MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 6, 2017 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, September 6, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Johnson (arriving at 5:36 p.m.).  Absent:  Lancaster.   Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included TJ Wells, Grant Waldschmidt, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.
There were no citizens present to be heard during “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Mayor Elbert opened the 5:30 p.m. PUBLIC HEARING for a proposal to update the Whittemore City Code of Ordinances, as published per notice in the August 24, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal.  Grant Waldschmidt of 311 Broad Street was in attendance to be heard regarding his request to change Section 3-3-57 (1) of the newly-proposed Code.   Waldschmidt would like to see the “Definitions” for an All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV), which currently reads as a “motor vehicle designed to travel on three or more wheels” changed from three to “two or more wheels” as he uses a two-wheel dirt bike to travel within the city limits of Whittemore.  Council took the request into consideration and thanked Mr. Waldschmidt for attending the Public Hearing.
TJ Wells of ISG Engineering, Algona office, was present to review the Central Iowa Televising inspection reports for the City of Whittemore 7/18/17 Sanitary Sewer project.  He explained that the sanitary sewer tile that runs from the intersection of Broad and Second Street through Zimmerman’s pasture out to the sewer plant is now running at full capacity after a large amount of sludge was cleaned out during the camera-ing and cleaning portion of the work.  He also reported the pipe is in good condition, although there are a few areas where there is no longer any grout between the 12” pipes, thereby allowing for infiltration.  
Mr. Wells displayed materials that can be used to line the 12” main, and provided an estimate to line the entire outflow line from Second and Broad Streets to the lift station. Total estimated cost for the lining project was $186,000.00.  Although the lining is not required, it would be recommended to potentially help reduce high flows being a problem at the sewer plant.   No action was taken regarding the concept of lining the Second & Broad Street to Sewer Plant line. 

Also discussed with TJ Wells was a “Sump Inspection Program”, which can be composed by ISG engineers.  Municipal employees can conduct the work, or it can be hired out to contractors who do such projects.  Council requested ISG put together a “Sump Inspection Program” presentation for the City’s future consideration.

Mayor and Council reviewed a hand-written letter and a picture from Warren Householder concerning the water that stands in the street and over his sidewalk at 605 Fifth Street in Whittemore.  James Zinnel reported the storm drains on Fifth Street between Clay and Palo Alto was jetted about a year ago, but feels the large population of trees along the street does not help the situation.  Council instructed municipal workers to jet the intersection again in order to assist in having the water released from the area.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the August 2, 2017 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the August 17, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal.  

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2017 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $1124.62; Electric $62979.06; Electric System Improvements Project:  $5.23; Gas $23424.21; Water $12169.63; Sewer Rental $3066.15; Solid Waste $4661.82; Payroll $21830.93; Equipment $2666.76; Special Account $106.80; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $200.00; Road Use Tax $6748.46; Customer Deposit $650.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $55.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $417.50; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $200.04. Total August, 2017 Receipts:  $140311.25.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $33363.28; Electric $42445.34; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $21420.78; Water $11334.36; Sewer Rental $17303.70; Solid Waste $3481.00; Payroll $21144.88; Equipment $2666.76; Special Account $106.80; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $75,000.00; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $5959.31; Community Enhancement $58.76; and Little League Savings $100.00.  Total August 2017 Disbursements $234384.97.   A corrected July, 2017 Financial Report was also reviewed; bottom-line figures remain the same as previously submitted.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept the August, 2017 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:
Clayton Energy Corp., reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $17922.98; Total (all) Employee Wages $13006.74; Total (all) Contract Labor $58.50; Central Iowa Televising, camera work and inspection of sanitary sewer line Second & Broad thru pasture to Lagoon $14658.75; West Bend Journal, July publications $359.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, July sales taxes $1823.00; Advantage Administrators, August cafeteria withholding $253.88; Farmers State Bank, (July) CASE loader loan payment $1097.49; Algona Municipal Utilities, distribution materials $864.61; Algona Publishing Co., municipal worker advertising $154.20; Annie’s Castleton Manor, book $19.94; Aramark Uniforms, August statement $338.10; Arnold Motor Supply, equipment R&M materials $239.99; Baker & Taylor, books $454.60; Baker & Taylor Entertainment, DVDs $146.65; Bomgaars, August statement $79.40; Bonnstetter Auto Body, vehicle service jobs/door repair $269.61; Brown Supply Co., sewer manhole grate/frame $671.00; Card Services, August charges at Library, Electric and CASE loader attachment for a total of $894.42; Center Point Large Print, books $88.68; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1107.91; City of Whittemore, utilities $3976.91; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $357.15; and Counsel Office, copies at Library $10.02.

Dan Patten Roofing, inspection and tin replacement on roof at City Hall $288.20; Degen Extinguisher, annual inspection at Library $30.00; DEMCO, laminating supplies $242.31; DGR Engineering, TASK final $158.00; E-Pride Office, battery back-up and other office supplies $310.96; Farmers State Bank, (August) CASE loader loan payment $1097.49; Gale/Cengage Learning, large-print books $72.32; Guideposts, book $19.94; Hawkins Inc., pool and water plant chemicals $841.11; Helleseth Construction, curb/gutter work at Second & Broad Street $3247.50; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, quarterly safety meeting dues $340.44; Iowa Library Association, meeting registration $216.00; KLGA, municipal worker advertising $61.20; K-Mart, cleaning supplies at Community Center $26.14; Koons Gas Measurement, meter $80.97; KCEDC, LOIS update $35.00; Kossuth County Treasurer, drainage assessment $24.01; Kriz-Davis Co., LED lights $551.05; L&G Inc., August statement $515.13; Lichter’s Garage Opener Service, maintenance shed door repair $124.00; Linda K. Farrell, reimbursement for pool supplies purchased $190.78; Mangold Environmental Testing, water testing $42.00; MidAmerica Books, books $105.70; NAPA Auto Parts, garbage truck repair parts $22.28; Northwest Communications, August communication bills $210.33; and Presto-X, maintenance shed pest control $91.93.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $39647.78; Schmitt Hardware Inc., August statement $43.25; Shamrock Recycling, August recyclables processing fee $108.36; Supplies N’More, blank meter cards $328.36; The Book Farm, children’s books $246.23; The Des Moines Register, annual daily newspaper subscription at Library $324.03; Thompson Drainage, sewer jetting $214.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, August sales taxes $1935.00; US Bank Equipment, copy machine rent at Library $85.85; Wentzel’s True Value, tool box $19.99; West Bend Journal, August publications $366.86; Northwest Communications, ZIX email service at City Hall $460.00; Northwest Communications, DVR for security cameras $327.14; Community Lumber Supply, street marking/painting supplies $17.96; Emmetsburg Reporter-Democrat, municipal worker advertising $211.50; and MaxYield Cooperative, August statement $657.90.
Council and municipal employees discussed the Helleseth Construction bill and noted the work is a great improvement to the area and that it has changed the flow of storm water by correcting the improper piping that was previously in place at the corner of Second and Broad Street.  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the above-listed claims for payment, along with any other regular monthly bills that might be received after the meeting date.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Building Permit Applications were reviewed:


Dave Koppen:  Remove and replace two windows in the house at 514 Kossuth Street.


Ted Greinert:  Build wheelchair accessible ramp to front of the house; remove and replace concrete in drive way and sidewalk.  All work to be accomplished at 117 Fourth Street.


Larry Besch:  Pour a 16’x25’ concrete patio on east side of house at 617 Fifth Street.


Roxie Page:  Replace concrete driveway at 88 Palo Alto Street; also, new sidewalk between 88 Palo Alto and 92 Palo Alto Street properties.


Rick Chada:  Replace sidewalk between 92 Palo Alto and 88 Palo Alto Street properties.

Councilman Johnson brought forward a discussion regarding possible implementation of a cost-sharing plan to save existing trees (planted in the City parking) from the Emerald Ash Borer. Further consideration to take place during the October meeting; no other action was taken on the matter at this time.  Councilman Simonson encouraged residents to save trees whenever possible; curvy new sidewalks around mature trees are very acceptable.  If one or more trees must be removed, one or two new trees should be planted to replace the downed ones.
Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept the Building Permit applications as submitted.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed:

At 6:40 p.m. Mayor Elbert declared the PUBLIC HEARING for the proposed update of the Whittemore City Code of Ordinances to be closed.  Upon consideration of the request by Grant Waldschmidt and the neutral opinion of county law enforcement, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Simonson to change the verbiage of the proposed City Code of Ordinances to state that “Off-Road Vehicles” – 3-3-57 “Definitions” (1) shall henceforth be recorded as:  “All-terrain vehicle” (ATV) means a motor vehicle designed to travel on two or more wheels and designed primarily for off-road recreational use.  ‘All-terrain vehicle’ includes off-road utility vehicles as defined in Section 3211.1, but does not include farm tractors or equipment, construction equipment, forestry vehicles, or lawn and grounds maintenance vehicles.”  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.
As a means of finalizing the Council’s decision, ORDINANCE NO. 194 - AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE WHITTEMORE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES 2017 was introduced.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 194.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Johnson and seconded by Walker to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 194.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 194.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 194 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication in the West Bend Journal.  

A review of the terms of the City of Whittemore CDBG Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program “Administrative Plan” regarding a 2012 five-year Housing Loan for property at 609 Broad Street in Whittemore was held.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to deny forgiveness of the loan; the balance due to the City of Whittemore upon sale of the property.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  ABSTAIN:  Simonson.  Motion carried.

The forward priced natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore were noted for the record.  Prices are very similar to those paid for the past year’s heating season.  Clayton Energy also reports they are looking at long-range (five years or more) prices for purchase of natural gas as the market trends are currently at the $3.30 per MCF level.

Resolution No. 2017-17; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 City Street Financial Report for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Johnson and Walker and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2017-17 was declared adopted
The Council started, and will continue over the next several months, a review of the “City of Whittemore Employee Handbook”, which was first adopted in 2003. 

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were set for Monday, October 2, 2017 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers of City Hall.

The September, 2017 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was examined.  The Clerk noted that a first-of-its-kind 9-hole Disc Golf Course will open to the public at county-owned Siems Park on Saturday, September 23 at 10:00 a.m.

There were no City Committee reports.

Council heard information from the Clerk regarding water problems in the basement ceiling and walls at the Library.  She stated the Library Board is looking into it, but that Library personnel wanted to make the Mayor and Council aware of it, too.  Also, Berninghaus Masonry has looked at the north side of City Hall and that Dewey plans on scheduling some time this fall to do tucking repair, although he reported it really wasn’t too bad overall.  The leaking window at City Hall will hopefully be fixed after the masonry tucking.  Dan Patten Roofing of Algona was also called in to investigate the situation and he did find a piece of roofing tin that had been bent during a recent strong wind; roof repairs were made, but the window still leaks.
An upcoming meeting schedule was reviewed; the City Clerk’s plan on attending the KCEDC-sponsored Quarterly Clerk’s Luncheon in Bancroft on Wednesday, September 13.

Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to enter into CLOSED SESSION at 6:50 P.M.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to return to OPEN SESSION at 7:30 p.m.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Results of CLOSED SESSION: a review was held of the 12 applications submitted for the “Municipal Worker” position that has been advertised in local newspapers/shoppers and on KLGA 92.7 FM radio since Thursday, August 17, 2017 to present.  Some applicants were eliminated from the running, and the Council decided to begin checking references of others.  The Clerk was instructed to advertise on KLGA Radio’s “Career Starter” program for one more week, effective immediately.  Council set Wednesday, September 20, 2017 beginning at 6:30 p.m. as a Special Meeting date to choose applicants for interviews.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the Wednesday, September 6, 2017 regular meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk
