MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Wednesday, April 6, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Dan Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Julie Alford, Paul Wedeking, Eric Goodman, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.
Serving as representatives of “Pitchers” Bar & Grill, Julie Alford and Paul Wedeking were present to discuss with the Mayor and Council, tentative plans the local establishment has for Saturday, July 16, 2016.  A country band, “New Black 7” has been hired to entertain and at this time will need to park their tour bus along Broad Street during their stop in Whittemore.  Alford and Wedeking were also seeking information regarding an outdoor service area should the band decide to play on Broad Street; the Clerk to provide contact information for the State of Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division.  According to Council, parking of the bus would not be a problem and if the band decides to play outside, electrical issues will need to be addressed prior to their performance.  The Mayor and Council thanked Julie Alford and Paul Wedeking for their presentation and wishes them luck on their entertainment venture.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Fire Chief Eric Goodman gave his annual update for the local rescue services.  He announced that six in-town residents are finishing up the EMT class and upon completion of their Board testing, will be able to serve on the Whittemore Ambulance Service.  He noted that Whittemore is one of only three 24-hour rescue services in Kossuth County, the other two being in Algona and Swea City.  

The bunker gear project has been completed along with the purchase of a thermal-imagining camera, thanks in part to being able to obtain grant monies to accomplish the venture.  Next will be grain bin rescue equipment, which upon acquisition, will fill a very important need in the area.  Estimated total cost of this apparatus is approximately $9,000.  Other major projects on the horizon include replacement of the current rescue van ($50,000 to $60,000) and in 2022, the department will be required to purchase a new pumper truck ($300,000+) in order for the City to maintain its current fire rating of the community.  This, in turn, will allow homeowner’s insurance to stay at a fair rate. 
Other items discussed included the need to replace existing radio communications and air packs.  Training is on-going, and a roster of current individuals serving this community and surrounding area was reviewed.  The Mayor and Council thanked Eric Goodman for his excellent report and the rescue service’s continued support and dedication to the citizens in and around Whittemore.  
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the March 7, 2016  Regular Council Meeting were approved as published for the final time in the  March 17, 2016 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of March, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $8579.22; Electric $55425.06; Electric System Improvement Project $14.85; Gas $51249.13; Water $13552.74; Sewer Rental $3118.67; Solid Waste $4964.14; Payroll $18084.63; Equipment $938.02; Special Account $77.32; Halloween Party Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $200.00; Road Use Tax $5344.21; Customer Deposit $none; Debt Service $65.32; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $33.85; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none and Little League Savings Account $0.01.  Upon further review of all income and disbursements, motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Walker to accept the March, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The Clerk presented the following bills for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp. natural gas services $22465.99; Total (all) Employee Wages $10081.63; Total Contract Labor $54.00; RD Drenkow, cafeteria plan withholding $253.88; DGR Engineering, professional services thru 2-29-2016 $154.00; AI Processors, water sample postage $9.72; Aramark Uniform Services, March services $277.10; Baker & Taylor, books $325.36; Bomgaars, March equipment charges $109.21; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; City of Spencer, March landfill fees $966.42; City of Whittemore, utilities $3649.83; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses for March $186.84; Counsel Office & Equipment, copier lease and clicks $96.30; DA Davidson & Co., filing of Annual Continuing Disclosure report (2015) $1000.00; E-Pride Office Products, new telephone and office supplies $296.94; Elbert Chevrolet, Inc., March statement includes bulk oil $1397.40; Emmetsburg Little League, 2015 team dues (5) $375.00; Guideposts, books $35.48; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, 2016 Membership Dues $2200.00; In-Fisherman, subscription renewal $36.00; Jonathan May, deposit for entertainment at 75th Anniversary party for Library on July 12 $100.00; K-Mart, supplies at Library $54.39; Kossuth County Library Association, meeting registration $20.00, and Iowa Municipal Finance Officers Association, FY 2017 membership dues $50.00.

Also, Kriz-Davis Co. LED lamps, road flares, retrofit bases $1733.40; L&G Inc., March services $460.00; Mangold Environmental, water testing $30.00; MaxYield Cooperative, March fuel charges $582.01; Menard’s, switchgear/bathroom remodeling materials $226.00; Micro Marketing, audio books $263.38; Northwest Communications, March landline telephones, FAXs and Internet services $323.24; Presto-X, March pest control $87.55; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $100.98; Randy Mueller, snow removal $50.00; Redbook, subscription renewal $26.72; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $33217.42; Sandy Long, reimbursement for mileage/books purchased $97.46; Schmitt Hardware Inc., March services at Pool and Water Plant $768.61; Shamrock Recycling, March recyclables processing fee $108.36; The Iowan, subscription renewal $22.00; Thompson’s Farm Drainage, jetting services $150.00; Waste Zero Inc., blue (drawstring) garbage bags $2458.80; Wentzel’s True Value, “Shop” materials $15.08; Wesco Distribution, padmount basement $1300.05; Whittemore Fire & EMS, FY2016 annual payment towards new fire station $2500.00; Whittemore Independent, March publications $371.53; Wood Magazine, subscription renewal $29.99; Card Services, Library DVDs $136.88; Community Lumber Supply, materials for switchgear/bathroom remodeling $574.24; and US Bank Equipment Finance, copier lease at Library $85.85.  Municipal workers were asked to take down the starburst decorations that are attached to poles in the downtown business area as a means of preventing damage to the all-season ornaments during the spring/summer hail conditions.  They will be returned to service in the fall.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following applications for Builder’s Permits were considered:

Clifton Gross:  Replace south storm and entry door at 108 Fourth Street.

Christopher Schmidt:  Install an egress window in basement at 706 Third Street.

Stuart Simonson:  Remove existing blacktop and concrete driveway/sidewalk and replace with new concrete.  All work to be accomplished at 701 Fourth Street.
Stuart Simonson:  Remove existing concrete driveway approach and replace with new.  Put in a new sidewalk along east side and south side of house.  Install new windows, doors and garage door.  Apply new siding and downspouts.  All work to be completed at 614 Sixth Street. 

Upon motions by Johnson and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, the above-listed applications for Builder’s Permits were approved as stated.

There were no applications for employment.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed and disconnects were ordered.

Supt. Meyer and municipal employee James Zinnel reported on progress by the electric projects contractor since their return to Whittemore on March 17 after taking time off for the winter.  Meyer reported there is a new crew foreman and that Aevenia is filling holes around town that had been left open over the winter.  The workers have finished pulling wires through the conduit and they are now working towards getting connected with the Light Plant.  A few changes have been made in converting single phase to three-phase and these adjustments will help the City in the event of an outage in that an unplanned outage won’t be able to take out both sides of the city at the same time.  It is hoped we will be able to electrify the new system to the Light Plant by June 1; after that time generation of the new substation should be able to be accomplished.
Supt. Meyer noted that no three-phase electric service was built out to Blacktop Service Co., per their request, as they have purchased a generator for operating the Kossuth County plant located on 210 Street east of Whittemore.  As of this meeting date there is only single-phase (110/220 amp) service to their site.  In general discussion Council agreed that if the plant ever needs three-phase service down the road, it will be 100% Blacktop Service’s expense to make it available to their location.

The Mayor, Council and municipal workers then turned their attention to the need for a new controller at the wastewater plant.  The current controller, which operates three pumps, has been in service for nearly 40 years and is now in need of replacement as it no longer functions as it should.  Supt. Meyer has received an estimate from Quality Pump & Control Service for the cost of a new controller and it is listed at approximately $9,000 plus installation.  As workers with Quality Pump have made repairs, etc. through the years and they are familiar with the Whittemore wastewater (plant) system, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to hire Quality Pump & Control Service of Mason City to install the new equipment.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
There followed the annual discussion concerning abandoned/junked vehicles, unkempt properties and other nuisances; city staff to compose nuisance letters for property owners to clean up their yards or face the possibility of fines if they fail to do so.
Upon motions by Walker and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Dr. Rebecca Walker was reappointed to serve a five-year term on the Board of Adjustment.  Other Board of Adjustment members include Dean Dahlhauser, James Muller, Sondra Johnson and Dave Koppen.
The date and time of the next regular meeting was set for Monday, May 2, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

Whittemore’s April 2016 “Calendar of Events” was reviewed and it was announced that the following monies have been awarded to Whittemore applicants for Kossuth County Community Foundation grant funds:


Whittemore Public Library



- Exterior Renovations




$
4,000.00


Whittemore EMS



- Communications Update





1,500.00


Whittemore Fire Department



- Grain Bin Rescue Equipment




2,500.00


City of Whittemore Community Center


- New interior lighting





2,000.00
Councilman Simonson also wished to remind the public of the upcoming Don J. Whittemore Endowment Appreciation Day and Presentation of Award Grants to be held on Tuesday, April 26 beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the Legion Hall.  It is an “Open House” type of affair, and the public is invited to attend.

Councilman Johnson reported that a Children’s Bicycle Riding Safety Course is being planned by members of the Whittemore Gun Club and he would like to see the City of Whittemore support their efforts; the item to be added to the next regular meeting’s agenda.  Johnson also spoke of a request by the resident living at 513 Second Street to cut down two trees in the city parking.  The resident would like to improve her driveway and sidewalk, but with the older, weaker trees in the parking, she does not want to go to the expense of having the work done and the trees in turn damaging the new cement.  Council approved the resident’s request to remove the trees, but encourage her to plant two new trees inside the sidewalk, on her own property, once the sidewalk/driveway project is completed.
Supt. Meyer discussed the conditions of streets around town.  The City Clerk reported she has spoken with John Wagner of Blacktop Service Co. and he conveyed that Whittemore is on the top of the list for business when their season begins this spring.  Wagner also stated Whittemore is not the only town experiencing street issues; it was a bad fall last year with freezing/thawing/freezing/thawing conditions.  The price quotes Blacktop Service gave us in 2015 will also be honored in 2016.  Council further discussed the conditions of the streets and the heavy car traffic and semi loads that use the town’s roadways.  Upon conclusion, Council will continue talks to consider a four-way stop at the east intersection of Fourth and Broad Streets and also at the west intersection of Fifth and Broad Streets.
Meyer thanked everyone for their concerns and well-wishes after he suffered a heart attack on February 9, 2016.

It was noted that on April 4 the City received a check from the Resale Power Group of Iowa in the amount of $5,205.88 for Whittemore’s share of 2015-16 Distribution of Excess Operating Reserves.  
The Council approved the Whittemore Warrior 4-H Club’s request to host a root beer float booth at the carnival over Memorial Day weekend in 2016.  

The City’s 2016-17 “Business Insurance Package” by EMC Insurance Companies was  reviewed and the premium has dropped from last year; total due in May 2016 will be $59,371.00.

Schmitt Hardware plans on finishing up an on-going electric upgrade project at Whittemore City Hall and has requested they be allowed to do the day-long work on Wednesday, April 13.  Council approved the work schedule and ordered Whittemore City Hall to be closed in a timely manner on 04-13-2016 to allow Schmitt Hardware to accomplish the work.

It was announced that Algona Public High School students will be in Whittemore on Wednesday, April 27, to help rake and clean up city-owned properties around town.  Rain date for the event is Wednesday, May 4.  Council suggested the south entrance of Whittemore would be a good place for the students to start.

Employees of L & G Inc. were approved to be added to the City’s federally regulated random drug and alcohol testing program with the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities.

Council reiterated that at this time Whittemore has no incentive program in place for industrial utility customers.  

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Mayor declared the April 6, 2016 regular Council meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

