MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Thursday, July 7, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 7, 2016 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Members absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Jen Petersen, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.

Jen Petersen, 2016 Swimming Pool Manager, met with the Council to give a regular update on the season to date and upcoming events.  She announced that American Red Cross swim lessons will be held the week of July 18-22 with levels 4-6 being taught in the morning hours and the younger students being taught after 5:00 p.m. each afternoon.  The annual Pool fundraiser will be conducted on Wednesday, July 27, and this year will feature a “Birthday” theme in honor of the Whittemore Swimming Pool’s 75th season of swimming!  Menu for the event will be maidrites, chips and bars along with bottled water.  The event is open to the public and a free-will donation will be accepted.  
Petersen noted there have been a few issues with some of the younger pool cleaners getting the work done but at this time things seem to be going well.  Little League end-of-season parties are scheduled over the next several weeks.  There was a low count of swimmers over the Fourth of July weekend, but overall, attendance at the Pool so far this summer has been up.  She explained lifeguards and management are doing the best they can.  After a brief discussion, Council elected to keep the current operating hours at the swimming pool for the remainder of the season.  Those daily hours are 1:00 – 7:00 p.m., weather permitting.

The Mayor and Council gratefully acknowledged the $500.00 grant money received from the PMC Advantage Ins. Services Inc. and the IMT Group for assistance in purchasing a new Spine Board for use at the local aquatic facility.  

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the June 6, 2016 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the June 16, 2016 edition of the West Bend Journal.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of June, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $109610.78; Electric $55028.20; Electric System Improvements Project:  $13.60; Gas $4269.88; Water $114692.41; Sewer Rental $3857.42; Solid Waste $5074.10; Payroll $26249.56; Equipment $1348.83; Special Account $97.32; Halloween Party Savings Account:  $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $100.00; Road Use Tax $5584.19; Customer Deposit $350.00; Debt Service $24.23; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $6000.07; Library Regular $51056.73; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.01.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to accept the June, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $12292.85; Total (all) Employee Wages $14536.66; Total (all) Contract Labor $367.38; Total Mayor & Council salaries (02/2016) $584.19; Treasurer, State of Iowa, May sales taxes $2028.00; Blacktop Service Co., FY16 street repairs $109,815.08; City of Whittemore, FY2016 transfers $200,000.00; RD Drenkow, May cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Whittemore Public Library, FY2016 transfer $53266.00; City of Whittemore, FY2016 transfer $2288.004; AJ’s Service, tree removal services $573.00; Algona Plumbing & Heating, storm sewer camera $150.00; Aramark Uniform Services, May statement $274.20; Arnold Motor Supply, air filters $62.23; Baker & Taylor, books $408.70; Blacktop Service Co., partial payment on FY17 street repairs $25000.00; Bomgaars, June statement $43.99; Brennan Albertson, customer deposit refund $250.00; Brown Shoe Fit Co., Little League umpire counter $10.80; Brown Supply Co., gaskets $56.00; Card Services, Library DVDs & Summer Reading Program supplies $277.72; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; Chandra McMahon, lifeguard certification reimbursement $125.00; City of Algona, sewer jetting $400.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1238.63; Community Lumber Supply, marker materials for ball diamond $92.50; Counsel Office, June copier clicks $90.52; Country, 2 yr subscription renewal $24.98; E-Pride Office Products, June office supplies $35.45; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., June statement $65.55; Eric Bormann, refund of gas budget credit after final bill $187.94; Fastenal, cement saw blades $188.54; Gale/Cengage Learning, large-print books $60.72; Grass Masters, Step 2 of lawn care program $526.99; Hawkins Inc., chemicals $409.86; HyVee, Summer Reading Program party supplies $45.43; IAMU, continuing ed workshop registration fees $840.00; Ibis Romero, customer deposit refund $200.00; Iowa League of Cities, FY17 dues $468.00; Iowa One Call, locates $10.80; and Jeremy Thilges, Little League equipment cost reimbursement $208.59. 
Also, Jonathan May, magician at Library’s 75th Anniversary program $400.00; K-Mart, swimming pool and Summer Reading Program supplies $150.10; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., FY dues $1965.00; Kossuth County Sheriff, FY17 Contract for Law Enforcement $2000.00; Kriz-Davis Co., electric distribution materials $629.47; L&G Inc., June services $1182.50; Mangold Environmental Testing, June services $162.00; MaxYield Cooperative, June statement including weed spray chemicals $1223.63; Menard’s (Spencer), materials at Swimming Pool, Shop and Water Plant $149.15; Micro Marketing, audio books $254.94; Mid-America Books, books $59.85; NIACOG, FY17 dues $372.96; North Iowa Libraries Collaborating, FY17 Beacon Support $1246.19; Northwest Communications, June services $253.75; Presto-X, monthly pest control at Maintenance Shed $87.55; Printing Services Inc., June office supplies $90.56; Randy Mueller, June mowing of abandoned property $200.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $34070.86; Ron Nohrenberg, customer deposit refund $200.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement of DVDs and Summer Reading Program expenses for Library $76.98; Schmitt Hardware, June services $538.41; Shamrock Recycling, recyclables processing fee $108.36; Sign Works Ink, memorial plates and Little League signage $82.16; Sondra Johnson, lifeguard certification reimbursement $150.00; Supplies ‘N More, makers and blank time cards $126.34; Tom Eischen Sales Inc., chains, blades, filters $154.48; Upstart, Summer Reading Program prizes and t-shirts $220.61; US Bank Equipment, June copier leasing at Library $85.85; Wentzel’s True Value, Shop supplies $23.85; West Bend Journal, June publications $407.84; Kossuth County Economic Development Corp., 2016 County-Wide Breakfast speaker fees donation/economic development $750.00; Marissa Thilges, customer deposit refund applied to final utility bill $250.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $3370.16; and City of Whittemore, June petty cash expenses totaling $395.60.
Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to approve the claims as presented.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted to the Council:


Josh Kramer:  Install one 4x4 windows on south side of garage; also, put a hole in garage to install an A/C unit.  All work to be completed at 626 Seventh Street.


Whittemore Housing – Apartments:  99 Prairie (Southwest building):  Replace windows, soffit and siding at peak.  92 Prairie (Northeast building):  Replace two outside storm doors.  


Andrew Reising:  Place a 16x12 storage building (on ground/no concrete) at southeast corner of lot of property at 105 Palo Alto Street.


Stephanie Carlson:  Apply vinyl siding with new eaves and gutters to house at 515 Sixth Street.


Delbert Ostwald:  Replace existing garage doors with new.  All work to be completed at 702 Palo Alto.


Tom Warrington:  Replace two windows in house with units of same size.  Work to be completed at 502 Fifth Street.
Upon motions by Schneider and Johnson, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the applications for Builder’s Permits were approved as presented.

Council reviewed an application from Jacob James Raney, Sr. of Whittemore to work as a pool cleaner for the City of Whittemore.  The application was placed on file for future reference.

The delinquent accounts were also reviewed; Clerk to investigate means of applying unpaid balances to customer State income tax refunds/returns.

Supt. Meyer and James Zinnel gave a general report on the Whittemore Municipal Utilities Electric Service Project.  At this time the contractor is waiting for a junction box to arrive to complete the work.  Cleaning up and rocking the new substation area south of town was discussed.  Final sign-off on the project has not yet taken place; engineers will return to Whittemore for a final exam before the project is declared complete.
Upon motions by Johnson and Schneider and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, July 16, 2016 for a wedding event.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve an application for an Outdoor Service Privilege for T & S Ventures Inc., DBA “Pitchers” for a Street Dance to be held at 409-411 Broad Street in Whittemore Saturday evening, July 16, 2016 from 8:00-12:00 p.m.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

Resolution No. 2016-16; a Resolution to enter into contract with Hogan-Hansen, CPA to conduct required services to satisfy Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the City of Whittemore for Fiscal Year 2016.  The City of Whittemore has contracted with Hogan-Hansen, CPA to perform the required auditing/exam services to comply with Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for Fiscal Years 2015, 2016 and 2017.  Each year’s cost for said services is $6,000.00.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2016-16; a Resolution to enter into contract with Hogan-Hansen, CPA to conduct required services to satisfy Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the City of Whittemore for Fiscal Year 2016.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-16 duly adopted.

Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to accept the Library Board’s nomination of Ron Askland to fill the vacancy on the executive committee created by the expiration of Bob Meyer’s second six-year term on the Whittemore Public Library’s Board of Trustees.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.   With the appointment the Board now consists of Askland, Bruce Ostwald, Judy Haag, Elise Vaske and Pam Kollasch.

The date, time and place for the next regular meeting were tentatively set for Monday, August 1, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.
The July, 2016 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed.
There were no City Committee reports.

Mayor Elbert reported he has been contacted by concerned citizens who feel the four-way STOP at the intersection of Fourth Street and Palo Alto Street needs to be highlighted with “Stop Ahead” signage, or by painting the stop line on the street.  It is reported that are numerous vehicles do not stop at the intersection at all, and the fear remains for an accident or injury to occur unnecessarily.  Municipal employees to further investigate the situation.

Supt. Meyer stated spring and fall hydrant flushing procedures will be considered as part of the program that needs to be implemented by the Whittemore Fire Department with regard to hydrant pressure testing.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Upon motions by Walker and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the members present, Council entered into CLOSED SESSION at 6:20 p.m. to discuss employees and set wages for fiscal year 2016-17.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to return to OPEN SESSION at 6:50 p.m.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The results of CLOSED SESSION are as follows:  Per motion by Simonson and second by Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, Resolution No. 2016-15; a Resolution Setting Employee Wages for Fiscal Year 2016-17 was adopted and the following wages are to be paid to municipal employees and staff for the period July 1, 2016 thru June 30, 2017, with a re-evaluation of all wages to be held during the regular meeting in November, 2016:  Bryan Meyer to be paid an annual salary of $45,600.00 with 120 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits; James Zinnel to receive $18.15 per hour with 80 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits; Linda K. Farrell to receive $17.15 per hour with 160 hrs. vacation and full-time employee benefits; part-time employee Andi Thompson to receive $12.50 per hour with 20 hrs. vacation; and part-time employee Alvin Bell to receive $14.15 per hour with 20 hrs. vacation.  

Library employee wages were set by Board of Directors during their June, 2016 regular meeting with final approval by Council given per Resolution No. 2016-15.  Library employee wages for the period July 1, 2016 thru June 30, 2017 are set as follows:  Sandy Long to receive $16.16 per hour with vacation hours determined by previous 6-month average hrs/years of service; Joy Metzger to received $12.26 per hour with vacation hours determined by previous 6-month average hrs/years of service; and Judy Erdman to receive $10.86 per hour with vacation hours determined by previous 6 month average hrs/years of service.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the July 7, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
