MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 5, 2018 – 6:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, September 5, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  Schneider.   Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Wendal and Nichole Metzger, Janice Morey and David Phillips, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

Wendal and Nichole Metzger were in attendance to discuss property measurement with the Council.  Supt. Zinnel reiterated what was discussed and the action decided upon during the August 6, 2018 regular meeting regarding the 10’ easement the City is allowed on the east side of homes located in the 100 block (east side) of Fourth Street.  These 120’ (deep) lots will be measured in the fall of the year, after the Mosbach/Peterson corn crop has been harvested, in order to determine the east property line of (all) said lots.  Visible staking of the approximate property lines will be applied, but until such a time that the work can be accomplished, all property owners and related parties are asked to have patience with the process.

Janice Morey and David Phillips, new residents to the community, were in attendance to observe the Council proceedings.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 6, 2018 regular meeting were approved as published in the August 16, 2018 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2018 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $5715.67; Electric $64193.86; Electric System Improvements Project:  $18.57; Gas $23430.68; Water $11873.82; Sewer Rental $2890.23; Solid Waste $4746.15; Payroll $28481.43; Equipment $2072.73; Special Account $322.04; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $0.89; Road Use Tax $7620.59; Customer Deposit $150.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $0.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.18; Library Regular $109.75; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.17. Total August, 2018 Receipts:  $151,631.76.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $25822.52; Electric $43409.19; Electric System Improvements Project $6983.54; Gas $22979.62; Water $7590.95; Sewer Rental $15330.74; Solid Waste $4224.13; Payroll $27924.20; Equipment $2072.73; Special Account $2225.97; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $100.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $6557.17; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total August 2018 Disbursements $165,220.76.   Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept the August, 2018 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $19841.23; Total (all) Employee Wages $17553.12; Total (all) Contract Labor $170.00; Card Services, July charges at Library $91.46; Justin Wykoff, Little League umpiring fees $75.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, July sales taxes $1171.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, July water excise tax $711.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $46.08; Guidepost, book $17.94; Baker & Taylor, books $529.52; Gale Inc., large print books $60.72; Counsel Office Supplies, Library copier/copies and update $315.15; Center Point, large print books $88.68; US Bank Equipment, copier rental $85.85; The Pioneer Woman, subscription renewal $15.00; Martha Stewart Living, subscription renewal $25.00; Iowa Library Association, conference registration fee $173.00; K-Mart, DVDs and cleaning supplies $46.73; Des Moines Register, one-year weekday subscription renewal $324.03; The Library Store, supplies $62.22; Degen Extinguisher, annual fire extinguisher inspection $30.00; DEMCO, supplies and book rack $127.38; Presto-X, monthly pest control $96.00; Northwest Communications, digital sign assistance $28.75; KCEDC, update community LOIS information $35.00; Kossuth County Environmental Health, annual Swimming Pool inspection $270.00; Kossuth County Treasurer, drainage taxes $27.37; Emmetsburg Little League, 2018 (3) team registration fees $375.00; and Lonza, booster pump at Swimming Pool $801.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $36508.78; Border States Electric, distribution inventory $2645.45; T&R Electric, three-phase pad mount $3450.00; Wentzel’s True Value, gloves $15.99; James Zinnel, mileage reimbursement $101.50; IAMU, Natural Gas workshop registration fee $450.00; Central Iowa Televising, jetting/televising/cleaning storm Drainage District Tile #40 $13043.50; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing fees $42.00; Brown Supply, water inventory materials $2091.65; Shamrock Recycling, recycling processing fees $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1198.04; Farmers State Bank, CASE loader payment $1097.49; Tom Eischen Sales, mower expenses $41.50; Bonnstetter Auto, 2003 pickup service/repairs $385.12; Emagine, website update $37.50; Leah Rieffer, refund of customer deposit and gas budget credit after final bill $377.10; Matt Escobar, refund of customer deposit $300.00; Aramark Uniform Service, August rugs, mops and uniforms $397.33; Northwest Communications, monthly communications services $325.13; City of Whittemore, utilities $4450.74; Iowa One Call, locates $18.90; E-Pride Office Supplies, City Hall office supplies $363.41; Iowa Utilities Board, FY17 dues remainder reconciliation $552.00; Bomgaars, August materials $108.86; Hawkins, water plant and pool chemicals $1507.21; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $294.13; West Bend Journal, monthly newspaper publications $300.91; Northwest Communications, remote labor $28.75; Card Services, August credit card charges including Library, Electric, Natural Gas and Water departments and miscellaneous $429.58; and MaxYield Cooperative, August fuel charges $978.27.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to approve the above-listed bills for payment, along with any other regular bills that have not been received for the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for consideration:

Pitchers (Shane Zwiefel):  409 Fourth Street.  Enclose windows above dining room area and cover with tin.


Roger Hansen:  709 Second Street.  On east side of house, install a handicap ramp for access to home.


Jean Schumacher:  120 Fourth Street.  Apply steel shingles to roof of house.


Seely-Walsh Post #425 American Legion:  601 Broad Street. Install two overhead doors and one walk-in door to enclose pavilion area on south side of American Legion Hall building.


Adolph “Ernie” Kurtz:  513 Third Street and 206 Palo Alto Street.  Replace with new, the overhead garage doors at 513 Third Street; use these old doors on garage at 206 Palo Alto Street.


Ron Nohrenberg:  703 Fourth Street.  Install a 42” high chain link fence in rear yard of property at 703 Fourth Street (area has been inspected and approved by Supt. Zinnel).


Tom & Peg Illg:  206 210 Street.  Install a new sidewalk along north and west perimeter of home.


Jared Carlson:  214 Kossuth Street.  Replace with new, the approach and driveway area and the sidewalk on the west, south and east of his property.

Discussion followed regarding a request to cut/remove a portion of the curb at 706 Third Street; Supt. Zinnel to further investigate and determine a response.  It was also noted the request to install a chain link fence at 703 Fourth Street has been inspected and found to be in compliance with the City’s building code.  There being no further questions or concerns, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed applications and that permits are issued according to work descriptions.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Zinnel gave a short report and a price quote he received regarding cost of a liner for the swimming pool.  A rough estimate in the amount of $110,000 for the Whittemore Pool was given by the company who supplied the liner used in the West Bend Swimming Pool renovation project this past summer.  Zinnel reiterated we also have a quote from Innovative Coatings & Materials, LLC in the amount of $45,000 to pressure wash, clean and paint the surface of our pool, with the two-part epoxy paint sold with a two year guarantee. Too, the municipal employees could continue to paint the pool by themselves with local help as has been accomplished in the past; cost estimate for one of the two paints needed to hand paint the pool is $5,500. Neither option, however, would solve the problem of cracks in the floor concrete that have developed through time.  This problem needs to be addressed before moving in any direction with regard to painting.  Council directed Supt. Zinnel to continue seeking means to repair the cracks and suggested contacting local contractors for their opinions and outside resources; municipal employees should also plan on doing the surface painting themselves.
Resolution No. 2018-12; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 City Street Financial Report for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Walker and Johnson and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2018-12 was declared adopted.

A short discussion of the “Employee Handbook” was held.  Revisions, updates and changes from the August 21, 2018 workshop have been incorporated into the manual, and upon final review, Resolution No. 2018-13 was introduced; a Resolution Adopting the Updated “Employee Handbook”.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to approve Resolution No. 2018-13, thereby adopting the “Employee Handbook” as presented during this portion of the meeting.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The revised Employee Handbook becomes effective September 5, 2018 with the adoption of said resolution.

As a means of finalizing the Council’s decision to change the monthly meeting start time from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., ORDINANCE NO. 197 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE II, “POLICY & ADMINISTRATION”, CHAPTER 8 “CITY COUNCIL”, SECTION 2-8-3 (1) “MEETINGS” was introduced.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 197.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster..  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 197.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 197.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 197 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication in the West Bend Journal.  

Council heard an update from Supt. Zinnel regarding the City’s active pursuit of storm sewer cameraing and cleaning.  As these two tiles have a cross-connection and work together, County Drainage District Tile No. 40 (that runs parallel to the City’s storm sewer along Kossuth Street) has been cleaned and said action has made a great difference and improvement to clearing properties of standing water along Seventh Street.  At this time the city’s tile is in need of approximately $20,000 more in cleaning and motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to spend the money at this time in order to continue in the right direction, hoping to help eliminate excessive flooding during a heavy rain event in the west portion of the community.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Clerk was asked to send the County all bills pertaining to expenses paid by the City to improve the condition of Drainage District Tile No. 40.
It has been announced that a new CDBG Owner-Occupied Housing Rehab Program will be available for Whittemore residents; application deadline is May, 2019.  A few changes have been made from previous programs, but office staff will follow the requirements of the program as managed by Steve Wendt of the North Iowa Area Council of Governments in Mason City.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to proceed with plans to participate in the 2019 CDBG Owner-Occupied Housing Rehab Program as supervised by NIACOG officials.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Resolution No. 2018-14; a Resolution Adopting Final Paperwork and Actions Regarding the City of Whittemore’s Purchase of Lots 11 and 12, Block 3, OTP of Whittemore, Kossuth County, Iowa.  The area, also known as 418-424 Broad Street, is the former Elbert Chevrolet new car parking lot, and the City is purchasing for use as a public parking area and a permanent location of the City’s five-bin recycling unit.  Total purchase price for these two lots is $7609.50 as negotiated by legal representatives of both parties.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to adopt Resolution No. 2018-14.  Vote was all AYES, motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared the Resolution duly adopted.  Municipal workers to paint lines and provide parking according to State Code; no long-term parking will be allowed.  Vehicles are directed to enter from and exit to the public alleyway at the north end of the lot only.
Due to conflics in schedules, the next regular monthly meeting of the City Council will be held on Wednesday, October 3, 2018 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street here in Whittemore. 
The Whittemore “Calendar of Events” for September, 2018 was reviewed.  The first-ever “Whittemore Rocks! Ribfest” was held throughout the downtown business area on Saturday, September 1, and was deemed a success.  Whittemore Community Betterment Club plans on hosting it again in 2019.

There were no “City Committee Reports” to be heard.
Council acknowledges and extends many thanks to Kathryn Johnson and her family for their annual $600.00 donation to the Whittemore Little League program in memory of her father, Noah Reisner, after whom “Noah’s Park” and ball diamond complex are named.  Noah was an avid fan of baseball and spent many Sunday afternoons and weekday evenings enjoying the softball and baseball games played across the street from where he made his home.  Donations such as that from the Johnson Family help keep the Whittemore Little League program one of the finest curriculums in the area!

Supt. Zinnel spoke of receiving quotes for using enzymes to reduce sludge at the sewer plant.  Council would like to stay with the company that provided the lowest bid for the product, as the City has done business with them in the past.  

Clerks Farrell and Thompson have been called by the State of Iowa to give depositions in a case regarding a sex offender that lived in Whittemore from July through October, 2017, who failed to register his whereabouts with Kossuth County.  City Hall will be closed Thursday afternoon, September 6, for such a time to conduct the hearings in Algona.
Council reviewed a report of the recent State inspection of the local ambulance service, and congratulates the rescue squad for their continued, outstanding work for the people they serve!  We are all very fortunate to have you.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 5, 2018 regular meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

