MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, August 3, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 3, 2016 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Stuart Simonson (arriving at 5:32 p.m.), Tim Schneider, Rodney Johnson, Karla Walker and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.
The minutes of the July 7, 2016 regular meeting, as published in the July 21, 2016 edition of the West Bend Journal, were approved.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of July, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $7287.15; Electric $55006.77; Electric System Improvements Project $11.91; Gas $9461.21; Water $14260.99; Sewer Rental $3832.58; Solid Waste $5009.47; Payroll $31016.78; Equipment $1162.73; Special Account $57.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $100.00; Road Use Tax $4690.52; Customer Deposit $735.00; Debt Service $40.51; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $none; Library Regular $299.71; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.01.  Upon review, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to accept the July, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas purchased, reservation charges and monthly service fee $18732.91; Total (all) Employee Wages $19769.86; Total (all) Contract Labor $632.50; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2294.00; Treasurer State of Iowa, use taxes $231.00; IRS, 02/16 Form 941 withholding $443.20; Dearborn National, insurance $395.85; R D Drenkow & Co., July cafeteria plan withholdings $317.35; Farmers State Bank, handling fee $10.70; Gary Person, food service for 75th Anniversary $50.00; U S Bank, copier lease $85.85; Sandy Long, reimbursement for mileage/materials $164.10; ARSL, conference registration $243.85; Counsel, copies $6.77; MicroMarketing, audio books $179.89; Guideposts, books $35.48; Cengage Learning, large print books $60.72; Baker & Taylor, books/audio books $458.05; Emmetsburg Little League, 2016 team dues $450.00; Lincoln Aquatics, chemicals at Pool $70.70; L & G Inc., roadstone $45.00; Iowa Division of Labor Services, boiler inspection at Swimming Pool $95.00; Kossuth County Environmental Health, Class “A” Pool Inspection fee $270.00; Central Iowa Distributing, street marking paint $661.00;  Randy Mueller, final mowing/weed spraying of abandoned property at 203 Kossuth $58.00; Creative Stitches, “75th Season of Swimming” t-shirts for fundraiser at Pool $468.00; and Presto-X, monthly pest control $87.55.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $36,223.06; Skarshaug Testing Laboratory, Inc., electric safety equipment testing $1,204.93; Kriz-Davis Co., electric distribution materials $1,526.31; Border States Electric, electric distribution materials $1,367.26; DGR Engineering, professional services thru June 30 $801.50; Iowa DNR, Annual Water Supply Fee FY17 $58.54; Hawkins, Inc., Water Plant chemicals $321.36; Hach Company, Water Plant chemicals $236.99; Mangold Environmental Testing Inc., routine testing $78.00; Iowa DNR, Annual Wastewater Permit Fee for FY17 $210.00; Thompson’s Farm Drainage, sanitary sewer jetting $150.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,212.08; Shamrock Recycling, July recyclables fee $108.36; Blacktop Service Company, payment on FY17 street repairs $25,000.00; Terry’s Welding Inc., welding $285.78; Arnold Motor Supply, repair parts for Case Loader $16.99; West Bend Journal, July publications $189.74; Bryan Meyer, mileage and meeting/meals reimbursement $178.59; Northwest Communications, July services $253.75; Bomgaars, July purchases $162.65; Iowa One Call, locates $9.90; Schmitt Hardware, July statement $253.49; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., mower repair and miscellaneous $315.90; Aramark Uniform Service, July statement $221.95; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,888.26; City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $403.05; and MaxYield Cooperative, July statement $900.77.  
Supt. Meyer had questions about a bill presented by Pool Tech for chemicals in the amount of $478.90; the Clerk was instructed to hold it until final word is given by the Superintendent.  Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following Building Permit Applications were presented for Council consideration:


Paul Johnson:  Bring to town and install on a floating slab (no later than 10-31-16), a 24’ x 32’ vinyl-sided building to serve as a garage on the property at 708 Sixth Street.  The new building will be set on the south side of the existing garage. 


The Rustic Station:  Repair roof; replace trim on overhead garage doors where needed.  All work at 400 Broad Street.


Tom & Peg Illg:  Pour a concrete pad on south side of playhouse at 206 210 Street.  10x34 existing wood changed to 13x16 concrete.


Rich & Pat Laubenthal:  Pour a 18x20 concrete patio on west side of house and also expand driveway 4’ on each side of existing area.  All work to be completed at 514 Third Street.
Review was given to the application submitted by Paul Johnson.  The owner was granted permission to bring the garage onto his premises with the contingency he completely clean up the property at 708 Sixth Street; the Clerks to send him a letter explaining the Council’s decision.  City staff was also asked to contact the owner of the property at 505 Fourth Street regarding a structure he is building on the north side of the stone garage.  Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Johnson to accept the above-mentioned applications and that Builder’s Permits be granted.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

At this time the Mayor, Council and municipal staff discussed items pertaining to the Whittemore Municipal Utilities electric service projects.  Supt. Meyer reported that the substation contractor, Harold K. Scholz & Co., has been working out of town on an emergency situation they need to tend to before coming back to Whittemore to connect the city’s Light Plant generator to the new system.  Voltage will be a wait and see due to some problems with the equipment that happened before the project took place.  The Mayor and Council want to see everything repaired and put into working order before the weather changes and we have problems this winter.  

Mayor Elbert also reported having contacted the project engineers, DGR Engineering of Rock Rapids, about getting the landscaping accomplished at the substation.  He stated the former owner, Elmer Steier, has visited with him about the unkempt appearance of the property; the engineers have it worked out for the landscaping to take place on August 10, if not sooner.  All responsibility for this work lies with the contractor, Harold K. Scholz & Co.
Council then reviewed a “2016 Storage” natural gas report by Clayton Energy indicating the City has used approximately 22% of the stored commodity so far this summer. 

Considered next was the possible establishment of a “Storm Water Utility” for the City of Whittemore.  In the past the Council has discussed ways to fund the repair and eventual replacement of the city’s existing storm water system; the primary purpose of said fund being to provide a means of funding operation and maintenance of a storm water management facility.  After further discussion, no action was taken at this time to move forward with composing an Storm Water Utility ORDINANCE for the City of Whittemore, however the Clerks were asked to gather information from area communities who currently charge fees for their storm water utility services.

On the agenda next was a review of the (current) municipal code as it pertains to the use of ATVs, UTVs and golf courts on city streets.  No action was taken to change the code as it exists, but the Mayor, Council and local law enforcement officials encourage people to use common sense when operating said vehicles within the city limits of Whittemore.  
It was decided that on Monday, August 22, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m., the Council will meet with Chris Diggins of the North Iowa Area of Governments to review the city code of ordinances as a means of preparing for update.

Due to the first Monday in September being the Labor Day holiday, the date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, September 7, 2016, beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
The August 2016 Whittemore “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.  Items on the schedule include the Sons of the American Legion sponsored “Purple Heart Day” on August 7 and the American Legion’s BBQ Chicken & Sweet Corn Feed with Bossie Bingo and the Legion Auxiliary’s Ice Cream Social, both on Saturday, August 20.  

There were no “City Committee” reports to be heard.

Discussion following regarding the “OPEN” hours at the Swimming Pool.  As the season is winding down for the season, it was the Council’s decision to keep the 2016 hours in place.  The Clerk to contact Manager Jen Petersen that effective immediately, unless there is bad weather, the pool will stay open 1:00 – 7:00 p.m. daily.  The Council would like to see it remain open as long as qualified staff is available to serve.  

Several other matters were discussed, including plans for the municipal workers to go ahead and level off/rock the area around the “Whittemore” sign at the north end of Fifth Street; the streets are being painted to draw attention to the required STOP at the intersection of Fourth and Palo Alto Streets; LED lights have been ordered for use indoors at the Community Center; electric safety equipment has been tested and returned to the City for continued use; two transformers are available for use at AI Processors, should the need for replacement arise; an annual transformer oil testing program for large-use customers in Whittemore will be considered; and sidewalk repair near 102 Palo Alto will be accomplished by the City but charged to the electric system improvement projects distribution contractor, Aevenia, as their equipment caused the damage.  The same solution will be applied to solve the broken sidewalk problem that exists at Whittemore Housing.
Councilman Simonson agreed to look at two properties where owners have requested trees be cut down.  

The Clerk announced that staff from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources will be in Whittemore on Wednesday, August 17, to conduct a free “Tree Inventory” for the community.  From the results of the survey City officials will know exactly how many trees and species of trees exist in town, and what direction we should work toward in planting trees in the future.

Businesswoman Bev Walker has discovered a box of 12 canvas (generic) winter banners that she has returned to City Hall.  It was concluded that making brackets to hold the banners on utility poles along “windy” Broad Street thru the business district would be an impossible and useless task, Council decided to distribute said banners to businesses for display in their windows during the upcoming winter months. 

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the August 3, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
