MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 3, 2018 – 6:30 P.M.

All in attendance opened the meeting by standing and reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, December 3, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Rod Johnson, Karla Walker, and Becky Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance included Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the November 5, 2018 regular Council meeting, as published in the November 15, 2018 edition of the West Bend Journal, were approved as submitted.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2018 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $26746.07; Electric $54594.28; Electric System Improvement Project $22.85; Gas $44286.38; Water $13188.34; Sewer Rental $3163.67; Solid Waste $4780.96; Payroll $20086.85; Equipment $2028.10; Special Account $1880.25;  Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $176.23; Road Use Tax $5650.66; Customer Deposit $500.00; Debt Service $410.28; Special Assessment $0.00; Library Improvement Savings $500.00; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $2979.91; Community Enhancement $0.00; and Little League Savings $0.00.  Total Receipts and Transfers for the month: $180999.83.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $11336.54; Electric $80654.14; Electric System Improvement Project $none; Gas $28536.88; Water $10741.92; Sewer Rental $2974.37; Solid Waste $3584.58; Payroll $19174.47; Equipment $2028.10; Special Account $2292.87; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $100.00; Debt Service $465.00; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $7078.85; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements and Transfers for the month: $168968.02.  After a complete review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept the November, 2018 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following bills were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation, service charges and natural gas purchased $23632.22; Total Employee Wages $10883.17; Garbage route contract labor $197.50; Algona Machine, snow blade repair $222.84; Iowa Finance Authority, semi-annual loan (interest) payments for Water Plant project $4965.00; Card Services, credit card purchases at Library $383.04; Community Lumber, “Shop” supplies $8.20; Linda McCann, POW Camp guest speaker (program) fee at Library $75.00; Dearborn Insurance, employee insurance 11-1 thru 1-31 $395.85; Sandy Long, reimbursement for DVDs and meeting expenses $243.69; Guidepost, book $17.94; Counsel Office, copier clicks $90.41; Center Point, large print books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, copy machine lease $85.85; K-Mart, office supplies and program treats at Library $75.72; Micro Marketing, audio books $108.13; Northwest Fire Safety, new smoke alarm system at the Library $4200.00; Wood Magazine, subscription renewal $29.99; National Geographic, subscription renewal $39.00; Midwest Living, subscription renewal $11.00; Presto-X, pest control at maintenance shed $96.00; JP Cooke, pet licensing receipt books $20.50; Steinman Roofing, removed old foam roof and install new roofing on Devine Building $11,770.00; Doors, Inc., push/pull handle for NE door at Community Center $80.86; Bev Walker, (2) starburst decorations repaired/refurbished $104.99; E-Pride Office Supplies, materials at City Hall $11.49; and Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., annual Postini (email) virus protection $36.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29939.04; Border States Electric, sectionalizing cabinet $924.96; Canadian Pacific Railway, annual land rent fee $30.00; Skarshaug Testing, distribution (safety) materials $59.11; Brown Supply, natural gas department distribution materials $286.27; CJ Cooper, annual random test administrative fee $65.00; Utility Sales & Service, calibration gases $566.77; Albion Labs, UPS postage for sample testing $10.96; Mangold Environmental, wastewater testing fees $140.00; Central Iowa Televising, heavy cleaning/jetting/televising (Kossuth Street) $7106.00; James Zinnel, mileage/meeting reimbursement $103.25; Hawkins Chemicals, water plant chemicals $439.36; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; West Bend Red Power, chain for sander $14.22; Stephanie Carlson, refund of customer deposit and gas budget credit after final bill $207.37; Aramark Uniform Service, November statement $332.57; Northwest Communications, November telephone, FAX & internet service fees $325.89; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, water conference fees and quarterly safety meeting dues $516.54; City of Whittemore, utilities $3431.73; Data Technologies, 2019 license and support fees (utilities program) $2444.37; Card Services, meeting/lodging (Water) charges and books/DVDs at Library $394.20; Schmitt Hardware, November statement $311.27; and City of Whittemore, November petty cash expenses $388.07. After further review, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed November claims for payment, along with any regular bills approved by City staff in a timely manner.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no Builder’s Permit applications submitted.

Council reviewed an application for employment by Nathan J. Walker of Algona to work as 2019 Manager at the Whittemore Swimming Pool.  No action was taken and the application was placed on file for future reference.

The delinquent accounts were also reviewed.

The Clerk reported things are falling into place for the City of Whittemore and up to six (6) residential property owners could qualify to participate in the 2018-19 Housing Rehabilitation Program.  A total of ten (10) Housing Rehab Program applications have been turned over to Steve Wendt at the North Iowa Area Council of Governments office in Mason City for his consideration in the upcoming CDBG process.  The deadline to submit such an application was November 30.
An electric meter multiplier on the SE unit of Whittemore Housing was changed in 2016 and this action was recently determined to be in error.  Billing staff have calculated the refund of $15,898.57 is due to Murphy Management, owners of the housing rental complex.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the refund according to the wishes indicated by the Whittemore Housing Board of Directors (apply credit on account or issue a reimbursement check).  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
A report by Clayton Energy Corp. of “stored” natural gas secured by the City of Whittemore for the 2018-19 heating season has reached its maximum volume and the community will now benefit from the low prices paid for the stored gas to be blended with any open market purchases that may need to be made, above and beyond the forward-priced natural gas volumes already in place for use.
Also regarding natural gas, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to appoint City Clerk Linda K. Farrell as the City of Whittemore’s “Duly Authorized Representative” to attend and vote on Public Energy Facilities Authority (PEFA) discount program and prepaid gas transaction matters.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried. 

Council continued a discussion regarding water main replacement and a possible sewer repair project along Sixth Street. Supt. Zinnel reported he spoke with Tom Grafft of ISG Engineering on November 19th regarding the work that needs to be accomplished, and Mr. Grafft is expected to draw up an estimate of cost and an advisory report on where the City needs to start to begin the scope of work necessary to prevent future water main breaks, etc.  
Supt. Zinnel also stated Central Iowa Televising plans to be in Whittemore after the first of the new year to continue their contracted amount of work cleaning out the designated storm sewer system in Whittemore.  The most recently accomplished work by CIT (Kossuth Street) went well but there are still some large root balls that need to be dissolved by bigger equipment when the Central Iowa Televising crew comes to town next month.
Upon motions by Schneider and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, a three-year lease to rent 5.7 acres, more or less, of a city-owned parcel of hay ground to Tim Allen for $52.00 per acre ($296.40 annually) was approved; the rental period to run January 1, 2018 thru December 31, 2020.
Motion was made  by Johnson and Walker that the Council approve an application for a “One-Day/Temporary Transfer” of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion, State of Iowa, Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 19, 2019 for the 19th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Per request of auditors at TP Anderson & Company, PC., during the FY 2018 exam, Resolution No. 2018-16 was introduced; a Resolution Adopting a Policy Regarding Use of City Credit Cards.  Council reviewed the restrictions and limitations named in the resolution.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to adopt Resolution No. 2018-16 as stated.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2018-16 duly adopted.

Council then considered the “2019 Rental Rates” at the Whittemore Community Center.  Following a brief discussion, and noting that other in-town rental facilities have plans to adjust their rental rates for 2019, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker, to increase the “Summer Rate” to equal that of the “Winter Rate” as the Whittemore Community Center is now climate controlled all 12 months of the year thanks to the installation of air conditioning in May, 2018 and new furnace units over the summer.   Roll was called and vote was recorded as,  AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and the rental fees at the Whittemore Community Center for calendar year 2019 are set as follows: 

Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $100.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

 $250.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  
$30.00 minimum rental plus $3.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $35.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November 1 through March 31 annually):  $15.00 per person, per season

The December “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  The 18th Annual “It’s A Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street” will be held on Friday, December 7 from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.  Santa is also scheduled to visit Whittemore one last time on Saturday, December 22, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the American Legion Hall.  The Merchant’s Drawing will follow Santa’s visit that same date and place, beginning at 11:00 a.m.  The public is invited and encouraged to attend both events!

Council set Monday, January 7, 2019 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for the next regular meeting.

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Supt. Zinnel reported on the following:

· He plans on ordering  paint for the 2019 season at the Whittemore Swimming Pool.  Municipal employees

and contract laborers will apply a blue color to the bottom of the facility and outline the remainder in white.  It is recommended to use these colors as designated in order to better secure the safety of swimmers in the water.

· Representatives from L & G Inc. and the municipal employees will be looking at possible replacement units for the 1994 model garbage truck currently in use by City.   
· Heating the west bay of the maintenance shed was discussed.  Estimates to apply spray foam insulation are to be presented before any action is taken to insulate the area.

· Snow removal efforts and the resulting snow piles that restrict access to rural route mailboxes was discussed; the Council instructed municipal employees to continue operating in the manner in which they have in the past, namely the property owner or occupant of the residence is responsible for clearing the area around, in front of, or as a direct path to the mailbox in order for the rural carrier to deliver the mail. 

Following a brief discussion, the Mayor and Council awarded two municipal employees, City Hall office employees, and the Library staff members an annual Christmas bonus; the Library bonus amounts are determined by the Library Board of Directors. 

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed, including the quarterly Kossuth and Palo Alto County “City Clerks Luncheon” to be hosted by Whittemore and held at St. Michael’s Parish Center beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, December 7, 2018.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the Monday, December 3, 2018 regular meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

