MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, October 3, 2018 – 6:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, October 3, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Councilpersons Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members Absent:    Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Joe and Joann Harren, Andi Thompson, Marv Johnson, Jim Schmitt and James Zinnel.  The meeting was opened with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

At 6:35 p.m. motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to enter into CLOSED SESSION for discussion of real estate litigation.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  At 7:05 p.m. motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to return to OPEN SESSION.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Resolution No. 2018-15 was introduced; a Resolution to Sign a “Registration for Tax Sale Investors” form as Requested by the Kossuth County Treasurer.  City Attorney Ryan Buske has appeared before the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors on behalf of the City of Whittemore requesting several parcels of land owned by the railroad be turned over to the City as the railroad has been negligent in paying the property taxes on the pieces, and the City has maintained and cared for the properties for quite some time.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve Resolution No. 2018-15; a Resolution allowing Mayor Elbert to sign a “Registration for Tax Sale Investors” form to acquire Parcel Number 21-07-229-004 and Parcel Number 21-07-229-011 within the city limits of Whittemore for the fee set forth by the Kossuth County Treasurer.  Roll call vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Resolution No. 2018-15 was duly adopted.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the September 5, 2018 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the September 20, 2018 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for September, 2018 were presented.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $11855.11; Electric $68211.11; Electric System Improvements Project $18.09; Gas $33568.58; Water $13187.97 Sewer Rental $3194.27; Solid Waste $4571.55; Payroll $18630.91; Equipment $2857.60; Special Account $2070.25; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $0.88; Road Use Tax $7312.10; Customer Deposit $300.00; Debt Service $151.60; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.17; Library Regular $581.05; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $600.17. Total Receipts and Transfers for the month:  $167,116.41.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for September, 2018:  General $14382.65; Electric $48029.66; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $20257.63; Water $6378.82; Sewer Rental $15609.92; Solid Waste $3467.38; Payroll $20899.81; Equipment $2857.60; Special Account $2047.97; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Customer Deposit $600.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $5935.50; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $75.00.  Total Disbursements and Transfers for the month:  $140,541.94.  Council then reviewed the five-year “Profit & Loss” statements for Electric, Natural Gas, Water and Solid Waste presented by the Clerk. Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to accept the September, 2018 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, monthly service fee and natural gas purchased $16323.57; Total (all) Employee Wages $10254.73; Total (all) Contract Labor $200.00; Northwest Communications, repairs $28.75; Advantage Administrators, August cafeteria plan withholding $100.00; Treasurer of Iowa, sales and water excise taxes $1861.00; Farmers State Bank, charge for an ISF by a WMU patron $16.05; MaxYield Cooperative, September statement including fuel, hydraulic fluid and oil $2235.30; Barco Municipal Products, locating flags $56.18; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., freight for bulk salt $540.91; Sandy Long, reimbursement for meeting/mileage, DVDs and program supplies $182.49; Baker & Taylor, DVDs and books $619.21; K-Mart, office supplies and program supplies $52.02; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; Cengage Learning, books $60.72;Mary Janes Farm, subscription $29.95; Guideposts, book $17.94; The Library Store, Inc., supplies $7.28; US Bank Equipment, copier rent $85.85; Schmitt Hardware, City Hall furnace/ac filters, and shop materials $65.25; Emagine, annual website hosting fee and monthly rental of site administration software $203.45; Northwest Communications, new program for encrypted emailing $201.25; Presto-X, monthly pest control in Maintenance Building $96.00; Farm & Home Services, annual “Treasurer’s Bond” insurance coverage $100.00; Border States Electric, distribution and R&M materials $2,012.13; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32,522.12; Gas Odorant Service & Supply, gas odorant for distribution $1,405.49; American Public Gas Association, 2019 membership dues $435.00
Utility Sales & Service, Inc., gas line primer $134.63; Albion, water samples UPS postage fees $33.51; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals $296.26; and Hach Co., chemicals $149.25.

Also, Iowa DNR, 2019 Annual Water User Fee $134.00; Tegra Corporation, bulk salt at Water Plant $3,877.32; Thompson Sewer & Drain, 9-5-18 jetting $150.00; Shamrock Recycling, monthly recycling fee $108.36; Waste Zero, 55 cases yellow bags $2,464.00; Wentzel’s True Value, gloves for recycling trailer unloading $15.99; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,064.98; Tom Eischen Sales, Inc.,  mower service call $75.00; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1,152.36; Felix Figueroa, Customer Deposit refund $200.00; Aramark Uniform Service, September services $313.92; L & G Inc., September statement including cleaning out intakes and water main break repairs $2,751.90; E-Pride Office Products, supplies $59.99; Northwest Communications, all telephone, FAXs and internet services $406.43; Bomgaars, fasteners and (1) 5,000 BTU air conditioner for use in Light Plant office $101.73; McGuire Cleaning Services, carpet cleaning in Library basement and City Hall $693.35; Mid-American Research Chemical, enzymes at Lagoon, striping paint, and Swimming Pool descaler/acid $3,205.00; Arnold Motor Supply, dump truck trailer light kit and brake cleaner $48.98; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing $219.00; West Bend Journal, regular and required semi-annual publications $686.00; Counsel Office Equipment, copier clicks and rent $201.54; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, September fees including Underground Electric Distribution workshop registration fee $1,356.14; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,555.93; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $201.06.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any regular bills approved by City staff in a timely manner.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following application for a Builder’s Permits was submitted for consideration:

Tom Warrington:  502 Fifth Street.  Replace a 5’x30’ section on the outside patio on west side of house. 

Supt. Zinnel reported a problem with this permit being submitted after the work was completed as the gas meter to the house is located where the above-mentioned work took place and the meter is scheduled to be wrapped; now that the concrete work is new, it may have to be torn up in order to complete the federally-mandated work on the meter.  Council directed municipal workers to make arrangements with Tom Warrington to complete the meter wrapping task in the less-intrusive manner possible.  Upon motions by Walker and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the single application for a Builder’s Permit was approved.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.
Supt. Zinnel reported Central Iowa Televising has been contacted to return to do additional storm sewer cleaning (as decided upon in September, 2018), but will only be able to do so as their schedule allows.

The Council briefly discussed findings from Councilman Johnson’s and employee Jonathon Garcia’s inspection of used garbage trucks and compactors offered for sale at Elliott Equipment in Grimes; no action was taken at this time and the City will continue to wait before purchasing a different unit.
The 60” Dixie Chopper mower purchased from Tom Eischen Sales Inc. four seasons ago is experiencing serious mechanical (wheel) problems and is in need of repair or replacement.  Council reviewed bids for repair and also considered a price quote for the purchase of a new, commercial unit with a five year warranty.  They listened to reviews and comments from Supt. Zinnel and part-time employee Marv Johnson who has been operating the Dixie mower all summer; both believe the City would be better off with a commercial Toro mower being offered by Tom Eischen Sales versus the hours of use and current condition of the (residential) Dixie Chopper mower.  After further discussion and comparison, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to purchase a 6000 Series 60” commercial Toro mower with a five-year warranty from Tom Eischen Sales for a final price of $9478.88.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
Council reviewed a “Request for Funding” letter from Kossuth County Economic Development Corp for the 2019 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees.  As the breakfast is held annually in Whittemore and the occasion brings 140+ people into the community the morning of the event, motion was made Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to pledge $750.00 toward the KCEDC 2019 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the annual electronic renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion for their property at 601 Broad Street.  Current licenses are set to expire on November 11, 2018.  Upon unanimous vote, motion carried and the Clerk was instructed to submit Local Authority APPROVAL of the application.

Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. has requested a short Special Meeting be held in mid-October for signature of a resolution authorizing the City of Whittemore to participate in a Natural Gas discount program.  In order to conduct this meeting in a timely manner to allow for the processing of said paperwork, Council elected to meet again on Tuesday, October 16, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  During this same session Council will meet with representatives of Farm & Home Insurance to discuss renewal of full-time municipal employee health and dental insurance policies.
The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were set for Monday, November 5, 2018 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in City Hall at 315 Fourth Street in Whittemore.  

The upcoming “October, 2018” Calendar of Events was reviewed.  Halloween “Trick ‘r Treating” will again be held in Whittemore on October 31 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Residents are urged to leave their porch lights “ON” to greet the ghosts and goblins invading our community!

There were no City Committee Reports to be heard.

Councilman Johnson spoke of citizen concerns that the street sweeper has not been out and about too much this fall; Supt. Zinnel reported a few mechanical issues have been addressed with the machine and that it is in running condition now.  Johnson also brought forward a discussion of regulators on natural gas meters.  Zinnel stated the gas meters are getting older and some of the regulators are in need of replacement, but the style of regulator we use can’t be found or isn’t available anymore.  
Councilman Schneider stated the City really needs to get going on water and sewer replacement along Sixth Street and he is afraid that once winter arrives, we are really going to be having problems with water leaks in that area.  The Council realizes the need for repairs and/or replacement; it is a matter of funding and grant awarding before any such major undertaking can be accomplished.

Supt. Zinnel spoke on the following:

· The municipal employees plan on painting the pool themselves in the spring of the year in the same manner they have been practicing in the past.  Helleseth Construction in West Bend will be contacted to make repairs to the major cracks in the cement floor; others will be addressed by municipal workers.

· With recent tornadoes and resulting damage in southern Minnesota, Legacy Power Line has been busy making related repairs and hasn’t been able to return to Whittemore to start the business alley update of electric services between Third and Sixth Streets. Council approved delaying the project until spring, 2019.
· The lots in the 100 block on the east side of Fourth Street have been measured and the east property line has been determined.  Moving forward, the farmland property owner will allow for a 15’ easement for municipal worker access to utilities in case of an emergency.  Mike Mosbach also plans on erecting a fence and planting decorative grass alongside in an effort to divert any drifting of spray during application.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the regular October 3, 2018 meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

