MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, January 5, 2017 – 5:30 P.M.

Mayor Daniel J. Elbert called to order the first regular Council meeting of the New Year on Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Members present were Council members Stuart Simonson, Karla Walker, and Becky Lancaster.   Absent:  Tim Schneider and Rod Johnson.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

In his opening statement Mayor Elbert expressed his hope that everyone had a good Christmas and New Year’s season and announced it was his 37th January meeting at the Whittemore City Hall Council table.
There were no persons present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

The minutes of the December 5, 2016 regular meeting were approved as published in the December 15, 2016 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month December, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $26134.93; Electric $59543.19; Electric System Improvement Projects $7.15; Gas $42034.76; Water $13468.42; Sewer Rental $3580.46; Solid Waste $5279.59; Payroll $25533.76; Equipment $2860.24; Special Account $97.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $245.00; Road Use Tax $10282.86; Customer Deposit $0.00; Debt Service $250.62; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $1834.67; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $148.11; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.02.  After review and questions regarding disbursements, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to accept the December, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer’s reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., December natural gas purchases, reservation charges and service fee $25166.48; Total all employee wages (including Mayor & Council 4th quarter 2016) $12806.02; Employee Bonuses $2525.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, November sales taxes $2214.00; Sandy Long, reimbursements at Library $88.83; Joy Metzger, reimbursements at Library $27.76; K-Mart, DVDs and program supplies $124.49; U S Bank Equipment, copier contract $85.85; MicroMarketing, audiobook $29.99; Algona Publishing, subscription renewal $59.00; Good Housekeeping, subscription renewal $14.95; Consumer Reports, subscription renewal $99.00; Center Point Large Print, large print books $86.28; Cengage Learning, large print books $121.44; Baker & Taylor, books $797.55; Beverly Walker, repair two shooting star Christmas decorations $90.00; Brown Supply Co. snowplow blades $655.00; Presto-X, monthly pest control $87.55; Fastenal, j-bolts $14.06; Kossuth Co. Economic Development Corp., Whittemore’s share of annual virus protection $36.00; Community Lumber, bolts $4.38; Tascha Wykoff, December cleaning at Community Center $150.00; Emagine, website update $37.50; Bryan Meyer, meeting/mileage reimbursement $103.60; Supplies N’More, office supplies at Light Plant $10.00; Kriz-Davis Co., electric distribution materials $161.46; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $30,760.48; DGR Engineering, Electric System Improvement Projects professional services $5,643.98; A I Processors, UPS postage charges for sample testing $9.73; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals $439.86; Elbert Bros. Well Drilling, pressure guage and backhoe/labor services $418.69; and Mangold Environmental Testing, testing $84.00.  

Also, Shamrock Recycling Inc., recyclables processing fee $108.36; City of Spencer, landfill fees $972.35; Arnold Motor Supply, equipment filters and oil $55.08; Tom Eischen Sales, Toro mower repair/maintenance $40.00; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, repair brake release valve & block heater on Garbage Truck $819.74; Bomgaars, materials for Shop, Street Sweeper repair and Community Center $380.69; Schmitt Hardware, December statement $168.42; Mary Schulz, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $217.25; Northwest Communications, December services $301.32; Randy Mueller, December snow removal services $180.00; West Bend Journal, October and November publications $404.00; Aramark Uniform Service, December services $312.85; Counsel Office, 4th quarter copier clicks $79.66; E-Pride Office Products, City Hall office supplies $95.83; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, NESC Overview & Significant Revisions (electric) meeting registration (B Meyer); NCISA safety workshop/meeting dues $1,346.66; MaxYield Cooperative, December fuel statement $899.11; Card Services, December charges at Library and Electric/Water meeting charges $428.69; Barco Municipal Products, tripod & 3-way rescue device; equipment to be shared with Whittemore Fire Dept. & Rescue Service (purchased in part with a $2,000 grant from the Palo Alto County Gaming Commission) $2,667.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,385.17; and City of Whittemore, December petty cash expenses $214.08.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Builder’s Permit applications were submitted for Council consideration:


Clifton Gross:  Replace fiberglass garage door with steel (insulated) door of same size.  All work to be completed at 108 Fourth Street.


Ibis Romero:  Install fence in front yard for a dog kennel 3’ off the west property line at 415 Clay Street.

Upon review of city code and similar past applications, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the application by Clifton Gross but to DENY the application by Ibis Romero.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The Council does not want pet enclosure fencing placed in a front yard of any property when a rear yard is available and the area can be used for the same purpose.  Also, the fence will cause snowbank problems for said property owner and also his neighbors.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Supt. Meyer spoke of a letter the City sent to DGR Engineering regarding equipment problems experienced at the D. Michael Mosbach farm this fall, which are believed to be caused by Aevenia when they rewired the farmstead for the electric system improvements project.  No word has been received from either company regarding a resolution to the repair expenses.  Meyer also reported DGR Engineering is working on getting the project’s final paperwork completed in a timely manner over the next few weeks.

Council discussed the “Discounted Equity Initiative Proposal” offer from MaxYield Cooperative.  Keeping with the opinion that the City of Whittemore will be in existence for many years to come, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker not to accept the MaxYield offer.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk’s office has been notified by Jen Petersen that she will not be able to serve as manager at the Whittemore Swimming Pool during the 2017 season.  Upon further discussion, city officials were directed to post notice of the need for a mature adult and qualified individuals to serve as a manager and lifeguards at the pool this summer.  Employment applications are available on the community’s website or by calling City Hall during regular office hours.
Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve renewal applications for a Class C Liquor license and a Sunday Sale Privilege by T & S Ventures, Inc., DBA “Pitchers” for a one-year period February 4, 2017 through February 3, 2018.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The process of issuing or renewing all license permits with the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division is electronically completed over the Internet.

Considered next were large and/or unusual expenditures to be included in the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year budget for the City of Whittemore.  Item or project costs to be built into the new budget include $100,000 for street repairs with the cost to be divided between the General Fund and Road Use Tax fund; obtain bids for waxing of the floor at the Community Center; $10,000 for camera work in storm sewer lines; and price estimates for the cost of a new loader to replace the existing Case unit that was purchased (new) in October, 2002.
Mayor and Council heard a report by municipal workers concerning problems with collecting solid waste and other materials at AI Processors.  As the plant has increased their production, current waste storage units are no longer adequate for the extra volume.  City staff to write a letter to management regarding the issue and defining the city’s expectations along with the plant’s responsibilities for weekly collection of materials.  Clerk Farrell spoke of having discussed with Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling the possibility of starting up a route of collect cardboard from interested business entities.  Mr. Flannegan is waiting to see what the final DNR mandates will be regarding the disposal of old corrugated cardboard.
Supt. Meyer also noted that if the icy conditions continue through the upcoming winter months, the city’s five-bin recycling unit will need to be temporarily moved back to its previous location (near the digital sign north of City Hall) as the City is having difficulties backing the container up the hill and into its current parking space near the maintenance shed.  Residents are also reminded that NO BIO HAZARDOUS MEDICAL WASTE can be accepted at the recycling bin.

Plans are in the works to develop an informative monthly or quarterly newsletter to be included with the utility bills as another means of communicating with citizens.
The upcoming “January 2017” Calendar of Events was reviewed.  The 17th Annual Whittemore Chili Cook-Off Contest will be held on Saturday the 21st and this year three “Master Judges” will be determining the “Judge’s Choice” winner.

The next regular Council meeting is scheduled to be held on Monday, February 6, 2017 beginning at 5:30  p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no City Committee reports to be heard.

Councilperson Walker brought forward a discussion regarding local residents who are leaving the designated “Truck Routes” and driving/parking their semi cabs and/or trailers on city streets overnight.  This action is in direct violation of Whittemore CITY CODE and Walker has been receiving complaints from neighbors about drivers creating excessive noise and damaging the streets.  The Clerk was instructed to write a letter to all local truckers; if they continue to ignore the City’s requests regarding rules associated with the “Truck Route”, further action will be taken and “Nuisance Notices” (and fines) will be forthcoming.
Interested parties are reminded that January 15, 2017 is the deadline to submit any applications for grant monies to be considered in the Kossuth County Community Foundation 2017 award cycle.  Also, January 18, 2017 will be the deadline to submit projects to be considered for funding by the Don J. Whittemore Endowment fund.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Mayor declared the January 5, 2017 meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

