resolution No. 2019-14; a Resolution Adopting a City of Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Administrative Plan.  Each community receiving a CDBG award to implement an owner-occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program must prepare and submit to the IEDA an Administrative Plan, which serves as a guide to how the City’s General Administrative Services Provide and its Technical Services Provider will implement the program at the local level.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to adopt Resolution No. 2019-14.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-14 duly adopted.

Resolution No. 2019-15; a Resolution Selecting a Technical Services Provider for a 2019 CDBG Housing Sustainability Grant Subject to the Award of Grant Funding by the Iowa Economic Development Authority.  As North Iowa Area Council of Governments was the only entity to submit a proposal in response to the City’s RFP for such as published in the February 14, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to name NIACOG as the City of Whittemore’s Technical Services Provider to assist with a housing rehabilitation program should the community receive CDBG funds through Iowa Economic Development Authority, thereby helping ensure compliance with CDBG program requirements. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk’s Office was recently informed by a mailing dated March 15, 2019 that Bankers Trust would no longer serve as trustee regarding revenue bonds issued during the 2014 electric system improvements project, but that UMB Bank will perform all of Bankers Trust’s responsibilities and obligations under our agreement.   At this time Resolution No. 2019-16 was introduced; a Resolution for Signature as “Acknowledgment to Assignment” Naming UMB Bank as Successor to Bankers Trust Company with Regard to the 2014 Electric System Improvements Project Revenue Bonds.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accepting Resolution No. 2019-16 as an acknowledgment to assign UMB Bank as successor to Bankers Trust Company regarding the 2014 Electric System Improvements Project revenue bonds.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-16 duly adopted.
Upon motions by Simonson and Lancaster, and by unanimous “AYE” votes of the Council, the following items were discussed and decided upon with regard to the upcoming 2019 summer season at the Whittemore Swimming Pool:


Employees:  During the March 4, 2019 regular meeting, Council appointed Nathan “Nate” Walker of Algona as the Whittemore Swimming Pool Manager in 2019.  Other applicants hired (to date) as 2019 Lifeguards include:  Nate Walker, Helen “Ella” Nelson, Emma Thul, Aurora Peters, Megan Besch, Amber Embrock and Sydney Hoover.  Council reiterated that the manager and lifeguards will be in charge of daily cleaning of the water at the Pool, including Bathhouse facilities, this year; no part-time personnel will be hired for that one specific task.  


Pool Staff Wages:  Council set the wages to remain as those paid in 2018.  Namely:  Manager/Co-Manager $12.00 per hour; Returning Lifeguards $8.30 per hour; and New Lifeguards $8.00 per hour.


Season Ticket Prices:  Council set the season ticket prices to coincide with those rates that have been charged at the Whittemore Swimming Pool since 2014.  They are as follows (all prices include applicable taxes):  Family Season Ticket $85.00 each; Individual/Single Season Ticket $55.00 each; 10-day Pass $30.00 each; and Daily Admission fee $4.00 per person (good for all day).  Office Staff noted total season attendance in 2018 was estimated to be 3,248 swimmers, up from just 1,490 patrons in 2016.


Hours of Operation:   The Whittemore Swimming Pool will be open this year:  “June” 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. daily (weather permitting); “July” and “August” 1:00 – 5:00 and 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. daily (weather permitting).  The pool will open as soon as Certified Pool Operators deem it to be ready.  The Fourth of July schedule will remain as that used in the past, namely OPEN Fourth of July afternoon only (1:00-5:00 pm, weather permitting); closed 4th of July evening hours only so employees can enjoy the holiday with their family and friends.  Barring unforeseen problems, the Whittemore Swimming Pool 2019 season will open sometime during the first week of June and will end at 5:00 p.m. on the third Saturday in August.  Closing date will depend, too, upon availability of certified lifeguard and managerial staff.

There followed the annual discussion concerning abandoned/junked vehicles, unkempt properties and other local nuisances; city staff to compose nuisance letters requesting property owners clean up their yards and remove junked/unlicensed vehicles in a timely manner or face the possibility of fines if they fail to do so.

Per Councilman Schneider’s desire to continue serving, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to reappoint Tim Schneider as First and Karla Walker as Alternate Community Representative(s) to the Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Next appointment on the agenda was for the Board of Adjustment.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to reappoint Dave Koppen to another five-year term of service on the Board of Adjustment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Other individuals on the local Board of Adjustment include Dean Dahlhauser, Ben Eischen, Sondra Johnson and Dr. Rebecca Walker.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting was set for Monday, May 6, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Council was reminded of a Special Meeting to be held on Monday, April 30, 2019 for the purpose of conducting annual employee reviews.

Upcoming community activities were reviewed.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Councilman Johnson spoke of having to drive the City’s garbage truck and he feels there is a great need to continue seeking a replacement for the existing unit.  Johnson also reported Algona Municipal Utilities is working to possibly donate some previously used digital water and/ or electric meters to Whittemore for our use.

Supt. Zinnel reported on the following:

· A mechanic from Elgin Equipment will be here next week to look over the City’s 1991 Street Sweeper.  It is felt the City cannot afford to experience the same problems again with picking up leaves etc. like we did this past fall.  Council then discussed possibly putting off purchasing a different pickup as budgeted for FY 2019-20 and instead using that ear-tagged money to replace the Street Sweeper.  No decision was made at this time pending the repair cost estimate by the Elgin Equipment mechanic.

· Legacy Lines has again been contacted regarding the business alley electric upgrade project; they will be in Whittemore when their schedule allows this spring.
· Central Iowa Televising will be in town, too, when time allows; there are several projects already in the works that Supt. Zinnel feels need to be finished before other endeavors (Seventh Street) are started.

· IUB inspections are becoming more stringent and a new Natural Gas O&M program qualifications now require a great deal of hands-on and computer on-line testing for each trained employee.
· Council approved paying for part-time employee Marv Johnson to get his CDL for use in operating the City’s Street Sweeper during the upcoming seasonal months.

· Staff to line up a company to conduct PCB testing of transformers currently not in use but owned and stored by the City of Whittemore; Council referred proper disposal decisions to Supt. Zinnel.
Council reviewed an estimate from Craig Brownell, local manager of the “Albion Labs” plant in the 500 block of Broad Street.  The price quote was for work by L&G Inc. to “install a new storm water intake; repair the (loading) dock intake, and upgrade to 6” dual wall tile” on the north side of Broad Street.  Council declined Albion’s offer to split the cost of said repairs with the City 50/50 as all work would be accomplished on private property, and the Council does not want to set a precedence to that effect.
The upcoming meeting schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the April 3, 2019 regular meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

