MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 – 6:30 p.m.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa met in Special Session on Tuesday, October 16, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street, Whittemore, Iowa with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Council members present were Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  Schneider.  Others in attendance for a portion of the meeting included Sue Frideres.

The meeting was opened with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  
There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Sue Frideres of Farm & Home Services was in attendance to review the annual renewal information regarding the employee health and dental insurance plans for the next 12 month cycle.  The current Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield CompleteBlue 2250 HMO plan being used by the full-time staff members is increasing in cost 19.11% and is being renewed as CompleteBlue 2800.  After discussion and comparison of plans with the insurance representative and City Clerk, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to remain with Wellmark BC/BS and renew as CompleteBlue 2800 HMO policy.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider.  Motion carried.  This action fulfills the Council’s desire to make the best decision for the City’s full-time employees, and also satisfies their obligation to complete any changes to the current insurance coverage plan before the November 15, 2018 deadline.
At this time Resolution No. 2018-16 was introduced; a Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Natural Gas from PEFA Inc.; Approving the Execution and Delivery of a Gas Supply Agreement and Other Documents Relating to Said Purchase; Approving the Issuance of Bonds by PEFA, Inc.; and Addressing Related Matters.  Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. emailed said resolution and other documents explaining the Natural Gas Discount Program the City of Whittemore will participate in with the acceptance of Resolution No. 2018-16.  Clayton Energy Corp. represents 43 Iowa participants entering into the PEFA, Inc. (Public Energy Facilities Authority) “Prepaid Gas Financing” program who in doing so, are taking advantage of an opportunity to potentially save each municipal gas utility approximately 10%-12% of the wholesale cost of natural gas, which is something investor-owned utilities cannot do for their patrons.  Bond attorneys for the project are Ahlers Cooney of Des Moines.
Upon review of the documents presented at this time by Clayton Energy Corp. for the City of Whittemore, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster to accept Resolution No. 2018-16; a Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Natural Gas from PEFA Inc.; Approving the Execution and Delivery of a Gas Supply Agreement and Other Documents Relating to Said Purchase; Approving the Issuance of Bonds by PEFA, Inc.; and Addressing Related Matters.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2018-16 duly adopted.

Mayor Elbert requested the star burst decorations along Broad Street be readied for the upcoming holiday season, along with replacement of broken or blown bulbs in the lights that outline the business district buildings.

Councilman Johnson brought forward a discussion regarding snow removal practices; it was decided the two municipal employees should begin moving snow at 5:00 a.m. when matters dictate this upcoming winter.

The Clerk informed the Council that a representative from FEMA will be in Whittemore on Tuesday, October 23 at 1:00 p.m. to discuss the disaster damage report the City submitted following the June 20, 2018 excessive (8+”) rainfall event and to arrange a “Recovery Scoping Meeting”, which is the next step in the Public Assistance grant development process.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the October 16, 2018 Special Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk
