MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, March 4, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 4, 2019 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  Johnson.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Caroline Eggena and Steve Wendt of North Iowa Area Council of Governments, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Mayor Elbert opened the Public Hearing on the proposed 2019-20 Fiscal Year Budget estimates at 6:30 p.m. 
Mayor Elbert then announced the opening of a Public Hearing, as per published notice in the February 21, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal, regarding the City’s proposal to submit a CDBG Residential Sustainability (Housing Fund) grant application to the Iowa Economic Development Authority for an owner-occupied housing rehabilitation program in the community. The Mayor acknowledged that there were no local citizen comments, written or oral, submitted prior to the public hearing. However, Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments was in attendance and asked to be heard.  
Wendt provided several comments during the public hearing in order to inform the Council and any citizens in attendance, about the proposed application and the grant program. This included how the need for a rehabilitation program was identified (starting with the City of Whittemore Housing Needs Assessment completed in 1998 which was comprehensively updated in 2003, and with various meetings, surveys and inquiries since 2003).  A proposed budget page, which identified sources and uses of funds including the requested amount of the CDBG grant ($250,400), was also presented.  Other comments made by Wendt included a  statement that 100% of the federal funds will benefit LMI Households (income limits based on family size in Kossuth County were shown), discussion of where the proposed rehabilitation activity will take place (a map of the selected target area, which includes 46 single family housing units located in older neighborhoods in both directions from 4th Street, was presented),  the nature of the proposed grant activity (examples of likely work to be completed for the assisted homeowners were given). Wendt also stated that no persons or businesses will be displaced as a result of the proposed rehabilitation activity, and that the date the application is due at the IEDA is April 26, 2019 (as stated at the IEDA 2019 CDBG application workshop held on 11/15/2018). 
No citizens were in attendance to be heard for or against the information presented by City staff and Steve Wendt of NIACOG regarding the proposal to submit a CDBG Residential Sustainability (Housing Fund) grant application to IEDA for an owner-occupied housing rehabilitation program in Whittemore.  Mayor Elbert then closed the Public Hearing at 6:49 p.m.
Resolution No. 2019-08; a Resolution Approving an Application for a CDBG Funding Housing Rehabilitation Grant Administered by the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) for an Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program was introduced.  As it is the Council’s intent to submit said application, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve Resolution No. 2019-08 as presented.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-08 duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2019-09; a Resolution Selecting a Provider of Grant General Administrative Services Subject to the Award of Grant Funding through the CDBG Iowa Housing Fund Program was then presented.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to appoint North Iowa Area Council of Governments and their associates to provide grant general administrative services if the City of Whittemore is awarded grant funding through the CDBG Iowa Housing Fund Program.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-09 duly adopted.
Per motions by Simonson and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council present, the current City of Whittemore “Community Development & Housing Needs Assessment” was reviewed and updated to include expanding mid-priced or affordable housing to be in the $65,000 to $75,000 range and to enhancing development capacity to stimulate the construction of new housing units especially market rate work force housing with regard to “Other Community Development and Housing Needs”.
Discussion then followed with regard to selecting a “City of Whittemore Housing Rehabilitation Committee”.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to appoint the five seated members composing the Whittemore City Council to serve in this capacity for the 2019 cycle Housing Rehabilitation Committee.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker, and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.
The Mayor and Council thanked Steve Wendt and Caroline Eggena of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments for their assistance this evening and stated local officials and staff members look forward to working with themselves and the entity they represent in the 2019 Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program, should the City be fortunate enough to be awarded the Community Development Block Grant requested amount of $250,400.

At 6:58 P.M. Mayor Elbert closed the FY2019-20 Budget Public Hearing.  There being no citizens present to be heard for or against the budget estimates as published in the February 21, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve Resolution No. 2019-07, a Resolution adopting the FY 2019-2020 budget, as proposed, in the amount of $2,493,146 “Total Revenues and Other Sources” and $2,779,280  “Total Expenditures and Transfers Out”, with an estimated total tax levy per $1,000 valuation on regular property at $14.45577 and an estimated tax levy per $1,000 valuation on agricultural land at $3.00375.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-07 and the FY2020 city budget duly adopted.

There being no corrections or additions to the February 4, 2019 Regular Council Meeting minutes as published in the February 14, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal; the minutes stand approved as published.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for February, 2019  were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $3241.25; Electric $68764.36; Electric System Improvements Project $29.14; Gas $67330.03; Water $13954.66; Sewer Rental $4548.94; Solid Waste $5710.15; Payroll $16263.29; Equipment $3025.47; Special Account $1157.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $106.63; Road Use Tax $5449.49; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $181.09; Community Enhancement $none and Little League Savings $none. Total Receipts:  $189,766.82.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $16903.54; Electric $36465.85; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $36667.71; Water $9984.11; Sewer Rental $2575.30; Solid Waste $2981.82; Payroll $15614.71; Equipment $3025.47; Special Account $1287.44; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $4608.52; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements $130,114.47.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to accept the February, 2019 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $31494.59; Total (all) Employee Wages $8786.37; Tom Eischen Sales, chain saw materials $82.00; City of Spencer, January landfill fees $859.71; Card Services, credit card charges at Library and Natural Gas meeting expenses $277.40; West Bend Journal, January publications $295.26; Farmers State Bank, NSF and returned deposit fees $17.12; Advantage Administrators, annual fee ($216.00) and February cafeteria plan withholdings $180.00; Baker & Taylor, books and DVDs $442.81; Center Point, large print books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, (Library) copy machine leasing $85.85; Gale/Cengage, large print books $60.72; Counsel Office Supplies, copies $15.53; Lenovo Financial Services, desktop computers payment $130.08; Sandy Long, expense reimbursement $100.65; DEMCO, office supplies at Library $219.84; Sidney Public Library, books $20.00; Iowa Library Association, conference registration fee $35.00; Iowa Library Association, membership dues (Metzger) $40.00; Good Housekeeping, subscription renewal $31.94; Presto-X, Maintenance Shed pest control $100.00; Emagine, website update $18.75; BSN Sports, Little League pitching machine and accessories $1629.43; Partners in EMS, continuing education and certification of Whittemore Emergency Services personnel $2,560.00; Northwest Communications, computer service call and antivirus program $614.89; and L & G Inc., snow hauling $852.50. 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29346.89; Border States Electric, parts $17.66; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing fees $42.00; Central Iowa Televising, cameraing south business alley sanitary sewer problems $1,800.00; Albion Labs, UPS postage for water testing samples $11.40; Brown Supply, repair/maintenance at Water Plant $541.28; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, February landfill fees $743.73; Farmers State Bank, CASE loader loan payment $1097.49; Barco Municipal Products, dump truck tire chains $372.09; Productivity Plus, service call on loader and parts for snow pusher $2056.56; Aramark Uniform Service, rugs/mops/uniforms/first aid kit $438.66; Northwest Communications, monthly services $325.73; City of Whittemore, utilities $4752.85; Randy Mueller, February snow removal services $406.00; E-Pride Office Supply, office supplies at City Hall $114.95; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, quarterly safety dues and annual utility dues $3657.54; Bomgaars, supplies Shop $169.92; GrassMasters, spring lawn packages $1711.01; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $285.39; West Bend Journal, February publications $537.87; and MaxYield Cooperative, February fuel expenses $1385.19.  Following a discussion and brief explanations regarding the bills, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any other regular/routine bills that may be presented after this meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no applications for Builder’s Permits.

Council received two applications for employment:


Name



Position


Megan Besch, Whittemore

Manager and (Returning) Lifeguard


Amber Embrock, Emmetsburg
(New) Lifeguard

A list of delinquent accounts was reviewed.
There was little to update the Council on regarding the Sixth Street water replacement and sewer repair projects; the City is still waiting for the weather to improve in order for Central Iowa Televising to begin investigating the degree of repair or replacement in the matter.
Supt. Zinnel then reported problems with the sanitary sewer in the 400 block of the south business alley.  “Pitchers” has been experiencing poor sewer service and the business owners have gone to the expense of jetting and cameraing in order to determine the problem.  The City also had the same area camera’d by Central Iowa Televising and video results indicate that when the electric service improvement project was underway over two years ago, a portion of the sewer line from “Pitchers” to the main was punctured by the underground boring machine and electric cable.  City staff has contacted electric project engineer Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering in Rock Rapids, IA to see if there might be any sort of compensation by the general contractor for loss of service and repair due to their mistake of boring into the sewer line.  This primary line is in need of cleaning and at this time the Council approved Supt. Zinnel’s request to further investigate with Central Iowa Televising, the costs and cleaning associated with this work.

Resolution No. 2019-10 was introduced; a Resolution Accepting Revisions to the Whittemore Municipal Utilities Gas System “O&M” Plan as proposed by Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities..  These revisions are updates mandated by State of Iowa and Federal agencies governing natural gas services.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept Resolution No. 2019-10 as submitted.  Roll was called and vote was as follows:  AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-10 duly adopted.  Supt. Zinnel then conducted a short, semi-annual “Natural Gas Emergency Training” Q&A session with staff and city officials.

Upon motions by Walker and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, vacant property on the north side of the street in the 700 block of Broad Street has now been assigned the physical address of 706 Broad Street.  

Two new bids for service agreements for commercial Pest Control Management at the municipally-owned maintenance shed and the City Hall building complex were reviewed.  The first bid from ABC Pest Control was in the amount of $100.00 per month for both buildings; the second bid from Presto-X was in the amount of $75.00 per month for both buildings.  Resolution No. 2019-11 was then introduced; a Resolution Accepting a New Service Agreement for Commercial Pest Control Management of City Maintenance Shed at 314 Broad Street and City Hall at 315 Fourth Street (entire structure).  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to name Presto-X as the commercial Pest Control Management controller for the City of Whittemore’s two buildings as addressed in the agreement contract, providing the services for $75.00 per month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Resolution No. 2019-11 is hereby duly adopted.
Deputy Clerk Thompson gave a brief report on the upcoming Whittemore Little League season.  Sign-up has been underway since early February.  A brand new pitching machine has been acquired for use by the local teams, and the City’s batting cage is set-up at the Community Center for Whittemore teams and individual (supervised) practice sessions. 

At this time the Council reviewed all applications for employment to manage the Whittemore Swimming Pool in 2019.  Taking into consideration all factors (qualifications/certifications/date of application, etc.), motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to appoint Nathan Walker of Algona to the position of “Manager” for the 2019 season.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  No other action was taken regarding the Swimming Pool during this meeting. 

As is standard for scheduling of the April meeting and due to the annual assembly of members of the Whittemore Gun Club gathering on the first Monday in April, the date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, April 3, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Also, Special Meeting to conduct annual “Employee Reviews” was scheduled to be held on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 starting at 6:30 p.m.  The reviews will be handled in CLOSED session.

The March, 2019 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was considered.  
There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Supt. Zinnel reported they will again be digging out fire hydrants.  If any resident is willing to assist and wants to remove snow piled from around the hydrant nearest their property, their work would be greatly appreciated by municipal employees.
Council approved a phoned-in request by Councilman Johnson to clean out any unused materials or items being stored on, behind or above the stage at the Community Center, with guidance from City Hall staff or Councilman Simonson.

A request to remove snow from the 706 Broad Street address was taken into consideration, but Council feels efforts would be beyond the scope and capabilities of city-owned equipment.  It is hoped spring rains will clear the area without too much damage being caused to ground conditions.
Council reiterated it is not the City’s responsibility to cover damages caused to private property during snow removal efforts when said property appears within the public right-of-way.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 4, 2019 Regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

