MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 5, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, December 5, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Rod Johnson, Karla Walker, and Becky Lancaster.  Others in attendance included Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the Public Comments portion of this meeting.

The minutes of the November 7, 2016 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the November 17, 2016 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2016 were reviewed.  Transfers and Receipts as follows: General $16828.08; Electric $55388.15; Electric System Improvement Project $7.51; Gas $37355.06; Water $13254.47; Sewer Rental $3340.34; Solid Waste $4772.05; Payroll $18031.64; Equipment $2500.42; Special Account $156.28; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $515.00; Road Use Tax $none; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $300.05; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2950.00; Library Renovation Savings $0.04; Library Regular $7133.90; Community Enhancement $none; Little League Savings $0.02.  The Clerk explained there were still problems with water tower repairs last month, so the invoice was not paid.  The tank’s leak has been fixed and the bill from McGuire Iron is now included in the next agenda item.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Walker to accept the November, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following bills were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services and charges $25166.31; Total (all) Employee Wages $10042.70; Total (all) contract labor $22.50; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2582.00; RD Drenkow, November cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Agri-Services of North Iowa, tire repair $44.00; American Test Center, annual safety inspection $450.00; Aramark Uniform Service, November service $188.46; Arnold Motor Supply, Street Sweeper repair materials $3.26; Baker & Taylor, books $529.16; Bomgaars, November charges $266.83; Brown Supply, couplings $116.10; Bryan Meyer, mileage reimbursement $115.85; Canadian Pacific Railroad, land rent for 2017 $30.00; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; City of Spencer, November landfill fees $1252.47; City of Whittemore, utilities $2965.07; City of Whittemore, November petty cash expenses $272.10; Cook’s Scrap Iron, shop materials $42.46; and Counsel Office, contract for copies $88.73.

Also, DGR Engineering, professional services thru 10-31-16 $1347.50; Data Technologies Inc., 2017 Summit License/Support $2396.21; Ernie Williams Ltd., repair water pump/Street Sweeper $322.20; Evans Sign & Display, Christmas light bulb inventory $254.78; Guideposts, book $17.74; Hawkins Inc., pump tube $88.40; Health Magazine, subscription renewal $10.00; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, (Natural Gas) Regulator & Relief Valve Inspection $1023.80; Joy Metzger, mileage reimbursement $17.74; K-Mart, November charges $180.62; Kriz-Davis Co., parts/tools $1589.39; Maguire Iron Inc., water tower interior inspection/repair/cleaning/painting (per contract) $60395.00; Martha Stewart Living, subscription renewal $29.00; MaxYield Cooperative, November statement $919.36; Spencer Menards, banquet tables at Fire Department $98.96; Micro Marketing, audio books $181.94; NAPA Auto Parts, November statement $90.20; Northwest Communications, November services $256.68; Presto-X, November pest control $87.55; Printing Services, Inc., office supplies $32.78; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $29008.84; Sandy Long, mileage/meeting expense reimbursement $443.96; Schmitt Hardware, November statement $314.09; Seventeen, subscription renewal $16.02; Shamrock Recycling Inc., November processing fee $108.36; Tascha Wykoff, October and November cleaning services $300.00; Terry’s Welding, repair street sweeper $907.37; US Bank Equipment; Library copier contract $85.85; Wentzel’s True Value, pest control $4.99; West Bend Print Shop, envelopes $84.00; Northwest Communications, Library computer digital sign service/repair $697.75; and Card Services, November charges $622.30.
Upon motions by Schneider and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed claims were paid.
There were two applications for Builder’s Permits:


Ron Kollasch Shop:  Place a secure storage unit at 316 Railroad Street as a permanent means of keeping furniture and other items related to the business at 400 Broad Street.


Rebecca Lancaster:  Install a storm door at 705 Third Street (Condo #1).

Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to approve the applications for Builder’s Permits as submitted by the respective property owners.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and (water) disconnects were ordered.

Supt. Meyer gave an update on the Whittemore Municipal Utilities “Electric Service Projects”.  Improvements are 95% complete.  The generator is now compatible with the new system; a laptop computer or tablet will be needed if only one person is available to bring the generator on line as the switchgear room is now located across the street from the unit.  The purchase of such an electronic was approved.

A completed report for the 2016-17 heating season “Forward Priced” natural gas volumes, purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore, was evaluated.  The average price of storage natural gas purchased is at $2.57 per MCF. 

Upon motions by Simonson and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the current three-year lease for the City-owned parcel of hay ground rented by Tim Allen of rural Whittemore is renewed; terms of the current agreement to remain in effect January 1 thru December 31, 2017.
Council then reviewed the new “Contract for Sanitary Landfill Services” agreement between the City of Spencer, Iowa and the City of Whittemore.  The new contract reflects a 3% increase in per-ton fees for the period July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2020.  The City currently pays $49.12 per ton for each ton of solid waste delivered to the landfill near Graettinger.  Added to the per-ton charges are all governmentally mandated taxes or fees.  
Supt. Meyer spoke of changes coming to the landfill, which will phase out and eliminate the collection of corrugated cardboard and E-waste effective January 1, 2018.  A 55-page feasibility study identified old corrugated cardboard (OCC) and electronic waste (E-waste) as materials to be considered for disposal diversion from the Northern Plains Regional Planning landfill.   Council discussed the item, but made no decisions on means of compliance at this time.  Citizens and businesses in Whittemore will be kept informed of cardboard stipulations and regulations as they become available.  Large cardboard users/producers are urged to seek alternate means of disposal or recycling for their private or commercial needs.  
Resolution No. 2016-23 was introduced; a Resolution Adopting the FY 2018-2020 “Contract for Sanitary Landfill Services” between the City of Spencer, Iowa and the City of Whittemore, Iowa.  As the Council agrees to the terms and has the intention of passing along increases in cost to the consumer, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to accept the contract for sanitary landfill services.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried, whereby Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-23 duly adopted.
Upon motions by Schneider and Johnson and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 21, 2017 for the 17th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club.

Angle parking was suggested by the Council as an assignment for painted (parking) spaces on the east side of the property at 400 Broad Street; the owners to be contacted for their input before municipal workers make the permanent markings.

Council then considered the 2017 Rental Rates at the Whittemore Community Center.  Following a brief discussion, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider, to keep the rates the same as those charged in 2015 and 2016; the rental fees at the Whittemore Community Center for calendar year 2017 are as follows: 

Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $100.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

Winter Rate (November 1 – April 1):  $250.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Summer Rate (April 2 – October 31):  $200.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  $30.00 minimum rental plus $3.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $35.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November through March):  $15.00 per person, per season

Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  The new LED overhead lights at the Community Center are scheduled to be installed as soon as possible.

The December “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  The 17th Annual “It’s A Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street” was held December 2, and although the crowd in attendance seemed to be down a little from years past, the event was deemed a success.  Santa is scheduled to visit Whittemore one last time on Saturday, December 17, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the American Legion Hall.

Due to the New Year’s Holiday falling on the first Monday, the next regular meeting of the Whittemore City Council is scheduled to be held on Thursday, January 5, 2017 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no Council Committee reports to be heard.

Councilman Johnson brought forward a discussion regarding animal licensing fees. He stated he has been asked in the past, where does the money go that is paid to license local dogs and cats.  He and the Council respond that the fees received for such registration are deposited into the General Fund.  This fund assists in operating the Library, Swimming Pool, Noah’s Park, Community Center, etc.

Municipal employee James Zinnel reported a quote to the Council from L & G Inc. for replacing the sewer line from the east end of Broad Street through the pasture to the pump house at the Sewer Lagoon.  Without the specs from an engineer, it is difficult to estimate the cost.  However, rough calculations would put the replacement of the line at $30-$40 per foot (estimate 4,000+ ft.  from start to finish) and approximately $8,000 per manhole (four total).  Supt. Meyer would also like to see the cost of a grinder (installed to help prevent problems with the grates and pumps) included in the project.  No action was taken at this time, but Meyer believes 90% of the I&I problems at the lagoon are being caused by the aforementioned tile, and replacing it would solve a lot of worries for the City as far as the Department of Natural Resources is concerned.
Interested parties are reminded that January 15, 2017 is the deadline to submit any applications for grant monies to be considered in the Kossuth County Community Foundation 2017 award cycle.  Also, January 18, 2017 will be the deadline to submit projects to be considered for funding by the Don J. Whittemore Endowment fund.

The Clerks are looking into an on-line paying service called “GovPayNet” for people to pay their utility bills 24 hrs a day/7 days a week electronically with debit, credit, or pre-paid debit cards.  

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

At 6:35 P.M. motion made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to enter into CLOSED SESSION to review Resolution No. 2016-22, a Resolution Setting Employee Wages for FY 2016-2017 effective December 1, 2016.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  At 6:50 P.M, upon motions by Schneider and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of those present, Council returned to OPEN SESSION.  

Action taken during CLOSED SESSION:  motion by Simonson and second by Walker and by unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2016-22; a Resolution Setting Employee Wages for Fiscal Year 2017, effective December 1, 2016, stands as adopted during the November 7, 2017 regular meeting.  Although a temporary injunction is in place for the “New Overtime Rules” enacted by the U. S. Department of Labor, Superintendent of Utilities Bryan Meyer’s wage to increase to the new threshold for salaried employees under the Fair Labor Standards Act of $47,476 annually (effective 12-1-16).  Meyer to receive no Christmas bonus in December, 2016.  Council awarded the remaining municipal and Library employees an annual Christmas bonus, with the Library employees amounts pre-determined by their Board of Directors.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Mayor declared the December 5, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 6:50 P.M.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

