MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, January 4, 2016 – 5:30 P.M.

Mayor Daniel J. Elbert called to order the first regular Council meeting of the New Year on Monday, January 4, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Members present were Council members Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Karla Walker, Becky Lancaster and Rodney Johnson (arriving at 5:57 p.m.).  Absent:  none.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Sandy Long, Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

The Mayor, Council and staff congratulated Stuart Simonson on his December 31, 2015 retirement from Farmers State Bank.

There were no persons present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of the meeting; Clerk Farrell relayed a telephone message to the Council from a WMU patron that was received on December 30, 2015 regarding the increase in water charges.

Library Director Sandy Long was present to meet with the Council and discuss the Board of Trustee approved proposal for window and siding replacements for the exterior of the Whittemore Public Library.  She reports that all windows and siding on the building are original, and there has been little exterior-required maintenance of the facility, other than shingle replacement, since construction was completed in 1984. At this time all the seals are broken on a lot of the windows and it is unknown what sort of situation exists under the wood siding.  The Library Board has received an estimate from Dave Koppen Construction & Custom Cabinetry in the amount of $24,349.49 for “labor and materials to remove old windows and replace with new; insulate windows; use old trim if it fits otherwise replace with new; install new vinyl siding; clad under windows where there is brick; install new vents and j blocks; windows will be stained and varnished after installed and trim is on.” 
The Library Director states she feels this is a “high end” bid as the windows priced are from West Bend Community Lumber and they are all “no open” windows.  The labor is also estimated higher as Dave Koppen is unsure of what he will run into when they go to replace the window units.  Mrs. Long also noted Library staff will be applying to Kossuth County Community Foundation and Don J. Whittemore Endowment Fund grant monies to help with the project, along with conducting fundraisers, etc. to assist with the cost of the project.

Council granted its approval of the exterior window and siding project and after further discussion and consideration, it was decided by the Council and Library Director to also seek an estimate to replace the main entrance door and flooring ( as neither is in very good shape) and to restore the vented fascia at the same time as the siding.  
The Mayor and Council thanked Sandy Long for her presentation and wished her good luck with the project. 

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the December 7, 2015 regular Council meeting were approved as published in the December 17, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of December, 2015 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $20181.09; Electric $54367.19; Electric System Improvement Projects $20.30; Gas $39910.72; Water $12813.83; Sewer Rental $3148.22; Solid Waste $4658.22; Payroll $21589.33; Equipment $1384.65; Special Account $964.13; Halloween Savings Account $none; Playground Savings $none; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $275.00; Road Use Tax $5438.27; Customer Deposit $250.00; Debt Service $277.01; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $300.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $2096.55; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings Account $0.01.  After review and questions regarding disbursements, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Schneider to accept the December, 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

Clayton Energy Corp., December natural gas purchases, reservation charges and service fee $24343.30; Total all employee wages (including Mayor & Council 4th quarter 2015) $13125.85; Total all contract labor $94.50; Card Services, meeting/lodging expenses and Library supplies $499.00; Treasurer, State of Iowa, sales taxes $1953.00; RD Drenkow, December cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Aevenia, Pay Estimate No. 1 for Electric System Improvement Project contracting work 10-10-15 thru 11-03-15 $75,580.33; Sandy Long, reimbursement for meeting expenses, DVDs, and supplies for Christmas Open House $185.56; K-Mart, candy, lights & ornaments $24.87; Guideposts, books $35.48; Baker & Taylor, books and audio books $1,008.56; Joy Metzger, reimbursement for gel pens $16.80; Demco, supplies $61.80; Office Depot, Library supplies $105.45; Reminisce, subscription renewal $29.98; Martha Stewart Living, subscription renewal $28.00; Good Housekeeping, subscription renewal $10.70; Mid-America Books, Children’s books $101.70; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; Cengage Learning, large print books $60.72; Presto-X, pest control $85.00; Menard’s, door locks $64.33; Kriz-Davis Co., electric distribution supplies $1,985.08; Nathan Hovinga, refund of Customer Deposit $300.00; and Elbert Chevrolet, December statement $72.25.

Also, L & G Inc., December services, labor and materials $2,100.23; Randy Mueller, snow removal services $110.00; Counsel, copier rental and clicks at City Hall and Library $98.68; Aramark Uniform Service, December rugs, mops and uniforms $256.60; A I Processors, UPS charges $21.10; Heath Consultants, utilities locator $4,155.73; Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, IUB Energy Efficiency Plan Reporting and workshop registration fee $885.00; Brown Supply Co., spray paint/flags for utilities marking $169.00; Iowa One Call, locates $20.70; Mangold Environmental Testing, water/wastewater testing fees $533.00; Bryan Meyer, reimbursement for mileage/lodging expenses $259.35; Bomgaars, December charges including garage heater $176.89; Card Services, DVDs and books at Library $139.38; Schmitt Hardware, December statement (labor, materials and services) $464.87; Trupke Electric Motor Services, drill set $49.99; Agri-Services of Northern Iowa, Inc., new tires on Garbage truck $957.50; Arnold Motor Supply, loader repair $19.16; CNH Capital Industrial Productivity Plus, replace fenders/deflectors on Case Loader $772.81; Whittemore Independent, December publications $431.83; MaxYield Cooperative, diesel fuel at Light Plant $860.00; City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $321.75; City of Whittemore, utilities $3014.20; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $28832.41; Utilities Plus Energy Services, relay and CT Testing $7,982.20; DGR Engineering, professional services through 11-30-15 $3,871.73; Curt Vaudt, settle problems associated with Electric System Improvement Project/hitting private tile in field (to be submitted to project contractor for reimbursement) $531.00; Kriz-Davis Co., box pads $2,969.25; and L & G Inc., services for Electrical System Improvements Project $1,197.80.
Supt. Meyer stated that the City’s bill from Kriz-Davis Co. in the amount of $1,985.08 is basically a maintenance issue at the Light Plant;  problems were re-routed over the past but now need to be addressed since the City is doing the upgrade.  The Clerk commented that the customer at 400 Broad Street experienced service issues with the regulator freezing up on the natural gas meter in late November.  As it is the City’s responsibility to maintain the meter, Council is willing to go 50/50 on the plumber bill the customer received when they tried to resolve the problem on their own.  

At this time the statement from Curt Vaudt in the amount of $531.00 was considered.  Aevenia, the contractor for the Electric System Improvement Project, hit the Vaudt field tile in the boring process and that, in turn, required the family to have to run their basement sump pump non-stop for 33 days.  This resulted in an unusually high rural electric bill and undue labor to maintain the pumping operation for the Vaudts.  Council discussed the situation and feels the City will pay Mr. Vaudt for his claim, but will then seek reimbursement from Aevenia for 100% of the costs incurred in repair (L&G’s and Curt Vaudt’s invoices).

Motion was made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims for payment with the aforementioned stipulations and conditions being in place.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
There were no Builder Permit applications submitted for Council consideration.

The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Pay Request #2 from Harold K. Scholz Co. in the amount of $147,873.29 for Whittemore Substation Construction and Power Plant Modifications was presented.  Pay Request #2 is for construction work during the period 5-21-15 through 12-11-15 at the new electric substation located south of Whittemore.  The dollar amount represents “approximately 75% of the expected final contract price paid, including this payment” (Original contract price:  $328,421.76.)  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Johnson to approve Pay Request #2 from Harold K. Scholz Co. in the amount of $147,873.29.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.
Also reviewed at this time was an email dated January 4, 2016 from Troy Metzger of DGR Engineering informing the Council that “the distribution Contractor (Aevenia) installing the main distribution circuit from the new sub to town, the new underground feeder/misc ties, and the overhead line voltage conversion mods has notified DGR that they will be shutting down for the winter.  They have the main circuit and most of the new feeders installed with terminations and testing to be completed yet.  DGR is now estimating that the energization of the new system will not occur until April, depending on the rest of winter and the coming spring weather.  The cutover of the existing feeders to the new feeders would follow, probably starting in late April or May.”  MaxYield Cooperative has granted Aevenia permission to park their equipment and trucks west of the new fire station until such a time they are able to return to Whittemore to complete their portion of the electric system improvement project.

Office staff reported that Bill Lindley of Clayton Energy Corp. was in Whittemore on December 16 and at that time he informed those present at the information gathering that he is going to begin looking at purchasing stored natural gas (up to 25% as a base) for the next five years if the price goes under $3.50 per MCF.  Lindley considers this to be an excellent price and he also pointed out that the low prices are due to the surplus of natural gas that exists in the United States.
Council discussed the “Discounted Equity Initiative Proposal” offer from MaxYield Cooperative.  Keeping with the opinion that the City of Whittemore will be in existence for many years to come, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Johnson not to accept the MaxYield offer.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.

There were no bid estimates available to review for replacement of the overhead doors on the City’s maintenance shed.  No action was taken and the item was tabled until the next regular meeting.

Motion was then made by Walker and seconded by Simonson to approve renewal applications for a Class C Liquor license and a Sunday Sale Privilege by T & S Ventures, Inc., DBA “Pitchers” for a one-year period February 4, 2016 through February 3, 2017.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The process of issuing or renewing all license permits with the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division is electronically completed over the Internet.

Resolution No. 2016-01, a Resolution Adopting an Updated “Investment Policy” for the City of Whittemore was introduced.  This is to update the City’s current Investment Policy, which has been in place since 1992, and it also completes a recommendation by Hogan-Hansen, P.C. in their FY2014 audit report.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to adopt Resolution No. 2016-01.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-01 duly adopted.
Resolution No. 2016-02, a Resolution Adopting an Updated “Depository Resolution” for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, was presented.  This, too, completes a recommendation by Hogan-Hansen, P.C. in their FY2014 audit report; the Resolution names Farmers State Bank as the depository for the public funds belonging to the City of Whittemore.  Upon motions by Johnson and Lancaster, and by unanimous vote of the Council, Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2016-02 duly adopted.
Finally, Resolution No. 2016-03, a Resolution Adopting a “Employee Expense/Mileage Reimbursement Request” form for the City of Whittemore, Iowa, was introduced.  The form must be used to submit any employee’s request for compensation of personal monies expended for mileage, meeting expenses, work-related credit card charges, etc. on behalf of the City of Whittemore.  Motion was made by Schneider and seconded by Walker to adopt Resolution No. 2016-03.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and the resolution was adopted.

Considered next were large and/or unusual expenditures to be included in the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year budget for the City of Whittemore.  Item or project costs to be built into the new budget include $100,000 for street repairs with the cost to be divided between the General Fund and Road Use Tax fund; $5,000 for renovation of the tennis court area at Noah’s Park; $4,000 for the overhead light replacement project at the Community Center; $5,000 to continue with concrete work to fill cracks at the Swimming Pool and renovate the sitting area immediately north of the Bathhouse; $7,500 for camera work in storm sewer lines; and to be included in the Library Board’s budget proposal, the estimates to replace all windows and exterior siding, with possible approval of an estimate to update the west entrance and its flooring, and soffits on the building at 405 Fourth Street.  Councilman Johnson spoke of the need to improve the condition of the ball diamond at Noah’s Park; he was asked to bid the project and present the cost estimates at the next regular meeting.
Whittemore’s “Community Events” schedule for January 2016 was reviewed.  

Due to the Iowa Caucus Night being scheduled for February 1, the date and time for the next regular Council meeting was set for Tuesday, February 2, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no “City Committee” reports.

Supt. Meyer reported municipal employees will be attending training and continuing education classes throughout the next few months.  The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed.

Clerk Farrell announced that representatives of Hogan-Hansen, P.C. plan to be in Whittemore City Hall on Wednesday, January 6, for the required Fiscal Year 2015 examination/audit fieldwork.

A reminder was extended that the deadline to submit a grant application to the Kossuth County Community Foundation is Friday, January 15, 2016 and the deadline for submitting a grant request to the Don J. Whittemore Endowment Fund is Monday, January 18, 2016.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the January 4, 2016 regular meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
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