MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, November 6, 2017 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, November 6, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Walker and Lancaster.   Members absent:  Schneider and Johnson.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Brian Goodman, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer. 

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Whittemore’s representative on the Kossuth County E-911 Board, Brian Goodman, was present to announce to the Council that he plans on resigning from the group after the budgeting process is complete in March, 2018.  He is currently the Chairman and has served on this important commission for the past eight years.  The Council will now have to search for a replacement that is willing to volunteer their time and service to this county board. 

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the October 2, 2017 Regular Council meeting and the minutes of the October 3, 2017 Special meeting were approved as published in the October 12, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of October, 2017 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $63334.62; Electric $55965.24; Electric System Improvement Project $4.89; Gas $55303.69; Water $13646.98; Sewer Rental $3201.51; Solid Waste $4633.26; Payroll $17098.21; Equipment $6282.67; Special Account $57.32;  Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $4332.21; Customer Deposit $0.00; Debt Service $1354.10; Special Assessment $0.00; Library Improvement Savings $3000.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $8557.83; Community Enhancement $0.00; and Little League Savings $0.04.  Total Receipts and Transfers for the month: $236777.61.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $22251.95; Electric $37985.64; Electric System Improvement Project $none; Gas $24510.03; Water $4610.38; Sewer Rental $2793.15; Solid Waste $3378.03; Payroll $16942.85; Equipment $6282.67; Special Account $106.82; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $5357.01; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements and Transfers for the month: $124218.53.  
Supts. Meyer and Zinnel reported that in an attempt to operate the generator without it overheating, the heat exchangers on the 10-cylinder engine were all cleaned but the injectors are still in need of inspection.  This could cost an estimated $50,000.  Questions are now being raised as to where the City should draw the line on putting money into the old engine.  The municipal employees were asked to investigate the cost of buying a rebuilt CAT engine to replace the existing 10-cylinder unit.  Current balance of $307,959.11 in the Electric System Improvements Project could be used toward the purchase of such a generator replacement engine.  
Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve the October, 2017 Clerk-Treasurer Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas service charges, monthly fee and commodity purchases $20004.26; Total (all) Employee Wages $9617.71; Total (all) Contract Labor $72.00; Schmitt Hardware, September statement $68.58; MaxYield Co-Operative, September statement $406.26; GCC Ready Mix, concrete replacement $330.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2266.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, Third Quarter 2017 use taxes $218.00; Advantage Administrators, October cafeteria plan withholdings $218.00; Joe Elbert Electric, LED bulbs and auto-timer for entry $158.40; Bugs N’Stuff, pest control at Library $160.00; Guideposts, book $17.94; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; Cengage Learning, large print books $233.18; Baker & Taylor, books $630.29; Baker & Taylor DVD, DVDs $21.70; Counsel Office, copies $10.84; US Bank Equipment, copier leasing $85.85; Ice Cube Press, book $17.99; MicroMarketing, audio books $114.43; K-Mart, DVDs, office supplies and miscellaneous $129.82; Sandy Long, Library expense reimbursement $266.10; Best Buy Credit Services, two I-pads and cases (Don J Whittemore Endowment grant funds) $835.92; E-Pride Office Products, office supplies $88.72; Presto-X, maintenance shed pest control $91.93; Farm & Home Service, 2018 Treasurer’s Bond $100.00; Bomgaars, monthly charges $86.08; Berninghaus Masonry, re-tuck north side of City Hall building and wall repairs at Swimming Pool $2213.38; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $31093.60; Bankers Trust, interest on Electric Revenue Capital Loan Note $40823.75; Kriz-Davis, electric distribution materials $243.43; and DGR Engineering, electric services thru 9-30-17 $94.00.

Also, Elbert Bros Well Drilling Inc., digging for gas leak $235.00; Utility Sales & Service Inc., gas distribution parts $52.83; Koon’s Gas Measurement, extra battery pack $82.50; Mangold Environmental Testing, routine water testing $113.00; Vessco Inc., calibration chamber at Water Plant $232.02; A I Processors, postage $10.30; Tegra Corporation, bulk salt at Water Plant $3845.38; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., salt hauling $508.14; Iowa DNR, Annual Water Use Fee $134.00; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $578.72; Shamrock Recycling, September recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, October landfill fees $1179.30; Farmers State Bank, CASE loader loan payment $1097.49; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, dump truck repairs $699.94; Buscher Bros Corporation, dump truck and street sweeper repair parts $118.53; Universal Truck Equipment Inc., dump truck (snow plow) repair parts $474.25; Algona Machine & Supply Inc., street sweeper repair $120.00; JB Mertz & Son, coupler $29.39; Aramark Uniform Service, October rugs, mops and uniforms $551.09; Northwest Communications, all services $264.40; Creative Stitches, employee t-shirts $67.50; Bryan Meyer, mileage reimbursement $198.80; Data Technologies, 2018 (utility program) license and support fees $2420.17; West Bend Journal, October publications (including semi-annual notices) $544.11; Card Services, Library expenses and part for snow plow $940.36; Community Lumber Supply, October statement $178.69; Mid-American Research Chemical, Sewer Plant chemical and brake/parts cleaner $2254.00; Arnold Motor Supply, equipment repair parts & materials $54.63; Schmitt Hardware, October statement $187.10; MaxYield Cooperative, October statement $879.99; City of Whittemore, utilities $2447.38; and City of Whittemore, October petty cash expenses $364.23.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES: motion carried.
Two applications for Builder’s Permits were presented:  

Pete DeBoom:  Re-tuck front of building at 407 Broad Street.


Bev Walker:  Enclose upstairs window on north side of house at 501 Third Street.

Upon motions by Walker and Simonson and by unanimous vote of members present, Council approved the Builder’s Permit applications as presented.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Council gave consideration to the opinions of full-time employees who are offered health and dental insurance by the City of Whittemore with regard to an opportunity to switch from Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield to a plan offered by Unity Healthcare.  Major concerns were issued regarding current family physicians or specialists who would be considered outside the provider network in the UHC network.  After further review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to renew with Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield for employee health and dental insurance, selecting the CompleteBlue 2250 plan for the eligible employees.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Council then reviewed the most recent “Forward Priced” natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  

ORDINANCE NO. 195 – AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A “WHITTEMORE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PLAN” AS DESIGNED BY THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) FOR THE CITY OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA was introduced.  Adoption of this ordinance was discussed and agreed upon during the October 2, 2017 regular meeting.  According to Jason Conn of the Iowa DNR a floodplain has been established thru the creation of the map that is on file at City Hall.  If this Ordinance, which coincides with the floodplain map, is not adopted by March 2018, any future disaster declarations the City and/or County might make for our community would be denied FEMA monetary relief or reimbursement due to the lack of the ordinance’s passage.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 195.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider and Johnson.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 195.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 195.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider and Johnson.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 195 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication in the West Bend Journal. 

Resolution No. 2017-19; a Resolution Adopting an Application Form of Intent for Flood Insurance by Cities Using Home Rule for the City of Whittemore, Iowa was presented.  This resolution is also part of the Whittemore Floodplain Management Plan.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2017-19.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

 Resolution No. 2017-20 was introduced; a Resolution Approving an Application for Tax Abatement under the City of Whittemore’s Urban Revitalization Plan.  Ron and Kimberly Kollasch of “400 Rustic Station” submitted their “Urban Revitalization Plan” tax abatement application to the City of Whittemore for commercial improvements (interior and exterior) made to their business at 400 Broad Street. Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve Resolution No. 2017-20; a Resolution Approving an Application for Tax Abatement under the City of Whittemore’s Urban Revitalization Plan.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  City staff was directed to forward the application on to the Kossuth County Assessor for further processing.
Council then set Monday, December 4, 2017 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for the next regular meeting.

The November 2017 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.  It was noted the 17th annual “It’s a Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street” will be held throughout beautiful downtown Whittemore on Friday, December 1 from 4:00 – 6:30 p.m.  Santa will also be making a visit to the community at approximately 5:45 that same evening.
There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Council set December 31, 2017 as the target date for new municipal employee Jonathan Garcia to obtain his CDL. 

The Clerk was asked to make contact with Amanda Olszewski, the area’s representative from Mercy AirMed, regarding the discounted air ambulance insurance plan that is available to individuals having a Whittemore zip code mailing address, to plan a presentation date for her to make contact with the public regarding this issue.  The Clerk was also asked to remind the commercial business at 404 Broad Street to have his dumpster from Bennett Sanitation emptied in a timely manner.
Supt. Meyer spoke of the need to acquire a small dump truck to assist with snow removal efforts around town now that there are three full-time employees.  He was asked to obtain a cost estimate for such a piece of equipment.  He also noted in mid-November he will be attending continuing education classes to satisfy requirements of his water license.
The Clerks announced City Hall will be closed on Friday, November 10, in observance of the Veteran’s Day holiday.  Also, office training and set-up are scheduled for November 7 to begin use of the GovPay on-line system for swipe payments of municipal utility bills.  There will also be a link to this service available on the City’s website in the very near future.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.  Local office staff will host the K/PACEDC-sponsored “Quarterly City Clerk’s Luncheon” in Whittemore on Friday, December 8, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at St. Michael’s Parish Center.

The Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION at this time and as noted on the meeting agenda.  Upon the City Clerk and Deputy City Clerk’s request, they met with the Mayor and Council to discuss long-range plans for said positions with the City of Whittemore.  After further discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to extend from twenty (20) to thirty (30), the “allowable hours per week” for Deputy City Clerk Andrea Thompson’s position with the City to accommodate the June 30, 2020 retirement plans of City Clerk Linda K. Farrell.  Also, duties for cleaning at the Whittemore Community Center, effective January 1, 2018, become the responsibility of the Deputy City Clerk position. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the November 6, 2017 meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

