MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, June 6, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.
The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 6, 2016 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  Johnson.  Also in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting were Julie Alford, Paul Wedeking, Bill Elbert, Eric Goodman, Ben Eischen, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

Mayor Elbert congratulated Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion on the presentation of a beautiful Memorial Day program and remembrance service held at the Community Center at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, May 30.  It was noted, too, that “Whittemore Fun Days” were a success!

Bill Elbert was present to inquire about closing the street in front of his house for a brief period of time on Saturday, July 16 for his son’s wedding ceremony, which is scheduled to take place in the family’s backyard at 206 Broad Street.  Council agreed to allow the temporary closing in order to allow smoother transition from the wedding to the reception, which will be held at St. Michael’s Parish Center immediately following the service.

Julie Alford and Paul Wedeking were present to update the Council on plans by “Pitcher’s Bar & Grill” to host a street dance the evening of July 16.  The band, “New Black 7” has been booked to perform from 8:00 p.m. to Midnight, and a formal request an Outdoor Service Area will be forthcoming at the July Council meeting.  

Fire Chief Eric Goodman and President Ben Eischen were present to report on newly-acquired equipment and results of the department’s recent ISO inspection/review.  Goodman explained that the ISO inspection results in how a resident’s “Homeowner’s Insurance” is determined.  A new recordkeeping system needs to be implemented whereby the department provides documented proof of water hydrant inspection and (hydrant) flow testing.  Also, the hydrants are going to be required to be tested annually, and the flow testing will need to be accomplished every two to three years.  Also in the ISO inspector’s report was the local department’s need to have an additional 500 gallon water truck to help meet a now-mandated 4,000 gallon minimum “water on wheels” requirement for response to any fire call.  Overall, the inspector was very impressed with the Whittemore Volunteer Fire Department’s station, equipment and roster.  

Goodman and Eischen also reported on the recently-obtained 1995 Freightliner rescue truck purchased by the Whittemore Fire Department from Rainbow Hose Company #1 of Schuylkill Haven, PA on May 24 for the price of $38,000.  Chief Goodman explained the unit is a huge asset to the local department as it will be able to easily carry the grain bin rescue equipment being purchased, along with any JAWS gear or other items currently on the department’s “Wish List”.  Goodman also noted that since its acquisition, the truck has been called into service on four separate occasions.  The update was greatly appreciated by the Council.

The minutes of the May 2, 2016 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the May 12, 2016 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of May, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $17877.28; Electric $45987.49; Electric System Improvement Projects $12.36; Gas $48234.00; Water $13646.05; Sewer Rental $3809.04; Solid Waste $5391.92; Payroll $17922.55; Equipment $7405.67; Special Account $1857.32; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $3989.14; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $209.13; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $2200.04; Library Regular $261.35; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.01. Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of May, 2016.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $8816.10; Total (all) Employee Wages $10181.44; Total (all) Contract Labor $31.50; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $2158.00; Card Services, purchases at Library and Electric meeting expenses $267.40; West Bend Journal, April publications $181.28; Elbert Chevrolet, Inc., regular statement $487.78; RD Drenkow & Co., April cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Sandy Long, mileage reimbursement $92.40; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $20.27; K-Mart, supplies $27.55; Baker & Taylor, books $240.43; Center Point Large Print, books $86.28; Gale/CENGAGE, books $60.72; Iowa History Journal, subscription $18.95; Guidepost, books $35.48; US Bank Equipment, copier rent $85.85; Counsel, copies $9.46; Presto-X, monthly pest control at Maintenance Shed $87.55; Palmer Pools & Spas, baskets $44.59; Pool Tech Midwest, chemicals $710.68; A-1 Portables, portables for Fun Days $260.00; BSN Sports, Little League gear $147.01; Iowa Lakes Community College, EMS continuing education $422.00; Bomgaars, May statement $67.24; Community Lumber Supply, lime for ball diamond $92.50; KLGA Radio, “Help Wanted” ad for Lifeguards $102.00; Rec Supply, pool ropes & filters $389.86; The Lifeguard Store, employee swimsuits/trunks $317.91; Central Iowa Distributing, cleaning materials $370.90; Menard’s, vanity for remodeled restroom in City Hall $191.53; Brown Supply, valves at Pool $537.00; Randy Mueller, mowing at 203 Kossuth/abandoned property $160.00; Creative Stitches, caps/shirts for Little League $120.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32957.95; Kriz-Davis, electric distribution materials $122.36; DGR Engineering, professional services through April 30, 2016 $11952.60; Myers Controlled Power, final retainage billing $11,118.05; and Ramada Inn Ankeny, lodging expenses $141.12.

Also, Quality Pump, new pump at lagoon $10073.53; Mangold Environmental, water testing $78.00; Van-Hof Trucking, freight for bulk salt $507.53; Tegra Corp., bulk salt $3711.07; A I Processors, UPS postage to ship water samples $9.66; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1109.00; ULINE, three new trash cans with lids at Noah’s Park $1017.13; Shamrock Recycling, processing fees $108.36; MaxYield Cooperative, May fuel charges $643.49; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, repair Garbage truck $705.34; Aramark Uniform Services, May rugs, mops and uniforms $219.42; Northwest Communications, May telephone, internet and FAX services $333.62; West Bend Journal, May publications and envelopes $281.35; Printing Services Inc., supplies $133.97; E-Pride Office, supplies $149.20; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, continuing ed and safety course dues $478.98; Iowa One Call, locates $29.70; Supplies N’More, office supplies, forms and a US flag $188.88; L & G Inc., May services $1476.25; Barco Products, signage $915.19; Card Services, pool umbrellas, ARC Swimming Lesson materials, gear for Little League and Giving Back clean-up water/snacks $1115.21; Schmitt Hardware, May services $1365.32, Treasurer, State of Iowa, May sales taxes $2028.00; City of Whittemore, utilities $2942.09; and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $249.83.
The Clerk was also given permission to pay the 2016 Fiscal Year’s portion of the Blacktop Service Company’s statement for street work accomplished in May.  Upon motions by Schneider and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed bills were approved for payment.

The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Mike Gillis:  Remove old and apply new vinyl siding on house and garage.  Also, remove four (4) windows and replace with new units of same size on north side of house.  All work to be completed at 604 Sixth Street.


Sally Koppen/Dave Koppen:  Pour a 10x16 concrete driveway and a 3x12 sidewalk at 206 Kossuth Street.


James Zinnel:  Remove west door and install a new French door unit, slightly north of where the old door was.  All work to be completed at 210 Fourth Street.


Neil Hansen:  Construct a 9x10 wooden deck on east side of home at 518 Second Street.


Ben Eischen:  Replace one window on south side of house with unit of same size at 200 Fourth Street.

Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to approve the applications for Builder’s Permits.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following applications for employment were presented:


Name/Address




Position


Emily McMahon, Whittemore


Lifeguard


Sydney Hoover, Whittemore


Pool Cleaner


Cole Johnson, Whittemore



Lifeguard


Joyce Van Haastert, Algona


Substitute Lifeguard


Nolan Robert Dahlhauser, Whittemore

Pool Cleaner

The apps were placed on file for future reference, if need be.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Regarding items pertaining to the Whittemore Municipal Utilities Electric Service Projects, Supt. Meyer and Zinnel reported representatives from DGR Engineering were in town two weeks ago and found several routine items that still need to be attended to by Aevenia, contractor for the distribution portion of the upgrade.  Those problems will be corrected in the near future.  At this time, the Light Plant would be unable to provide generation power if the need should arise; this is due to work that needs to be completed by HK Scholz Inc., substation contractor of the project.  General discussion lead to the consensus that Aevenia should provide some sort of compensation to MaxYield Cooperative for the use of their property as a site for equipment and materials storage.  
At this time Resolution No. 2016-13;  a Resolution Adopting “Whittemore Option 2” between PSC Aevenia and the City of Whittemore to Retire the Existing Alliant/ITC Electric Tie-Line from Highway 18 into Whittemore and Other Work Associated with the Project for the Sum of $16,467.80 was considered.  The cost entails all the work necessary to properly retire the existing Alliant/ITC electric tie-line that comes into Whittemore from Highway 18.  PSC Aevenia to perform the work before ending the project.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2016-13.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-13 duly adopted.

Resolution No. 2016-14 was introduced; a Resolution Approving Pay Request #4 from PSC Aevenia in the amount of $123,197.57 for the Distribution Portion of the Electric System Improvements Project.  The pay request includes the period January 1 thru May 6, 2016 and represents approximately 68% of the total cost of the work bid by PSC Aevenia of Moorhead, MN.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2016-14.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Resolution No. 2016-14 was duly adopted.

During the May 2, 2016 regular meeting Council reviewed information from Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering whereby he recommended a 6.5% raise of electric rates across the board for all rate components in all rate classes.  Upon review of general cost information supplied by city staff during last month’s meeting, Council approved the 6.5% increase in electric rates, and city staff was asked to prepare documents to enact such change during the June, 2016 regular meeting.  As a means of finalizing the Council’s decision, ORDINANCE NO. 192 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII, CHAPTER 7-1-2 “ELECTRICITY UTILITY” was introduced.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to approve the initial passage of ORDINANCE NO. 192.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to waive the second and third readings of ORDINANCE NO. 192.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Motion was then made by Schneider and seconded by Simonson to pass final consideration of ORDINANCE NO. 192.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared ORDINANCE NO. 192 duly adopted.  The new ordinance will become effective upon publication and the new rate will be reflected on utility bills that are due on or before July 20, 2016 and thereafter.  Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering anticipates that making this adjustment will satisfy the requirement of the loan notes for FY17, as well as help to generate sufficient, unrestricted reserves over time.  Also, additional rate increases ranging from 1% to 5% will likely be necessary over the next few years in order to stay ahead of debt coverage requirements.
Council considered bid quotes to replace the overhead lighting in the Whittemore Community Center.  As LED lighting is what will last the longest and be more energy efficient, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept the bid from Kriz-Davis Co. of Omaha, NE in the amount of $7,938.00 to supply 21 LED bulbs, reflectors and wire guards, which are specifically made for gymnasiums.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  Council feels replacement of the bulbs and fixtures can be a winter project and that city workers and other volunteers will be in charge of installation.
A review of ORDINANCE NO. 151 and ORDINANCE NO. 152 as they pertain to “Truck Routes” and “Truck Parking”, including fines for “Illegal Parking” within the city limits of Whittemore were reviewed.   Council and city staff have received numerous complaints about semis being allowed to drive thru and park on residential streets of the community.  Clerk Farrell stated letters have been sent to individuals who own or operate the 18-wheel rigs, asking for their cooperation in keeping to the designated routes and parking their trucks and trailers on private property, not city-owned streets.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker that should complaints continue to be received, fines will be implemented.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve one cigarette permit renewal application for the period July 1, 2016 thru June 30, 2017, that being by MaxYield Cooperative for “Whittemore Cenex”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The annual renewal fee is $75.00, payable to the City of Whittemore.

Upon review of the Children’s Bicycle Safety Course, Council recommended that the Whittemore Community Betterment Club, along with other local civic groups, respond to the request for monetary donations.

As the Fourth of July holiday falls on the first Monday of the month, the date, time and place of the next regular meeting were set for Thursday, July 7, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The June, 2016 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.  The pool will open Monday, June 6 at one o’clock in the afternoon.  The new hours of 1:00-7:00 p.m. will be implemented on Day #1 and will run daily (weather permitting) until the end of the season, which is anticipated to be at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 20.  The official closing date may be sooner though, depending on the availability of certified lifeguards..

Council related the many good compliments they and other city officials have received regarding the street work recently completed by Blacktop Service Co. of Humboldt.  It is estimated the total cost of the improvements will be approximately $225,000.00, which is the total budget amounts dedicated to road resurfacing or repair in Fiscal Years 2016 and 2017.

Councilperson Walker reported the resident living at 88 Palo Alto has requested permission from the City to remove 28’ of sidewalk that runs east of his property to the city limits.  He states it no longer serves a purpose and wishes to have it replaced by grass.  Council approves the request, noting that all the work will be done at the property owner’s expense.
Discussion followed regarding unlicensed cars being kept in the community; City Clerk’s office to follow-up with letters to vehicle owners asking them to renew or remove the vehicles.  Mowing letters were also ordered to owners having unkempt properties.

Supt. Meyer reported the new pumps at the sewer plant are now capable of being electronically monitored; Council approved his request to purchase a satellite data plan for such tracking.  Estimated cost is $1,300 for installation and approximately $30.00 for said plan.

The upcoming meetings schedules was reviewed.

The second annual “BRAK” (Bike Ride Around Kossuth) event will be in Whittemore on Saturday, June 11.  The Legion will be open for refreshments and a hot dog lunch and St. Michael’s Rosary Society will be serving “Walking Tacos” from one of the truck bays in the old Fire Station.

The Council did not enter into CLOSED SESSION to set employee wages for Fiscal Year 2016-17 due to the absence of Councilman Johnson; no special meeting was scheduled at this time.  The Clerk was asked to carry this agenda item forward to the next regular meeting.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the June 6, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

Whittemore City Clerk

