MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, October 3, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, October 3, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council members Simonson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members Absent:  Schneider and Johnson.  Others in attendance included Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

As no representatives of Farm & Home Services could be in attendance this evening to discuss the upcoming renewal of the employee health and dental insurance plan, no action was taken on this agenda item this month.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the September 7, 2016 regular meeting were approved as published in the September 22, 2016 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Reports for September, 2016 were presented.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $25021.55; Electric $68216.76; Electric System Improvements Project $11.23; Gas $29574.33; Water $13973.18; Sewer Rental $3404.42; Solid Waste $5184.46; Payroll $19806.34; Equipment $1748.96; Special Account $77.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $100.00; Road Use Tax $6499.82; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $172.59; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.19; Library Regular $8284.09; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.02. Clerk Farrell noted property tax receipts would be forthcoming from the County Treasurer during the months of October and November.  Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to accept the September, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
With the meeting date being early in the month, a limited number of regular bills were available for consideration.  The following claims were submitted for payment: 
Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $20565.11; Total (all) Employee Wages $11246.23; Total (all) Contract Labor $27.00; R D Drenkow, September cafeteria plan withholdings $317.35; Northwest Communications, September services $271.27; Card Services, spine board at Pool, meeting expenses $729.73; Treasurer, State of Iowa, August sales taxes $2267.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $84.70; U.S. Bank Equipment, copier equipment rent $85.85; Guideposts, books $35.48; Baker & Taylor, books $554.22; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; MidAmerica Books, children’s books $241.30; MicroMarketing, audio books $75.97; The Library Store, office supplies $205.92; Gale Cengage Learning, large-print books $60.72; K-Mart, DVDs and cleaning supplies $59.46; Bugs N’Stuff, pest control $150.00; Kossuth County Emergency Management, 2017 civil defense dues $226.80; Blacktop Service Company, FY17 road repairs payment $25,000.00; GrassMasters, prep/seed old tennis court area $420.00; T&R Electric, 500 KVA three-phase padmount $3260.00; and Kriz-Davis Co., electric distribution materials $210.25.

Also, DGR Engineering, professional services thru August 31, 2016 $1302.88; Tegra Corporation $3768.88; Van-Hof Trucking, Inc., trucking of water plant salt $506.92; Hawkins, chemicals at Water Plant $277.61; Hach Co., chemicals at Water Plant $371.33; Iowa Department of Natural Services, annual water use fee for calendar year 2017 $66.00; Jack’s OK Tire Service, two new tires on Ambulance $407.17; Julie Howe, customer deposit refund $150.00; Utility Sales & Service Inc., regulator $941.49; Aramark Uniform Services, September services $283.15; Northwest Communications, September services $332.62; Mangold Environmental Testing, Swimming Pool and water testing $215.00; E-Pride Office Products, supplies at City Hall $48.54; Bomgaars, tie down ratchets, fence stretcher, sump pump at Pool $247.13; L & G Inc., pea rock/roadstone materials $327.01; North Iowa Lumber & Design, shelving at Light Plant $18.90; Fastenal, chain hoist $299.99; Mid-American Research Chemical, weed killer and brake/parts cleaner $609.77; Tascha Wykoff, September cleaning at Community Center $150.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $34791.61; West Bend Journal, September publications $335.70; K-Mart, DVDs and supplies at Library $125.41; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., 2003 pickup service $60.05; Shamrock Recycling Inc., September recyclables processing $108.36; Presto X, Maintenance Shed pest control $87.55; City of Spencer, September landfill fees $946.52; City of Whittemore, utilities $2616.09; and City of Whittemore, September petty cash expenses total $254.94.
Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to pay the above-named bills, plus any other regular bills approved by city staff in a timely manner.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Five Builder’s Permit Applications were presented for Council consideration:


Adolph “Ernie” Kurtz:  Erect a hoop building (12x24) anchored to the ground at 206 Palo Alto Street to be used as storage for cars during the winter months.

Maria Bargas:  Replace old and put in concrete for a new sidewalk in front of property at 407 Clay Street.


Maria Bargas:  Construct a 15x30 garage, in front of existing garage on property at 407 Clay Street.


Perry Radig:  Remove old and apply new vinyl siding; replace existing windows with units of same size and remove/install new storm door on south porch.  All work to be completed at 602 Kossuth.


Larry Johnson:  Construct an 18x18 addition to south side of the existing house (no basement) at 91 Palo Alto Street.  
As Larry Johnson wanted to begin his project prior to this meeting’s date, advance approval was sought and received by three Council members on September 23, 2016.

Council then discussed the application by Maria Bargas to construct a 15x30 garage on their property at 407 Clay Street.  The measurements would extend the proposed structure past the front of the house at this location, and it would also fill a large majority of the (front) yard green space. 

After due consideration, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to approve all of the applications as listed above, with the exception of Maria Bargas to construct a 15x30 garage at 407 Clay Street; the Council to only allow the property owner to build in line with the existing porch on the north side of the home.  Also, Council will allow the new garage to only be covered with regulated house siding, but a tin roof is acceptable.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Schneider and Johnson.  Motion carried; Supt. Meyer to contact Maria Bargas with the Council’s final decision.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Supt. Meyer reported good progress has been made with items pertaining to the Whittemore Municipal Utilities Electric Service projects. The refurbished generator water pumps will be hoisted back into the basement of the light plant this week, and hopefully (before October 15) the generator should be up and ready to be tested with the new system.

In the residential area, per request of an Iowa Utilities Board inspector, an overhead service at 514 Fifth Street is being converted to underground.  The property owner is responsible for the cost of trenching and hiring of a qualified electrician to do the connecting; the City will provide the meter socket and wire.
As there were two Council members absent from this meeting, no action was taken on the agenda item to consider establishment of a “Storm Water Utility Fee” for users within the city limits of Whittemore; matter to be addressed at a future meeting.
Discussion following regarding the need for an upgrade to the waterway channel that exits east at the north end of Second Street.  Municipal workers to obtain an estimate for a concrete spillway-type drainage system to handle the rushing water that erodes the ground from the street out into the pasture.  Putting the curb back in place was also considered.

After last week’s 7+ inch rainfall residents are reminded that the storm sewer system empties to Lotts Creek and works from the east side of Whittemore (First Street) to the west side of town (Seventh Street); it just takes time before the water exits streets and basements.

Council reviewed a “Request for Funding” letter from Kossuth County Economic Development Corp for the 2017 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees.  As the breakfast is held annually in Whittemore and the occasion brings 125+ people into the community the morning of the event, motion was made Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to pledge $750.00 toward the KCEDC 2017 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  This is a great opportunity for the city to showcase our beautiful community!

Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to approve the annual electronic renewal applications for a Class C Liquor License and a Sunday Sales Privilege by Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion for their property at 601 Broad Street.  Current licenses are set to expire on November 11, 2016.  Upon unanimous vote, motion carried and the Clerk was instructed to submit Local Authority APPROVAL of the application.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were set for Monday, November 7, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street in Whittemore.  The meeting with precede the General Election to be held on Tuesday, November 8.  Everyone is urged to vote in this important election where the president of the United States will be chosen.  Candidates in the election are Republican Donald Trump and Democrat Hilary Clinton.
The October, 2016 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.  Trick ‘r Treat is scheduled to be held on Monday, October 31 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Residents wanting to greet costumed guests should leave their porch lights “ON” during the designated time.

There were no City Committee reports.  
The Clerk was given a list of residents who are to be sent a letter regarding mowing and upkeep of their properties.
Supt. Meyer reported the materials sitting on the north end of Third Street are related to the upcoming interior water tower inspection and cleaning by Maguire Iron of Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Citizens will be asked to conserve water for the duration of the work as the system will only be pumping off the Variable Frequency Drives at the Water Plant, which were installed last year for said purpose.  Once the system goes down to zero pressure a routine DNR-required “Boil Order” will be put into effect.  Further information will be made available as the work progresses over the next three-week’s time period.

Municipal workers will be replacing the water line to the residence at 203 Kossuth Street in the near future.

The Whittemore Fire Department and Ambulance Service were congratulated for acquiring the Mercy Life Flight helicopter for a practice emergency scenario at Noah’s Park on Monday, September 26.  It was a learning experience for the department members and EMTs, and also the public in general.

The property owner has agreed to remove the fast-growing trees that are planted in her back yard, under the City’s electric lines, at 508 Fourth Street.  The trees were an infraction to the City during a recent Iowa Utilities Board inspection; the City to remove the trees and charge her a minimal fee for the service.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the October 3, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

