MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, March 7, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 7, 2016 in the Chambers of City Hall.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Karen Schwartzkopf, Jen Petersen, Dennis Kollasch, Andi Thompson and James Zinnel.

Mayor Elbert opened the Public Hearing on the proposed 2016-17 Fiscal Year Budget estimates at 5:30 p.m.  

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Karen Schwartzkopf, owner and editor of The Whittemore Independent, was present to discuss with the Mayor and Council her decision to end publication of the local newspaper on March 31.  As she reported, a decline in population brings a drop in subscriptions, and social media is another cause of concern and loss.   She spoke of her intentions to make the West Bend Journal known as a publication that serves the surrounding communities of Whittemore, Rodman, Cylinder, etc., and she also plans to dedicate an inside page to Whittemore news, ads and official notices.  Schwartzkopf will feature larger activity pictures and information of events on the front page of the Journal as they occur in our community.

The Mayor and Council thanked Karen Schwartzkopf for attending and presenting her information.  After further discussion, Resolution No. 2016-08 was introduced, a Resolution Designating an Official Newspaper for the City of Whittemore, Iowa.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider that the West Bend Journal be declared the “Official Newspaper” for any and all publications required by law for the City of Whittemore, Iowa and any and all official notices to the public as ordered by the Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-08 duly adopted.  The transition from the Whittemore Independent to the West Bend Journal will take place in a timely manner and according to publication deadlines.
There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the February 3, 2016 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the February 18, 2016 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of February, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $6214.06; Electric $52635.29; Electric System Improvements Project $16.54; Gas $51014.24; Water $12596.11; Sewer Rental $2936.33; Solid Waste $4273.03; Payroll $17055.84; Equipment $5070.26; Special Account $77.32; Halloween Party Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $none; Road Use Tax $5209.36; Customer Deposit $300.00; Debt Service $1.65; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $257.24; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none and Little League Savings $0.01.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to accept the February, 2016 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There being no citizens present to be heard for or against the Fiscal Year 2016-17 budget estimates as published in the February 18, 2016 edition of the Whittemore Independent, Mayor Elbert declared the Public Hearing for the same closed at 6:10 p.m.  Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2016-07, a Resolution adopting the FY 2016-2017 budget, as proposed, in the amount of $2,537,668 “Total Revenues and Other Sources” and $2,463,670 “Total Expenditures and Transfers Out”, with an estimated total tax levy per $1,000 valuation on regular property at $15.46652 and an estimated tax levy per $1,000 valuation on agricultural land at $3.00375.  Roll was called and the vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.   Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-07 and the FY2017 city budget duly adopted.

The following claims were submitted for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $24,120.79; Total Employee Wages $9,328.71; Card Services, credit card charges (Library and Natural Gas meeting expenses) $141.16; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1,973.00; Capital One, Switchgear Room storage cabinets $147.66; T&R Electric, pad mounts $4,453.00; RD Drenkow, February cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Wellmark BC/BS, FT employee health/dental insurances $3,514.26; AFLAC, employee insurance deductions $581.38; T&R Electric, pad mounts for Electric System Improvement Project $24,536.00. K-Mart, Library supplies $50.83; Baker & Taylor, audio books, DVDs and books $353.22; Guideposts, books $35.48; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Family Fun, subscription renewal $19.95; Smart Apple Media, Children’s books $54.90; Sandy Long, reimbursement $145.66; Kossuth Co. Library Association, membership dues for 2016 $25.00; Kossuth Co. Library Association, NC Iowa Library Symposium meeting registration $20.00; Counsel, clicks on the copier $33.17; Joy Johnson, books $15.00; Gale Cengage, large print books $121.44; US Bank, copier lease $120.88; Demco, Library office supplies $148.26; North Iowa Area City Clerks Association, 2016 membership dues $15.00; Kossuth County Auditor, November 3, 2015 City Election expenses $1,006.23, Jack’s OK Tire Service, tire repair on Ambulance $28.88; Presto-X, monthly pest control  $87.55; L & G Inc., February hauling/blowing snow $1,123.75; Iowa Department of Public Health, 2016 Swimming Pool registration fee $35.00; and Farm & Home Services, annual Machinery & Equipment Policy $1,704.00.

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $36,744.79; DGR Engineering, professional services through January 31, 2016 $2,140.22; Card Services, meeting lodging $89.28; Hach Company, chemicals $154.79; A I Processors, UPS charges for water testing samples $9.72; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals $332.36; Van-Hof Trucking Inc., trucking of salt to Water Plant $505.29; Mangold Environmental Testing Inc., wastewater testing $46.00; Quality Pump & Control, clear main lift station $635.00; Iowa DNR, Wastewater Treatment 1 Operator Certificate fee for James Zinnel $60.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $762.96; Shamrock Recycling Inc., (2 months) recyclables processing fees $216.72; Community Lumber Supply, washers for snow blade $7.20; CNH Capital, fuel tank and door lock/key for Case loader $101.62;MaxYield Cooperative, February fuel $829.20; Bomgaars, February “Shop” materials $114.37; West Bend Red Power, engine oil/Case loader $155.00; Randy Mueller, snow removal services $290.00; Aramark Uniform Services, February rugs, mops and uniforms $215.90; Kriz-Davis Co., street lighting relay, electric distribution materials $1,200.86; Northwest Communications, February telephone, FAX and internet services $338.90; Heather Posey, refund of customer deposit after final utility bill $157.33; James Zinnel, semi-annual cell phone reimbursement $90.00; Bryan Meyer, semi-annual cell phone reimbursement $90.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, February sales taxes $2192.00; Whittemore Independent, February publications $227.32; City of Whittemore, utilities $4,558.72; and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $217.73. Staff answered questions regarding claims for payment.  Motion was then made Lancaster and seconded by Schneider to pay the above-listed bills for March, 2016.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for Builder’s Permits.

Council reviewed one application for employment, that from Jennifer Kraus to Co-Manage the Whittemore Swimming Pool for the 2016 season.  Application was placed on file for future reference.

A current list of delinquent accounts were discussed; disconnects were ordered accordingly.

The 2016 Summer Little League program was next on the agenda.  This year’s fee will remain at $20.00 per player, the same amount as charged the past two seasons (registration fee includes a new t-shirt and cap).  Staff asked Council to determine if it was permissible to allow a kindergarten-aged child to play on the second/third grade team, as this has been the request by two families this spring.  Council decided that if the second/third grade team’s coach approves, moving the kindergartener up can be done at the parent’s and child’s risk only. Sign-up continues to take place and team rosters need to be turned into the Emmetsburg Little League office by the end of March.  On  a side-note, Councilman Johnson noted it is too late to do anything with the infield surface anymore this spring, but that the cost estimate to make the improvements he had in mind earlier this year were estimated to be approximately $5,000 for materials.

Council then discussed the upcoming season at the Whittemore Swimming Pool.  2016 Manager Jen Petersen was in attendance and reported she had painted walls in the women’s restroom last fall in an attempt to brighten the area, but the concept doesn’t seem to be adding much light.  Municipal workers were directed to contact Schmitt Hardware about installing new lighting to meet safety standards at the facility.
Other upgrades included for the Swimming Pool property this year will be updating the lattice on the bleachers canopy and also the concrete work on the north platform outside the bathhouse where it is hoped a better pitch can be added to take away any moisture that tends to stand and cause problems for cleaning personnel and also swimming patrons.  Councilman Johnson is going to donate his time for this concrete work.
Swimming Pool employee wages were considered.  Noting information provided by the Clerk regarding hourly amounts paid to lifeguards working at area pools, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to set wages for the Whittemore Swimming Pool staff as follows for 2016:


Manager:
$12.00 per hour


Co-Manager:
$10.00 per hour


Lifeguard:
$8.00 per hour base pay plus $0.15 per hour for each returning year of service.

Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  As in the past, the City of Whittemore provides two (2) swim suits to NEW employees and one (1) new swim suit per season to returning guards.  The employee must work eight (8) weeks to keep the suit; if they do not last that long they are responsible for reimbursing the City the cost of the suit(s).  Managerial staff, while working in the bathhouse and testing water, etc., will not be required to wear the standard-issued suit.  

Per motions by Lancaster and Johnson and by unanimous vote of the Council, the 2016 Season Ticket Prices will remain the same as those charged since 2014, namely:
Family Season Ticket:  $85.00 each (price includes sales taxes)

Individual Season Ticket:  $55.00 each (price includes sales taxes)

10-Day Vacation Pass:  $30.00 each (price includes sales taxes)

Daily Admission Price (good for all day):  $4.00 per person
Hours of operation at the Swimming Pool were also considered.  In an attempt to be more user-friendly, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to set the following OPEN hours for 2016:
Opening Day thru Closing Day/End of Season

Daily 1:00 – 7:00 p.m.

~ Weather Permitting ~

Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Water aerobics classes will be held at the discretion of the manager.  As this is the 75th year for the Whittemore Swimming Pool, it is hoped some special events can be planned during the month of July.  The Council thanked Jen Petersen for her work the previous two season and it is hoped everything will run smoothly again in 2016.
The electric system improvement projects and contractors performing the work are still on winter break and should be returning to the area as warmer weather approaches.  Council and municipal workers commented on the alleys and driveways that are in bad shape due to the underground boring associated with the projects; distribution system contractors (Aevenia) will be responsible for leaving the properties as pristine as they found them.
Iowa’s Governor Terry Branstad has instituted a new program entitled “Home Base Iowa” in an attempt to attract retiring armed forces veterans to our state.  Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development Corporation is endeavoring to have all communities in the two counties declared “Home Base Iowa” areas, thereby offering incentives to new retirees and their families to relocate to towns in our area which adds eligible workers to the currently-declining work force.  After further review of the information provided about the new state program, Resolution No. 2016-09 was introduced, a Resolution Committing the City of Whittemore to Become a “Home Base Iowa” Business Participant.  It does not commit the city to hiring a veteran over someone else.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2016-09 allowing Whittemore in Kossuth County, Iowa to become a participant in the “Home Base Iowa” program.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-09 duly adopted.  No incentives for the new program were considered at this time.  
Council reviewed the City’s business utility incentive package at this time.  No action was taken.
Resolution No. 2016-10; a Resolution to Adopt a “Contract for Law Enforcement Services” between the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore, was presented.  Per the contract, annual compensation to the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office will be in the amount of $2,000 for the 2016-17 Fiscal Year.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to approve Resolution No. 2016-10 which adopts a “Contract for Law Enforcement Services” between the Kossuth County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Whittemore.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Resolution No. 2016-10 was adopted.

Councilman Johnson brought forth a discussion regarding the former Town Marshall’s equipment that remains the property of the City of Whittemore.  City staff to contact Bev Walker about creating some sort of display case or memory box to display said items.
Final discussion was held for replacement of overhead doors on City Maintenance Shed.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to purchase the required new doors from Lichter’s Garage Opener Service Inc., of Algona in the approximate total amount of $6350.00.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  
Resolution No. 2016-11; a Resolution Granting Permission to Perform Environmental Activities on Property Belonging to the City of Whittemore in Conjunction with On-Going Environmental Investigation at 400 Broad Street, Whittemore, Iowa was introduced.  Seneca Environmental Services has again been retained to perform environmental activities at Gene’s Tire Service located at 400 Broad Street.  The investigation at Gene’s Tire, per request of the Iowa DNR, includes performing subsurface remediation activities to aid in the cleanup of the petroleum release on the subject property.  The proposed work may help bring resolution to the site.  Per this Resolution, Seneca Environmental Services is requesting permission to install to complete temporary chemical injection “point borings in the City Right of Way to the east of Gene’s Tire Service.  The borings will be installed, utilizing a track mounted geoprobe to push 2” steel rods to a depth of 14’ surrounding an existing well on City property (MW-204 see enclosed copy of site map).  Fluids will be injected into the contaminated zone and then recovered via high vacuum extraction truck.  Installation activities will cause some minor disturbance to the property; however, Seneca personnel will make every attempt to restore the property as close to its original condition as possible.”  During all stages of the project, SES will be responsible for the oversight of the drilling and they will also be responsible for the installation, maintenance and removal of the well.

After review of the “Request for Permission Form” from Seneca, motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson approve Resolution No. 2016-11, a Resolution Granting Permission to Perform Environmental Activities on Property Belonging to the City of Whittemore in Conjunction with On-Going Environmental Investigation at 400 Broad Street, Whittemore, Iowa.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried and Resolution No. 2016-11 was adopted.
Dennis Kollasch, a member of the Route Committee for the “5K Spirit Fun Run/Walk” sponsored by St. Michael’s Parish, was present to discuss with the Mayor and Council the planned course they would like to see used for the morning of May 28, 2016.  The second-annual event is scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. and it is estimated the run/walk should be finished by 11 o’clock or shortly thereafter that same morning.  Kollasch noted that comments received after last year’s event included the request by participants to “cover more of the town”, and this year’s map complies with that wish.  It was noted more volunteers and barricades will be needed to meet this year’s safety requirements; the committee also asked that the restrooms at Noah’s Park be opened and available for public use that morning.
Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson to approve the proposed course for the 2016 St. Michael’s 5K Spirit Fun Run/Walk to be held on Saturday, May 28, and that municipal workers make available to the Route Committee, city barricades and whatever else equipment they will need in order to make the event a safe experience for all participants and workers.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

Due to the annual meeting of the Whittemore Gun Club being set for the first Monday in April, the date, time and place of the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, April 6, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

The March, 2016 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was highlighted to the Council.  Councilperson Walker noted a Relay for Life Breakfast Fundraiser was held at the Legion Hall in Whittemore on Sunday, March 6, raising $3,400 for the American Cancer Society.  The fundraiser is conducted annually by the Relay for Life Team “Angels Among Us”.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Councilman Johnson inquired about replacing the Case loader with a newer model; no action was taken.

Municipal employee James Zinnel reported on the following:

· the street lights in the downtown business area have been repaired and are in operational order.

· L & G Inc. has purchased a new cement saw and is willing to sell to the City their used unit with a brand new blade at a reduced rate; the Council decided against the acquisition for the City of Whittemore.
· Workers will attempt to do some cold-patch street repair to smooth out the intersection of Second and Palo Alto Streets.  
· Zinnel has passed tests to obtain his Wastewater I Operator’s Certification.

Clerk Farrell noted that Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. called City Hall on February 25 to report his office is in the process of starting to purchase five year stored natural gas for the communities he serves.  At this time they are looking at prices between $3.25 and $3.50 per MCF, which is lower than he had first hoped.  He wants to be able to secure approximately 15% of our “Stored” five-year volume before the end of March. 

Council then considered relocating the recycling bin from its current location directly north of City Hall to an area with firmer ground conditions.  The driveway near the new switchgear room was suggested for a permanent location, but it was felt that during the winter snowbanks would become an issue.  No action was taken on the issue at this time.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the March 7, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

/s/ Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

