MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Monday, December 7, 2015 – 5:30 P.M.

The Council of the City of Whittemore, Iowa, met in regular session on Monday, December 7, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall with Mayor Daniel J. Elbert presiding.  Members present were Council persons Stuart Simonson, Tim Schneider, Karla Walker, Becky Lancaster and Rodney Johnson (arriving at 5:45 p.m.).  Others in attendance included Andi Thompson, James Zinnel and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the Public Comments portion of this meeting.

The minutes of the November 2, 2015 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the November 12, 2015 edition of the Whittemore Independent.

The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of November, 2015 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $33969.44; Electric $51149.57; Electric System Improvement Project $19.95; Gas $29084.88; Water $9232.99; Sewer Rental $2977.45; Solid Waste $4975.56; Payroll $17573.66; Equipment $1790.96; Special Account $77.32; Halloween Party Savings Account $200.00; Project Share $5.00; Community Center Savings Account $115.00; Road Use Tax $5387.71; Customer Deposit $450.00; Debt Service $555.87; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2500.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.04; Library Regular $8344.66; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $none; and Little League Savings $0.01.  Clerk Farrell noted interest payments made in a timely manner on the Electric System Improvements Project and also on the 2008 Water Plant project.  She noted the Halloween Party Savings Account has been closed and the balance of monies was transferred to the Whittemore Warrior’s 4-H Club, per November 2, 2015 Council decision.  Upon further review of all activities, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to accept the November, 2015 Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried. 

The following bills were presented for payment:  Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services and charges $17572.01; Total (all) Employee Wages $9646.57; Total (all) contract labor $58.50; Banker’s Trust (interest), Electric Revenue Capital Loan Note $41246.25; Iowa Finance Authority, Water Plant bonds (interest) payment $6165.00; Card Services, purchases at Library and equipment repairs $654.54; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1915.00; RD Drenkow, November cafeteria plan withholdings $253.88; Whittemore Warriors 4-H Club, transfer of Halloween Party Savings Account balance to close account $4.05; Counsel Office Documents copies at Library $10.04; Joy Metzger, meeting expense reimbursement $44.80; Sandy Long, reimbursement for books, display rack & meeting mileage $187.06; Kmart, DVD’s, Christmas lights, program supplies $216.61; Baker & Taylor, books and Children’s audio CD $447.77; Center Point Large Print, books $83.88; MicroMarketing LLC, CDs and cases $153.97; Gale/CENGAGE, large print books $121.44; Dave Koppen Construction, double wide book shelf $1,500.00; Our Iowa magazine, subscription renewal $32.98; National Geographic, subscription renewal $39.00; Seventeen magazine, subscription renewal $12.84; US Bank Equipment Finance, (Library) copy machine monthly rental and one time set up fee $119.88; Presto-X, monthly pest control $85.00; KCEDC, annual fee for Postini $36.00; Tascha Wykoff, November cleaning at Community Center $150.00; Kriz-Davis Co., electric distribution supplies $291.75; Canadian Pacific Railway, annual rent fee $30.00; Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $33,465.67; West Bend Municipal Utilities, set pole $363.80; T & R Electric Supply, 2/75KVA single-phase pad mounts $2,874.00; McMahon, Stowater ET AL, Utility Easement preparation $267.00; L & G Inc., concrete breakup $300.00; Concrete Creations, concrete for transformer pad $1,200.00; and DGR Engineering, professional services on Electric System Improvement Projects thru 10-31-2015 $1,792.00.

Also, Kossuth Regional Health Center, random drug testing $25.00; CJ Cooper & Associates, random drug testing $70.00; Hawkins Inc., chemicals at Water Plant $310.50; Community Lumber Supply, door at sewer plant control house $545.00; Mangold Environmental Testing, wastewater testing $39.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,074.07; Horizon’s Unlimited of PAC, recyclables processing fee $50.00; Elbert Chevrolet Inc., November statement $246.54; MaxYield Cooperative, November statement $995.07; Algona Machine & Supply Inc., fabricated plates $123.04; Printing Services Inc., office supplies $53.44; Data Technologies, annual license fee and support fee $2,298.23; Ayrshire Communications, telephone, FAX and internet services (all locations) $256.72; Randy Mueller, snow removal at Library and Community Center $45.00; Brown Supply Co., reflective fire hydrant poles and water distribution supplies $443.24; Whittemore Independent, November publications $334.02; Iowa One Call, locates $18.90; Central Iowa Distributing, case of toilet paper $79.37; Aramark Uniform Services, November rugs, mops and uniforms $208.94; Northwest Communications, configure digital display sign $401.38; Elbert Bros. Well Drilling, backhoe digging for digital display sign $75.00; Menard’s – Spencer, replacement lights for starburst decorations $155.88; Beverly Walker, labor to check/repair starburst decorations $260.00; Bomgaars, landscaping mulch and battery $207.61; GrassMasters, final phase of annual fertilization/weed control $501.15; MaxYield, November statement $995.07; Schmitt Hardware, October and November statements $1,814.69; Whittemore Independent, November publications $794.12; City of Whittemore, utilities $2,964.93; and City of Whittemore, (total) petty cash expenses $304.11. 
Motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to approve the above-listed claims for payment.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following application for a Builder’s Permit was considered:


Mike & Janan Gillis:  Replace existing entryway to basement with new; replace one window to the south and one window to the west in the house with units of the same size.  All work to be completed at 604 Sixth Street.

Upon motions by Simonson and Lancaster and by unanimous vote of the Council, the Builder’s Permit application was approved.

The delinquent accounts list was reviewed and disconnection of water service was ordered.

Supt. Meyer briefed the Council on a private tile owned by Curtis Vaudt of rural Whittemore that was damaged while boring for the electric service improvements project.  City staff and representatives of Aevenia and DGR Engineering have met with Mr. Vaudt and it has been determined that once the private tile is located, repairs will be made at the cost of the project contractor. 

Pay Estimate No. 1 “Electric Distribution Improvements 2015-2016 REBID” in the amount of $75,580.33 to Aevenia for related work on electric service improvements project was presented.  Per Isaac Rinkenberger of DGR Engineering, the City is being petitioned to pay Aevenia $75,580.33 per Pay Estimate No. 1 for their contracting work 10-10-15 thru 11-03-15.  The overall contract price for their distribution repair/improvement services is $409,515.47.  After further review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Schneider to authorize Daniel J. Elbert, Mayor of the City of Whittemore, to sign Pay Estimate No. 1 and that payment be made to Aevenia in the amount of $75,580.33, per Pay Estimate No. 1.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried.

A report for the 2015-16 heating season “Forward Priced” natural gas volumes, purchased by Clayton Energy Corp. on behalf of the City of Whittemore, was evaluated.  The average price of storage natural gas purchased is at $2.7636 per MCF.
Councilman Schneider reported on a telephone conversation he had with Zeb Besch, a representative of Dump-It solid waste service in Algona in that Dump-It would be willing to accept Whittemore recyclables for a cost to the City at $150.00 per month.  Deputy Clerk Thompson reported plans that were being considered by Palo Alto County did not materialize and the Board of Supervisors is meeting in Emmetsburg on Tuesday, December 8, to determine their course of action for disposal of recyclable materials.  Council then questioned Shamrock Recycling charging the City of Emmetsburg only 16.5 cents per capita compared to the 24.5 cents per capita he is proposing being paid by the City of Whittemore for the same service.   After further discussion, Resolution No. 2015-18 was introduced, a Resolution Accepting a Recyclables Processing Contract between Shamrock Recycling of Emmetsburg and the City of Whittemore.  Clerk Farrell was asked to discuss with Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling the possibility of lowering the per-capita amount to equal Emmetsburg, or something lower than the originally proposed 24.5 cents per capita, with the term of the contract to remain at four (4) years.  Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Lancaster to accept Resolution No. 2015-18 if a lower than .245 cent per-capital rate is offered by Mike Flannegan of Shamrock Recycling of Emmetsburg for the City of Whittemore.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried, whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-18 duly adopted.  The new four-year recyclables processing contract with Shamrock Recycling of Emmetsburg will commence on January 1, 2016.
Upon motions by Johnson and Walker and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post #425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 16, 2016 for the 16th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club.

Council considered an estimate of cost for Fiscal Year 2015, Fiscal Year 2016 and Fiscal Year 2017 audit services.  Upon review of a proposal to perform an agreed upon procedures (AUP) engagement to satisfy the annual examination/audit requirements of Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for FY15, FY16 and FY17, motion was made by Walker and seconded by Lancaster to adopt Resolution No. 2015-22; a Resolution to Enter Into Contract with Hogan-Hansen CPA of Algona to Conduct Required Services to Satisfy Section 11.6 of the Code of Iowa for the City of Whittemore for the most recently completed fiscal year (15) and for the next two years (16 and 17) for a fee not to exceed $6,000.00 per exam.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried and Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-22 duly adopted.  

At this time Resolution No. 2015-23 was introduced; a Resolution Authorizing the City Clerk to Certify to the Kossuth County Treasurer a Certificate for Collection of Unpaid Fees by the property owner for mowing/maintenance of the (abandoned) lawn/yard at 614 Sixth Street and 203 Kossuth Street here in Whittemore.  Total amount of mowing and clean-up due and payable to the City of Whittemore is $1,280.00.  Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Schneider to approved Resolution No. 2015-23.  The roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Johnson, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  Motion carried whereupon Mayor Elbert declared Resolution No. 2015-23 duly adopted.

Council then considered the 2016 Rental Rates at the Whittemore Community Center.  Following a brief discussion, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Walker, to keep the rates the same as those charged in 2015; the rental fees at the Whittemore Community Center for calendar year 2016 are as follows: 

Rental for a Family Reunion, Business Meeting, etc.:  $100.00 per event

Rental for an Auction, Wedding Reception, or other Large Event: 

Winter Rate (November 1 – April 1):  $250.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Summer Rate (April 2 – October 31):  $200.00 per day plus $100.00 deposit

(Deposit refunded upon proper clean-up and no property damage)

Rental for an Organized Youth Group (4-H Basketball practice, Church Youth Group, etc.):  $30.00 minimum rental plus $3.00 per child

Rental for an Organized Youth Group Sponsor (4-H Basketball games, etc.):  $35.00 per event

Winter Walkers (November through March):  $15.00 per person, per season

Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Schneider, Walker and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.

The December, 2015 “Calendar of Events” for Whittemore was reviewed.  The 15th annual “It’s A Wonderful Life in Whittemore – A Walk Along Broad Street”, was held on Friday, December 4 between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. and it is believed to have been one of the best Christmas open houses for local downtown businesses we’ve had since the start of the event!  Excellent weather conditions were a factor in its overall success.

The next regular meeting of the Whittemore City Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, January 4, 2016 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no Council Committee reports to be heard.

Councilperson Walker spoke of concerns people have been expressing to her regarding the current height of the digital display sign installed in mid-November north of City Hall.  Council and members of the Whittemore Community Betterment Club are asking for everyone’s patience and indulgence in allowing for this minor change to take place.  The sign was put at the dealer’s recommended height and it will take a little bit to get everyone’s mind and eyes trained to looking at the new display.  The recycling bin will be moved further back on the vacant lot once the electric distribution project is completed in the area north of City Hall.  This will help open up the view of the sign.  It is also suggested drivers slow down as they approach the sign and railroad tracks, further allowing for better sighting and comprehension of post messages.
Walker requested, too, that the south business alley in the 400 block of Broad Street be kept clean of snow, and she stated she has received a few complaints about the electric distribution project trucks and equipment operators from Aevenia driving too fast in and out of alleys, etc.

Clerk Farrell thanked the Mayor, Council and co-workers for the fall floral arrangement sent to her following her hospitalization for knee-replacement surgery.

Municipal worker James Zinnel reported to the Council that the overhead doors in the City’s maintenance shed are beginning to show their age and lack efficiency as they were installed when the building was constructed back in 1977.  Council asked him to get quotes on what it would cost to replace them, individually and as a set.  Zinnel also spoke of the possible need of a Bluetooth answering system for laborers to use in the event of a telephone call while they are operating city equipment.  Council recommended the employees get one headset to experiment with and see if there is really a need for the purchase of additional units.

Applications are being prepared for submission by the City for financial assistance from the Kossuth County Community Foundation (1-15-16 deadline) and the Don J. Whittemore Endowment Fund (1-18-16 deadline) for special needs at the Community Center and Public Library.
The upcoming meetings schedule was reviewed, which included the Kossuth and Palo Alto County City Clerks quarterly assembly to be held on Friday, December 11, 2015 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at St. Michael’s Parish Center here in Whittemore.

At this time the State of Iowa “Oath of Office” was recited by incumbents Tim Schneider, Rodney Johnson and Rebecca “Becky” Lancaster, Councilpersons for the City of Whittemore, who were re-elected during the regular City Election held on November 3, 2015, to each serve a four-year term of office beginning January 1, 2016.

Motion was made by Johnson and seconded by Lancaster that Council award the Municipal and Library employees an annual Christmas bonus, with the Library employees amounts being pre-determined by their Board of Directors.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the December 7, 2015 regular meeting adjourned at approximately 6:30 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk

