MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, May 2, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Daniel J. Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 2, 2016 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.   Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Jared Carlson, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.
Jared Carlson of 214 Kossuth Street was present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting.  He requested the City cut down the oak tree that is located north of his drive on the west side of his home.  He would like to install a new concrete sidewalk and driveway, but does not want to go to the work and expense of doing so if the oak tree continues to cause (uplifting) concrete damages with its root system.  After further discussion, Council approved his request to cut down the oak tree and Carlson agreed to plant a new, young tree on the south side of his residence to replace a tree that went down several years during a wind storm.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the April 6, 2016 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the April 21, 2016 edition of the West Bend Journal.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of April, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $60578.88; Electric $51463.49; Electric System Improvement Project $13.23; Gas $48083.17; Water $13564.17; Sewer Rental $3508.66; Solid Waste $4678.06; Payroll $20152.70; Equipment $2089.63; Special Account $197.32; Halloween Party Savings Account CLOSED; Playground Savings Account CLOSED; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $2220.00; Road Use Tax $3706.49; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $1162.81; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $11152.18; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.01.

The Clerk noted property tax receipts were included in the April income and that a smaller amount will be available again from the Kossuth County Treasurer in May. Receipts also included Kossuth County Community Foundation and Don J. Whittemore Endowment grant monies.  Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to accept the April, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills for payment:  Clayton Energy Corp., reservation and service charges with natural gas purchased $18755.59; Total employee wages $11243.28; Total all contract labor $130.50; Card Services, DVDs and program expenses at Library $136.88; Community Lumber, (March) materials for restroom remodeling $574.24; US Bank Equipment, March copier lease $85.85; Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Association, dues $50.00; Main Street Checks, deposit slips $86.51; US Treasury, Form 941 first quarter 2016 $443.06; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2851.00; Lichter Garage Opener Service, two new overhead doors and installation in Maintenance Shed $7382.00; RD Drenkow, April cafeteria plan withholding $317.35; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $45.00; Sandy Long, reimbursement $241.15; MicroMarketing, audio books $109.95; Cengage Learning, large print books $121.44; K-Mart, poster board $12.19; Baker & Taylor, books $307.14; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Don Long, reimbursement/light bulbs purchased for Library $52.28; Counsel Office & Equipment, copies $5.51; US Bank Equipment, April copier lease $85.85; Blacktop Service Humboldt Plant, cold patch mix $640.00; Iowa Park & Recreation Association, James Zinnel CPO continuing education class $135.00; E-magine, website updates $18.75; Creative Stitches, 2016 Little League t-shirts and caps $1111.50; Bryan Meyer, CPO continuing education class/mileage $43.40; Randy Mueller, mowing, thatching and snow removal services $490.00; Tascha Wykoff, March and April Community Center cleaning fees $300.00; Hogan-Hansen CPAs, FY15 audit services $6000.00; and Auditor, State of Iowa, FY audit filing fee $175.00; 

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $32545.33; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1042.32; DGR Engineering, professional service through 3-31-16 $3556.12; Kriz-Davis Co., street lighting bulbs and electric distribution materials $1478.79; Bankers Trust, semi-annual payment of (Electric) capital loan note $61246.25; Bankers Trust, flat fee redemption charge $100.00; Iowa Finance Authority, semi-annual principal and interest payments on Water Plant project loan $33,192.50;  Hawkins, Inc., chemicals $274.61; Hach chemicals $206.10; NIACC, Region II Spring Workshop registration fee $60.00; Community Lumber Supply, April statement $165.89; L & G I Inc., April services $709.81; Aramark Uniform Service, April rugs, mops and uniforms $218.32; Printing Services, office supplies $15.98; Mangold Environmental Testing, water and wastewater testing $93.00; Bomgaars, April statement $94.97; Arnold Motor Supply, oil filter and headlight $44.86; Grass Masters, lawn treatment on public properties $1597.03; Dearborn National, quarterly employee insurance $395.85; Farm & Home Insurance, 2016-17 Business Insurance Package $60339.00; Northwest Communications, all landline telephone, FAX & internet services $333.62; Schmitt Hardware, April statement including City Hall electric update $2895.95; MaxYield Cooperative, April fuel statement $720.04; City of Whittemore, utilities $3173.11; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $200.70.  Upon motions by Johnson and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed claims were approved for payment.  
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were submitted for Council consideration:


Emily & Dru Zimmerman:  New windows and patio door, along with new siding and roofing.  There will be no opening changes.  All work to be completed at 206 Fourth Street.



Jerry Metzger:  Put a 10x16 wood shed on existing concrete slab behind garage at 618 Sixth Street.

Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the applications as presented and that Builder’s Permits be issued by city staff.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There was one application for employment, that from Skyler Gent of Fenton to be a part-time lifeguard at the Whittemore Swimming Pool in 2016.  The application was accepted placed on file for future reference.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Supt. Meyer reported the Harold K. Scholz Co., contractor for the substation portion of the electric system improvements project, plans on livening up the new substation located south of town on May 3.  Aevenia, contractor for the electric distribution portion of the project, hopes to be able to start up the new system the week of May 9th and they plan on isolating sections of town, one at a time, to make the transition without have to disconnect the whole town all at once.  Every transformer in town needs to be rewired in order to complete the transition.
At this time the Council reviewed rate increase information presented by Blair Metzger of DGR Engineering.  In his correspondence and in talking with city staff, Mr. Metzger recommends that the electric rates be increased 6.5% across-the-board for all rate components in all rate classes.  He estimates that making this adjustment will satisfy the requirement of the loan notes for FY17, as well as help to generate sufficient unrestricted reserves over time.  Upon further review of all figures submitted by Blair Metzger, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to follow DGR Engineering’s recommendation to increase all electric rate classes 6.5%.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.  Clerk Farrell was instructed to draw up the necessary paperwork to be presented in ordinance form during the next regular meeting, at which time the Council will take formal action to adopt the new electric rates.
Shane Zwiefel, co-owner of “Pitchers” Bar & Grill, submitted a “Street Closing Permit Application” for a street dance featuring the “New Black 7” band, on Saturday, July 16, 2016.  He requested the 400 block of Broad Street be closed from 5:00 p.m. (on 7-16-16) to approximately 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 17, 2016 in order to host the outdoor event.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve the “Street Closing Permit Application” on the condition that the bar owner meets all Alcoholic Beverages Division requirements for double fencing and an outdoor sales permit for the event.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The City will provide orange cones for use in helping close off the street, but bar owners/management are responsible for locating fencing to use for the outdoor service area.  
Clerk Farrell explained that on April 28 city staff received notification in the mail from the Palo Alto County Gaming Development Corporation that the City of Whittemore is being awarded $2,000 for the 2015 grant cycle due to an order by the Iowa Racing & Gaming Commission “to share some of (our) gaming dollars from the Wild Rose Casino & Resort in Emmetsburg with organizations and/or municipalities outside our county.  (Our) board decided a grant to smaller cities is the best way to leverage these dollars”.  With many worthy projects underway within the community, Supt. Meyer suggested the money be used to assist with the purchase a tripod that can serve a dual purpose; it can be used by the Fire Department with their new grain rescue equipment, and it can also be used by municipal workers if/when they need to enter an open trench.  Upon due consideration, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to use the $2,000 Palo Alto County Gaming money toward the acquisition of a heavy-duty tripod to be shared between the Whittemore Fire Department & Rescue Service and the City of Whittemore; if WFD does not want to go in with the City on the purchase, the $2,000 is to revert back to the Council for use at their discretion.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Resolution No. 2016-12 was then introduced; a Resolution accepting a “City Award Agreement” between the Palo Alto County Gaming Development Corporation and the City of Whittemore.  The resolution allows Mayor Elbert to apply his signature to the “City Award Agreement” as a means of accepting the $2,000 from the Palo Alto County Gaming Development Corporation and the conditions named in the agreement.  Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to accept Resolution No. 2016-12.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES: Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared the resolution duly adopted.
Discussion followed in the naming of a community representative to the Kossuth County Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster that Tim Schneider be appointed to serve as first representative for the City of Whittemore and that Karla Walker serve as alternate to Schneider in case of his absence.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Upon motions by Walker and Schneider and by unanimous vote of the Council, the annual (electronic) renewal application for a Class “C” Beer Permit and Sunday Sales Privilege by Whittemore Cenex was approved.  Current license at this premise expires on Sunday, July 10, 2016.

At this time the Clerks are putting together figures to amend the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year budget.  Notice will be published in a timely manner announcing the Council’s intent to amend and a Public Hearing for such action will be held to coincide with the next regular meeting.

Council discussed the Bicycle Ride Across Kossuth that is planned for June 11, 2016 and how the community can serve the riders who will travel through Whittemore on their return to Algona that same day.  It was the groups consensus that Pitchers be allowed first opportunity to be open as a reception and eating area for the riders; if owners of Pitchers are unable to be open that late morning and early afternoon, Legion Post #425 is receptive to meeting their needs.  Councilman Simonson will contact BRAK representatives and Pitchers regarding the Council’s decision.
No action was taken by the Council to make a financial donation to the Whittemore Gun Club’s Children’s Bicycle Safety Course planned for this summer; the item to appear on the next regular meeting agenda.
The date, time and place of the next regular meeting were announced.  It will be held on Monday, June 6, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The community beautification portion of the meeting included a listing of the many activities planned in Whittemore during the month of May 2016.  The Second Annual “St. Michael’s 5K Spirit Run/Walk” will be held on Saturday, May 28 with a new “in town” route planned for the event, and Mayor Elbert reminded everyone that Monday and Tuesday, May 30 and 31, will be the dates for the annual Whittemore Fun Days celebration, oftentimes considered to be the official kick-off of summer in Kossuth County!

There were no City Committee reports.

Councilman Simonson reported he has inspected the two red maple trees in the city parking at 615 Sixth Street and he agrees with the resident that they are in need of being taken down due to internal rotting; city staff to contact the property owner about planting another tree to replace those being removed.

Supt. Meyer was asked to get estimates to replace all water meter remotes with new units.
The tennis courts were discussed; local contractors are more receptive to doing the work in the fall of the year.  It is hoped the City will be able to remove the east half of the existing court, allowing the west half to be used as a basketball court and filling the east side sink hole and leveling the ground to serve as a picnic/rest area to Noah’s Park.

Councilman Johnson reported that the Little League batting cage is setup and indoor practice is underway at the Community Center.  Bob Meyer has volunteered to drag the ball diamond this summer in preparation for a full-schedule of “Home” summer Little League games the last two weeks in May and the entire month of June.  No action was taken at this time on his request for more lighting at the playground. 
Councilman Schneider brought forward a discussion regarding the condition of streets throughout the community and the Council’s need to get started on repairing the worst first.  Reminder was given that Whittemore is at the top of the list with Blacktop Service Co. once they start up for business this spring.

Supt. Meyer talked about the following:

· During a weekend wind storm, a couple of large “city” trees were uprooted, and cleanup of these properties (Noah’s Park and at the southwest corner of the Library) is underway.  Other trees in the community also suffered damage and are in need to being taken down.

· Smaller surface areas on the streets will be cold-patched as soon as the weather cooperates and conditions dry up.

· Whittemore Truck & Trailer has changed out a sensor in the garbage truck in an attempt to get it to run.  If this does not sold the problem, the Council might possibly have to look into replacing it.

· Municipal workers have started to clean up the swimming pool in anticipation of its June opening.

Clerk Farrell spoke of a request by Angie Asa-Lovestad of “Kossuth Connections” youth group to bring in a remodeled manure spreader to serve as a collection point for (Iowa 5 cent) redeemable cans and bottles that are no longer being accepted by the Whittemore Fire Department due to the lack of access to a redemption center.  Asa-Lovestad stated the collection cage would be emptied every two weeks (on Wednesdays), and that it would also be well maintained; the City of Whittemore only needs to provide a location for them to set up.  After further discussion, Council instructed the Clerk to contact Angie Asa-Lovestad about emailing a picture and the measurements of the cage for the Council to consider and make a final decision at a later date.
Council reviewed an anonymous complaint mailed to the City in April; no action was taken.
It was announced that the City of Whittemore will be working with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources in August to conduct a tree inventory of existing varieties growing throughout the community.  This is a free program that is designed to serve as a guide to match species needs with site characteristics, thereby creating a healthy and resilient community forest with a diverse mix of trees.  The inspection will be done according to the DNR’s schedule.

The “Giving Back” program will take place on Wednesday, May 4.  Teacher-supervised youth from the Algona Community School District will be in town picking up trash, branches, and performing any other small chores the City might have in mind for them to help with.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the May 2, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

