MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, September 7, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Wednesday, September 7, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Elbert presiding.  Members present were Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.   Others in attendance included Ron and Kim Kollasch, Sandy Long, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during this portion of the meeting.

Ron and Kim Kollasch attended to discuss their plans for the building they have purchased from Ralph “Gene” and Bev Walker at 400 Broad Street in downtown Whittemore.  It is their intention to open a crafting/repurposing/renovating retail business to be named “400 Rustic Station”, and they also plan on becoming the new caretakers of the area known as “Time Square”.  The Easement Agreement for the property known as “Time Square” that was previously held between the City of Whittemore and the Walkers is to be extended for legal use between the Kollaschs and the City of Whittemore.
Motion was then made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to grant Ron and Kim Kollasch participation in the 12-month “New Commercial Business” economic development utilities incentive program offered by the City of Whittemore.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  

Per their Builder’s Permit application, which was submitted and approved at the August 3, 2016 regular meeting, Ron and Kim Kollasch plan on replacing the roof of the building at 400 Broad Street.

The Council then heard a building renovation update by Sandy Long, Director of the Whittemore Public Library.  She explained the exterior portion (new windows and siding) has been completed by Dave Koppen Construction; the bushes have been removed and it is hoped this work solves some of the entry way problems and snowbank issues on the west side of the property. The main door is still in need of replacement and the contractors and Board of Directors are worried about the flooring and what problems they might discover when they go to renovate the area.  Sandy Long will keep the Council posted as the project progresses.

The minutes of the August 3, 2016 Regular Council meeting and the August 22, 2016 Special Council meeting were approved as published in the August 18 and September 1, 2016 editions of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of August, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $5573.42; Electric $65022.21; Electric System Improvements Project:  $9.92; Gas $29056.60; Water $13085.83; Sewer Rental $3119.94; Solid Waste $4931.17; Payroll $23308.04; Equipment $1591.35; Special Account $97.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $165.00; Road Use Tax $6892.5; Customer Deposit $150.00; Debt Service $none; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.25; Library Regular $296.41; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $600.01. Clerk Farrell noted the family of Noah Reisner has again donated $600.00 to the City for use in the Little League program. Also, even though the weather turned inclement on the day of the annual Swimming Pool fundraiser and the event had to be moved indoors to the Fire Station on August 10, a total of $1,720.00 was raised!  Proceeds will be used to update equipment at the facility.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to accept the August, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following bills were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy, reservation & service charges and natural gas purchased $17018.91; Total (all) Employee Wages $14404.25; Total (all) Contract Labor $36.00; Farmers State Bank, returned check fee $10.70; Treasurer, State of Iowa, July sales taxes $2228.00; Jeff Schuller, refund of Customer Deposit $225.00; R D Drenkow, cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Sandy Long, reimbursement for DVDs/meeting expenses $347.18; Iowa Library Association, conference registration $196.00; The Library Store, office supplies $177.11;Degen Extinguisher & Repair, annual inspection of fire extinguishers $27.00; Demco, office supplies $90.60; Country Woman, two-year subscription renewal $29.98; Mother Earth News, two-year subscription renewal $27.00; Family Handyman, one-year subscription renewal $22.98; Des Moines Register, one-year subscription renewal $324.03; State Library of Iowa, FY17 Bridges E-Book Subscription Content Fees $287.36; State Library of Iowa, FY17 Bridges E-Book Subscription Platform Fees $58.00; State Library of Iowa, FY17 EBSCOHost Database Subscription Fees $50.20; Counsel, copier clicks at Library $10.41; US Bank Equipment, copier leasing $85.85; Northwest Communications, power pack $81.02; MicroMarketing, audio books $79.98; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; Gale/Cengage, large print books $60.72; Baker & Taylor, books $257.28; Dave Koppen Construction, labor to remove old windows & install new; new trim; new boards and wrap on exterior; removed and installed new siding along with flashing, taped all insulation seams & caulked windows; materials included $24,349.49; Lonza/Arch Chemicals, Inc., chemicals at Swimming Pool $1,650.00; Presto-X, pest control in Maintenance Shed $87.55; Fareway, food/water purchased for Swimming Pool fundraiser meal $70.66; Bomgaars, potting soil for plants at digital sign $51.96; Farm & Home Services, insurance (marquee sign delete/digital sign and new WFD rescue truck added) $668.00; Creative Stitches, reorder/additional Swimming Pool fundraiser t-shirts $225.00; KCEDC, update LOIS website information $30.00; Tascha Wykoff, August cleaning at Community Center $150.00; Kossuth County Treasurer, 2016-17 drainage tax assessments $20.00; and Skarshaug Testing Laboratory, clean/new electric distribution equipment $181.63.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $38,417.08; Quality Pump & Control, water recirculation pump repairs $745.00; DGR Engineering, professional services thru July 31, 2016 $2,047.72; Corn Belt Power Co-Op, install a two-way switch and modify line in order for the City of Whittemore to connect their substation to Corn Belt’s line $61,920.71; Aevenia, Electric System Improvements Project distribution work Pay Estimate No. 5 $113,953.01; Kossuth Regional Health Center, random drug testing $25.00; Hach Company, chemicals $345.47; 
Hawkins, Inc., chemicals $242.65; Vessco, Inc., temperature indicator at Water Plant $427.32; Mangold Environmental Testing Inc., wastewater testing $42.00; Shamrock Recycling Inc., recyclables processing fees $108.36; City of Spencer, August landfill fees $1,504.05; Jennifer Niebuhr, customer deposit refund $775.00; Humboldt Blacktop Service Co., payment on FY17 streets blacktopping work $25,000.00; Lacal Equipment Inc., Street Sweeper brooms $549.32; Arnold Motor Supply, Street Sweeper belts and materials on recycling trailer $70.54; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, repair part for Street Sweeper $42.29; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., install air valve on Street Sweeper $200.40; Schmitt Hardware, August statement including repairs at Water Plant $770.60; Aramark Uniform Services, August rugs, mops and uniforms $223.16; Kriz-Davis Co., triplex wire; LED light bulbs/reflectors for use at Community Center $8,536.08; L & G Inc., north “Welcome to Whittemore” landscaping; remove/haul away tennis court surface and cover with black dirt/grade out area $5,615.11; Iowa One Call, locates $18.00; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Safety course fees $332.68; Northwest Communications, internet, FAX and landline telephone services $271.27; E-Pride Office, office supplies $39.00; Iowa Utilities Board, Iowa Energy Center & Global/Regional Environmental Research annual assessments $1,040.00; Bryan Meyer, semi-annual cell phone reimbursement $90.00; James Zinnel, semi-annual cell phone reimbursement $90.00; Storey Kenworthy/Matt Parrott, 5,500 check blanks $784.07; West Bend Journal, August publications $140.11; Treasurer, State of Iowa, August sales taxes $2,267.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,644.00; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $251.16; Card Services, purchases on credit card as spine board/cover at Pool, bulbs, SRP Pizza, books, gas/meal $729.73; and MaxYield Cooperative, August fuel statement $876.41.
Supt. Meyer noted Grass Masters will be drilling grass seed into the area that formerly held the east side of the tennis courts.  Also, the electric substation south of town will need some additional grading as water is standing after heavy rains this past weekend.  The original contractor, Erpelding Excavating in Algona, has been contacted about the problem.

Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to pay the above-listed claims for payment, along with any routine bills received prior to September 10.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted by the following individuals:


Tim Schneider:  Replace existing driveway with new concrete (same size).  All work at 507 Sixth Street.


Dan & Jackie Smith:  Pour a 12’x14’ concrete slab to square off existing patio area on east side of house, replacing paver sidewalk with concrete.  All work at 501 Fifth Street.


Brent Opheim:  Replace two over-head garage doors with units of same size at 519 Fifth Street.


Liz Erdman:  Replace with new, the existing overhead garage door at 615 Second Street.


Ernie & Ann Kurtz:  Install concrete pad on east side of home between bushes and house (4’x6’) to serve as a base for trash cans.  All work at 513 Third Street.

Upon motions by Simonson and Johnson and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed applications were approved and Builder’s Permits were granted.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

The Clerk was instructed to send a letter to the property owner at 203 Kossuth Street regarding their unkempt lawn and giving them five days to mow it or the city will do so for them and charge their utility account accordingly.
Officials discussed the Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service projects and the progress that has been made since connecting to Corn Belt Power.  Councilman Johnson noted the new electric feed to town should see minimal future outages for the community.  Supt. Meyer reported that distribution work by Aevenia is for the most part complete and that HK Scholz will be in town to connect the generator to the new system as soon as possible, once the diesel pumps have been rebuilt.
Resolution No. 2016-18; a Resolution to Review/Approve Pay Request No. 5 by Aevenia in the amount of $113,953.01 of the Whittemore Electric System Improvements Project 2015-2016 was introduced. This request by Aevenia is for their distribution work of the project and represents 95% of the total amount bid for their work.  Expected final contract cost is projected to be $461,453.95.  Per prior-approval by project engineer Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker to endorse Pay Request No. 5 by Aevenia in the amount of $113,953.01.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-18 duly adopted.

Council reviewed Change Order No. 1 by Aevenia (adding $23,463.91) to the Underground Distribution and 4,160 voltage conversion portion of the Whittemore Electric System Improvements Project 2015-2016.  A break-down of the added cost was considered; as Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering has signed off on the change order thereby recommending payment of the request, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to approve Change Order No. 1 allowing the addition of $23,463.91 to the project cost.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The forward priced natural gas volumes purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore were noted for the record.  

Resolution No. 2016-17; a Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2015-2016 City Street Financial Report for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, was introduced.  The annual report was reviewed by the Council and upon motions by Walker and Lancaster and a unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2016-17 was declared adopted.

At this time the Mayor and Council reviewed the terms of the City of Whittemore CDBG Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program “Administrative Plan” as it pertains to the 2012 Five-Year Housing Loan for the property at 617 Broad Street.  As the improvements that were made to the home through the 2012-13 Rehabilitation Program allowed the owners to sell the property for a profit when they moved from the area, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster requesting the total balance of the loan in the amount of $9,978.71 be paid back to the City of Whittemore in its entirety.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  
Upon motions by Walker and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, with Johnson abstaining,  Resolution No. 2016-19; a Resolution Approving an Application for Tax Abatement under the City of Whittemore’s Urban Revitalization Plan was adopted.  The application was made by Rodney and Sondra Johnson for additional living space and a three-stall garage added to their existing property at 510 Second Street.  The Clerk to forward necessary paperwork on to the Kossuth County Assessor’s Office for further processing.

The date, time and place of the next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 3, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street, Whittemore.
The September “Calendar of Events” reads as follows:


“First Thursday Coffee” was held on September 1.  It was held at Time Square and served as an “Open House” in honor of Gene & Bev Walker’s 50th year in business!!


BB Gun Safety Course will be held on Saturday, September 10 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at County-owned Siems Park.  Contact person for registration is Tim Allen.


St. Michael’s Parish “Feast Day” Breakfast & Quilt Raffle will be held on September 25 from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m.  Breakfast is served by members of the men’s Holy Name Society and women of the Rosary Society also host a Bake Sale.  There are raffle items, too!

The Labor Day electric outage on September 5 in the southwest part of town was discussed.  The power failure was caused by a lightning strike near 501 Clay Street, and it took the fuse out of the pole behind A I Processors.  Repairs were made in a timely manner.
Picnic tables at Noah’s Park have been put away for the winter; the wooden bench at the playground needs to be taken out of service as it has rotted but the memorial plaque will be saved.  Cleaning up and winterizing at the Swimming Pool will be underway shortly. 

There followed a discussion regarding electric lines that are sagging from the utility pole to the residence.  Supt. Meyer stated the City is responsible for supplying the wire before it gets to the meter, but if the resident wants to update the service to underground, the property owner is responsible for the cost of trenching and hiring their own electrician to activate the service after the box.  In an effort to encourage conversion to underground, the City will pay the cost of the trenching upfront, and in turn will apply the actual cost of the work to the resident’s utility bill, dividing it out for a period up to six months.

Supt. Meyer reported the automatic dialer he has priced for use at the Sewer Plant to assist in monitoring the pumps is estimated to cost $2,500 to obtain and install.  We will also need a data package for the digital service.   Council approved the purchase as this has been an issue in the past during DNR inspections.  Meyer was also given permission to go with the three-year, more economical data plan.
Municipal workers were asked to cut down the crab apple trees that are in the parking at 120 Fourth Street and 214 Fourth Street.  Per City Code, it is illegal to plant any fruit-bearing trees inside the city boulevard and these two have become a nuisance.

The windows along the north wall of City Hall Council Chambers are leaking and municipal workers are asked to make the repairs before further damage occurs.

The Clerk stated there are problems with dogs and cats owned by residents living outside the City limits coming into town and getting into garbage, etc.  These animals and the resulting problems should be directed to the County Sheriff’s Office as the city has no jurisdiction over them.  Review was also given to a letter received from the resident living at 515 Sixth Street regarding a recent $50.00 fine that was assessed to her for allowing her dogs to roam at large.  

The Council gratefully acknowledges the generous donation of $600.00 from Katheryn Johnson and her family members in memory of her father, Noah Reisner.  The money will be used by the Whittemore Little League program.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the September 7, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk 

