MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA
Monday, February 6, 2017 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 6, 2017 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street in Whittemore.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  None.   Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting were Craig Brownell, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no persons present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Council met with A I Processor’s plant manager, Craig Brownell, with regard to solid waste collection and monthly fees.  Proposed changes concerning collection of old corrugated cardboard at the Northern Plains Regional Planning Area landfill at Graettinger will greatly impact the local processing plant, and management is questioning how the City plans on handling the situation.  Simonson and the remainder of the Council hope the City and A I Processors will be able to work together in order to meet Iowa DNR mandates at the City of Spencer-owned landfill.  Until more information is forthcoming from Northern Plains Regional Planning, no decisions regarding disposal of cardboard can be made.  Brownell stated AIP will do what they have to do as far as recycling of cardboard is concerned because they want to stay in business in Whittemore.
Regular solid waste pickup scheduling at A I Processors was also discussed.  It was determined that Friday will now become the normal (weekly) and expected day for dumpster service at the plant. Extra dumps (more than one pickup per week) will be charged accordingly.
There being no additions or corrections, the minutes of the January 5, 2017 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the January 19, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of January, 2017 were reviewed.  Following are the total receipts and transfers for the month:  General $7122.40; Electric $62223.01; Electric System Improvements Project $6.88; Gas $73186.11; Water $14468.93; Sewer Rental $3874.74; Solid Waste $5422.92; Payroll $17356.34; Equipment $1953.61; Special Account $77.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $76.37; Road Use Tax $5624.22; Customer Deposit $0.00; Debt Service $7.52; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $496.40; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.02.  Following are the total disbursements and transfers for the month:  General $11845.89; Electric $39001.60; Electric System Improvements Project $5643.98; Gas $34500.54; Water $4951.99; Sewer Rental $2848.59; Solid Waste $4582.09; Payroll $16867.71; Equipment $1953.61; Special Account $77.32; Project Share $0.00; Community Center Savings Account $0.00; Road Use Tax $0.00; Debt Service $0.00; Special Assessment $0.00; Library Improvement Savings $0.00; Library Renovation Savings $0.00; Library Regular $5733.08; Community Enhancement $0.00; and Little League Savings $0.00.  After review and questions regarding disbursements, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to accept the January, 2017 Clerk-Treasurer’s reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following bills were presented for payment: 
Clayton Energy Corp., January natural gas purchases, reservation charges and service fee $30553.11; Total all employee wages $9536.47; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2520.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use taxes $867.00; R D Drenkow, January cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Sandy Long, reimbursement $25.92; Field & Stream Magazine, subscription renewal $29.97; Family Circle, subscription renewal $7.99; Country Extra Magazine, subscription renewal $19.97; Midwest Living Magazine, subscription renewal $19.97; Kossuth County Library Association, dues $25.00; K-Mart, January purchases at Library $92.89; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; Print Shoppe Plus, laminating material $40.00; US Bank Equipment Finance, Library copier leasing $85.85; DEMCO, laminating materials/supplies $199.34; Iowa Library Association, membership dues for S Long and J Metzger $90.00; Baker & Taylor, books $107.40; Gale/Cengage, audio books $60.72; Presto-X, January pest control $87.55; Tascha Wykoff, January cleaning at Community Center $150.00; IMFOA, membership dues $20.00; Thompson’s Drainage, jetting service $150.00; Advantage Administrators, cafeteria benefit plan administrative fees $216.00; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $6.00; Kriz Davis, LED lights, 326.35; Bomgaars, torch kit $52.99; L&G Inc., January snow services $645.00; PEMSEC, (all) WFD CPR renewals $900.00; Kossuth County Sheriff, FY18 law enforcement contract $2000.00; Emagine, website services $37.50; 
Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29539.90; DGR Engineering, electric project professional services (thru 12-31-16) $7315.00; Harold K. Scholz Co., Final Pay Estimate for electric project substation construction $93148.43; CJ Cooper, 2017 annual administrative fee $45.00; James Zinnel, mileage reimbursement $103.60; Quality Pump, Water Plant alarm guage and dialer installation $1625.00; Tegra Corp., bulk salt $3805.20; Van-Hof, salt delivery freight charges $511.80; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, January landfill fees $978.82; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, garbage truck repairs $168.87; Randy Mueller, January snow removal $110.00; Aramark Uniform Service, January services $254.22; Northwest Communications, January services $301.14; City of Whittemore, January utilities $4556.62; E-Pride, office supplies $211.65; Mangold Environmental Testing, fees $133.00; Dearborn National, quarterly employee benefits insurance $395.85; Data-Tech, 2016 W-2 computer forms $80.13; Counsel, quarterly copies at City Hall $88.73; Menard’s, dehumidifier, keyless entry knobs, U-bolts $251.67; Card Services, January charges at Library, meeting expenses, yak tracks $861.46 total; MaxYield, January fuel charges $942.30; Iowa Utilities Board, remainder assessments for 2016 (Electric & Gas) $700.00; Bonnstetter Auto Body, lettering for recyclables trailer, pickup service $38.00; Iowa One Call, locates $15.30; Bryan Meyer, meetings/mileage reimbursement $250.59; AI Processors, UPS water samples $30.16; West Bend Journal, publications $315.83; BARCO, carry bags for grain bin rescue equipment $241.56; Grass Masters, city properties spring lawn care $1597.03; and City of Whittemore, January petty cash expenses $302.83.
Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were considered:

Chad Meyer:  Construction of steps on east end of house – approximately 8x8x8x12.  Also, construct patio in same area made of paver block and rock.  All work to be completed at 513 Seventh Street.


Perry Radig:  Build a 24x30 addition to existing garage and pour a concrete drive to same. Need to remove one tree in city parking to make room for driveway.  All work to be completed at 602 Kossuth Street.

Upon motions by Johnson and Walker, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the applications were approved.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects ordered.

The electric system improvements project is nearing completion.  DGR Engineering is still working out the logistics of the meters; no final decisions have been made regarding the equipment problems sustained on the Mosbach farm.   At this time Resolution No. 2017-01 was introduced; a Resolution Accepting and Authorizing Signature of the FINAL DOCUMENTS (as defined) between the City of Whittemore and Harold K. Scholz, Contractor of the Whittemore Substation Construction and Power Plant Modifications.  DGR presented “Final Contract Closeout Documents”, along with a (final) pay request form in the amount of $93,148.43 to Harold K. Scholz and Change Order #2, which is for additional work that HKS completed on the backside of the light plant. Change Order #2 is in the amount of $+13,040.00.  This brings the Harold K. Scholz (substation construction contraction and power plant modifier) portion of the project to a total of $341,461.76.  Original HKS contract price was $324,256.76.  Difference is $+17,205.00. Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2017-01 as defined.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2017-01 duly adopted.

Resolution No. 2017-02; a Resolution Adopting a “Governing Body Authorization Form” pertaining to Whittemore Municipal Electric System and the Iowa Utilities Board was considered.  As the authorization form is a requirement of the City’s electric inspection program, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2017-02.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Resolution No. 2017-03; a “Resolution of Lodge, Association or Other Similar Organization” including “Account Agreement” and “W-9 Request for  Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification” Documents for the City of Whittemore’s Public Library Renovation Savings Account, and Resolution No. 2017-04; a “Resolution of Lodge, Association or Other Similar Organization” including “Account Agreement” and “W-9 Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification” Documents for the City of Whittemore’s Public Library Improvement Savings Account, were introduced.  Both documents were presented for the Council’s consideration and adoption for two Library Savings Accounts at Farmers State Bank.  The paperwork is an update of signatures, terms and conditions as they pertain to the financial accounts.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2017-03 and Resolution No. 2017-04, which name City Clerk Linda K. Farrell and Deputy City Clerk Andrea J. Thompson as legalized signators on the accounts. Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared both resolutions duly adopted.

Council then reviewed a proposed agreement by Government Payment Service, Inc. (“GPS”) to process credit, debit and prepaid debt card transactions for the City of Whittemore.  This three year agreement allows the City to move forward and begin using electronic means of payment for utility accounts and “General Fund” purchases such as animal licensing fees, swimming pool season tickets, etc.  Any customer will also be able to purchase garbage bags and pay fines (barking dogs, snow, lawn mowing) with this electronic pay process.  There is NO CHARGE to the City for any of the services provided by GPS.  A pro-rated service fee will be charged to the customer for each transaction conducted by swiping, internet or telephone.

Resolution  No.  2017-05 was presented; a Resolution accepting the “Participation Agreement” by Government Payment Service, Inc. (“GPS”) to Process Credit, Debit and Prepaid Debit Card Transactions for the City of Whittemore. Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept the Participation Agreement with Government Payment Service, Inc.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  
At this time Resolution No. 2017-06; a Resolution Accepting the “Representation Letter” for FY2016 Annual Examination of the City of Whittemore by Hogan-Hansen, PC, Pursuant to Chapter 11.6 of the Code of Iowa, was accepted upon motions by Johnson and Walker, and by unanimous vote of the Council.  
Resolution No. 2017-07; a Resolution to Adopt a “Contract for Law Enforcement Services” between the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore, was considered.  Per the contract, annual compensation to the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office will be in the amount of $2,000 for the 2017-18 Fiscal Year.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution No. 2017-07 which adopts a “Contract for Law Enforcement Services” between the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Resolution No. 2017-07 was adopted.

The Mayor and Council reviewed the fiscal year 2017-2018 budget estimates which include itemized expenditures of up to $100,000 for street repairs, $60,000 toward the purchase of a new loader, $25,000 toward acquisition of a (natural) gas sniffer, and $10,000 for camera work to investigate sanitary and storm sewers. Following a report by the Clerk and discussion by the Council, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to set the estimated tax levy for FY 2017-18 at $14.50  per $1,000 valuation on regular property, which is down from the rate of  $15.47 per $1,000 valuation (regular property) currently being assessed in the 2016-17 budget year.  The decrease is aided in part by the taxable valuation of the community being raised by the County Assessor to $10,994,151 from the previous rate of $10,923,740.  Roll call vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none. Motion carried.

The Council then set Monday, March 6, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a Public Hearing to be held for the proposed 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Budget.  Notice of same will be published in the February 23, 2017 edition of the West Bend Journal.  The next regular Council meeting will coincide with the Budget Public Hearing as it will be the first Monday of the month, namely March 6, 2017 beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Whittemore’s “Community Events” schedule for February 2017 was reviewed.  

There were no City Committee reports.
Councilman Johnson inquired about the status of rebates available to patrons of Whittemore Municipal Utilities; the Clerk reported she continues to investigate.
The Mayor and Council completed a “Sample Survey of Question for Local Public Officials” to assist in their awareness of natural gas pipeline safety.  Supt. Meyer then discussed a requirement of any new natural gas service where the City (if asked to do so by the customer) must provide an excess flow valve for control of shutting down the flow of gas in the case of an emergency.  The customer would be responsible for the cost of installation of the EFV.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.  Councilmen Schneider and Lancaster will act as the City of Whittemore’s representative at “Housing Needs Assessment” meeting beginning at 9:00 a.m. on February 9 at the K/PACEDC office in Algona.  
The Clerk reported receiving a request to use the Whittemore Community Center for off-season youth wrestling practice this summer.  Storage of the mat(s) would be questionable but can be worked out.  Council encourages the group to work out a scheduling system similar to that which is arranged by the Little League coaches for use of the indoor batting cage.  
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the February 6, 2017 regular meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

