MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, March 6, 2017 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 6, 2017 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Eric Goodman, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

Mayor Elbert opened the Public Hearing on the proposed 2017-18 Fiscal Year Budget estimates at 5:30 p.m.  

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Whittemore Fire Department Chief Eric Goodman was in attendance to give his annual report of community rescue services.  Many new state and national mandates will be forthcoming within the next five years and these requirements will make it difficult for small-town fire departments and rescue squads to survive.  2019 will be an expensive year for WFD and WAS as all communication radios will need to be upgraded to 700 megahertz (estimated cost $32,000) and air packs will need to be updated (estimated $45,000).  These are all state requirements and will need to be implemented in order for the local department to continue its rescue services.  Whittemore Fire & Ambulance will continue to seek grant monies to help subsidize the high costs of these upgrades.
At this time Whittemore Ambulance Service has ten EMTs who serve the community; three of them live out of town and are only available during the work day.  Within the next three years it is predicted the unit will decrease to only four as six of the current certified responders plan on retiring.  Younger people are not willing to volunteer their time and service to their communities as has been done in the past.  This is not only a local problem, but also a state and national problem.
Goodman went on to explain that David Penton of Kossuth County Emergency Management and Gary Merrill, a paramedic at Kossuth Regional Health Center and Director of the Algona Ambulance Service, have composed a “Kossuth County, Iowa, Public EMS Survey” that will be helpful in determining the future emergency service needs of all communities within the county. Each citizen is urged to honestly complete the survey, which is available on-line at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M5BMHMZ.  Paper copies are also available at Whittemore City Hall, Farmers State Bank, Whittemore Public Library, or by contacting the Emergency Management office at 515-295-5904. 
Finally, Chief Goodman spoke of Mercy “AirMedCare” Network Program that is being made available to Whittemore Fire Department and Ambulance Service personnel, along with city officials and employees.  It is up to each individual if they are interested in purchasing helicopter insurance thru the Mercy network.
Mayor and Council thanked Eric Goodman for the informative discussion that was held during this portion of the meeting.  It is everyone’s hope that the Whittemore rescue services can maintain their high level of performance for as long as possible into the future.

Speaking on behalf of St. Michael’s Parish for the Third Annual “5K Spirit Fun Run/Walk” Route Committee, Eric Goodman reported the group plans on using the same route as last year with some minor alterations as it pertains to the end of the run/walk.  The event will be held on Saturday, May 27, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  It is estimated 125+ people come into Whittemore for the occasion, and all committees are working hard to make it a welcoming affair for the people participating.  Goodman asked for and received permission to use the City’s street barricades on the morning of May 27.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to accept the proposed “Street Closing Permit Application” as submitted by St. Michael’s Parish for the 2017 “5K Spirit Fun Run/Walk”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There being no citizens present to be heard for or against the Fiscal Year 2017-18 budget estimates as published in the February 23, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal, Mayor Elbert declared the Public Hearing for the same closed at 6:05 p.m.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve Resolution No. 2017-08, a Resolution adopting the FY 2017-2018 budget, as proposed, in the amount of $2,659,380 “Total Revenues and Other Sources” and $2,304,405 “Total Expenditures and Transfers Out”, with an estimated total tax levy per $1,000 valuation on regular property at $14.49931 and an estimated tax levy per $1,000 valuation on agricultural land at $3.00375.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.   Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2017-08 and the FY2018 city budget duly adopted.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the February 6, 2017 regular Council meeting stand approved as published in the February 16, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of February, 2017 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $6815.86; Electric $66459.40; Electric System Improvements Project $7.28; Gas $54612.79; Water $12595.04; Sewer Rental $3100.06; Solid Waste $4647.52; Payroll $17200.46; Equipment $1124.17; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $315.00; Road Use Tax $5883.90; Customer Deposit $275.00; Debt Service $9.69; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $84.55; Community Enhancement $none and Little League Savings $0.02. Total Receipts:  $173193.10.  Following are the disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $13929.72; Electric $35323.04; Electric System Improvements Project $100463.43; Gas $30836.71; Water $10035.41; Sewer Rental $3448.31; Solid Waste $3770.75; Payroll $16710.36; Equipment $1124.17; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $non; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $5054.13; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $none.  Total Disbursements $220,753.35.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to accept the February, 2017 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas reservations fees, service charges and purchases $26833.75; Total (all) Employee Wages $9438.73; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2605.00; West Bend Journal, (2 months) publications $692.36; Emagine, website update $37.50; Iowa Parks & Recreation, (2) CPO continuing educations $270.00; RD Drenkow, February cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Sandy Long, reimbursement s $14.00 ; Country Extra, subscription renewal $11.98; Wood Magazine, subscription renewal $29.99; The Iowan Magazine, subscription renewal $22.00; Mary Janes Farm, magazine subscription $30.00; Movie Licensing USA, copyright compliance site license for 2017-2021 $430.00; Iowa Library Association, Spring Symposium registration fees $75.00;  Kmart, DVD’s, office supplies $73.75; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; MidAmerica Books, children’s books $110.70; US Bank Equipment Finance, copier leasing $85.85; Baker & Taylor, books $86.28; Gale/Cengage, audio books $60.72; Presto-X, monthly pest control $91.93; L & G, assist with tree removal $3,008.75; Iowa Dept of Public Health, pool registration renewal $35.00; Mid-American Research Chemical, chemicals for pool $261.13; J.P. Cooke, pet licensing tags $64.97; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29,977.71; Barco Municipal Projects, hazardous voltage signs $430.55; and Community Lumber, wood for shelves $20.53.  

Also, DGR Engineering, professional services thru  January 2017 $2809.50; City of Whittemore, reimbursement of postage for final HKS contracts mailed to DGR $4.69; Mangold Testing, water testing fees $42.00; Hawkins, chemicals $324.11; Hach, chemicals $372.78; Shamrock Recycling, recycling processing fees $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $920.10; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, repairs on dump truck $1,392.71; Bonnstetter Auto Body, pickup service job $42.36; Tom Eischen Sales, chains & oil for chainsaws $59.00; MaxYield, monthly fuel charges $832.65; Aramark, monthly mops, rugs & uniform cleaning $259.14; Northwest Communications, monthly telephone & internet fees $301.14; City of Whittemore, monthly utilities $4,410.05; E-Pride, office supplies $128.29; Bryan Meyer, semi-annual reimbursement for cell phone $90.00; James Zinnel, semi-annual reimbursement for cell phone $90.00; Supplies N’ More, office supplies and utility bill envelopes $431.09;  West Bend Journal, monthly publications $117.14; Bomgaars, February statement $15.31; dues and quarterly safety meeting assessments $2,640.68;  Randy Mueller, snow removal $85.00; Kriz Davis, street light bulbs and electric inventory $1,141.84; Schmitt Hardware, February statement including work at Community Center (sink and overhead lighting) $1,111.88; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses total $323.16.
Upon motions by Walker and Schneider and unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed claims were approved for payment.

Three Builder’s Permit applications were submitted for Council consideration:


Ibis Romero:  Apply steel shingles to roof of garage and house at 415 Clay Street.


Chuck Rahm:  Construct a new 30’x50’ garage and shop area at the southeast corner of property at 207 Fifth Street.  Will need to demolish existing garage and build a minimum 6’ off alley and 3’ off side property lines.  


A.E. & Ann Kurtz:  To build platform steps on the 16x20 deck on the back of the house at 513 Third Street.
Discussion followed regarding the application by Chuck Rahm at 207 Fifth Street.  Supt. Meyer is concerned the large building will not meet with the “green space” requirement of the City Code.  This larger than usual request by Mr. Rahm will need to be approved by the next door neighbors to the south and east of his property, and could call for a variance to the code for his situation.  Mayor and Council directed Supt. Meyer to contact Chuck Rahm with the Council’s decision that the application is hereby put on hold until further information and building details become available.  Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the applications submitted by Ibis Romero and A.E. & Ann Kurtz.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for employment were reviewed and placed on file for future reference:


From:



Position Applied For:

Emily McMahon


Manager/Lifeguard


Sydney Hoover


Pool Cleaner/Lifeguard


Colby Graves


Lifeguard
The delinquent accounts were also reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Deputy Clerk Thompson reported that sign-up for the 2017 Summer Little League Program has been ongoing for several weeks now and at this time the team numbers are low.  We will continue our attempts to make Whittemore teams where possible.  Registration fee continues to be $20.00 per person.  

City staff was directed to continue advertising for pool personnel.  No action was taken on any Swimming Pool agenda items at this time.  Employee wages and season ticket prices will be discussed in March, 2017.

Only two bids were received for replacement of the City’s Case pay loader; no action was taken on this agenda item and Council asked the matter be placed on the March, 2017 regular meeting itinerary for further consideration when all bids have been received.
Supt. Meyer reported that Aevenia, Inc. was back in town on February 28 to make Iowa Utility Board required adjustments to the electric project (distribution) work they accomplished throughout Whittemore this past summer. At this point DGR Engineering is wrapping up the paperwork for finishing the project.
As is a standard for scheduling of the April meeting and due to the annual meeting of the Whittemore Gun Club being set for the first Monday in April, the date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, April 4, 2017 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  It was noted that this year will be the 80th Annual Gun Club Supper & Meeting for this long-standing group.
The March, 2017 Calendar of Events for Whittemore was reviewed.  Councilperson Walker added that Sunday, March 26 will be the “Relay for Life” Breakfast from 7:30 – 12:00 Noon at the American Legion Hall.
There were no “City Committee” reports.

Municipal workers were asked to fix flickering street lights in the 100 block of Palo Alto Street and in the 700 block of Kossuth Street.

Councilman Johnson brought forward a discussion of snow removal efforts during the 12” heavy/wet snowfall the area experienced February 23-25; he is concerned that the plows could have been out earlier than the 5:30 start time they used on February 24.  After further consideration, it was agreed to set a 5:00 a.m. start time when moving snow within the city limits of Whittemore.  

Employee James Zinnel discussed cutting trees down and where the responsibility lies for limbs that overhang a house or garage.  As stated in the Whittemore City Code, Title VI, Chapter 8, Section 6-8-4, it is the abutting property owner’s responsibility to keep trees trimmed.  In the case of a branch hanging over a house, the homeowner is responsible for trimming or removal, along with any costs of hiring a professional to do said work.
Upon review of a letter from Grass Masters in Algona regarding the City’s bi-yearly treatment for control and prevention of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in Whittemore, Council agreed to continue to take a pro-active stand against infestation and agreed to (again) treat those trees around town that were earmarked two years ago by personnel of the Grass Masters Tree Department.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 6, 2017 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
