MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, May 1, 2017 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 1, 2017 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during this portion of the meeting.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 4, 2017 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the April 13, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of April, 2017 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $77823.48; Electric $48619.80; Electric System Improvement Project $5.27; Gas $47684.83; Water $12836.38; Sewer Rental $3123.41; Solid Waste $5063.34; Payroll $18041.91; Equipment $1362.13; Special Account $240.36; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $1100.00; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $1470.72; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $7145.22; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.02. Total Receipts:  $224721.91.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $14478.33; Electric $38905.01; Electric System Improvement Project $395.00; Gas $26676.05; Water $5587.20; Sewer Rental $3735.46; Solid Waste $4549.89; Payroll $17950.48; Equipment $1362.13; Special Account $898.36; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovation Savings $none; Library Regular $5601.36; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements:  $120139.27.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s April, 2017 Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., reservation charges, service fees and natural gas purchased $20911.95; Total All Employee Wages $9914.35; Air Med Care Network, air ambulance insurance for Whittemore residents $2234.00; Card Services, vacuum at City Hall; Library DVDs, books, etc. and Water meeting/lodging (total)$396.81; Treasurer, State of Iowa, March sales taxes $2161.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, first quarter sales taxes $174.00; US Treasury, Form 941 first quarter 2017 $448.65; RD Drenkow, cafeteria plan withholding $253.88; City of Whittemore, utilities $3536.34; City of Spencer, landfill fees $938.42; Iowa Utilities Board, FY17 third quarter assessment $79.00; Emagine, add EFV information to city website $18.75; Sandy Long, reimbursement $78.04; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $44.80; K-Mart, Library supplies/DVDs $105.56; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; US Bank Equipment, Library copier leasing $85.85; Baker & Taylor, books & DVDs $425.27; Gale/Cengage Learning, large print books $60.72; The Book Farm Inc., children’s books $253.02; MicroMarketing, LLC, audio books $107.92; The Perfect Touch, new window shades at Library $3546.00; Presto-X, monthly pest control at Library $91.93; Bomgaars, April statement $26.03; Treasurer, State of Iowa, April sales taxes $1807.00; Lonza/Arch Chemicals, pool chemicals $6490.33; Randy Mueller, thatching/mowing at Noah’s Park $325.00; Whittemore Fire Department, FY2017 annual payment toward new fire station $2500.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $25325.24; and Northwest Communications, installation charges $57.50.

Also, Kriz-Davis Co., insulators $118.77; Bankers Trust, electric revenue capital loan note (principal and interest) $86,116.25; Bankers Trust, flat fee redemption $100.00; DGR Engineering, electric rate study follow-up/analysis $396.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement $56.85; Big Soo Tegra Corporation, bulk salt at Water plant $3635.74; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., salt hauling $489.01; Jack’s OK Tire, 2003 pickup tires $501.32; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, replace starter on Garbage truck $628.23; Aramark Uniform Service, April rugs, mops and uniforms $315.88; Northwest Communications, April communication services $332.44; E-Pride Office Products, supplies at City Hall $69.17; Creative Stitches, municipal employee safety shirts ($225.00) and Little League t-shirts ($964.00) total $1189.00; Central Iowa Distributing, supplies $276.20; Mid-American Research Chemical, pest control $506.00; Barco Municipal Products Inc., signage and windbreaker jackets $360.77; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, natural gas and water continuing education classes $580.00; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses totaling $259.32; Mangold Environmental Testing, routine water testing $914.00; and Farm & Home Insurance, FY2017-18 Business Insurance Package $70468.00.
The Clerk noted that representatives of DGR Engineering are reviewing electric rates and charges for discussion during the June, 2017 regular meeting.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Builder’s Permit applications were submitted for Council consideration:


Cliff Gross:  Install a brick patio on west side of property at 108 Fourth Street.  James: natural gas line runs along the edge of the patio; make homeowner aware of the situation and that the city is not responsible for having to tear-up the structure at their own personal cost.


Greg Kinsman:  Expand (existing) patio to 16’ x 20’.  All work at 611 Clay Street.  Same utilities statement as above.


Bob & Saman Mergen:  Replace existing driveway (except approach) with new concrete, extending it 4’ to the north and constructing a new sidewalk along the north side of garage to entrance on east side of home (keeping 4’ off property line).  All work at 509 Second Street.


Kim Groesbeck:  Pour concrete to (previous) driveway project and replace sidewalk/public walkway.  All work at 513 Second Street.


Steve Kollasch:  Remove old concrete steps on south side of house and replace with new wooden steps by Koppen Construction.  All work at 302 Kossuth Street.


Adolph “Ernie” Kurtz:  Pour a 10x12 concrete slab at northeast corner of house (east side) to place an 8x10 greenhouse on site.  All work at 513 Third Street.


Eric Goodman:  Remove old (current) 16x10 deck in rear of house and replace with a new 16x18 deck.  All work at 507 Seventh Street.


Gary Erdman:  Add 4x10 to existing deck on east side of garage.  All work at 609 Second Street.


Lee Elbert:  Apply new gutters to house at 214 Broad Street.


Greg Elbert:  Move onto northeast corner of property at 510 Kossuth Street, a single-car garage (previously owned by Chuck Rahm at 207 Fifth Street), staying 6’ off alley and 3’ off property line.  Plan to set on a concrete pad of same size.

During Council discussion of building permit applications, it was noted that all homeowners need to be aware of the fact that if they knowingly choose to pour concrete or install pavers, decks, etc. over an area where underground utilities are located, should there be a problem or emergency in the future whereby the City would need to dig up to repair or replace the underground line (electric, gas, water, sewer), the City is not responsible for having to tear-up and/or replace the property owner’s structure positioned over the (underground) utility.  Any and all expenses related to such an event would be borne 100% by the property owner.  Motion was then made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to approve the Builder’s Permit applications as submitted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Council received the following applications from individuals seeking employment at the Swimming Pool this summer:  


Name


From

Skyler Gent

Fenton


Alyssa Hentges

Whittemore


Jordan Hansen

Whittemore


Megan Besch

Whittemore

All four applications were accepted.  This now brings the number of total employees at the Whittemore Swimming Pool for the 2017 season to nine.  If the weather cooperates, it is anticipated the pool may be open by June 4.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

At this time the “New Material Disposal Ban Policy” for Northern Plains Regional Landfill regarding old corrugated cardboard and electronic waste was discussed.  Councilpersons Simonson and Lancaster spoke of an informal meeting they attended at Whittemore City Hall on April 25 when representatives from the City of Spencer and NPRL met with officials from Whittemore and Bode concerning the new policies that will be put in place after January 1, 2018.  Six months prior to that time will be considered “soft” periods when no fines will be issued for unauthorized dumping of OCC and electronic waste.  Beginning 1-1-2018 warnings, then fines, will be issued against any contributors found to be in violation of the landfill’s policy in that they will no longer accept corrugated cardboard and electronic waste (TVs, computers, etc.).
Council also reviewed an email correspondence from Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling where he proposes two options to the City of Whittemore as a means of disposing of corrugated cardboard.   Pricing and details will be forwarded to the City for each option as soon as all details are settled by the City of Spencer.  Council noted they feel both options by Shamrock Recycling would greatly alleviate cardboard and e-waste/brown material problems for the City of Whittemore.
Ron and Kim Kollasch, DBA “400 Rustic Station” would like to host a Street Dance on Memorial Day weekend, Sunday, May 28, as means of an “Open House” for their new business.  A “Street Closing Permit Application” for such an event was presented at this time.  They request the north half of the 400 block of Sixth Street (east side of the Legion Hall) be closed for the dance hours of 6:00 to 11:00 p.m.  The DJ “Mojo Productions” has been hired for the event, there will be no charge for admission, and the Legion will provide refreshments for those in attendance.  All are welcome to attend!  With the Mayor and Council being very supportive of the idea, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the Street Closing Permit Application by Ron and Kim Kollasch.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

No bids were received to clean the floor at the Whittemore Community Center; no action was taken on the agenda item at this time.

In an email sent on Monday, May 1, Blacktop Service Company announced the April 27, 2017 passing of John Wagner, an original owner of the business.  Staff was instructed to send a sympathy card to the family, and several individuals announced they would be attending wake services for Mr. Wagner.  He was a good friend to many people and was a great friend of Whittemore.  Council reviewed plans for 2017 street repairs and requested an estimate from Blacktop Service representatives for re-surfacing the remainder of Palo Alto Street (west of Fourth), along with patch work of Railroad Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets and in the 100 block of Fifth Street.  Also, the request by a business owner to 50/50 split the cost of paving a portion of the alley behind his shop was denied.

In an effort to widen the street, Council then talked about making some changes in front of the Swimming Pool as far as the sidewalk and street curb were concerned; no final decisions were made during this meeting.

Use of the municipal “Yard Waste Disposal Site” was reviewed.  People have been abusing the area again by tossing household garbage, tires, shoes, magazine/newspapers, etc. onto the pile that is intended for yard waste and tree limbs only.  Council agreed to have a sign printed noting the area is “Under Surveillance” and a security camera be installed to deter misuse of the area.  Violators will be charged accordingly, with a minimum fine starting at $100.00 per incident.
Discussion followed in the naming of a community representative to the Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson that Tim Schneider be re-appointed to serve as first representative for the City of Whittemore and that Karla Walker continue to serve as alternate to Schneider in case of his absence.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Upon motions by Johnson and Walker and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual (electronic) renewal application for a Class “C” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved.  Current license at this premise expires on Sunday, July 10, 2017.

At this time the Clerks are putting together figures to amend the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year budget.  Notice will be published in a timely manner announcing the Council’s intent to amend and a Public Hearing for such action will be held to coincide with the next regular meeting.

Mayor Elbert, Councilman Simonson and Clerk Farrell spoke about plans being made by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club to host RAGBRAI-XLV when it rolls thru southwestern Kossuth County on Monday, July 24, 2017.  All efforts are being coordinated thru the Betterment Club and any vendors wishing to participate in the activities should contact a Betterment Club officer.  Vendor applications can also be picked up at City Hall.  The Whittemore Warriors 4-H Club and Whittemore EMS plan on helping with the efforts.
The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were announced.  It will be held on Monday, June 5, 2017 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  This meeting will also serve as the Public Hearing for the 2016-17 Fiscal Year Budget Amendment.

Upcoming community events were reviewed.  Whittemore Fun Days will again be held on Memorial Day weekend with carnival rides and concessions by Smith Amusements and the “World Famous Legion Burgers” being served both Monday and Tuesday evenings.  There will only be one night of BINGO this year, that being held on Monday, May 29.

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Councilman Johnson spoke of a digger derrick that is being sold by Algona Municipal Utilities; staff was asked to inquire of the selling price for possible use by the Electric Department of Whittemore Municipal Utilities.

Communities sharing in the costs of new equipment have become a way of doing business; the Clerks were asked to seek further information from other area clerks about cost-sharing during an upcoming Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development Corporation luncheon.
Supt. Meyer noted he will be attending training and business meetings during the month of May.  Also, an engineer from Kuehl & Payer has not yet been in contact with the City to discuss replacing the storm sewer line out to the lagoons.

James Zinnel submitted a cost estimate from Bruce Helleseth Construction 2017 for concrete curb and gutter repair work at the intersection of Second and Broad Street.  Work would include removing and building a new intake, but does not include any pipe needed for the intake nor an intake top (it is hoped they can reuse the existing top).  Total estimate was $2,767.50.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to go ahead and make the necessary repairs at the corner of Second and Broad Street.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Regarding the purchase of a new CASE loader in the amount of $60,780.00, Farmers State Bank officers have agreed to match the lending terms of those offered by Titan Machinery of Des Moines.  Clerk Farrell reported staff has gathered the information requested by the Bank, using our City Attorney and Hogan-Hansen PC. to complete the paperwork.  Payment for the purchase cannot be transacted until after the start of the new fiscal year (July 1, 2017).  The Mayor or Mayor Pro-Tem, along with the City Clerk were authorized to sign and act upon the necessary papers to activate a loan transaction between the City of Whittemore and Farmers State Bank to complete the purchase of said CASE loader.
Little League picture day is scheduled for Wednesday, May 10, beginning at 6:00 p.m. either indoors of the Community Center, or outdoors at Noah’s Park.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

At 6:45 p.m. motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to enter into CLOSED SESSION to discuss possible real estate acquisition.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

At 6:55 p.m. motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to return to OPEN SESSION.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Clerk to contact Kossuth County Board of Supervisors regarding possible real estate acquisition within the city limits of Whittemore, Iowa, if the City does not become responsible for associated liabilities.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the Monday, May 1, 2017, regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

