MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, May 7, 2018 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 7, 2018 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Jolene Frideres, Harry Bormann, Dennis Lane, Quinn Dahlhauser, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

Jolene Frideres, candidate for County Supervisor to succeed Don Besch who is not seeking re-election, was present to introduce herself and make it known that she is available for any questions or needs we may have or face as constituents of District 1 of Kossuth County.
There were no citizens present to be heard during this portion of the meeting.

Dennis Lane and Harry Bormann, representatives of St. Michael Catholic Church, were in attendance to discuss with the Mayor and Council disposal of the Rectory and garage at 603 Third Street.  During the April 4, 2018 regular meeting the Council approved a “Demolition Permit Application” submitted by the Parish Finance Board to tear down the buildings and bury on site.  At this time, because of the nature of the Rectory in that it was constructed with solid brick (including the inside walls), Fire Training Consultants have been contacted by St. Michael’s and the Whittemore Fire Department to possibly conduct a controlled burn of the structure where it stands.  The rubble would then be carried away and the hole backfilled with dirt, thereby leaving no debris in the ground.

After further discussion and assurance that all local, County and State DNR permits would be obtained by St. Michael’s and that all regulations and other related components would be strictly adhered to by Fire Training Consultants and the Whittemore Fire Department, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve a plan to conduct a controlled burn of St. Michael’s Rectory and garage located at 603 Third Street.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Area farmer Quinn Dahlhauser was present to give an update on the possibility of constructing a grain bin operation at 211 210 Street.  Mr. Dahlhauser and Supt. Zinnel reported they have been working together to secure price quotes on a transformer, wire and other requirements in order for the City of Whittemore to provide electric service to the new bin site, which is located just west of Kossuth County’s Blacktop Service Plant northeast of Whittemore.  Zinnel stated Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering is working the numbers for “Small Commercial” usage charges, and at this point there is indication that Quinn Dahlhauser would be responsible for paying a demand charge at the site on any monthly usage exceeding 5,000 kWh no more than twice in any 12-month period; the City awaits a final determination by Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering regarding demand charges requirements.  

For everyone’s knowledge, Supt. Zinnel stated the City of Whittemore is responsible for constructing and maintaining service to the transformer, which this specific customer is required to purchase as the location of the property being outside the city limits.  Due to the high cost of purchasing said equipment, the City Council is willing to offer Quinn Dahlhauser a repayment plan to secure the transformer and wire for the project.

The Mayor and Council thanked Quinn Dahlhauser for attending tonight’s meeting and keeping them apprised of his situation; no further discussion or action was taken on the matter.

Supt. Zinnel reported representatives of Legacy Power Line Inc. were in town the first week of May and that everything has been ordered for the spacer cable and pole replacement project that was approved in April for the south business alley.  Officials with the company anticipate it will be July, August or September before their work schedule allows them to return to Whittemore.

Zinnel also stated the City is still awaiting an inspection report on the 10-cylinder generator at the Light Plant.  At this time it is believed that the heat exchanger could be the issue with the engine, but the inspector isn’t quite sure that if that item is replaced, that the generator would run for an extended period of time without overheating. No action was taken during this meeting to repair, replace or retire the 10-cylinder generator.
There being no further corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 4, 2018 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the April 14, 2018 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of April, 2018 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $60440.32; Electric $56710.68; Electric System Improvement Project $5.06; Gas $60655.80; Water $12638.54; Sewer Rental $2973.84; Solid Waste $4699.16; Payroll $17283.54; Equipment $4392.75; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $4937.50; Road Use Tax $2451.12; Customer Deposit $100.00; Debt Service $1464.90; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $155.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $1288.32; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $612.54. Total Receipts:  $230871.43.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $13755.83; Electric $35201.28; Electric System Improvement Project $none; Gas $24399.99; Water $7498.69; Sewer Rental $2771.28; Solid Waste $2990.33; Payroll $16943.17; Equipment $4392.75; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $300.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $5215.87; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements:  $113526.51.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s April, 2017 Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $19941.66; Total (all) Employee Wages $9428.65; Contract Labor (garbage route) $58.50; Card Services, charges for Little League, Swimming Pool and Library $345.92; City of Spencer, March landfill fees $903.69; MaxYield Cooperative, March fuel statement $1079.26; Advantage Administrator, April employee cafeteria contributions $100.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2517.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use taxes $469.91; US Treasury, 1st Quarter 2018 Form 941 $469.91; Joe Elbert Electric, balance of LED bulbs and fixture projects at Library $35.00; Center Point, large print books $88.68; Baker & Taylor, books $243.51; US Bank Equipment, monthly copy machine rent $85.85; Office Depot, supplies at Library $98.06; Gale/Cengage, books $60.72; Guideposts, books $35.88; The Magnolia Journal, subscription $32.10; Country Living, subscription renewal $37.42; Presto-X, pest control at Maintenance Shed $96.00; Recreation Supply, two filters at Swimming Pool $299.38; Lonza, pool chemicals $5103.56; Bomgaars, work gloves $11.99; McMahon, Stowater, Lynch, Laddusaw, Attorneys at Law, legal fees $940.00; Dearborn National, employee insurance $395.85; Spencer Menards, Shop equipment $31.99; Whittemore Fire Department, FY18 annual support payment $2500.00; Lighter’s Garage Opener, two remotes $327.00; Randy Mueller, Spring lawn clean-up at Noah’s Park $325.00; and Creative Stitches, 2018 Little League tshirts & caps $1127.50; 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $26395.22; Border States Electric, LED fixtures and wire $2042.84; IAMU, Overhead Electric Workshop registration fee $410.00; Banker’s Trust, electric project capital loan payment $105823.75; The Paradigm Alliance, 2018 Natural Gas survey program $814.00; Albion, water samples UPS postage $32.63; Quality Pump, sewer plant test/work on dialer numbers $317.50; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $383.12; Van Hof Trucking, freight for bulk salt $507.39; Iowa DNR, Water Treatment 2 Operator License fee for James Zinnel $60.00; City of Spencer, April landfill fees $904.82; Bennett Recycling, February assistance with dumpsters $382.50; Waste Zero, blue garbage bags $1468.78; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; MaxYield Cooperative, April fuel statement $1031.05; CNH Capital, loader maintenance and replacement back window $1283.22; Algona Glass Co., install replacement window $218.75; Trans Iowa, replacement parts for Street Sweeper $203.95; Algona Machine, replacement parts/repair on Street Sweeper $2513.50; Northwest Communications, dual band USB adapter $109.00; Aramark Uniform Services, April rugs, mops & uniforms $294.82; City of Whittemore, utilities $3068.67; E-Pride Office Supplies, office supplies at City Hall $18.99; Randy Mueller, April snow removal services $175.00; Barco Products, shovels and tire chains $745.00; Mangold Environment Testing, water and wastewater testing $69.00; Iowa Finance Authority, Water Plant loan payment $34282.50; Supplies N’More, office supplies $103.02; West Bend Journal, monthly and semi-annual publications $488.21; Farm & Home Services, Business Insurance Package including Cyber Insurance policy $67,492.00; Card Services, April statement for supplies, safety equipment, electric distribution workshop and water treatment exam fee for total of $443.57; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses totaling $383.94.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any other regular bills received throughout the month.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Council reviewed the following applications for Builder’s Permits:


Leland Metzger:  Apply new siding to home; install new garage door; install new entry doors, install decorative pavers as sidewalks on property sloping away from house; pour new concrete driveway to street; and apply pavers around deck area.  All work at 706 Third Street.

Charles Schultz:  Wheelchair ramp into house at 614 Seventh Street.


Brent & Tascha Wykoff:  Replace soffits and gutters on house at 111 Fourth Street.


Kent Elbert:  Remove old and apply new shingles to roof of house at 617 Broad Street.


Ben Eischen:  Apply new siding and soffit on house; enlarge deck on east side of home to be 16x20 and reduce size of deck on south side of home to be approximately 10x12.  All work to be accomplished at 200 Fourth Street.

Upon motions by Schneider and Walker and by unanimous vote of the Council, the applications for Builder’s Permits were approved as submitted.

The following individuals have submitted applications for employment with the City of Whittemore:


Name/Address



Position


Ashlyn Banwart. West Bend

New Lifeguard


Jordan Hansen, Whittemore

Returning Lifeguard


Noah W. Bronk, Algona


New Lifeguard


Colby Graves, Whittemore

Returning Lifeguard

The Clerk was instructed to pass these names along to the 2018 Co-Managers as an update of their information.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

A “Street Closing Permit Application” by Ron and Kimberly Kollasch, DBA 400 Rustic Station was presented.  The business is planning to host the second annual “Memorial Day Street Dance” on Sunday, May 27 from 8:00 to 12:00 midnight in the 400 block of Sixth Street on the east side of the American Legion building.  They request the street be closed to traffic in order to allow this event to happen.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the application as submitted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The Clerk reported having met with Bob Wagner of Humboldt Blacktop Service on May 1; their workers are ready to begin resurfacing or repairing streets in Whittemore when given directive on where to proceed.  The Council was reminded there is $100,000 set aside in the FY18 budget for such work.  Councilman Simonson volunteered to survey the community to prioritize a work schedule to be submitted to Mr. Wagner; the city’s plan is to continue with repairs in the parking area of the streets where they are wearing away and making patch repairs to areas affected by utility repairs.
Upon review and discussion of two bids submitted for the possible purchase of a radar speed sign for use within the community, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster that the City buys a solar powered speed indicating sign from TrafficLogix in the amount of $2919.00.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  It is the Council’s plan to mount the sign on a trailer the city already owns, thereby making it portable and usable throughout town.  The Clerk also announced the City of Whittemore received a $612.50 grant from the Don J. Whittemore Endowment Fund to be applied toward the acquisition of such a unit.
Consideration was then given to scheduling a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day.  A representative of Northern Plains Regional Landfill at Spencer has contacted Whittemore City Hall about hosting such an event and during the discussion with the rep, it was noted there would be NO CHARGES assessed to citizens of the area, nor to the City of Whittemore.  Commercial businesses, however, would be required to make an appointment for the day, and they would be charged for their contribution to the event, payable upfront to the City of Spencer.
The Mayor and Council feel the citizens of the area would benefit from such an event and therefore made the following arrangements:  
Whittemore Hazardous Waste Collection Day

Wednesday, July 25, 2018

4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Indoors at the City Hall truck/storage bays

315 Fourth Street, Whittemore

Information signage regarding what can be turned in during the collection will be distributed prior to the appointed date and time.  Immediate questions can be directed to Whittemore City Hall at 884-2265.

Upon motions by Simonson and Johnson and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual (electronic) renewal application for a Class “C” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved.  Current license at this premise expires on Sunday, July 10, 2018.

Clerk Farrell announced there is need to amend the current 2018 Fiscal Year budget; notice will be published in a timely manner announcing the Council’s intent to amend and a Public Hearing for such action will be held to coincide with the next regular meeting.
The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were announced.  It will be held on Monday, June 4, 2018 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  This meeting will also serve as the Public Hearing for the 2017-18 Fiscal Year Budget Amendment.

Upcoming community events were reviewed.  “Whittemore Fun Days” will again be held on Memorial Day weekend with carnival rides and concessions by a new company, Ozark Amusements, of Missouri. The “World Famous Legion Burgers” will be served both Monday and Tuesday evenings and there will again only be one night of BINGO this year, that being held on Monday, May 28 beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Little League is the name of the game in June, and everyone is invited to patronize “Rose’s Concession Stand” any night a local team is playing a “Home” game!
There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.
Supt. Zinnel was instructed to purchase a user-friendly safety harness for municipal employee Jonathan Garcia; it was also approved that fire resistant rain suits be ordered for working in unfavorable weather conditions.  Zinnel reported the annual electric inspection will take place sometime in May and the Superintendent’s request for review inspection prep assistance from IAMU was approved.

Updating the existing Employee Handbook was discussed, along with the possibility of offering comp time versus vacation hours.  A noon or evening Council/Employee Workshop is being considered; no action was taken at this time.

The City is still waiting for a crew from ISG Engineering to arrive in Whittemore to conduct (sewer) lagoon sludge evaluation services.

A “Contractual Agreement” has been established between Anthony Schmitt of AJ’s Service LLC. and the City with regard to immediate and all future tree removal and/or stump grinding performance within the city limits.
Marv Johnson has volunteered to be a part-time employee for the City to mow municipal properties, spray weeds, and perform general grounds keeping duties this summer.  Council set a wage of $9.00 per hour for said temporary, seasonal help.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed; special attention was given to the upcoming “Meet With a Purpose” gathering on Tuesday, May 8, to be held at the Whittemore Fire Station.  Council examined the results of the first “Meet With a Purpose” conference that was held on March 7, and were impressed by the suggestions and focus of the 60+ local “20 to 40 something”” citizens of the Whittemore area who were in attendance.  The findings were separated into four categories:  1: Events/Recreation/Swimming Pool  2: New Business/Main Street  3:  Housing/Child Care  4:  Infrastructure.

Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION as stated on the agenda.  General discussion between Council members only was held to introduce the idea of procuring the vacant property at 424 Broad Street.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to proceed with intent to purchase the property.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. City Hall staff to contact the City Attorney and legal counsel for the seller to negotiate all details in the acquisition process.  Once the paved lot is purchased by the City of Whittemore, it will be turned into a Municipal Parking lot and it will also become the new, permanent location for the City’s five-bin recycling trailer.  
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the May 7, 2018 regular meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

