MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 4, 2017 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, December 4, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Rod Johnson, Karla Walker, and Becky Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance included Tony Grandgenett, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the Public Comments portion of this meeting.

Tony Grandgenett represented the St. Michael’s Parish 5K Run/Walk Committee in a request to consider a Street Closing Permit Application for the fourth annual event to be held on Saturday, May 26, 2018.  With the route being presented the same as that used in 2017, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve the request and application.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the November 6, 2017 regular Council meeting, as published in the November 16, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal, were approved as submitted.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2017 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $15360.96; Electric $55635.14; Electric System Improvement Project $5.40; Gas $70722.76; Water $12527.60; Sewer Rental $3254.30; Solid Waste $4657.78; Payroll $19029.68; Equipment $4254.44; Special Account $57.32;  Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $5821.43; Customer Deposit $150.00; Debt Service $337.51; Special Assessment $0.00; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $1334.42; Community Enhancement $0.00; and Little League Savings $0.04.  Total Receipts and Transfers for the month: $193153.82.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $14475.90; Electric $77640.22; Electric System Improvement Project $none; Gas $28656.73; Water $15294.50; Sewer Rental $5164.26; Solid Waste $4251.76; Payroll $18356.58; Equipment $4254.44; Special Account $57.38; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $510.00; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $7374.91; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements and Transfers for the month: $176036.68.  After a complete review, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to accept the November, 2017 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following bills were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation, service charges and natural gas purchased $24060.40; Total Employee Wages $10395.83; Iowa Finance Authority, Water Plant loan (interest) payments $5385.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1949.00; Guidepost, book $17.94; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; Gale/Cengage, large print books $915.63; Counsel, Library copies $37.36; US Bank, monthly copy machine rent $85.85; MicroMarketing, audio books $69.98; Our Iowa, 2-year subscription $34.98; Taste of Home, 2-year subscription $26.98; Annie’s, book $19.94; Northwest Communications, security camera hardware $157.50; DEMCO, laminating and program supplies $87.49; Sandy Long, expense reimbursements $301.67; Presto-X, pest control $91.93; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $31360.88; Kriz-Davis Supplies, electric distribution $2579.34; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Efficiency Report and station inspection/repair $1979.41; and Canadian Pacific Railway, 2018 rent $30.00.  
Also, Sensit Technologies, calibrate tester/sniffer $288.65; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing $84.00; AI Processors, water samples postage $30.90; Hawkins, chemicals $89.75; NIACC, (Water) continuing ed $60.00; Bryan Meyer, mileage reimbursement $105.35; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $874.92; Menard’s, insulated gloves $39.96; Farmers State Bank, Case loader loan payment $1097.49; MaxYield, November statement $1087.09; Tascha Wykoff, three months cleaning (final) at Community Center $450.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1945.00; Buscher Bros. Corp., cement saw repairs $221.15; Card Services, November charges  for helmets and meeting expenses $299.86; Aramark Uniform Services, November rugs, mops and uniforms $483.78; Northwest Communications, (all) communication fees $279.90; City of Whittemore, monthly utilities $2943.56; L&G Inc., November statement $1451.94; E-Pride Office, supplies $114.45; CJ Cooper, pre-employment testing fee and annual administrative fees $90.00; Hogan-Hansen, P.C., professional services for FY17 audit $6,000.00; Bomgaars, November statement $530.31; City of Whittemore, November petty cash expenses $240.78.  Supt. Meyer answered questions regarding several statements.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Four applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted:

Josh Kramer:  Make a 10x16 addition to the south side of garage at 626 Seventh Street.


Ben Eischen:  Replace all windows in the house t 200 Fourth Street.


Greg Elbert:  Replace overhead garage door at 510 Kossuth Street.


Perry Radig:  Remove old and replace with new, one overhead garage door at 602 Kossuth Street.
Upon motions by Lancaster and Walker, and by unanimous vote of the Council, all four applications were approved as presented.
The delinquent account were reviewed and disconnect of water services (only) was ordered.

The rental agreement between Tim Allen of rural Whittemore and the City of Whittemore for hay ground located near the burn pile at the east end of Prairie Street was considered.  Upon review of 2017 Iowa State University cash rent information, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to continue the rental agreement with Tim Allen at the rate of $52.00 per acre for a three year period (January 1, 2018 thru December 31, 2020).  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  Council feels the area’s dry ground conditions justify the lower cash rent rate.

No action was taken on the agenda item to consider appointing a new Whittemore representative to the Kossuth County EMA-E911 Board to replace Brian Goodman, who will be exiting his position in March, 2018.  Several local individuals were considered for the seat and City staff was asked to write to two of them asking them to consider the appointment.  The item to continue to be on meeting agendas until filled.
Mayor Elbert gave a brief summary of a US Highway 18 Corridor Project meeting he attended in November.  He reported the Iowa Department of Transportation would like to make Highway 18 from Garner, Iowa west to Spencer, Iowa and beyond, a “Super Two” roadway.  This is a long-range project and there are no immediate plans to start any work at this time.  He also stated the DOT plans do not include turning the highway into four lanes.
Upon motions by Johnson and Walker and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion, State of Iowa, Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 20, 2018 for the 18th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club.

Council then considered the 2018 Rental Rates at the Whittemore Community Center.  Following a brief discussion, and noting that no other in-town rental facilities have plans to increase their rates in 2018, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Schneider, to keep the rates the same as those charged in 2015, 2016 and 2017; the rental fees at the Whittemore Community Center for calendar year 2018 are as follows: 

Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $100.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

Winter Rate (November 1 – April 1):  $250.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Summer Rate (April 2 – October 31):  $200.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  $30.00 minimum rental plus $3.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $35.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November through March):  $15.00 per person, per season

Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

The December “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  The 17th Annual “It’s A Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street” was held December 1, and the event was deemed a success.  Santa is scheduled to visit Whittemore one last time on Saturday, December 23, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the American Legion Hall.  The Merchant’s Drawing will follow Santa’s visit that same date and place, beginning at 11:00 a.m.  The public is invited to attend both events!
Due to the New Year’s Holiday falling on the first Monday, the next regular meeting of the Whittemore City Council is scheduled to be held on Wednesday, January 3, 2018 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no Council Committee reports to be heard.

Mayor Elbert announced the former Elbert Chevrolet Inc. building at 502 Broad Street has been sold.  As the action has just recently transpired, he is not sure of all the details but believes it will be a service center for ethanol plants in northern Iowa.

Councilperson Walker brought forward a concern she received from an elderly citizen regarding the “Welcome to Whittemore” sign at the intersection of Fifth and 210 Street/McGregor Road.  As the sign is permanently set in this location, no action will be taken with regard to the request to move the sign to a location where it will be more visible.  

Supt. Meyer reported on the following:

· City staff will be putting together figures for grant request funding of replacing the old furnaces at the Community Center.  

· Quotes for a Ziegler CAT generator at the Light Plant to assist with “emergency use only” generation are being put together and range in price from $215,000 to $250,000.  These figures do not include the cost of setting up switchgear or installation.  Council asked municipal workers to gather more information and solid price quotes for several different scenarios associated with generation and the Light Plant for consideration at a future meeting.  
Zinnel reported that the Hubbell representative plans on being in Whittemore in the near future to investigate problems we are experiencing with the new LED lights at the Community Center.

Clerk Farrell spoke of a dog bite incident that occurred on December 3, 2017; the situation is being handled by the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Department and it is planned that the animal will be removed from its residence at 610 Fourth Street in the near future.

A former part-time employee has appealed the Iowa Workforce Development’s decision to decline his application for unemployment benefits.  The City has responded to the “Acknowledgement of Appeal” and staff is in the process of waiting to hear what the next step will be by the Employment Appeal Board of the Iowa Department of Inspections & Appeals.

A copy of the Fiscal Year 2017 examination review by Hogan-Hansen, P.C. is available at City Hall.

There followed a discussion regarding speeding traffic on south Fourth Street as it enters and exits the community.  Posting signage regarding “Children at Play” along with the 25 mph speed limit have both failed to slow all types of vehicles.  As complaints from residents living in the area continue to be received, the Clerk was asked to prepare an Ordinance for action to be taken at the January 3, 2018 regular meeting that will declare a required four-way STOP be enacted at the intersection of Fourth Street, Clay Street and Washington Street.  
The Clerks announced “GovPayNet” is up and running and anyone, anywhere, at any time can pay their Whittemore Municipal Utilities bill with a debit or credit card.  This is a link on the City’s website, and the information has also been posted on the “Whittemore Rocks!” Facebook page.

The tree stump grinding situation at 513 Second Street has been handled twice by the City of Whittemore; Council further considered the problem and decided any further dirt or grinding work will now be at the expense and responsibility of the property owner.

Following a brief discussion, the Mayor and Council awarded all municipal employees and City Hall office and Library staff members an annual Christmas bonus; the Library employees amounts are pre-determined by their Board of Directors. 
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed and notice was given that the K/PACEDC-sponsored “Quarterly City Clerk’s Luncheon” will again be held in Whittemore on Friday, December 8, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at St. Michael’s Parish Center.  City Hall will be closed for the duration of the Kossuth and Palo Alto County municipal clerks gathering.

There being no further business the come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the December 4, 2017 regular meeting adjourned at approximately 6:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

