MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, July 5, 2017 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 5, 2017 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Craig Brownell, Kortney Lentsch, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.
AI Processors Plant Manager Craig Brownell was present to discuss with the Council the new solid waste regulations and disposal ban policy at Northern Plains Regional Landfill that will directly affect his business at 509-515 Broad Street here in Whittemore. Mr. Brownell reported that at this time his industry is exploring outside options for disposal of corrugated cardboard and other byproduct waste of his business.  As a deadline of July 1, 2017 was imposed by NPRL officials to cease accepting such products at their landfill in Graettinger, City officials have no problem with AIP trying to line up a private hauler to collect all of the plant’s solid waste. A brief discussion followed regarding the current operating condition of the City’s garbage compactor and the possibility of turning the entire solid waste program over to a private hauler in the future.  No decisions were made at this time regarding the issue.
No meeting was held with Andrew Struecker of 419 Clay Street regarding May 16, 2017 storm damage to the Whittemore Municipal Utilities power line.  The property damage is considered an “act of God” and is not the responsibility of Mr. Struecker or his homeowner’s insurance company.  The Clerk was then instructed to assess charges to Andrew Struecker for costs incurred with the emergency clean-up of the damaged tree on the evening of May 16, 2017.

Supt. Meyer reported that Legacy Power Line Inc. has not yet completed removing spacer cables along a line that runs from A I Processors south to St. Paul’s Church.  Council asked Meyer to get an estimate to replace approximately eight (8) poles in the same line that are beginning to rot.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 5, 2017 regular Council meeting and the June 15, 2017 Special Council meeting were approved as published in the June 15, 2017 and June 22, 2017 editions of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2017 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $362717.31; Electric $64488.16; Electric System Improvements Project: $5.57; Gas $8762.75; Water $65191.30; Sewer Rental $3698.41; Solid Waste $5146.98; Payroll $34166.90; Equipment $2430.68; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $135.00; Road Use Tax $5223.59; Customer Deposit $850.00; Debt Service $29.79; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $77920.61; Community Enhancement $500.00; and Little League Savings $808.44.  Total June 2017 Receipts:  $632137.85.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $89163.42; Electric $62371.73; Electric System Improvements Project $none; Gas $418126.36; Water $6289.12; Sewer Rental $3374.53; Solid Waste $7642.50; Payroll $32864.88; Equipment $2430.68; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings Account $13004.67; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $6325.77; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total June 2017 Disbursements:  $641650.98.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept the June, 2017 Clerk-Treasurer Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corporation, reservation charges, service fee and natural gas purchased $13181.84; Total (all) Employee Wages $19534.56; Total Contract Labor $58.50; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1864.00; RD Drenkow & Co., June cafeteria plan withholdings $317.35; City of Whittemore, FY2017 budget transfers $400000.00; Whittemore Public Library, FY2017 budget transfer $62000.00; City of Whittemore, FY2017 Payroll balance transfer $2969.38; Titan Machinery, 2017 CASE 321FHS Wheel Loader $60780.00; AJ’s Service, stump removal $1944.00; Annie’s Castleton Manor Library, book $19.94; Aramark Uniform Service, June rugs, mops and uniforms $333.80; Baker & Taylor Books, books $885.65; Bomgaars, June statement $140.34; Browns Shoe Fit, pool supplies $31.46; Card Services, charges at Swimming Pool and Library $1086.57; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; Chandra McMahon, WSI course reimbursement $170.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $822.07; City of Whittemore, utilities $4006.72; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $363.70; Community Lumber Supply, Little League and Swimming Pool supplies $75.33; Counsel Office & Document, copy clicks $116.77; Dave Koppen Construction, west entry door replacement at Library $4750.00; DGR Engineering, electric rate study $1881.00; Dustin Fehr, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $385.76; E-Pride Office Products, supplies $114.87; Elbert Bros Well Drilling, parts $19.55; Fareway, Library cleaning and program supplies $66.29; and ale/Cengage Learning, audio books $60.72. 

Also, Gas Odorant Service, odorant $1416.05; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $196.65; Iowa League of Cities, FY18 dues $496.00; Iowa One Call, locates $30.70; K-Mart, Library and Swimming Pool supplies $236.68; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., FY18 per capita dues $1965.60; Kossuth County Sheriff, FY18 Law Enforcement contract $2000.00; Kriz-Davis Co., electric distribution materials $5822.37; L&G Inc., June services $763.75; Legacy Power Line, overhead line improvements $57320.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing fees $84.00; Storey Kenworthy/Matt Parrott, 8,250 blank utility bills $840.06; Micro Marketing, audio books $84.94; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, FY18 Beacon Annual Support $1246.19; NIACOG, FY18 membership dues $378.00; Northwest Communications, June services $278.91; Presto-X, monthly maintenance shed pest control $93.31; Quality Pump & Control, water and sewer plant repair services $1595.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $28154.42; Schmitt Hardware, June services $118.40; Shamrock Recycling Inc., recyclables processing fee $108.36; Stuart Simonson, reimbursement for new trees and fertilizer purchased $356.80; Supplies N’More, US flag and office supplies $174.26; Tascha Wykoff, June cleaning services & supplies reimbursement $174.00; The Library Store Inc., office supplies $175.70; US Bank Equipment, copy machine lease $85.85; West Bend Print Shop, envelopes $174.00; MaxYield Cooperative, June statement $820.98; and West Bend Journal, June publications $318.50.

It was decided the City will share with the Fire Department, the cost of a load of gravel that needs to be distributed around the new fire station.  Tree trimming was also discussed.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Applications for Builder’s Permits and a Demolition Permit were then reviewed:


Ronal Cruz:  Move garage from backyard to the front/south side of house (not attached).  All work at 615 Seventh Street.


Bill Newhouse:  Remove 12x8 wooden storage shed that is currently sitting in rear yard at 711 Fourth Street and move it to the north side of the Shop building at 711 Broad Street; construct a 12x16 shed in rear yard at 711 Fourth Street to set on existing (and vacated) concrete pad.  


Stephanie & Sean Carlson:  Apply new gutters on house and garage and a new roof on garage; continue dog run fence on east side of garage to existing fence.  All work at 515 Sixth Street.


Jerome & Nancy Knecht:  Build a gazebo with a patio between our house and the City (maintenance) shed, making a block patio with a metal roof on the gazebo (over our fire pit).  All work at 304 Broad Street.


Roger Hentges:  Remove old and replace with new, shingles on the (rental) home at 507 Fifth Street.

DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATION:  By Whittemore Feeders to tear down the 20x35 wooden/steel shed at south end of the property at 106 Fifth Street.  

Supt. Meyer questioned the availability of appropriate lot space that would be required to move the garage to the south of the house at 615 Seventh Street; municipal workers to measure and report their findings to the party making the request.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed applications, with the exception of that submitted by Ronal Cruz to move the garage at 615 Seventh Street.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  The Ronal Cruz application will again be considered in August, pending a report by Supt. Meyer.

2017 Swimming Pool Co-Manager Kortney Lentsch was present to give a brief report on happenings at the local aquatic center in June.  She stated everything has been going good and that plans are in the works for the Pool to conduct their annual fundraising efforts with a “Christmas in July” themed-event to be held sometime yet this month.  For those who were unable to attend due to weather and Little League game commitments, American Red Cross certified lessons were rescheduled and are being held at this time.  CPO’s were given permission to replace one of the broken seats on a lifeguard stand; any other changes to the lifeguard platforms will be made only upon recommendation by the State Inspector.  Many compliments have been received about the cleanliness of the pool and lifeguarding staff and managers were urged to keep up the good work!  
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.
During the June 5, 2017 regular meeting Council accepted DGR Engineer Blair Metzger’s recommendation to increase, across the board, all electricity utility rates and charges by 5%.  Residential usage will effectively be charged at 13.2 cents per kWh and Small Commercial will now be charged at 11.8 cents per kWh.  Large Industrial 3.7 cents per kWh, plus demand charges (where applicable).  As a means of finalizing the Council’s decision, ORDINANCE NO. 193 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII, CHAPTER 7-1-2 “ELECTRICITY UTILITY” was introduced.

Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 193.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 193.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 193.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 193 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication and the new rate will be reflected on utility bills that will be due on or before August 20, 2017 and thereafter.  Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering anticipates that making this adjustment will satisfy the requirement of the loan notes for FY18, as well as help to generate sufficient, unrestricted reserves over time.  Also, additional rate increases only around the 1% to 2% range will likely be necessary over the next few years in order to stay ahead of debt coverage requirements.

It was noted that Clayton Energy Corporation has been working to acquire “Forward Priced” natural gas for the upcoming heating season.  

Supts. Meyer and Zinnel reported that Central Iowa Televising will be in town the middle of this month to conduct camera work of the sanitary sewer system that runs from the intersection of Second and Broad Street, out through Zimmerman’s pasture to the head-end station at the Lagoon.  This sewer cleaning, inspection and reporting of the sanitary sewer was contracted with CIT during the June 5, 2017 regular meeting for the total cost of $6,417.50.  CIT estimates it to be about a day’s project; they will remove tree roots if they hit any and unless there are a lot of bad spots, they would be able to reline and make spot repairs as they go.

Resolution No. 2017-15; a Resolution to enter into contract with Hogan-Hansen, CPA to conduct required services to satisfy Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the City of Whittemore for Fiscal Year 2017.  The City of Whittemore has contracted with Hogan-Hansen, CPA to perform the required auditing/exam services to comply with Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for Fiscal Years 2015, 2016 and 2017.  Each year’s cost for said services is $6,000.00.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to adopt Resolution No. 2017-15; a Resolution to enter into contract with Hogan-Hansen, CPA to conduct required services to satisfy Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the City of Whittemore for Fiscal Year 2017.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2017-15 duly adopted.

The year-long process of putting together a “2017 Urban Forest Management Plan” for the City of Whittemore, by Emma Hannigan of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources Forestry Bureau, has been completed.  It notes there is a strong possibility that 36% of Whittemore’s city owned (ash) trees will die once the Emerald Ash Borer becomes established in the community unless preventative treatment is used.  Council took this opportunity to remind Whittemore residents that it is the property owner’s full responsibility to provide for treatment of ash trees located within their (property) lot lines; the City instigated protective measures to treat ash trees in the parking that were deemed “worth saving” two years ago, and continues with these positive efforts at this time.
Upon motions by Simonson and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Judy Haag was re-appointed to serve a second six-year term as trustee on the Whittemore Public Library Board of Directors.  Other Board members include Pam Kollasch, Elise Vaske, Ron Askland and Bruce Ostwald.

Due to the Mayor and Council wishing to participate in the Sons of the American Legion’s “Purple Heart Days” on August 7, 2017, which is also the first Monday of the month, the date, time and place of the next regular meeting were set for Wednesday, August 2, 2017 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers of City Hall.

The July “Calendar of Events” schedule was reviewed, with special attention being given to RAGBRAI-XLV which will pedal through Whittemore on Monday, July 24, 2017.  Residents are urged to clean up their properties in an effort to showcase our community to the approximate 10,000+ bicycle riders who participate in the “Des Moines Register’s” annual event.
There were no City Committee reports to be heard.
Councilperson Walker spoke of the unkempt appearance of the property at 407 Clay Street; city staff was directed to send the owners a letter requesting their cooperation in finishing the garage addition and cleaning up the front yard.

Councilman Johnson reported members of the Whittemore Fire Department will be cleaning out their former truck and storage areas in the bays of the City Hall building; WFD would like to continue to be able to store the 1935 antique fire truck in a bay of the Devine Office Building.  Also, Johnson would like to see some of the Little League Savings monies and other donations used toward the purchase of a portable pitching mound.  Fundraising ideas were also considered.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed; reservations were taken for K/PACEDC’s Annual County-Wide Breakfast to be held on Wednesday, July 19, beginning at 7:00 a.m. at St. Michael’s Parish Center here in Whittemore.

Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to enter into CLOSED SESSION at 7:03 p.m. to discuss employees and set employee wages for fiscal year 2017-18.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Upon motions by Lancaster and Simonson and by unanimous vote of those present, the Council returned to OPEN SESSION at 8:03 p.m.  No action was taken during the CLOSED SESSION to set employee wages for fiscal year 2017-18. 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 5, 2017 regular meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

