MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA
(Originally Scheduled for Tuesday, February 2, 2016 but Postponed 24 Hrs Due to Weather)

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Whittemore City Council was called to order by Mayor Elbert at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 3, 2016 in the Chambers of City Hall at 315 Fourth Street in Whittemore.  Present were Council members Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, and Walker.  Absent:  Lancaster.   Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting were Craig Brownell, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

Craig Brownell, plant manager of A I Processors in Whittemore, was present to announce to city officials that the local processing plant, owned by Albion Industries, has been sold to Balchem Corporation, a company that engages in the development, manufacturing and marketing of specialty performance ingredients and products for the food, nutritional, feed, pharmaceutical and medical sterilization industries in the United States and internationally.  Brownell stated that animal nutrition will be the segment of business produced in Whittemore and he believes this transaction will be a great asset to Whittemore. 
There being no additions or corrections, the minutes of the January 4, 2016 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the January 14, 2016 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of January, 2016 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $8480.10; Electric $48566.27; Electric System Improvements Project $19.56; Gas $39390.66; Water $12595.23; Sewer Rental $3513.31; Solid Waste $5411.37; Payroll $20491.53; Equipment $2783.76; Special Account $77.32; Halloween Party Savings Account $none; Playground Savings Account $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $195.85; Road Use Tax $4532.59; Customer Deposit $200.00; Debt Service $12.01; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $none; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $357.99; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.01.  Upon review, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to accept the February 2016 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following bills and claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas purchased, reservation charges and service fee $20512.34; Total employee wages $11413.28; Total contract labor $31.50; Horizon’s Unlimited, (final) recyclables processing fee $50.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $2164.00; IRS, 4th quarter 2015 Form 941 $442.91; Treasurer, State of Iowa, use taxes $515.00; Dearborn National, quarterly insurances $395.85; RD Drenkow, January cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Sandy Long, mileage, DVDs and audiobooks reimbursement $58.48; Counsel Office, copies $5.59; Iowa Library Association, 2016 membership $90.00; Demco, supplies $3.00; K-Mart, Library supplies $81.19; US Bank Equipment, copy machine contract $71.93; Better Homes & Gardens, subscription renewal $11.98; Algona Publishing Co., subscription renewal $55.00; Center Point Large Print Books, large-print books $83.88; Baker & Taylor, books $752.66; Presto-X, monthly pest control $87.55; Iowa Lakes Community College, Kossuth County EMS Day continuing education registrations $140.00; AJ’s Service, tree removal $350.00; North Iowa Lumber & Design Inc., scrapers and adhesive remover $44.96; Bomgaars, heaters and fuses $61.43; Advantage Administrators, cafeteria plan annual fee $216.00; Dan Patten Roofing, reinstall metal on top of City Hall/Devine Bldg $333.20; L & G Inc., January statement including assisting with snow removal $1,102.50; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $35,943.61; Kriz-Davis Co., connectors and covers $133.92; DGR Engineering, professional engineering                                                                                          services thru December 31, 2015 $5,384.98; Iowa TQ Pipeline Safety, conference registration fee $225.00; Bev Walker, 50% of Algona Plumbing & Heating bill to light furnace at 400 Broad Street $66.81; Bryan Meyer, mileage reimbursement $113.40; Tegra Corp., bulk salt $3,694.70; A I Processors, UPS postage charges for water samples $10.05; Hawkins, Inc., chemicals $349.72; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing $81.00; Quality Pump & Control, new pump at Sewer Plant with motor & installation costs 12,467.07; and Community Lumber Supply, January statement for supplies $503.74; 
Also, Buscher Bros., hose ends for Loader; two mirrors $157.90; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., repair brakes on Dump Truck $450.41; Whittemore Truck & Trailer, repair work on Dump Truck and HyRanger $1,243.82; West Bend Red Power, hydraulic fluid for Case Loader $155.00; MaxYield Cooperative, January statement $909.62; Titan Machinery, loader and snow plow repair/maintenance $2,871.57; Fred Amon, refund of Customer Deposit after final utility bill $63.38; Aramark Uniform Service, January rugs, mops and uniforms $208.64; Whittemore Independent, January publications $105.98; Utility Sales & Service, Inc., threading compound, gas distribution inventory materials $252.06; Supplies N’More, utility meter cards $191.83; Iowa One Call, locates $28.90; Data Technologies, Inc., 2015 W-2 & W-3 forms $75.37; IAMU, meeting registration fees and quarterly Safety Course dues $1,073.98; Bonnstetter Auto Body, repair work to loader and table rack at Community Center $144.75; Schmitt Hardware, January statement and services $921.94; E-Pride Office Products, case copy paper $39.00; Northwest Communications, telephone, FAX and internet services $338.90; City of Whittemore, utilities $5015.92; and City of Whittemore, total petty cash expenses $401.02.
Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There were no applications for Builder’s Permits.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

As the distribution workmen (Aevenia) are off for the winter, there is very little to report with the electric system improvement project. At this time Resolution No. 2016-04 was introduced; a Resolution Approving Electric Distribution Improvements Pay Estimate No. 2 to Aevenia in the amount of $59,430.72 for UG Distribution and 4160 Voltage Conversion (for the period 11-3-15 to 12-15-15).  Upon motions by Simonson and Schneider, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Mayor Elbert was authorized to act as representative for the City to sign the document and the Clerk was directed to issue a check in the amount of $59,430.72 to Aevenia for finalization of Pay Estimate No. 2. 
Resolution No. 2016-05; a Resolution Approving Electric Distribution Improvements – Pay Estimate No. 3 to Aevenia in the amount of $64,493.55 for UG Distribution and 4160 Voltage Conversion (for the period 12-16-15 to 1-14-16) was presented.  Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Johnson to authorize Mayor Elbert to act as representative for the City to sign Pay Estimate No. 3 and that payment in the amount of $64,493.55 be made to Aevenia for the period 12-16-15 to 01-14-16.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-05 duly adopted.
Council reviewed three estimates received for replacement of the two large overhead doors on the City maintenance shed.  As there were questions raised on total prices and whether or not the bids included remotes/openers, or if the doors had windows in them, etc. no action was taken at this time and the agenda item was tabled until the next regular meeting.
Resolution No. 2016-06; a Resolution Authorizing the Payment of Claims Prior to Council Approval was introduced.  Suggested during the FY2015 exam by Hogan-Hansen, P.C., this Resolution is designed to authorize City Clerk staff to pay regular bills such as AFLAC, Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield insurance premiums, monthly payroll and sales taxes, etc. which are due before the end of each month, but are not received or calculated until mid-month, most always after the regular Council meeting date.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept Resolution No. 2016-06.  Vote was all AYES and Resolution No. 2016-06 was duly adopted.

Upon motions by Johnson and Walker and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, March 5, 2016 for the Grotto of the Redemption’s “Guardians of the Grotto” Banquet.

The Mayor and Council reviewed the fiscal year 2016-2017 budget estimates which include itemized expenditures of up to $100,000 for street repairs; $5,000 for cement work on the north side of the Bathhouse at the Swimming Pool; $5,000 to renovate the tennis/basketball court area at Noah’s Park; $30,000 for exterior building upgrades at the Whittemore Public Library (windows, siding, west door entrance, etc.) and $6,000 for assistance with (possible) purchase of new radios for the Fire Department and Ambulance service. Following a report by the Clerk and discussion by the Council, motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to set the estimated tax levy for FY 2016-17 at $15.47 per $1,000 valuation on regular property, which is down from the rate of  $16.16 per $1,000 valuation (regular property) currently being assessed in the 2015-16 budget year.  The decrease is aided in part by the taxable valuation of the community being raised by the County Assessor to $10,923,740 from the previous rate of $9,437,740.  Roll call vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson and Walker.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Lancaster.  Motion carried.

The Council then set Monday, March 7, 2016 at 5:30 P.M. in the Chambers of City Hall as the date, time and place for a Public Hearing to be held for the proposed 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Budget.  The next regular Council meeting will coincide with the Budget Public Hearing as it will be the first Monday of the month, namely March 7, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Whittemore’s “Community Events” schedule for February 2016 was reviewed.  

There were no City Committee reports.
Mayor Elbert and the Council thanked the municipal employees for their efforts and dedication to keeping the roads open and getting the snow piles moved following the 10” snowfall and blizzard-like conditions the community and county experienced on Monday and Tuesday, February 1 and 2.  

Councilman Johnson spoke of a project he would like to see become a reality at Noah’s Park ball diamond in that the infield playing surface be replaced with a new granite substance especially designed for such a purpose.  The Council directed him to obtain price estimates for the work and have them available for discussion at a future meeting.

Supt. Meyer asked the Council to direct City Hall staff to write a letter to a resident and to post notice that it is not legal to throw snow back into the streets or alleys once the plows have pushed it off the streets.  He also stated there are several annual meetings coming up in February that he will need to attend.

The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the February 3, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

/s/ Linda K. Farrell
City Clerk

