MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, July 2, 2018 – 5:30 P.M.

In the temporary absence of Mayor Daniel J. Elbert, the regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem Stuart Simonson at 5:38 p.m. on Monday, July 2, 2018 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Present were Council members Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Laurie Dahlhauser, Mark Lenz, Bruce Ostwald, Don Long, Janice Morey, David Phillips, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel

Everyone in attendance at the start of the meeting recited the “Pledge of Allegiance”.  

Local citizens Laurie Dahlhauser, Mark Lenz, Bruce Ostwald and Don Long were in attendance to state their comments pertaining to the basement flooding and recovery efforts following the eight-inch rainfall experienced in Whittemore on Wednesday, June 20, 2018.  Janice Morey, a Licensed Customer Service Representative with PMC Advantage of Algona, was with the group of citizens and she addressed the Council about the need of making (Federal) zoning changes of the community as a whole to allow for the sale of flood insurance to the locality.  The Council listened to the people’s concerns and thanked them for attending.  Office staff announced, too, that State of Iowa Individual Disaster Assistance Grant Program (IIAGP) Application forms are available at City Hall.  
There being no corrections or additions to the written word, the minutes of the June 4, 2018 regular meeting were approved as published in the June 21, 2018 edition of the West Bend Journal (due to an error on the newspaper’s part). The Clerk also gave a written report of another error committed by the Journal staff in not publishing the City’s “2017 Water Quality Report”; City staff had requested the report be put into print on June 28th and WBJ scheduled it for July 5th, which is when it appeared.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2018 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $425407.31; Electric $42185.55; Electric System Improvements Project: $13.08; Gas $27166.60; Water $9716.05; Sewer Rental $2358.96; Solid Waste $3717.12; Payroll $32930.97; Equipment $10695.26; Special Account $1832.93; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $2.17; Road Use Tax $4952.85; Customer Deposit $100.00; Debt Service $22.79; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $525.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.13; Library Regular $63646.18; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.05.  Total June 2018 Receipts:  $625273.00.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $161950.99; Electric $54338.91; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $415536.61; Water $10916.93; Sewer Rental $5287.07; Solid Waste $11128.80; Payroll $30899.66; Equipment $10695.26; Special Account $1930.76; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $9837.50; Road Use Tax $75000.00; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $8222.26; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $9300.61; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $612.50.  Total June 2018 Disbursements:  $805657.86.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to accept the June, 2018 Clerk-Treasurer Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $11288.35; Total (all) Employee Wages $18644.47; Total Contract Labor $186.75; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2118.00; Advantage Administrators, June cafeteria plan withholdings $125.00; City of Whittemore, FY2018 budget transfers $400000.00; Whittemore Public Library, FY2018 budget transfer $55000.00; City of Whittemore, FY2018 Payroll balance transfer $3691.41; Farmers State Bank, regular account deposit slips $89.61; Farmers State Bank, June Case loader loan payment $1097.49; MaxYield Cooperative, May statement $808.08; Shamrock Recycling, May recycling $108.36; Aurora Peters, lifeguard training reimbursement $160.00; Card Services, monthly charges including Swimming Pool lifeguard suits and Little League equipment expenses $1321.22; Ella Nelson, lifeguard training reimbursement $160.00; Look Up Products, Summer Reading Program at Library $350.00; Sandy Long, DVD reimbursement $24.98; Joy Metzger, reimbursement for flowers $25.13; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; Baker & Taylor, books $376.53; US Bank Equipment, monthly copy machine rent $85.85; The Library Store, laminate supplies $123.24; K-Mart, Summer Reading Program prizes and packaging tape $39.27; Guideposts, book $17.94; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, annual support $1246.19; Martha Stewart Living, subscription renewal $25.00; Country Extra, subscription renewal $29.98; Country, subscription renewal $24.98; Mother Earth News, subscription renewal $27.00; Presto-X, monthly pest control $96.00; Menards, dehumidifier at Community Center, tire gauge $204.72; NIACOG, FY19 membership dues $383.04; Iowa League of Cities, FY19 membership dues $511.00; Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office, FY19 contract for law enforcement $2000.00; Kossuth County Emergency Management, FY19 assessment (per capita) $378.00; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., FY19 (per capita) annual dues $2715.60; Iowa Parks & Recreation, J Garcia CPO course fee $240.00; Recreation Supply, pool rim gasket $28.11; Community Lumber, lime for ball diamond marking $65.94; Stuart Simonson, tree cost reimbursement $14.19; and Lonza, pool probe $264.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32072.58; Border States, Electric Department safety gear and distribution materials $4682.56; DGR Engineering, electric distribution service assistance and annual rate study analysis $3219.00; IAMU, pre-inspection review $1791.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing $168.00; City of Algona, jetting $125.00; Albion Labs, UPS (wastewater) testing postage $21.86; I&S Group, lagoon sludge judging $1250.00; Thompson Drainage, jetting $150.00; Tegra Corp., bulk salt at Water Plant $3709.86; Brown Supply, parts/inventory $353.71; Hawkins Chemicals, water plant chemicals $389.47; Shamrock Recycling, June recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, June landfill fees $1980.05; Retrofit Company, electronic removal/recycling fees $540.95; Farmers State Bank, July Case loader loan payment $1097.49; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, parts/labor Garbage truck repairs $1224.64; Tom Eischen Sales, leaf blower, weed spray and mower repair $528.35; Aramark Uniform Services, rugs, mops and uniforms $294.82; NW Communications, monthly communication services $293.71; E-Pride, office supplies, etc. $227.20; Counsel Office, Library and City Hall office supplies $160.42; Iowa One Call, locates $26.00; Supplies ‘N More, office forms $175.72; Bomgaars, June statement $167.03; City of Whittemore, municipal buildings utilities $5398.23; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $249.04.  The Clerk reported several regular monthly statements have not yet been received due to the early meeting date.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims, along with any routine bills that are received before the 10th of the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Building Permit applications were presented:


Dan Elbert:  Remove deck from south side of house at 301 Washington Street.

Marcus Miller:  Install interior perimeter drain system that would exit the house at the northeast corner of structure to Fourth Street.  All work at 516 Fourth Street.


Bill & Holly Simonson:  Add 9’ to the east side of the existing garage in the alley at 506 Third Street.  No footings necessary for this project; equipment storage only.

The Clerk was asked to contact several property owners who have made changes to buildings, etc. without the Council’s permission to do so (which is a requirement of the City’s Building Code).  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the three above-listed permits as written.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

During the June 4, 2018 regular meeting Council accepted DGR Engineer Blair Metzger’s recommendation to increase all electricity utility rates and charges by 2%.  Residential usage will effectively be charged at 13.5 cents per kWh and Small Commercial will now be charged at 12.4 cents per kWh.  Large Industrial 3.8 cents per kWh, plus demand charges (where applicable).  As a means of finalizing the Council’s decision, ORDINANCE NO. 196 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII, CHAPTER 7-1-2 “ELECTRICITY UTILITY” was introduced.

Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 196.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Walker and seconded by Johnson to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 196.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Lancaster to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 196.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Pro-Tem Simonson declared ORDINANCE NO. 196 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication and the new rate will be reflected on utility bills that will be due on or before August 20, 2018 and thereafter.  Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering anticipates that making this adjustment will satisfy the requirement of the loan notes for FY19, as well as help to generate sufficient, unrestricted reserves over time.  

Supt. Zinnel explained to the Council, an email estimate he received from Bryce Gragg, Service Manager for Fairbanks Morse Engine.  Total estimate by Fairbanks Morse to swap out the oil cooler with a reman cooler would be $40,806.00.  New plumbing would also be required before the new unit could operate.  If this expenditure is   made in an attempt to engage the 10-cylinder engine for an extended period (longer than an hour), there is still no   guarantee that the generator will work.  

Councilman Johnson reiterated that the 2015-16 electric system improvement project the City conducted, along with replacing ITC with a more reliable power source through Corn Belt Power, changes the community’s need to rely on being able to operate by emergency generation at the municipal light plant.  Councilman Schneider stated he would rather put $40,000+ toward sewer problems than to invest it in something we are not sure will work anyway.  After further discussion, no final decision was made regarding the 10-cylinder generator.  Supt. Zinnel was asked to continue updating the Council if additional information becomes available.

With concern being high regarding sewer function following the eight-inch rainfall on June 20, Council reviewed information with Supt. Zinnel as it pertains to contracted services between Central Iowa Televising and the City of Whittemore.  A field agent of the firm was in town on June 28 and a tour of the community’s sanitary and storm sewer systems was conducted.  Council gave permission to municipal employees to turn this year’s fiscal year cost performance focus toward accomplishing tile camera work, etc. along Seventh Street.
Council considered an estimate of cost for Fiscal Year 2018, Fiscal Year 2019 and Fiscal Year 2020 audit services.  Upon review of a proposal to perform an agreed upon procedures (AUP) engagement to satisfy the annual examination/audit requirements of Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for FY18, FY19 and FY20, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to adopt Resolution No. 2018-10; a Resolution to enter into Contract with T.P. Anderson & Company, P.C. of Humboldt to conduct required services to satisfy Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the City of Whittemore for the most recently completed fiscal year (2018) and for the next two years (2019 and 2020) according to the following fees and compensation schedule:  total (all-inclusive maximum fee, including all out-of-pocket expenses, shall not exceed $3,750 for year ended 6-30-18, $4,000 for the year-ended 6-30-19 and $4,250 for year ended 6-30-20.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Mayor Pro-Tem Simonson declared Resolution No. 2018-10 duly adopted. 
At 6:50 p.m. Dan Elbert arrived and duties of conducting the remainder of the meeting and powers of the office were transferred from Mayor Pro-Tem Simonson to Mayor Elbert.
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. is the date and time chosen for a “Special Meeting” when the Mayor and Council will conduct the “Annual Employee Reviews” for municipal office staff and workers.  The date, time and place for the next regular monthly meeting was set for Monday, August 6, 2018 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Please note the time adjustment for both meetings.
The July, 2018 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  Staff noted a reading of the “Declaration of Independence” will take place at the Kossuth County Freedom Rock in Whittemore beginning at 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, July 4.  Also, citizens are reminded of the upcoming “Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day” scheduled for Wednesday, July 25 from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.  By appointment only!  Please call City Hall to be added to the timesheet.

There were no City Committee reports to be heard. 
Clerk Farrell spoke of a request by a local businessman to be allowed to drop monthly water charges from his utility bill as there hasn’t been any usage in the (business) location for several years.  As the service is still available for immediate use to the business, and as the apartments upstairs are also using water through the one meter at the site, the request was denied.  The businessman/landlord is aware that it is his financial responsibility to have the location plumbed to function for multiple uses; he just has not (yet) made applicable contact with a qualified plumber to change the single-metered service.

Council reviewed the existing portion of the Whittemore Code of Ordinances that addresses “Firearms and Fireworks”, Title III Community Protection, Section 3-1-6 “Public Safety” wherein it states: 3-1-6 (page 35):  No person, firm, or corporation shall discharge or fire any cannon, gun, bomb, pistol, air gun, or other firearms or set off or burn firecrackers, torpedoes, sky rockets, roman candles, or other fireworks of like construction or any fireworks containing any explosive or inflammable compound, or other device containing any explosive.  Also (page 36) No person shall possess fireworks except as provided in Chapter 3-1-7 “Public Safety”. At this time Council sees no need to edit the existing code unless problems develop.  Thoughts of common courtesies were expressed, including the hope that any local use of firecrackers, sparklers, etc. have an ending deadline of 11:00 p.m.  If problems develop, citizens are urged to contact the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office for a lawful and immediate resolution.
The Clerk explained the office staff’s action and made available to the Mayor and Council, check information and amounts for the pay period June 7-13, 2018.  Payroll checks had to be issued while both Mayor Elbert and Mayor Pro-Tem Simonson were out of town; a designated official’s signature is required by Farmers State Bank on all “City of Whittemore” check documents.  The situation was resolved per direction by City Attorney Ryan Buske.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business, Mayor Elbert declared the Monday, July 2, 2018 regular Council meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

