MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA
Monday, February 4, 2019 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was then called to order by Mayor Elbert at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, February 4, 2019 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street in Whittemore.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  None.   Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Ben Kron, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no persons present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the January 7, 2019 Regular Meeting and the January 15, 2019 Special Meeting were approved as published in the January 17, 2019 and January 24, 2019 editions of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month January, 2019 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $16116.56; Electric $58039.99; Electric System Improvement Projects $23.02; Gas $67624.29; Water $12614.83; Sewer Rental $2996.25; Solid Waste $4330.62; Payroll $16568.94; Equipment $2366.57; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $31.30; Road Use Tax $5498.99; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $31.62; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $454.82; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $none  Total Receipts for January, 2019: $186,760.12.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  $17799.34; Electric $36026.36; Electric System Improvement Projects $1975.61; Gas $39553.20; Water $4474.69; Sewer Rental $2520.13; Solid Waste $3905.78; Payroll $16280.67; Equipment $2366.57; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $5855.16; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements for January, 2019:  $130,814.83.  Clerk Farrell pointed out the $9145.52 receipt from FEMA as partial reimbursement to the City for expenses the governmental entity incurred immediately following the June 20, 2018 heavy rainfall and subsequent flooding.  After further review and questions were addressed regarding disbursements, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to accept the January, 2019 Clerk-Treasurer’s reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment: 

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas and reservation charges $34818.02; Total (all) employee wages $8871.74; Card Services, Library meeting expenses/supplies $131.54; TP Anderson Co., completion of FY18 exam $2550.00; Northwest Communications, (December) monthly FAX, phone and internet (all locations) $328.05; Advantage Administrators, January cafeteria plan withholding $180.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1358.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use taxes $292.00; US Treasury, fourth quarter Form 941 $388.31; Treasurer, State of Iowa, water excise tax $697.00; Baker & Taylor, books $224.14; Center Point, large print books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, copy machine leasing $85.85; Micro Marketing, audio books $65.98; Gale/Cengage, large print books $60.72; Counsel Office, copies $13.85; Guideposts, books $35.88; Field & Stream Magazine, subscription renewal $29.97; K-Mart, supplies/holiday decorations $63.20; Lenovo Financial Services, payment on five (Library) desktop computers $205.08; Presto-X, pest control $100.00; Emagine, website updating $18.75; Advantage Administrators, annual fee $216.00; IMFOA, annual membership dues $50.00; AirMedCare, 2019-20 municipal site membership $2234.00; Border States Electric, distribution materials $30.50; and Continental Research, equipment maintenance $221.18.

Also, Paradigm, fall collaborative natural gas “Public Awareness” program materials $700.00; IAMU, (natural gas) Operator Qualification (required) workshop fee $876.00; James Zinnel, mileage reimbursement $99.16; Mangold Environmental Testing, routine water testing $69.00; Hawkins, Water Plant chemicals $403.08; Vessco, Water Plant pump head $789.72; Arnold Motor Supply, Water Plant fan $75.37; Hach, Water Plant chemicals $214.08; Big Soo, bulk salt at Water Plant $3902.60; Van-Hof Trucking, bulk salt freight $528.58; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; Farmers State Bank, CASE loader payment $1097.49; MaxYield Cooperative $711.39; Tom Eischen Sales, chains for saw $82.00; Brown Supply, snow plow blade $146.25; Trans Iowa Equipment, street sweeper broom $375.21; Productivity Plus, oil life monitor (Case loader) $613.13; Hiway Truck Equipment, dumpsters $1100.00; Barco Municipal Products, “One Way” signage $130.12; Aramark Uniform Services, January statement $313.10; Northwest Communications, (January) monthly FAX, phone and internet (all locations) $325.73; City of Whittemore, utilities $5651.39; Randy Mueller, January snow removal $175.00; E-Pride Office, City Hall supplies $96.89; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses (total) $303.59.
IMPORTANT!  The Mayor and Council would like to again remind the public that anyone with a WHITTEMORE address who (due to a medical emergency) are required to use a Mercy-One helicopter for transport to an area or regional hospital from Kossuth Regional Health Center, the cost of such service is covered by insurance thru Air-Med Care; the policy premium is paid annually by the City of Whittemore.  Anyone with questions regarding this benefit should contact office staff at City Hall for additional information or assistance.

Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any other regular bills that were not received before the meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

One new Building Permit application was presented for consideration:

Brian Goodman:  304 Railroad Street.  Replace roof on building (no changes).

Upon motions by Schneider and Walker, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed Building Permit application was approved.

Council then reviewed the application from Ben Kron of 510 Sixth Street.  The application, originally presented at the January 4, 2019 regular meeting, was seeking permission to “install a 14x20 wooden storage shed on a concrete foundation at the northwest corner of property”.  When informed he would need to move the natural gas line that is located directly under the proposed structure, a cost estimate to move the natural gas line on the property would need to be put together before Kron would decide whether to proceed or scrap the project.  Also in question was Kron’s request for a variance to allow the structure to be placed less than six foot off the alley, as currently required by the City’s Building Code.
Supt. Zinnel estimated it would cost $500 or less to have the natural gas line relocated by a qualified operator and the City’s cost to complete the process would be minimal.  The superintendent reported he had given the cost estimate to Ben Kron and that he (Kron) planned on moving ahead with the project; only decision pending was the “six foot off the alley” variance request to be decided by the Council.
After due consideration, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to allow the building of the shed to move forward, but the structure must be built a minimum of six (6) foot off the alley; the natural gas line must also be moved so it does not run under the proposed storage shed site.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Ben Kron appeared before the Council at approximately 7:15 p.m. and was informed of the Council’s decision.

At this time we have received the following applications for employment:


Name



Position


Ashley Frideres, West Bend
Pool Manager


Ella Nelson, Whittemore

(Returning) Lifeguard

All applications were ordered placed on file for future reference.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Zinnel stated there was nothing new to report or update regarding the Sixth Street water main replacement and sewer repair project.  Weather conditions are impeding any progress.
Resolution No. 2019-06 was introduced; a Resolution Accepting the Annual “AirMedCare Network Municipal Site Membership” Contract for the City of Whittemore, Iowa.  Since April of 2017 the Mayor and Council of the City of Whittemore have chosen to provide air-ambulance insurance coverage for citizens living inside and outside the perimeters of Whittemore.  Cost for the 2019-20 premium remains the same as the initial expense of $2,234.00 annually.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept Resolution No. 2019-06.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2019-06 duly adopted.  The Clerk was asked to share this information in the local church bulletins for everyone’s knowledge and use, if need be.
A status report from Clayton Energy Corporation regarding natural gas “Storage Volume Withdrawal” for the current winter heating season was presented at this time.
The Mayor and Council reviewed the fiscal year 2019-2020 budget estimates which include itemized expenditures proposed by the Council of up to $100,000 for street repairs, $130,000 for radio-read electric/gas/water meters, $40,000 for a used 4WD or 3/4T pickup; $5,000 to repair cracks in Swimming Pool; $100,000 to replace Garbage Truck; $11,000 foam insulation in Maintenance Shed; $5,000 for a Gazebo in green space at Noah’s Park; and $3,500 to upgrade computer hard-drives at City Hall.  Following a report by the Clerk with discussion and debate by the Council, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to set the estimated tax levy for FY 2019-20 at $14.46 per $1,000 valuation on regular property, which is down from the rate current of $14.75 per $1,000 valuation (regular property) being assessed in the 2018-19 budget year.  The taxable valuation of the community continues to gain strength and has been increased by the County Assessor to $12,022,139 (up from the previous rate of $11,752,394).  Roll call vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none. Motion carried.

The Council then set Monday, March 4, 2019 at 6:30 P.M. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a Public Hearing to be held for the proposed 2019-2020 Fiscal Year Budget.  Notice of same will be published in the February 21, 2019 edition of the West Bend Journal.  The next regular Council meeting will coincide with the Budget Public Hearing as it will be the first Monday of the month, namely March 4, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The February “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore indicates the First Thursday Coffee to be held at Steier Ag Aviation Hanger on February 7; a Legion Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, February 10; St. Michael’s Parish “Winter Carnival” from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, February 17; and the Legion Riders “Wing Ding” to be held at the Legion Hall on Saturday, February 23.
There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Councilman Johnson requested permission from the Council to put a used, smaller wrestling mat that he has (personally) purchased at the Community Center. With adult supervision, this mat can be used by local youth in training for middle, junior and high school wrestling.  Permission granted.

Councilman Schneider reported he continues to hear about problems with leaves in the gutter.  Supt. Zinnel reminded everyone of the unusual weather and damp conditions we experienced last fall, which did not allow for proper sweeping and timely removal of leaves and other debris from the curb and streets.  Should the wet weather pattern continue into future fall seasons, other actions will need to be taken to prevent such an occurrence from happening in the years to come.

Supt. Zinnel reported he has purchased a natural gas grease gun for the City of Whittemore.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the February 4, 2019 Regular meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

